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NEVW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REPORT OF 7T1st (10th ANNUAL) MEETING

4

The Tenth Annual Meeting of the Soclety was held at the Turnbull Library
on 28th July, Mrs Johannes C. Andersen, M.B.E., presideds The minutes of the
Ninth Annual Meeting were taken as read, and confirmed, Correspondence and re-
ports of overseas Numismatic Societles were tabled, Apologles for absence
wore reoeived from Sir Jemes Hiliott, Professor J, Rankine Brown and Mr. D.J.
Korr,

The annual report and balance sheet were adopted unanimously.

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF THE SO0CIETY! Mre Johannes Andersen, Mr,
WeDsForguson, end Mre AeSutherland expressed satisfaction at the Soclety!s pro-
gress during the previous deoande and referred to the good work of members, ab-
sent and preesents HReference was also made to the ocontinued interest of Viscount
Bledisloe, and Sir John Hanham, and es a mark of sppreclation it was declded to
present to each of them a bound and autographed copy of the "Numismatic History
¢f New Zealand." In association with the author, simllar gifts were made by the
Soclety to the Hon, W.Parry, Minister of Internel Affelrs, Mr. J.Thorn, Chairmean
of the National Historlcal Committee, and the Turnbull Library.

INDEX TO VOLUME II. The Hon. Secretary asked for volunteers to assist in
compiling an index ¢o Volume II, and Mr. W.D.Ferguson agreed to underteke the
ta.!k;

FINANCIAL. It was dcclded that Mr, G.CeSherwood, Hon, Treasurer, be sple
trustee for the Society'!s ordinary P.0.S.B. Account No. 608213, Mr., Sherwood
explained that the composite subscription Trust Account, which was subject to
strict limitations as to wlthdrawale, stood at nbout £100, and that the Medal
Account stood at about £80, The Ordinary account had been practically depleted.

PROPOSED PRINTING OF REPORTS. Dr. W.R.B.0liver suggested that, commencing

with Vol, III, the reports should be printed. The proposal was referred to the
incoming Council.

OFFICERS, 1941-42 Patron (with his consent)! His Excellency, Marshal of
the Royal Alr Force, Sir Cyril Louls Norton Newall, GeCeBe, O,M., GeCeM.Gs, CuBsE;}
Hon fe Patront! Viscount Bledisloe, PsCe, GeCsMeGay KeBaBas, D.Sc.} President!
Mr, Johannes 0, MAndersen, M¢BsE., F.ReS. N.2.} Vico-Prosldents: Messrs, J.C.
Entrican (Auckland), E¢K;Qameron (Hawera), Archdeasqon GeHeGavin, F.R«NeS., (New
Plymouth), S.R.MoOellum (Wanganui), N.Soloman (Napier), The Rev, D.C.Bates,
JeWeHeenan, C.B:Es, Professor J. Renkine Brown, Msd4e, LL.D., Sir Jemes HElliott,
MeDs, FaReAsCuSe, ByGilbertson (Wellington), Osear Harding zSpringston). JuB.

Ward (Hokitika), P, Watts Rule, F.N.Z.I.A., (Timatu), W11 Fels, C.M.G., Colon-
el GeBarclay, O¢BeEe¢, Ke8tsJay, VeDs, FeCoSs,Nui3s, HeGeWillioms (Dunedin) and
JyRobertson (Invercargill)$ Qouncil! Messre, WeDeFerguson, H.R.Ford, A.Quinnell,
J.Borry, and R.Welpole} Hons Secretary! Allan Sutherland, F.R.N.S.} Homn,
Agslstant Secretary:! Mr., M.Hornblow} Hon, Treasurex?! Mr. G.C.Sherwood{ Hon.
Auditor! Mr. W,Chetwynd.

A vote of thanks was ascorded to the officers of the Society.

GENERAL! Suggzestions that a book-case with glass top be provided for the
housing of numismatlc works and collection on a semi-permanent lean to the
Alexander Turnbull Libdbrary, and that £20 be pald into & N,Z2.N.S. Commemorative
Medel Trust Account to asslst in iesuing historic medals in the future, and that
selected papers by Professor J. Rankine Brown on the Charles Gilbertson Memorial

Collection, and other outstanding pmpers, be printed and suitably 1llustrated,
wore deferred to future consideration.

REVIEWING THE SOGIETY'S WORK during the year, the President, Mr, Johannes
Andsreen, M,B.E,, sald!

MMembers have been liberal of their time in preparing papsras for the
conslderation and edification of their fellow members, and I can safely say
that every meeting of the Soclety has besn well worth while, both on account
of information and pleasure received.
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"I might mention Mr, H. Martin's paper on the Slamese tical or beht}
Mr, J.B.Ward's (Hokitika), read by Mr. i.C.Chetwynd, !'Some Memories of a /
Coll-collector!} Mr, OsFleming (Sydney), 'The Suggested Nickel Coinaze for
the Commonweelth of MAustralia': C.W.Brandt's !Composition of .Ancient Greek
Bronze Coins,! which suggested a means of dating undated coins} 4. Quin-
nelll's 'History end Evolution of Alphebets and Numerals!j S.R.McCallum
(Wanganui ), read by Professor J. Rankine Brown, 'History of Coinage and
Some Types of English Coins'? ZE.Horwood, !'Silver and Bronze Coinage of
George V.'3 MABland, information as to the lssue of the 12~sided threepenny
plece in England, of which 55 millions were issued - practically the whole
of which had disappearedj P,Watts Rule (Timaru), 'N,Z.Institute of Archi-
tects Geld Medal!'y WeD.Ferguson, 'English Siiver Crowns, Edward VI. to
George VI, and the Soho Mint'; A, Sutherland, VEarly Paper-currency.! To
this I have been able to add a £5 note not mentioned in Mr. Sutherland's
book} and another paper - U,S.4.-N.Z2., Trading and Numismatic Contacts - an
opportune paper calculated to have some influence in the hoped-for welding
together of the two great branches of the .Anglo-Saxon English-speaking
world-wide dlspersed race} Professor J. Rankine Brown, On a number of Greek
and Roman coins that recently came into his possédssioni and 'Coins as a
Means of Propagandaj papers allve with history told by the coins of peoples
who have themselves passed away. We have been indebted to Mr. Ford for
exhibits of coins, more particularly gold pleces of such value and beauty
that members! eyes have watered, their mouths belng momentarily dumbj and
to Mr, G.C.Sherwood for exhibit of Transport-gard-money.

"dr, Taylor has glven the Society a list of books in the Turnbull Library
on Numismatiecs and related subjects, and he is to be thanked for this, and
for allowing the Soclety to contimue to hold its meetings in this beautiful
sanotum which wiltnessed our birth ten years ago and has watched our growlng-
up through those halcyon yesars.

"Mr. Ferguson, throuch his energy and enthusiasm, ealls for further thanks
in that he compiled the lists of two lots of New Zeaslend end Australian
tokens sent to the Soclety for sale, the clearness of his lists making the
sale easy and quite successful so far as the gsellers were concerncd, and
not unsatisfactory to the buyers, though they reallzed that tokens were no
longer tokens only, but demanders of hard cash. Personally, I have to
thank him for presiding over a meeting from which I was absent owing to my
being in Auckland, and I have also to thank Professor J. Rankine Brown for
preslding for the same reason. I did try to infuse some enthuslasm into
the Auckland members of the Society, but they seem to be quite satisfied
with the reports lesusd from Wellington, and when I review these rcports as
lssued through the year, I cannot be surprised at thelr setiefaction,

"I should like to thank Mr. Bland, not only for his note on the vanish-
ing threepenny blts, but elso for his readiness in helping readers of papers
%0 1llustrate their popers;2his service here 1f invnluable, for members are
able to bring two senses to bear on the subjeot - sight as well as hearing!
the speaker also 1s saved much descriptive matter which, however detailed,

oannot convey through the ear the definite impression that can be conveyed
through the eye.

"There are two other matters for congratulation — the successful issue of
the book by Mrs Sutherland, !'The Numismatic History of New Zeeland.'! I
should elso say o word sbout the completion of our coinages by the issue of
the half-crown, the penny, and the halfpenny. The bronze coins are quite
suceessfil as repnrds design and execution, and we have to thank Sir James
Klliett, our formor Preaident, for his asglstnnec in the 1ssue of these
colns} he wan in Engl:ond at the timo the Royal Mint was angagsd on them, and
his advice was of help to the Mint and of beneflt to New Zealand. As re-
gards the half-crown, 4t is not his fault if the result is not all that might
be wished; the plupiu is longer than Maori fashion ever decreed, and the
bragsiere was as yet undreamed of by the Hinewmoas of Aotearoa. The least
that can be said ls that the dosign is better than it might have been hed
Sir James had no say in i1t} and our thanks are dus %o him and gratefully
glven. "
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DOUBLOONS USED BY THE MAORI., Mr. Andersen then quoted the following ex=-
tract from Earle, in "Nine Months in New Zealand" (1827-28), indicating the coin-
age problems of the Maoris!

11t 1s rather a remarkable and novel circumstance that the natives,
who have now been for fourteen or fifteen yeers in close intercourse and
carrying on traffic wlth Europeans, should no%, in the course of that per-
i0d, undersbtand tho nature and value of money} a lavghable instance of which
occurred to us a few days since, A natlve came to our house with a serlous
countenance snd businesslike manner, and sald he wished to purchase a musket:
we asked him what he had brought in exchange for one, when, with great
oeremony, he produced a copper penny plece by way of payment, We, of courss,
refrained from laughter, but he wes quite astonished and mortified when he
was made to understand that we could not trede with him, He took a stroll
round the beach, offerinz his penny, by way of barber, to every white man
he met, but everywhere with equally bed success, The poor fellow had,
doubtless, seen somecne pass a doubloon, and had mlstaken his penny for one,
as & doubloon i1s aboub the price given for a musket in our regulated 1list
of charges." (Pages 203-204).

CHANGES FROM BARTER TO MONEY PAYMENTS. Mr. Andersen then quoted from "An
Account of the Settlements of the New Zeeland Company" (1841), by H.W.Petre,
pages 16-17!~

"We employed them (the Maoris) chiefly in shooting, fishing, hunting,
cubting firewood, and, as I have saild before, bullding houses., At first
they were content to be paid with food only. By degroes their wants increas-
ed, and they required various goods, such as tobacco, clothing and hardwars,
A1 this took place at our first squatting settlement on the banks of the
Hubtt} latterly, after the bulk of tho settlers were established at Welling-
ton, the natlives had begun to require money wages in return for their labour,
A similar change took place with regard to trade, At first all our ex-
changes with the natives were made by barter only, but long before my de-
parture they had begun to comprehend the use snd wilue of money. Thie know-
ledge at lenst exbended in some cases to the regular employment of our cur=-
rengy. One native resldent at Wellington purchased n horse which had been
Imported from New South Wales, and used to let it out for hire! and another
had nn account with the bank., Great numbere were in possession of monsey,

which they usually carrled about with them in a handkerchief tled round the
neck, "

POVERTY BAY CURRENCY NOTES. In drawing attenblon to his discovery of a £5
denomination of currency nobteas issued by Captain GeEeRead (not Reid, as in No,
289, pe 195, Numiematic Hystory of New Zealand), Mr. Anderson sald:

"The captaln was an old colonist in the doys of the New Zealand Company,
end wes associated in business with the Hon, WsBeFhodes, of Wellington, He
wes elso engeged in trading on the East coast of the North Island, and re-
slded at Te Mawhal, a whaling station near Tokomara} but about 1840 he set-
tled in the Poverty Bey district, from which he kept up the coastal trade.
It was, hswever, during later years, about 1865, that his name became most
intimately comneoted with the district, where he was known as the tXing of
Poverty Bay,! of which, indeed, he might Justly be called the father, His
exertions at the time of the Te Kooti raids, cnd through the subsequent
hostilities, were of groat assistance to the settlers, After that, too, he
did noteworthy work in furthering the cause of Huropean settlément in the
district on conditions which were, on the whole, favourable to the colonists,
which no doubt means that for the rest of 1t they were favourable to Captain
GeEeRoad, There were those who criticized his methods - as whose metheds
will not be criticized? - but, taking one consideration with another, Oap-
taln Read undoubtedly dild much to promote the settlement of Poverty Bay,
That he was shrewd and far-seeing goes without saying. He died suddenly,
at the age of eixty-two, in February, 1878. Like many of these early trad-
ersy, ho was a man of substance in more ways than one -~ in fact, he was, like
Falstaff, a gross, fat man. A picture of him, seated in a roomy cheir, 1s
shown in the New Zealand Blographical Cyclopedia for Auckland, p. 1002,
There being a shorbage of money in the district in tho Vsixties, he issued
notes for £1 and £5, the former pink, the latter buff in colour. They were
issued in 1lilttle books, the motes perforated on the left, 1ike cheque-books.
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The £1 note is as follows:- ( )
ONE Royal Arms ONE
5:2894 No. 2830 m——m0y O~ No. 2830
I promise to bear the Bearer on demand
the sum of ONE POUND sterling.
PoVOrty Ba¥.seeseeaday OFf sesvsss 186
£1,0.0

----- LR R O R I R N R

The £5 note is exaotly the smme, but for the ocolour, which is btuff instead
of pink, and the number: the one I have 1s No. 222. The notes were cur-
rent at Poverty Bay and beyond that district, The Royal Arms beilng pres-—
ent shows that they were sanctioned by the Government, and, indeed, the
soldders in the district were pmid in these notes.”

Mr. Johannes Andersen wag accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his inter-

esting address. At the conclusion of the meeting, members were the guests of
the President and Mrs, Johannes Andersen at supper.

ALLAN SUTHERLAND, Hon, Secretary.

REPORT OF 72nd MEETING - 25th AUGUST, 1941

The 7end Mecting of the Soclety was held on the 25th August, 1941. The
President, Mr., Johannes C, MAndersen, M.B.E., occupled the chair. The minutes
of the previous ordinary meeting were confirmed., Oorrespondence was explalned
and tebled, Apologles were received from Professor J. Rankine Brown,

PRINTING OF REPORTS. The recommendation of the Council on the vpruposal to
print the Socletyls reports was submitted for mdoption as follows:-

"That the reports of the Soclety, commencing with Vol, III, be printed
every two months (four 4ssues), each issue to contzin not more than 16 pages
size approx. 9ins. by 6ins., type to be simllar to that used in 'Numlsmatic
History of New Zealand!§ mumber of copies to be printed 200f i1llustrations
to be shown} estimated cost of £40 per annum, including mailing,

"That if necessary a sum not ‘exceeding £15 per annum be pald for two
years from the Medel Reserve Account as a subsgidy towards the cost of print-
ing.

"That all papers, before being printed, be submitted to a Publication
Oommlttee, consisting of the Presldent, Hon. Secretary, and Professor J.
Rankine Brown, such Committee to have power %to edit all papers and to de-
cline to print where necessary. That digests of not more than 3,000 words
be submitted, where orlginal papers extend beyond that length! that digests
of earlier papers be printed as appendices where necessary} that members be
asked to request librarians and others to subgeribe to the Numismatic Jour-
nal, and be invited themselves to take an extra copy at 5s. per annum, such
extra copy %0 be retained at printers for binding 4f desired."

The dlscussion that ensued showed that the printing would cost £10 more than
the present methnd of issuing reports, and that subsoriptions might have to be
inoreased slightly Af the proposed two-year subsidy were not sufficlent to estab-

llsh the publication with inoreased subscribers or memberse The motion was
agreoed to.

Subsequently, Mr. HeReFord gave notice of motion, as follows:-
"That the proposal to print be deferred until after the War,"
After consultation with members of the Council, it was decided to defer the

decision to print until after the War, provided the £30 voted as a subsidy to
enhble the printing project to be eitabliahedp be sot aside for that purpose.
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PATRON.  The officla¥l secretary to His Excellency the Governor-General
advised that His Exoellency had consented to become Patrom of the Society.

INDEX TO VOL. II. Mr. W.D.Ferguson tabled a draft index to Vol. II, and
was accorded a he=rty vote of thanks for undertaking such a lengthy and diffi-
cult task, Mr. W.D.Forguson also intimated that he would bear the cost of
binding the second volumc of the Reports for the Socldty!s Library, and was
thanked by tho meeting for hils generosity.

NEW MEMBER. Mrs J. B. Wallace, Timaru, was elected a member of the So-
clety.

NUMISMATIC EXHIBIT, Miss Eerry, on behalf of the Wellington City Librer-
lan, invited the Socioty to arrange an exhibition of colns and numismatic 1liter-
ature in the show-case at the entrance to the new Public Library, and Mesers.
WeDo Ferguson, A.Bland, and A.Sutherland were appoinbed e sub-committee with
power to act. A suggestion was made that an exhibltion of New Zeeland "necess-
ity" coins be included in the exhibition,

NEW ISSUES, The Hone Secretary reported that he had asked the Reserve
Bruk to put eslde sets of new dates or designs in uncirculated condition, He
wag advised that new supplies of coin were often sent direct to ordering banks
in other centres, snd that o1l new dates were not necessarily issued in Welling-
tons Exact data regarding new issued could only be obtalned from the Royal Mint
Report, which usually arrived long after the coins had been issued, Mr. H.G.
Williams, Dunedin, advised that so far he had secured supplies of New Zealand
florins, pennies and halfpennles, dated 1941, No ordinsry half-crowns dated
1940 had apparently been 1ssuad.

SOLDIER ARCHAEOLOGISTS. Lieut. Sincleir, who had recently returned from
Egypt, gave an interesting talk on modern and ancient colnage he had used and
found in Egypt. Several interesting Roman coins unearthed by soldiers were ex-
hibited by Lieute Sinclaelr, who also dieplayed Itellan medallic souvenirs and
modern BEgyptian colnsge. He was accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his ad-
dresde

NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALI.A. Mres H. Playford Whittle, President,
conveyed the good wishes of his members to the Council and members of the New
Zeeland Numismatic Society, Mr. J, Hunt Demcon wrote submitting a copy of "The
Australian Numismatist,!" the official orgam of the MAssoclation of Australian Nu-
mismatists. The Overseas (British) Associate fee 1s 28,6d, per anmum, (Hon.
General Secretary, Mr. J. Hunt Deacon, National Gellery, Adelaide.) Canon TH.
Frewin advised that Mr, Allon Sutherland had been eleoted as Hon. Member of the
Numlsmatle Soclety of South Australia.

THE COINAGE OF BRITISH GUIANA, by Sydney V. Hagley, was the subject nf an
excellently prepared paper read on his behalf by the President, Mr, Johannes
Andersen, as followgl=-

"THE COINS OF BRITISH GUIANA, British Guinna is one of the three colon-
les, British, Dutch and French, situated on the North coast of South Amer-
lca, between the Orinoco and the Amazon. The largest of the three, and
cortainly the most progressive, British Guiana is bounded in the North by
the Atlantic, South by Brazil, West by Venezuela ond East by Dutch Gulana,
It includes the settlements of Essequibo, Berbice and Demerera, and is of
an erea nf 89,480 squore miles, The capitel 1s Georgetown, the name having
been changed from Stabrock after the colsny had been captured from the
Dutch in 1796, It was so named in 1812 to honour George the Third. The
present popdlation of zbout a third of & milllon, in addition to the Brit-
ish, consists mainly of native Indians, descendants of negro slaves and
mixed Buropean rases, The monetary history of tho colony contains much
that 1s of interest to the numismatist, influenced ms it haas been by the
Duteh gullder, the MAmerican dollar and Sterling. By a strange instance of
survival these influences still persist and, in the present monetary eye-
tom, divide honours in what is actually a sterling silver currency. The
metallic currency is in shillings and pence, whilss the paper currency is
on a dollar basls. The influence of the dollar is seen also in the postage
stamps with thelr cent denominations.
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"Quite the most interesting feature of the colnage 1s the Fourpenny
piece, the only coln 6f a distinctlve type struck especially for use in
British Guiana in the last one hundred years. To appreciabte the reasons
for the existence of this denomination it is necessary tc go back to the
original Dutch possession of the colony. Although restored to the Dutch
in the Peace of .Amiens in 1802, British Guiana was agesn captured by the
British in 1803 and finally became & British coclony in 18i4., 4As in most
countries of the period, where the local currency was not stabilised, the
Spanish was utillsed along with sundry other foreign coins. What are prob-
ably the first pleces bearing reference to British Guiana are couniermarked
and punched Spanish dollars. The dollar has a crenated pilercing in the
centre with E & D 3 GL in a beaded oval, and passed for three guilders.

The circular pieoe with a crenated edge punched from the dollar is stamped
E & D 3 Bts and represented three Bitts. There 1s also a Porrtugese haif

Joe (g>ld) countermarlzed B D in an oval, which passed for 22 gullders, es
well as other gold colng variously stamped which are supposed to have been
current, The first coins struck by the British were those of 1809 and

were based on the old Duich currency of Guilders and Stivers. These wers
tokens in silver for 3, 2, 1, 4 and % guilders, and bear the laureated and
armoured bust (by Pingo) to the right end the legzend GEORGIVS III DEI GRATIA,
On the reverse is a large 3, 2, 1, &% end % respectively, with a crown above,
the whole within a elrcle and the legend COLONIES OF ESSEQUEBO & DEMERARY
TOEEN 1809 around.

UThe next issue was in the form of Copper Tokens for 1 and & stivers.
These are better executed and have the laureated and draped bust of Gno.
III (by TsWyon) with the legend GEORGIUS III D G REC on the obverse. On
the reverse the value In %ws lines bensath a orown within an oak wreath.
The legend around is COLONIES OF ESSEQUEBO & DEMERARY TOKEN 1813. 1816
1ssue! Obverse legendt GEORGIUS III D! G: BRITANNIARUM REX,

"The Regal coinagc of 1816 for 3, 2, 1, 4 nnd % guilders were nf a gen-
eral type similar to the tokens of 1813, but the wvnluoc 1s in numerals
and the reverse legend roads UNITED COLONY OF ESSEQUIBC & DEMERARY (note
change in spellingz). The next Jssue was in 1832, These coins aie well
struck and have a reverse type similar, except for the shape of the numer-
als and the absence of the circlc, to those of 1816, The obverses of these
pleces have the head of William IV (by Wyon) to the right and GULIEMUS
IIII D:G! BRITANNIAR! REX F:D: around. In addition to the 3, 2, 1, % and %
gullders, thils dssue included a smaller denomination, namely the eighth
gullder, A1l of these bear the date 1832,

Win 1833, 18?5 and 1836 another issue, bearing these later dates, wes
made of the 1, § % and # guilder, all of a similar typo to the previous
issus. These were the last regal 1ssues for British Gulana for ovor fifty
years and, with the exseption »f & tnken Ome Stiver in copper and dated
1838, no pleces bearing direct reference to the colony wore struck until
1891. It 1s probable that the 14d silver pieces lssued in 1834 end follow-
ing years for the West Indies hed a limited clrculation also in British
Guiana due to the proximity to the other coloniless This is merely conject-
ure, but this smoll denomination, tngother with the shilling, approximated,
in sterling, the then value of the guilder. In 1839 the monetary system
bhased on the guilder was changed to that of dollars end cents in the Ameri-
can style, three gullders bheing made equivelent to one dollar. Subsequently
English coin was introduced end circuiated side by slde with the colns of
varlous other countries, Spain, Mexico, South Amerlca and the United States.
411 of these were logel tondor at zertain fixed rates. By Ordinance in
1640, the velue of the gullder was fixed at one shilling and fourpence, the
monetary unit being the "Bitt" sr quarier of a gullder.

"The Groat, which had been revived in 1836 as n denomlnation in the cur-
rency of the Unitud Kingdom, was thus the 1doal coin for Dritish Guimna by
virtuo of the fact that it ropresented the unit of currency »nn the new
basle. These were ntruck in mubsoquent yeara for the Unlied Kingdom nnd,
together with English coin, eilver and copper, becrme tho standerd cucroncy
in the colony, Avgob 1856 the groat ceased to be struck for the Uniijed
Kingdom and was demonetised and withdrawn from cirveulakion in Eugiand.
However, as thls denomination had become firmly estoblished in British
Gulana and some of the West Indian colenies, supplliey were recuired and an
issue was made in 1888, These have the old reverse type with ¥OUR PENCE
divlded by Britannla seated.
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*This type, however, differs from the previous issues on the obverse
and had the !Jubilce! bust nf Vietoria and the legend VICTORIA D:G! BRIT-
ANNIAR? REGINA F2Di It was then declded tn issuo o fourpeuny piece of a
distinctive btype espoeclally for use in British Guinne aud those parts of
the West Indies where the coin was still in use. In 1891 the first of

' this series, which continued, vnill 19:6, was strucke This type, with the
head of Victoria wearing a corcnet,to the left and the legend VICTORIA
QUEEN on the oWverse ond FOUR TENOE in vwo 1llhes within a wreath crcwned
and the legend BRITISH GUIANA & WEST INDLES 1891, was agaln struck in 1894
end 1901, Those of Edwerd VII are of the same reverse type but with the
crowned bust of the late King and the legend EDWARD VII KING & EMPEROR on
the obverse and are dated 1903, 1908, 1909 and 1910.

MPhe first 1ssue of George V was of this type tut with the bust of the
new King to the left and the legend GEQRGE V KING & EMPEROR. These were
struck in 1911, 1913, and 1916. The influence of the "bitt" in those parts
of the West Indles for which this plece was nlso gtruck, has gradually dim-
inished and it was demonetised in 1917 1in all colonles except British
Guiana. It 1s, however, so firmly established as the unit for monetary
calculation on the sugar plantations and among the working people in British
Gulana that it was nccessary to continue to lesue thls denomination for this
colony onlye A change was made in the reverso legend to BRITISH GUIANA and
coins of thls type were struck in 1917 and mads legal tender by Proclamation
on May 10th. Subsequent issues are dated 1918, 1921, 1223, 1925, 1926,
1931, 1935 end 1936, [ho seme type has been continued in the reign of his
present Mejesty, George VI., and the first coilns bearing his portralt, the
crowned head by Paget, was dated 1938, An interesting fact concerning these
fourpenny pleces jus that the silver has been mailntained at the old 925
standard whersas the other silver coins are now of the 500 alloy., 1938
issue! Obverse legend! GEORGE VI. KING & EMPEROR OF INDIA.!

Mr, MAllen Sutherlend, in moving a hearty vnte of thanks to Mr., Sydney Hagley,
sald that the paper was & model, not only in brevity, but elso in the menner in !
which the subject was treateds A specisl small-scale map, showing British Guiana
in relation to the adjolning countrico, and its proximity to other British poss-
esslons, Tobago, Trinidad, St. Vincent and Barbadoes, was also given., British
Gulana, being near the Pansma Oanel zone, was of strateglc importance, and more
might be heard of that ares in the futurd, Mr. Butherland snid that the rubbings
nf Brltish Guiana coins, and the postege stamps, showlng the influerce of the
dollar, together with a stmmary of tho monetery history of the colony, reflected
great credit on the scholarly contribution of Mr, Hagley. Mr. W.D.Ferguson, who
seconded the motlon, fald the paper had solved for him the mystery in his collec-
tion of fourpenny pleces not recorded as a British genoral issus. He hoped that
Mr, Hegley would permit the Soclety to add his bound peper to its library. The
motlon was agreed to unanimously,

EXHIBITS. Mr. M.Hornblow exhibited two currency notes sent from Crete by
Private Gosnell, First Echelon. One note was a Germany army-of-occupation note
for One Reichmerk, and was undated and unsigned. .Apparently the note was current
before the New Zealander escaped. The other note was a Turkish 50 "E1l1 Kurus®
"TURKIVE CUMHURIVET MBRKEZ BANEKASE." Mr. W.D.Ferguson exhibited & series of
Britlsh Guilena coins,

ALLAN SUTHERLAND, Hon. Secretary.
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REPORT OF 73rd MEETING, 29%h SEPTEMBER,1941.

"THE PUBLIC SEAL OF NEW ZEALAND", and"THE SEALS OF THE MAORI KINGS" were
the subjects of a paper read before the 73rd meeting of the Soclety.  Mr,
Johennes C, Andersen, M.B«E., presided, Apologles were received from Mr, J.W.M.
Smith, Mr. D.D. Anderson, Mr. R, Walpole, Mr. B, Gllbertson and Mr. J.K., de
Rouffignac. A cordinl welcome was extended to Mrs Je Robertson, Vice-President,
Inveroargill,

PRINTING OF REPORTS. The Secretary reported that after the notice of
motion had been given regarding the proposal to defer printing of reports until
after the war, he had consulted members of the Council who agreed to the follow-
ing motlon being movedl~ THAT the decieslon te print reports be deferred until
after the war, and that £30 be set aside from the medal eccount as a subsldy to-
wards that projeot when underteken, Seconded by Professor J. Ranklne Brown
and earried.

CORRESPONDENCE AND NUMISMATIC PERIODICALS were tabled, including the
second printed report of the Australian Numismatic Association.

BRITISH GUIANA COINS. Mr. S, V. Hagley wrote advising that the Soclety
could retain his bound paper on the sbove subjeot, and he supplied the following
additional details. "Since writing the paper I have acquired the 1836 half-
guilder with the legend BRITISH GUIANA mentioned as having been described by Mr.
Anthony. Presumably this is one of the set of 1, &, 4 and % guilders. I have
ginee secured the figures for the issues of 1888 %o 1909, and these will be
supplied later with additional data recently asquired."

NEW ZEALAND PROOF CGOINS 1933, Following correspondence between the Hon.
Seoretary, Mr. He Gs Willilams, Dunedin, and Mr, S, V., Hagley, regarding a claim
that there were 1n existence sets of 1933 N.Z. coins in proof condition, Mr.
Hagley wrote as follows!~ "To clarify and substantiate my contention that my
specimens are definitely proof I will post them to you, and I shall be glad if
you will exhibit them at next meeting before returning them." (The coins arrived
after the meeting). Mr, Hagley added!- "These are not merely well-struck
ordinary specimens. . » The design, lettering, etc., and all the parts struck
from the sunken portlons of the dile have definltely been treated specially so as
to produce the matte effesat which contrasts so pleasingly with the mirror-like
finish of the flelde My 1933 specimens are unquestionably proof, and better
proofs than eny of the 1935 issue (formerly declared to be the only proofs), I
should be glad if you would compare them with the ordinary 3issues of the same
year, noting partiocularly the matte surface referred to.," Mr., Allan Sutherland
sald that when he was compiling his "Numismatlic History of New Zealand" a con-
troversy arose between Mr, Hs G, Williame and himsolf over the same matter, and
after examining further material he had come to the conclusion that the only
proofs 1ssued were 1in 1935, He was, however, preparod to change that view,
Members would be advised of the result of the exnmination of Mr. Hagley's colns.

NEW MEMBERS worc olocted as followsi— Mr, .4, S, Wilkinson, Knplti Is-
lend, Paraparaumu Reach§ TLt, D. W. Sinclnir, 656 Irn Ste Mirvsamar, Wollington, and
Mr. Js McLesn, Hansard, Parliament IHouse, Wellington.

THE PUBLIC SEAL AND THE PROVINCIAL SEALS OF NEW ZBALAND, AND THE SEALS OF
MAORI KINGS was the subject of a short paper read by Mr, Allan Sutherland,F.R.N.S.
The paper was 1llustrated by photographs of the seals discussed, A dlgest of the
peper, the text of which may be printed after the war, is as follows!-

GENISIS OF STATE AND PUBLIC SEALS. The practice of using aseals on docu-
ments as a sign of personal associamtion and approval of rulers and lenders - and
as & guarantee of authenticity - comes to us from antiquity. In earliest times
soribes and clerks were employed with quill and pen to prepare and copy documents
and orders, on parchment and paper, and it was not until tho Kings and feudal lords
and rulers could themselves write, and sign thelr nomes that scribes became less
importent, and seels became of less significanoce. Unbil then, rulers had to re-
sort to the uge of a personal seal, which, in a sense, was their signnture, and
this seal was always Jealously guarded. Seals, however, did not fall into disusse
altogether, and with the incrense of learning, slgnatures were used as well as
senal g, Although hilstory books tell us that King John signed the Magna Charta
in 1215, that is not striotly correoct. King John did not sign the Megna Charta -
he sealed 1it, In time, 1in Great Britain, thore evolved n Great Seal of the Realm
which was used to glve ndded welght to the deoisions of tho Government of tho day.
At one time the Great Sornl of the Roalm was consildered nlmost ams the fount of
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suthority, without which those in office considered themselves powerless. Much
romance attadhes to the experlence of succ:sslve Keepers of the Great Seal of the
Realm, in theilr endeavours to guard thls precious symbol,

The advent of printing; and later of typewriting, and the lssuing of docu-
ments in large numbers, has tended to result in the dlsuse of seals generally,
excapt for documents of major importence. Seals are now used chiefly by States
and 6ity corporations, as well as public bodies, to embellish snd add weight and
assurance to declieions and directions of prime importance,

The Great Seal of the United Kingdom, and the Great Seal of New South
Wales (the mother colony of New Zealand up to 1841) were both used in validating
documents relating to New Zealend until 30th January, 1840, when the first evid-
ence of a New Zealand seal appears on a "Proclamation by His Excellency William
Hobson, Es,, Lieutenant-Governor of the British Settlements 1n Progress in New
Zealand," 1In that document Hobson states that he has opened and published ". . .
the Commission under the Great Scal extending the boundaries of New South Wales'
(to New Zealand) "and the Commission under the Roysl Sign Manual appointing me
Lieut. Governor as aforesaid . . .", and the Proclamatlion concludes:!- "Given
under my hand and seal, at Kororareka, this 30th day of January, 1840, in the
third year of Her Majesty's reign.'

This seems to 1ndicate that there was a New Zealand Seal in existencs
before the signing of the Treaty of Waltangi. This is confirmed from another sourcse,
the Treaty of Wailtangl 1teelf, On & lithogrephed facsimile of the Treaty, made
before the rats had "got at it" in the cellar of Govornment Buildings, Wellington,
there appears three seals, one under Hobson's gignature, and one at each of the
bottom corners, under tha signatures or tattoo marks of the Maorl Chiefs. The
glze is about that of a three-penny pilece, and therefore may have been affixed by
a fob seal or signet, The shape 1s round and the desisn is that of the Royal
Arms, and (apparently) "New Zealand" below, elthough the lettering is indistinct.
Mr, Goldsworthy, of the Internal Affalrs Department, who assisted in restoring the
Treaty, informs me that the originul '"meaty has shed 1ts senls, and that there now
remalng only wax stains indicating where they were originelly affixed.

A second Government Seal of similar design, but larger and oval in shaps,
and described as "Hobsonte Soal! may be seen in an exhibition case in the British
Residency, at Waltangl, where 1t was no doubt used as the second officinl Seal of
the infant Colony of New Zealand.

The lesturer thon described the semls of New South Wales, bearing convict
emblems, which werc alco used on pnblic documonts relating to New Zealand until
New Zealand was soperated from the parent coleny in 1841,

The THIP) PURLIC SEAL of Now Zealnnd, which wns the first "Great Sonl! of a
distinetive Now Zenlnnd desien, was usod at lenst from 3rd Jumo, 1841, until 16th
Ootober, 1847, on which dato it wns nsed on an Ordinnnco of tha Logisln'ive
Council, session 8, 1847. The basic featurcs of thls soal were

ON AN ESTRADE, H.M, THE QUEEN RECEIVILG THE SUBMISSION
OF THE NATIVE CHIEFS, and inscribed VICTORIA D.G. BRI-
TANNIAR REGINA F,D. SIG. NOVAE ZEALANDIAE, 2§ inc. dia.

The general design shows Queen Victoria standing in the centre, erowned,
with elght Meorl Chiefs grouped around her, The baslo features of this design,

but with five Maorls grouped around the Queen werc used for the first Public Seal
of New Ulster (North Island. )

The FOURTH PUBLIC SEAL, which was adopted in 1848 by Governor Grey, bears a
completely new design, that of an English settler in municipal robes, standing,
to right, and & Maori Chief standing to left, with a draped table between, depict-
ing on cloth the scales of Justice and the Cross of Christilenity, and on the table
a Macoq The deslgn wns prepared by Attorney-General Swninson, who was noted fon
his pencil sketches of rugged bush scenes. The chanco diecovery of evidence thav
Swalnson had deslgned tho soal had put to rest tho controversy rogarding the
symbolism of tho "Missionary" or "Pope!" which wns lator eriticised when the senl
was shown on the back of Bank of Noew Zealand notes. The lottering of the fourth
seal is bllinguel as follows! VICTORIA D.G. BRITTANIARUM REGINA F.Ds

ISLANDS OF NEW ZEALAND,

It was to the eredit of successive Under-Seccrotaries of Internal Affalre,
and particularly to Mr, J, Heenan, the present Undor-Searetary, that varilous
attempts to alter the design of the Public Senl of Now Hernland had boen resisue!l
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and although the lettering of the seal was altered with the demise of the Crown,

the basic features were retained, and carried to thils day an association with two
great figures in New Zealand History, those of Attorney-General Swainson and Gov-

ernor Grey,

CUSTODY AND USE OF THE GREAT SEAL. In England the Great Seal of the Realm is
guarded almost as closely as the Crown itself, and simillar care is taken in the
case of Public Seals adopted by British Dominions,

In New Zealand, for practical considerations, the Public Seal 1is now kept
at Government Buildings in charge of the Under-Secretary of Internal Affeirs (Mr,
Je Heenan) who appoints two officers to be in charge of the seal and press, which
are double locked and placed in the strongroom each night, Houre are appointed
for the sealing of documents for Government Departments.

No princely salary accrues to the Keeper of the Public Seal in New Zealand,
and the elaborate customs associated with the oustody of Btate seals elsewhere
find no place in New Zealand where the machinery of Government goes on notwith-
standing the immediate presence or absence of sealed documents to validate major
acta, The signatures of the Governor-General or the Prime Minister are of first
importance, and the use of the Seal 1s a natural corollary in keeping with the
importance of the documents signed,

FIRST SEAL SAVED FROM FIRE, 1In 1841 the most cherished official possess-
ions of the Oolonlal Secretary were the Treaty of Waltangi, and the Seal of the
Colony, kept in a rough sheet-iron box in the Govermment office at .Auckland.

During a fire there on 3rd April, 1841, Mr. George ElLliott-Elliott, Government
Record Clerk, (who incidentally then 1ived in a raupo whare in Queen Street)
roscued the treaty and seal at soms risk to himsgelf, and it is interesting to
record thet the Treaty, now restored, still keeps company with the existing Public
Seal, 1n the custody of the Department of Internsl Affairs, Wellington.

The lesturer then procesded to describe the fifth Public Seal of New Zea-~
land (which was made of silver and presented by Queen Victoria with the Royel
Charter accompanying the Constitution Act of 1852, and which was stolen from the
Colonial Museum in 1890) the sixth Public Seal, adopted in 1881 (the cost of which
raised a storm in official oircles) the seventh (Bdward 1901-1910) which bore an
extended bilingual inscription} the elghth Public Seal (George V. 1910-1936) and
the ninth Public Seal George VI. (1938, first used, to date) which covered the
period of a century.

The leoturer then dealt with proposed changes 1n design, documents re-
quired by law to be sealed, "Demasking! of old seals, and referred to early re-
cords he had been able to secure in England covering the making and use of New
Zealand State and Provinocial Seals.

The seals of New Ulster, Noew Munster, and of the various provinces were
then described.,

SEALS OF MAORI KINGS. The goal of Potatou, solf-styled Native King of
New Zealuand, was as follows!-
Ovel ? A shield of arms of modern canting heraldry! quarterly;
l. A spear between two flngs in saltire, each charged
with three estoiles.
2e A hand and a forearm oouped fesswise, holding a
branch.
3. On waves a spouting whalocs
4. On a terragse & tree} over mll a Cross Latin.
Crest on a wreath, a gallsy or canoe conbtaining seven men with
paddles} . behind it an orient and radiant sun. Above and part-
ly over the sun, on a wreath an apteryx or wingless bird of
New Zealand, At the sides of the shleld on Jungle grass, a
club and o mace of Native forms! Legend on n ribbon in base!l-
"POTATAU I1I KINGI"

One writer (Mr. G. T. Roberts) in desecribing tho senl of Potntnu says!l-
"A beginning was mnde in tho days of good King Potatan whon that old boy got him-
gelf a seal to bolster up his dignity, Had I been in tho old fellow's shocs, I
would have stuck out for n crown, but since he probobly knew as 1little about crowrs
as he did about shoes, he was content with a geal, It was not an unduly preton-
tious affair, and the chances are that it wna more or lebs a utility instrument.
The seal of hls successor, Tawhiao, was probably also of some service, but it wnr
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uged so Indiseriminately that one suspects a touch of vanity possibly less on the
part of Tawhiao than of his ministers.”

TAWHIAO!S SEAL, The main theme is a series of "whirls®, stars and a crescent
moon surmounted by a small cross and around 1s the lettering!-
KO TE HIIRI WHAIMANA O TE RCPU IRARQC I TE MARA, O KINGI TA WAHAIAO

Mr. Johannes Andersen said that Hobson, and Irish Governor, had influenced
the use of Irish names for the North Island (New Ulster); South Island (New
Munster) and Stewart Isiand (New Leinster). Connaught completed the four divis-
lone of Ireland, The origin of the names went further back than Ireland, for
all these names ending in "ster" were of Scandinavian origin. The Maori King,
Potatau Te Wherowhero, (familiarly called M"0ld Potato") acquired his name through
en assoclation with events, The name "Potatau" was assoclated with the death of
a favourite wife, with whom Potatau sat, day and night, during her illness, "Po"
means "night" and "tatau" means "to count", and the Maorls called him Potataun
becauge he sat with his wife as if he were "counting the nights® while she lay
dying, The second name "Wherowhero!" (red) was associated with the use of a red
blanket by that Chief. When being beselged at Ngsruawahla, Potatau noticed a
scarlet blanket spread in the sun by the enemy, and being attracted by the bril-
liant hue, immediately seoured one for himself. Red was a sacred colour of the
Polynesian ("Rura", red), but the sacred name could mt be used, hence "Whero-
whero, Some Polynesians used red as chiefly decorations, and in Hawall scar-
letfeuthors had been used as currency.

Most Maorl names had a descriptive benuty, being associnted with things or
events, and 1n their names the Maorl enshrined history.

Tawhiao, who succeeded Potatau as Maorl King in 1860, also ndopted a
publio seal. His clossical features were prominont on New Zealand bank noteag
until recent times, and now they were to te found in the watermark, Swainsgon,
the firet Attorney-Genoral, who designed the bnslc features of the present Public
Seal of New Zealand, was noted for his poncil sketches, and it was to tho eredit
of the Government that thls excellent design had becn retnined, in its essentinl
features, to this day,

Professor J. Rankine Brown referred to the ugso of seals by the Assyriamns
and Egyptians and the significance of the word "reslgn" - brenking oron the monl,

A vote of thanke was accorded nnd the ugunl soolnl hour concluded tho maet-
1ng.

A, SUTHERLAND,

Hon, Se@retary.

c/o Hansard Room,
Government Buildines,

WELLINGTON.

NEXT MEETING will be held on MONDAY noxt, 20th OCTOBER, 1941, ns the last
Monday in tho month is a holiday, (Lmbour Day ).
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REPORT OF 74th AND 76th MEETINGS
The 74th Meeting of the Society was held on 20th October 1941, Bir

Johannes Andorsen, M.Be.E., presided.
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A short paper ON DESIGNING A NEW MEDAL by Mr. }. VWiatts Rule, Timeru
was read by the Yresident, ¥r. Johanncs Andsrsen, as follows:

At the end of last ysar it was decided at a meeting of the Timqra Fire
Board to award specicl gold medals to firemen who complete 25 years' service
with the Boarde A 25 years pold star is presented by the Fire Brigades!
Association to members of brigades in New Zealand on completion of this length
of service, but the Timaru Fire Board wished to give a special star or medal,
as 1t falt it would be grently apprecinted by the men concerned. A small sub-~
cormnittee was empoworod tn carry the suggestion into effect, and to obtain an
approved design. On discussing the matter with a prominent jewsller of the
town, the sub-committee wos referred to the wrlter of this short paper, so the

first step on the designing of a new medal was taken = the client and the design-
er mete

The instruotions reocelved were that the words TIMARU FIRE BOARD and 25
YEARS SERVICE were to appear, with some sultable symbols or emblems of brigade
services Tentative sketches were commenced, end as it was felt that any
ettemot at pletorial representation of, say, e fire engine in action, would be
too fussy, it wns finally deolded to simplify the design to include a fireman's
ceremonial helmet, superimposed on two hatohets crossed, and surrounded by a
laurel wreath. (Plate 1)

From the sketches a drawing twice full size was made in pen and ink end
coloured, (Plate 11) and was then roduced by photography to the exact size of
the dosired medal, (Plate 1lll) to study the effect of the designe An amended
sketch wns then made with the lettering reduced in size, (Plate 1V) giving more
plain surface to the medal,

The sketohes and desoription were then forwarded to Messrs Iimyer & Kean,
in Wellington, for a quotation for outting dies and striking the medals.  And
here ocame & great disappointment. The original design and instructions werse
for the lettering to be formed by leaving the surface of the medal and cutting
away the background slightly, the laurel wreath and the helmet and orossed axes
to be In as high relief as possibles In his reply Mre Mayer wrote that he was
sorry that they could not undertake to out the design as shown by the detail.
To carry it out as guggested, the medal would have to be modelled in olay, &
plaster oast taken, and then the die engraved on a die-cutting machine from this
cast, and unfortunately there wes not & die-outting machine in this country.
(Since this paper was prepared, I have learned that a special die=outting mach-
ine has been installed by Messrs Vale & Cos Ltds of Christohuroh, Englneera, at
& cost of approximately £1500), ; g

He suggested that the laurel wreath and hslmet etc, should be cut in high
relief, and the lettering in shallow reliefs As it was technically impossible
to cut the die as shown by the original design, the mmended suggestion wams adopt-
ed and the dies were ocut by Messrs Maver & Kean, Although the touch of modern-
1ty hes been lost by this alteretion, the resulting medal is very pleasing and
has been approved by the Timaru Fire Board. 0

Owing to the difficulty and expense of obtaining pold, it wes deoided to.
have the medals struck in silver, and they have been finishod with a matt

surfaco, with hand-engraved highlights on the wreath, and the surface of the
lettering.

Two coples of the medal have been struck for two memhers who have complet-
od 25 yeoars' sorvice with the Timaru Fire Bripade, one or two more may be
reguired in a few years! tims, and one copy was struck for presentation tc the
designer, so that this medal will probably remain one of the rarest of the Yew
Zoaland redals. (Diameter 33 mms Noa. Sa522),
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lr. Watts Rule illustrated his paper with four plates.

On the motion of the President {lir. Johannos C. Andorseni .~econded by Allan
Sutherland, who said he had numbered the modal 522) a hearty vobtu of Lharks was
eccorded to Mr. Watts Rule for his interesting paper,

THE SPANISH DOLLAR: A short paper on the Spanisa dollar by Shephard Pondi
reprinted in the "Numismatist" (605) from the Bulletin of the Business Histor-
ioal Soolety was read by the Hon. Secretaryo The paper showed that this most
famous of all large silver coins was not u1y Spanish, but rathor Spanish-
American, and that it was not a monstary unlst bk o u1;1p;3 of tho Sanﬁsh real,
just as the English crown-pisece is a multipie of the shillings Ths rea. (aboub
the size of 6d) wes an old Spanish denomination, and although ferdinard and
Isabella of Spain issusd four and eipht reals, these denominaticns did not comn
into popular use until the opening up of trade with the llaw Worl4, when large
deposits of silver there offerod an 2xcelliont opportunity t> make quick money.

The term "dollar" came from "thaler" a large silver coin issued by the
Count of Schlick from ellver teken from the silver mines ot Joachimsthal,
Bohemiase In Mexico, in 1535, o Colonial mint was operci, followzd by many
other mints near silver deposits in the Now World. The' piece~of-eignt (reals)
was sometimes called "peso" (meaning unit Of weight). The application of a
- welght-name to a coin was not unusual; for exampls the pound d {English) livre
(Frenoh) mark (Germen) and onze (Italian).

In the English speaking world, and partiocularly in British colonies,during
a soarcity of British coin the Spanish dollar became the "unit" and the real

" (the real unit) became "one bit™", henoe the American 25 cents (4 doilar) which

was equal to two reals, was often called "2 bits".

The deeign of the old Spanish dollar was, on the obverse the Spanish Arms
and on the reverse two hemispheres orowned between plllars. Beginning with
Charles 111 the obverse bore the head of the monerch, and the orownod tghleld of
Spain (between pillars) on the roverse

By the middle of the 19th Century the gene:'al adoption of the donimal
currency denomination in Europe led most of the Latin Americen ocountries to
follow suite The Spanish dollar influenced the adoption of the doller as a
deocimalised unit of currency over a large portion of the Globe, including the
United States, Canada, South American Statss and many other places bordering on
the Pacifio as far distant as Hong Kong, Malay States and China. Mexico was
the last country to abendon the reel when, in 1390, she decimalised the Moexican
dollar, The rise in the price of silver after the 1974~13 War made Mexloan
dollars worth more as bullion than as money, with the result thai, like England,
she debased her silver coins and the old~fashioned standard Mexican dollar, ‘
child of the Spanish dollar, entered the ghostly realm of historical coins.

DECIMAL COINAGE: Reforence was riade to the statemont by tne HonsH.G-ReMason,
Attorney General, in the House of Ropresentatives on 23rd Septomber on the
desirability of 1ntrodu01ng the decimal system of voinage, 1in speaking on

the Stendards Bill ho stated that a change from the fractional %o Aecimal coin=
age In Now Zealand would have teen a worth-while change In keeping with world
tronds in standerds, and that it was unfortunate thet the change had not been
brought about in 1933 whon New Zealand eoins werc issusd for tho first timc.
(Hansard pas730).
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In a paper on COINS AND HOW THEY ARE LADE Professor J. Rankine Browm,
LLeDs, ileAs, Professor of Classics, Victorie University College, said:

Coins as we know them ere made of gold, silver, copper or bronze, and
this hos boon the ocase ever since the invention of coinoge in the West of Asia
Minor about 700 BsCs The employment of other metanls has been ncoidental and
sporadlos Iron wap employed in the Peloponnesus in the fifth century B.C.,
and later in Jepan down to o oomparatively reoent periode Leaed has been used
mainly by forgers, but it hes been omployed in the Far Eest at diffefont detes,

in Roman Egypt and in Roman Gaul, end os late as the seventeenth century In
Denmark.,

If one purchases o miscellanesous lot of common Imperial Roman coins
one is likely to find ons or two which have o leaden core and a plating of
silver, but these are not necessarily forgeries, though onet's first instinct
i1s to imagine that they ore, They mny be official coins belonging to a
period when the coinege was hopelessly debaseds Tin half-pennies and farth-
ings were current coins in England for several yoars before 1692. Platinum
was used in Ruseln about n ocenbury ngos niokel was coined by some of the Kings
of ‘Bactria not long aftor 200 BeCe., and has lately beoome very populer on the
Continent of Buropes Geormany, I believe, os o war measurse, has called in its
nickel ocolinage. Ceylon has a square-shoped five-cent coin mnade of nlockel.
The earllest colns of all wore made of electrum, a natural alloy of
gold and eilver, but that material was soon abendoned as it was impossible to
guarantee the proportion of the metals in the nixture, and consequently the
value of the oolne Originally, though not now, the amount of metal in & ooin
oonfarmed exactly to the purchesing power of the coins

. As a means of exchange metals have many obvious advantagoss They
are portable, durable, and homogeneous, their power of resisting destruotion
tends to meke the total supply fairly stoedy, while their adaptaebility to the
onds of ornement or use makes them esteemed by mankind the World overs Bubt
all metals are mnot equally sultables It 1s obviously impossiblé to pay
large sums in copper, the weight of which might requireé several wagons to trens-
port the required amount. Copper was the originsl measure of value or ocoin-
age in Rome, and silver was only adopted when the Romans came in oontact with
the silver-using towns 1in South Italys Gold and silver were the only metels
equal to the strain that the development oftcommeree involved, and it is in
gold and silver that all nations now find their standard of value, and almost
neoessarily in one. of these metals,

_Coins are not used now-a-days to pay large sums of moneye .Eerly
peoples did develop something liks the modern banking systemrs. The Greek and :
Romans certainly dids There must have been a time when the Greeks, for
instance, did actually pay large sums in ooins, which, in their oase, would
meen in silver moneys Two hundred pounds worth of silver would weight & good
deal, so that for the payment of large sums of money they certainly used gold,
but not gold of their own coinage. In making large payments they employed
foreign money, the darics of Porsie. These coins had a wide oirculation,
They were of pure gold and weighed rather more than an English sovereigne The
quantity of these coins in exlstonce must have been enormouss There is a
story in Herodotus where one Lydian citlizen oalled Pythius was eble to show
Xerxes the King of Persia, when on his way to invade Greece, no fewer than
3,993,000 of them, &1l his own.

About the middle of the fourth cenbury the Persian daric gonve place
to the gold coinage of Philip of Macedon., Philip had amassed an immense
amount of gold in Thrace, so much so that the former standard, or relation
between gold and silver of 134 to 1 dropped to 10 to ls This change in the
relative values of gold and sllver oaused Philip to reorganise the Maocedonian
coinnges He introdused a gold coln, called after himself 'Phillippus! or
"Philip', based on the welght system thet the ‘Athenlans used for silver, and
for that reason nbout 5 grains heavier than the darice This coin had an
immediate success, and was for a long times the standard coin of Europg and
Wostern Asine. It found its wny as fer es Britain, for, us is well known, tho
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first coins minted in Britain, about 150 J«Ce wero rudao imitations of this
beautiful coin, The Groeck coin had, on the obverse, the head of Athcna, and
on the reverse, Victory driving a four horse chariot, but on the British ocoins
one can trace tho stages by which their designs degenserated into moaningless
lines, curvas, and dots.

; I think it will be found that 2ll nations are more careful about their
gold than their silver coinage. The silver coinage of the Roman Empire under-
went scandalous debasement, but there wns very little tampering with the gold
coinage which, after & period of confusion, started by Caracella, was put on a
solid basis by Constentine who ordained that 72 solidi should be struck from a
pound weight of pure gold. To the very end of the Empire the gold of Rome
retained something of a sncrosanct characters Our own silver coinage is o
token coinnge, bubt the sovereign contains 20/~ worth of gold, and so mahy
sovereigns go to'tha ounce of puro golds

If, on tho one hand a silver coinage proved unsuiteble for the paymeont
of large sums, on the other hand the normal c oins were not small enough to suit
the every-doy business of small peoples Athens tried to get over the diffie-
ulty by using silver coins weighing os little as one groine The Athoniens »
usod to carry their small change in thoir mouths, ond it is & joke of their
comlc writers thet some character had swallowod his money, just as one is sald
to swallow one's teoths There probably was a good doéll of barter in c omnect-
ion with small transactions, until the true gglution was found in coining
copper, from which it was a very short step to regarding the inferior metal
a8 mere token moneys The silver colnage of Greece never beocame token money .
Each coin was worth the silver it conteined, and one reason for tho commerolal
supromacy of Athens and the wide olrculation of her coins was that these coins
woere of full wolght and of good quality of silver. The fmot that Athenlan
coins wore almost a universal currency in the Greek world had as a result.
that they did not change in character and thet while the other Greok States
refined and reformed tho types on their ocoins, sccording to the artistic ideas
of the age, Athens retained almost without any alteration, tle form her coins
hod about 480, until a new coinnge - not an improvement - was issued in 228,
whon coinege wes deteriorating. The result was that Athens never had a coln-
age worthy of the centre and leader of Greek art. '

SHAPES OF COINS

That oolns should be round seems so obvious as to be almost a law of
nature. It is in fact the outcome of one of the laws of nature, and was not
in the first instonce, at least, the result of human thought or intentions
Whon sealing a letter, the melted wax falls in the form of a round blob, and
the same thing happens with molten motele Long before coins proper were
invented, pieces of eleotrum, shaped like beans, circulated in Asie Minors Thoy
heve been found in large numbers, Theyr formed e medium of exchange and had
to be weigheds AYl that was required to convert these pleces of metal into
coins wes to stamp on them soms mark, probably by some business man or temple
euthority in the first instance, as o guarantee of thely welght and contents.
The oldest colns of Lydia, end the Greek ocoins of Asla Minor are more like
beans thon the flat round colns with which the Greeks, and almost all modern
nations, ore familiar, But there have been colns of different shapes. The
old native ooins of India, which seem to have originated independently in the
fourth century B.C%e are approximntely square or oblong in shape, and are cut
oither from a flet sheet of metal or from o bar of metal,. In n currency
intended to pass from hond to hand, tho sharp angnlar oofners are obvious
Inconvenicncos, but though this indiponous coinange vms swamped by the flood of
coins that swept in from the North West 4in the wake of Alexandor the Groat, it
did offer a strong resistance, and not only had some influence on the subsequent
coinoge of the Kabul Valley, but square coilns were struck by the Mogul Emperor
Shah Jahan - 1627-18568 - and by a King of Assam in tho middle of the cighteenth
contury., The modern five cent nickel colns struck for Cevlon have been rnde
square with rounded corners to avold confusion with the 25 cent plocoe of silver,
which is about the same size.
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Lnina ned coins long bsiore tne clocsrwa coinage of Asia Minor, and there
is e statement that a coinage was instituted by Chang, the second King of Chou,
as far back as 1091 B.C. This coinage had nothing to do with ou¥ money, and
is quite differente This vanished coinage deserves a few wordse There were
three kinds, spade, knife, and ring money, the coins having the shapes of
spedes, knives, and rings, The spode and knife money reproduces the shapes
of the old barter units which they had displaced, real spades, and reel knives.
This is interesting beocnuse it supports a view as to the devices on the coins
of Tenedos, one of the Aegean Islands. The device, a double headed aus, haes
beon said by some to represent the axes which were once like the Chinese
knives, barter units or measures of valus, like ‘cattlo, end so on. Further,
the knife money had a hole in the handle, repraducing the hole in the knife
proper, through which was passed the thong that served for suspension. From
this hole, and from a similar hole in the contre of the ring money, comes the
hole which is the most oharsocterictic feature in common ¢hinese cash of modern
timeses This hole, of oourse, is used for stringing the modern coins together,
but that is not the reason why it is therer. It is a survival like so many
features in coins. Thore are fow things which we use which ere so conservae-
tive as coinss Our modern colns ere a direot development from the old coins
of Asia Minor, Greecs and Rome, and there is nothing on modern coinages which
cannot be paralleled in these older ooinse That subject would moke an inter=-
esting paper In itself, P : g

!

- DIFFERENCE IN DEPTH OF RELIEF OF ANCIENT AND MODERN COINS.

One of the reasons for the great beauty of Greek coins is that they are
in high relief. The roason for this was that the form of art in which the
artlstio sense of the Greeks found its fullest exprossion was soulpture, just
es musio is the form of art in which the Germen mentelity has best expressed
its ideals, though it is not altogether easy to understand thet at present,
The Greeks were sculptors. and thelr coin types are small relief carvings.
This is not necessarily the best system for coins, however much one moy admire
the rosults and, perhnps, regrot its disappoaranco. Coins in high relief
suffer greatly in circulation and theoir substance is wastedos It is quite
impossible 4o arrango Greok coins in piles and roll them up as modern bankers
do with our flat coins. Another objection to high relief 1s that’such coins
are more difficult and more costly to strike +than coins in low relief, It was
with soms diffioulty thet the London Mint was persuaded to give us even the
very small relief that our New Zealand coins have. Even among the Greeks
the relief wns beginning to be flattened in the 4th ocentury and this tendenoy
in Greece and Romd developed into the entirely flat patterns oharacteristio
of middle age coins, "¢

. MANUFAGTURE OF COINS,

Coins and medals are elther cast or strucke The early Chinese coins,
owing to their shape, wore oast or ‘moulded, either as units or a considerable
number were made by & single oesting end then separatede.  The earliest Roman
ooins oalled Aes Grave wore made in the same way, and slight projections on the
edpes of many surviving spocimons are the remains of the narrow bands of metal
which had hardened in the channels that had oonnected tho forms in the moulde

The vast majority of anoient colns however wore struck, the proocess being
entirély similar to that used in the present day, though of course much more
rudimentery; there was no machinery, and such coins were struck by hande The
essentials aro a lump of 'metal which has baen adjusted to the proper weightj
whother this metal was heoated or not is apparently a doubtful point, but all
colns now are struck colde Tho pieco of metnl is technically callcd a "blank"
it is . placed on an anvil and held in position by a punch, the uppoer end
of which is struck sharply several times by a hammer. If in tho anvil is
inserted a die =& plece of cold hard metal with a device of some kind out out
upon it in "intaglio", or hollowed out - e corresponding impressing in "relief"
is produced upon the "blank" so that the coin gots what is called a "4type" on
the lower side, which is called the "obvorse", If there is a device also in
"intaglio"on the anvil, then the coin receives a “twpe" oa the upper side as
woll, and we have a coin as we know it,  ALL this is familiar knowledge.
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The majority of archaic coins have a device on onc side onlv, bubk s she
upper side of the blanks bears the brunt of the blow in the punch, a cavity is
produoed, representing tho ond of the punchs This mark moulded by tho punch

is said to be."incuse". This is a Latin word meaning "struck in" ard i3 o
tethnical word, peouliar to numismatics, and was only in'roduced aboul, the begin-
ing of last century. In origin it has nothing to do with "discuss™ and "concuss"

nor with "excuse™ and "accuse" which come from an entirely different roots
(causa, our "oauso"). .

The few ancient dies whioh survive belonp to late Greok and Romon timesg
some ere of iron, some of bronze, some of steel, The probability is that the
older dies were made of bronze, The ancients were quite familiar with the
hardoning or tempering of metals, The process is as old as Homer, who has in
the Odyssey & simile "And as when a smith dips an ax or an adze in chill water
with a great hissing when he would temper it, for hereby comes the strength of
irons" Verious other liquids were used such as the blood of goatss — Oil was
used for tempering fine tools and the like and is still so used. - We know
Llittle of the methods of the die~outters of the period of the finest art, but
it is olear from the surviving specimens of their skill that both the c¢oin die=
engravers and the gem-engrevers woere masters of their arte We know the nemes
of some of themj of two e.gs, who worked for Syracuse, Ximon and Eusiretos, as
these artists signed their nemes on two Syracusan decadrachms, usually consider=
ed to be the most lovely ooins ever designed. Thoso dies often broke and crack-
ed, and had nothing like the lasting quality of modern dies. It is quite cer-
tain that the die embedded in the anvil lasted longer than the punsh -die for
there are many oases whore coins have exactly the same obverse but difforent
reversess Obviously the die on the anvil has better support than the die in
the punch. Mechanically Greek and Roman coine cannot compare with our modern
machine produced ocoins which are more accurately and more olearly strucke
Their superiority consists in the veriety and beauty of the design and the depth
of the relief, and is due to the fact that each coin has been struck by itsclf
with a blow delivered by a humen being and not by & machines On modern coins
the obverse and reverse designs are preoisely parallel, that is, the tops and
bottoms of the designs correspond exactly. That is not the case with ancient
coins, on which the types may be at any eangle towards ono anothers Tho obvious
plan of attaching the dies together by a hinge did not get a firm hold in Rome
until the days of the Empiree Nor are tho designs always struck on the ocontro
of the blankss this irregularity on the othor hand adds %o the attractiveness,
or at any rate to the individuelity of the ancient coins, just as ono prefors e
chair made by a skilled and artistio villege oarpenter to the stereotypcd pro-
ducts of a furniture factory,

There are two methods of making diesp the obvious method is to cub the
dovice in reverse integlio on the die, and this is the method one neturally
thinks ofs  But there is another methode A positive punch, in relief, is
carved in hard metal and then hammered into a pieco of softer metal, which can
bo hardened for use as n die, After that, the details which oannot bo produe-
od by this "hubbing", as it is callod, oan be finished by direot cutting, just
08 o goulptor ndds finishing touchos to a bronze statue produced by the cire-
perdue procossga This method apparently wans known to the ancientse  Thoe ad.on-—
tage of this "hubbing" mebthod is that many dies can be mnde from one "hub®s if
tho dosign is engraved directly on the dio, when the die breaks, tho work has
to be done all over again,

Coin engravers had the ordinary engraving tools, but apparently they did
not use the drill, though the gem engraver used this tools The fineness of the
work must have necessltattd the use of magnifying slassoes, and therc is ev¢d0nce
these were known to the anclentsc

Vow-o-days dies are engraved by what is called o reuuclng mathne‘ What
ie done is roughly thiss A mould is made in wax sbout four Limes the sizo of
the coin %o bo produceds This model is reproduced in e nickel-faced copper
eleotrotype, which is placed in the machine, which then cubs an s xast mathmatic-
ally reduced reproduction of the model, This takes the form of a punch or
"hub" which is then driven into another piece of soft steel, which whon harden-
ed gives the die. This machine dates from about 1839,
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Like many of our modern invenbions the recducing machine 1is an eremy of
the artiste A die produced in this way 1s throee stages removed from the
artist's model, which may not be suited for small scale reliefc. The same
diffioulty is visible in stomp designing, ns is obvious I think from some of
our own stoampse When the artists have produced their wox modols they have
nothing more to do with the chlldren of their imagination. They do no® trouble
themselves about the final metallic producte Not having to cub the metal them-
selves, modern coin designers have lost all sonse of material; thoy do not cut
steel, but model in wax or plaster.

On Greek ocoins, lettering wans not required as the typo identificd the ooine
It was like & trade mark, or the heraldic device on & knightis shield. Letber-
ing on Greek ocolns was at first little used end was always subordinmate to the
design, The B:rzantines mde an effort ot gettling m decorctive effect out of
lettering, but 1t was the Moslems who doveloped letteriug on colns into an arte
The reason for this predominonce of lettering on Moslem ocoins, to the exclusion
of flgures, is interestings The seoond oommandment forblds the making of grav-
en imngda, and under the influence of the Mosalc Law tho Jows hed put on thelr
coins only ropresentations of inonimate objeotse  Mahommet went e von further .
so that types of all kinds wgre banlshed from Mchammedan lssuese The place of
"typos" was taken by insoriptions, more or less ploturesquely arranged or by
elaborate monograms such as are found to-day on Lurkish coins.  Thore wos -
6 time when during the reign of the Ioonoclast Emperors et Constantinople even
the bust of Christ was banished from Byzentine coins,

’
.

‘During the middle ages no really new principlos of ocolnage wore ovolvads
Striking was done by hond, and epperently the lower die still lasted longer than
the upper ones There was less attentlon paid to the preparantion of the dies,
which were not engraved but producod by a series of small purmchese It has been
shown for instance, that the bust of the King orn tho ooincge of Honry 111 of
England was produced by a combination of sbout o dozen punches = oircles and :
eregoents of different slzes, dots and so on, and tho lettoring wns produoced in
the samo ways Owing to the soaroity of the preoious metals, oolns bocame not
only small but very thin, with tho result that during the conturles so far as
art was concernod, colmago wns at 1ts lowost ebbe.  With rogord to lotterihg,
to which I have just roferrod. the invention of printing,by reducing lotters
to fixod sand uniform types, and so pubtbting an ond to tho freodom and individunl=-
ity of the writers of manusoript books, really brought disaster both to modal
and coin lettering. '

The beginning of tho sixtoenth contury eaw the opening of & mew era owlng
to tho invention of maohines. Machlnory was first applied to the striking of
medals, but its.employment in the striking of colns soon followeds Bramante
(1444-1514) is said to have manufactured the first press, and the great genius
Loonofdo da Vinol ‘certainly did devise a mechanioal method for punching out
perfeotly ciroular blenks of uniform woight and sizee Benvenuto Collini, who
was for a periocd in charge of the mint in Rome, mado othor improvements., The
result was that the sorew pross ocamo into use, of whioh the ossential advantago
is thot the upper die 1s brought down upon the blank not with a blow but with
e gradual pressurece Such a pross was introduced into France about 1550 from
Gormenys The power for driving the machinery was derived from a mill, and for
thot reason tho coins turned out by it woro oallod "Monnale de Moulin" or "Mill
Money"s Some of theso coins have insoriptions in raised letters round the
edge as a protection against clippingy in course of timo, as coins were not
thick enough to receive inseriptions round the edge, a close set of indented

perpendioular lines was substituted, end so we get the "milling" with whioh we
ore familiar,

As has happened in other cases, the initrodustion of mochinery in the mak-
ing of ocolns led to trouble, ns it d1d when weaving end spinning mechines were
introduced and vhen machine methods of reaping ond threshing corn were adopteds
The r ights of the moneyers were interfered vwithj they wers al the time a powsr-
ful and numerous body, for though the right of the Soverelg: to ¢ ontrol the
coinage was never in question, the actuasl moking of coins was let out, or even
claimed as a right by certnin nobles and ecclesiastical bodiese In 1585 o
Royal edict abolished coining by the mill In France, and the ram2 thing happened
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in England when machinery wns introduced in i561. But in both countries the

return to "hommering" did not lnst long, so that by 1645 coincge by machinery

was permnnentIy ostablished in Paris and e few vears later it gained the upper
hand in England also,

Since then many machine improvements have boen introduceds  The most
importont of these wns the lever press in 1839, It is a modification of this
that is used in the London Mint to-daye The mochine works so well that a
single machine ocan strike blanks at the rote of more than 100 's minute,"

The Professor stoted that his paper owsd a good deal to.Sir George
Maddonald's "Evolution of Coinngo" and to the article on MNumismatics in tho
Encyolopnedia Britonnioa", -

Sir James Elllott, in moving o heerty vote of thanks, which wnas carried
- by acolemation, said that the Professor had ogain made an outstanding contri-
bution to papers rend before the Societys Tho screening by Mr Bland of Greek
and Roman coins from the Gilbertson Memorial colleotion had vitalised the
poper and had ennbled members in one short hour to survey the changes end pro-
‘eross of centurios as refleoted on the ooins of the ancientss, Sir James
referred to the imperishable fome then being won by New Zealanders in Greece,
Crete and Northern Africa in striving to defend the descendants of the Greeks
of the olnssiocal period to whom civilisation owed so much and whose coing had
been so ably described by the Professors

The meeting concluded with a social hour and suppere

A« SUTHERLAND,

Hon. Seorotarye.

29 Mayfair Flats,
34 The Terrace,
WELLINGTON,
—

NEXT MEETING will be held on MONDAY next, 30th MARCH, 1942, AT 8 P.M-

Short papers wlll be read, coins will be submittod and consider-
otion given to future notivitles of the Soociety and nights of
meeting.
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NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REFORT OF 76TH MEETING — 30TH MARCH, 1942

c)

Tho first moeting of the Sooiety following the Christmas rocoss, wns held
on 3Pth March. Mre Johonnes C. Andersen, M«B.E., presideds Apologies wers
recoived from Mr, He Kirkaldie, Mr. WeDs Forguson, and Mr De Rouffignnec (R.NeZ.AF.).
The Fresident stated that the date of tho previous moeting (75th) mgo 14, Vol

111 should: be 24th Novembar’, 1941: Minutes of previous meeting vmre confirmed.
Reports of The Numismatic Society of New South Wales, end copies of “The Australian
Numismatist" conteining reports of the Numismatio Sooiety of South Australia were
tabled,

NEW MEMBER: Mrs JoT» Inkersgell, Khandnlleh Rds., N.5. was elected o new momber, of

A lotkaer was recoived from Viscount Blodislos expressing epprecintion of
tho netion of tho Socioty in preasenting him with an nubographed copy of "Numismatie
History of Hovw Zomlond".  He thankad membars for the friendly thoughts which
prompted the gift, nnd he roeiprocnted thn good winhos sent to him on behnlf of
membors . A similar nolmowlndgmont vma roooived from Sir John Hanham who is now
qorving with the 4th Btn. Gronadior Guards, and who gave news of ocoin sanles in Eng-
land.’ Both gift books arc to be left in thoe Turnbull Library until happler times.
Greetings to membere were received from Mr. Robert Johngson, ReN«V.ReN.Z. who is btranin-
ing for o commission in England.

NUMISMATIC EXHIBITION, TIMARU@ Lettors wore roceived from Mrs Pe Watts Rule, Vico
Iresident,; and othor Timaru members enclosing interesting press acoounts from Tlmnru
Hernld, 24th Maroh, and Christchurch Stnr Sun, 2lst March, showing thnt Messrs P.
Watte Rule,‘J. Sutherland, A.J. MoPhorsop, ond, A«Fe M, Patterson had arranged in
the Timaru Iibrary a first class exhibition of coins, mﬂda sy tokens a1dc;ariy forms
of. ourrency, and. thot the display hnd stbracted wide intersste ‘The initiptive of
Timdru ‘mombers was’ pruiqed by speckers who stated that groups of members in other
centres right well follow the example of Timarue
R

U Selie AND NUSTRALIAN CURRENCY OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED IN NEW ZEALAND:

Tho Socretnry Fnblod n money oxohnnge oard, 1ssusd by the Ressrve Bmk of
New Zonland in March, 1942, showlng tho oxohange rntss betwoen UsSels, Australinn
and New Zonlnnd coinr nnd noban, This is n vmriime monsure to ennbla nllied armed

forces to uso thelr own curroncies in panymonts in Now Zealonds  An extract from the
notice 1s as follows:

UaSeAo Currenoy NeZso Australion ' NeZs

b oents equals r-S%d ' 10s note equnls 9.114
NOFEEY " 74 g1 " " 19,104
25 " . n . 1e6d - £9 - i £1.194 94
50 " " 360d £3 « " £2419. 8d
75 1 AL . 4474 A -, A £3419s Td
"1 Dollar " 6s1d £5 note " £4419. 6d
5 Dollnra - £led0eEds ' g10 " u £9419, 0d
10' t " 530 0-10do £20 ul y 5190180 0(1

Currency dealt with by shopkeepers ond others muist be immedintely turnnd
ovor to a troding bank. No traffioking in oversens ourrency between New Zealnnd
oitizons is permitted,

MEETING NIGHTS: A disoussion on the fubure notivitles of the Sooloty, owing to
wnv conditions, resuited in n dooision that meentime tho moetings be continuad as
herotoforo, on last Monday in the montha Membors are msked to assist by submibe
ting short papers to bo rend at each meeting.

FINANCE: Movod by Mrs Allnn Sutherland and scoondod by Profsssor J. Rankino
Brown, nnd carried, "That tho Troosurer bo empowored to draw from the oomposito
subseription ocoount an amount up to £7 to pay current nocounts.”" Accountr for
£14.4.1 woro pnssed for pnymont,
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OBITU/RY:  Mrs Chotwynd roported that Hrs, J.B. Word, Vico Progidont, Hokitiko,
- hod pasood owny.  Mombors oxpressod doop rogrot at his pnssinge The lato Mre

Wiard had a long ond usoful 1lifo; end his lovablo charactoristics hoad ondeared him
to all vho know him,

CURRENCY HOARDING: Extracts wore rcad from tho Bank of England roturn for March,
1942, showing that notos in oirculation as at Scptombor 13th 1939 mounted to
®6563,600,000 and on Docombor 24, 1941 tho figure had growm to £751,200,000.

Financial obsorvors suggostod thot hnlf of tho notos in oirculation wero not account-
ed fors Hodrding, the dosiro to manko concealod n ymon:s by notos ond excessive
sponding wore offorod as explanationsg, In Now Zonland in 1939 tho avorago noto
issuo held by tho publio wms £12,014,000 and the Tigures for the year just passod
would probably bo in tho vieinity of £17,500,00C, elso showlng an Incroaso due to

wor conditionss  Pross roports showod that thero was o shortogo of coimge 1n
Europo, duo to hoarding in tho ovent of infletion and donylng metal to the Gormanse

300TH INNIVERSARY OF DISCOVERY OF NEW ZEAL/JID: e Allan Sutherlond stated that
on the 18th Docombor, 1942, 300 yonrs would havo blapsed since thoe Dutoh oxploror,
Abol Tosman discoverod and namcd Now Zoaland "S4aaten Loandt"o  The Dutch Governor-
Gonoral of Notherlande India, Anthony Von Diemon, dospotchod Tasmon from Botavin
on 16th August, 1642 for the purposo of exploring tho littlo known continont of
hustrnline Tasman discovorod Tasmonia, which ho nomed Ven Diemon's Lend, ond
he then solled Eastwards, sighting tho Wost const of New Zonlond on 18th Docombore
Ho soiled up tho Wost Coast ond anchorod off Nolson, but owing. to the hostile
roooption by nativos - who killéd.somo of his mon in ships boats = he sniled northy
and did not land in New Zealande Tho last heodlond ho sighod wos named Capo.
Moria Ven Diomens. '

Mre Suthorland statod that if this annivoersary had occurred in ponoce
time the N.Zs Numismotlc Society would no doubt cormemorate the "discovery by tho
lgsue of n medal, and tho Govornment would probably mork the event in other ways,
In these days metal could not be diverted to the mnking of medals, but the event
could be inexpensively commemorated by changing the reverse deslgn of one of the
New Zect.land coins which would normally be issued this yeare In thet way the debt
New Zemland owed to the Dutch explorer could be recognised without diverting metal
from wer work, and the striking of the oommemoratlve coin oould, perhaps, be under=
teken in Austrelias He did not suggest eny motion, but was sure that Mre Je
Heenan, Under Seoretary, Internal Affeirs, would examine the sughkestion and.would
take aotion 1f he thought the proposal vms possible in present ciroumstencess

Mre Johannes C. fhndsrsen seaid that when Tasman anchored in Tasman Bay
Maorls came out in cenoces and blew native trumpets es e challenge, but Tasman,
mistaling the import of the sounds, got his trumpeter to reply vihn{ch meant that the
challenge to fight had been acoeptodr  Whon Tasman's boats were jolned by Maori
cenoes, some Dutchmen were killed, ond Tasman left without landing, naming the
placo "Murderers Bay". Tasman noticed that the tides wore setting strongly from
the Eost, suggestivo of a passage, but he played safe and hls map shows & bay
where 1t should show a streits A mnp wns, however, also prepared by Visscher,
pllot on tho second ship, and it shows the strelt, and not e bay onlye In order
to ovold awkwnrd questions he showed o continuation of land on his map from West-
land to Throo' Kings (so named because it wos on tho feast of the Throe Kings that
he was thuros) Taosman's discovory of New Zoaland should be commemoratoed in an
enduring mennor, if possiblo, apart from nomsnclature associations.

EGYPTIAN CURRENCY USED BY 2ND NeZoE.Fc The Honas Sccretery read en extract from
en article by "Johnny Enzod" in tho NeZ:EsFs Timos of 2Fth October, 1941, +h ich
humorously doolt with the difficulties of our troops in handling bad peper and
motal monoy in Egypts The artiocle in effoct stated thet tho Egyptlen curreoncy
foll into threc classes (1) genuino or substantive piastres, which were rare,

(2) not so genulno or temporary plastres, which soldioers could ergus eabout, and
(3) definitoly not genuino, or "acting plastres", which nocessiteted the immodiato
disappoaranco of tho purchaser. Multlples of notes wore in all slzes from Sa.We
to 0.8. and cn intorosting gams on Sundays wos tho pasting of jig saw puzzlos,

or pleoccs of notes, to reconoile "shorthand" insoriptions with post and prosent
pachas obd boys and thoir pot asps ond soorplons, tho objoct boing to enhanco tho
donominationse :

* Mo SUTHERLAND,
Hon., Socrotarva

NEXT MEETING: Monday night noxb, 27%h fpriia Mortors arc asked to s?nd or bring
rubblngs or originals of two of tholr most interosting or vnluablo spocimens, and
to jnclude a short deseription for noxt roperta
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‘"NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REPORT OF 77TH MEETING 270442

The 77th Meeting of the Society wac held on 27th April 1942.  Mr.Johannes
Andersen, MeB.E., presideds Apologies were received from several members who
were absent owing o E.P.S. and other duties. Mr. and Mrs. M.We Lynch, (Titi=-

_ rengi Aucklend - British and crown sized pieces and Continental) were present as
visitors and were, nominated .as members of the Societys Minutes of previous meet-
ing were confirmed. Correspondence and reports from Australian Numismatic
Societies were tabled.

NUMISMATIC BOOKS: ':The Secretary was asked to consult Mr. Taylor, Librarian,
regarding the assembling, in one bookcase, of the Turnbull and the Society's
collection of numismatio-works. (This has now been arranged in the large room.
The books mey /e consulted on application to office. Mr Taylor offered a lockup
oase for exhibition of numismetic specimens, literature end illustrations at the
conc1u51on of current exhibltion)

TREASURED SPEGIMENS: 1. A modern coin of Uruguay was exhiblted and discussed by
Mre.Johannes Andersena The designs (a pume end a female head) had atiractive
assooiationSu; -He had visited South Ameriocs and Uruguay in 1936 when the ocoin
wes FTirst Issusde’ :Mr. Johannes Andersen discussed the puma in its native state
and in captivity. He also described interesting assooiations which gave the coin
an added value-to hime

A metal struck for the Austrian Internationsel Exhibition 1868 bearing the
portrait of Emperor Franz Josef (whose name the explorer Von Haast gave to a
Westland Glacier)'was next discussed. Von Haast, as a courtesy used the Angli.
cised spelling ”FTancls Joseph" for the Glacler but map-makers reverted to the
Austrien spelling "Franz Josef"s On the medod 1 itself the spelling was "Franz
Joseph', part Engl}sh and part Austrian.

A Boer Whr medal (NooS 403 )copper 27 mm, wes illustratbd end described
by Mr Allan Sutherlands Only one other specimen was known. The medal showed
o galloplng horse jand two flags crossed. The medal was intended for issue to
school children but was not issued due, apparently, to the unexpected continuance
of the Wars = This was one of the first occasions when the N.Z. flag was shown on
a medals - The dispute between the late Rt» Hon, Robert Stoub (when Acting Gove
ernor) and the late R¥. Hon. R.J. Seddon, Premier, on the issue of the fiag and .
Imperial prerogatives was bFisfly referred to.

NUMISMATICS AND THE WAR:  Editorial comment in "The Numismatist" (Editor 4215
Fernhill Ave., Baltimore Md) for January 1942 was read by the Secretary- The
following is a passage: "It is not possible for the American people to live
successfully without relaxetion and diversion. Recreation is essential; we are
accustomed to ite. Any sttempt to get along without it is unwise. Numismatics
will continue %o prosper in Americe; serious colleotors, as well as non~colloct~
ors, require it. In e war~torn world numismatlcs will continue to exisit; we
offer the hobby to those' who require its messoge for the better performance of
their daily duby,."

Mr, Sutherland suggested that members should consider joining the American
Numlsmatic Association if only for the illustrated monthly magezine which mirror-
ed in a scholarly and topicel manner all phases of the study of numismatics, If
members cared to lodge subscriptions (21/10 NoZ.) and an applioation for member-
ship in the American Numismatic Association the Soéciety would s»onscr the applie
cations and subscriptions would be held for.remission.to UaSes after the Wars
Mre Sutherlend said he had his magazines bound for the last 10 years and they
represented a viluable rgfersnce Librarys

Americon Members of the fssocidtion now in New Zealand with the lirmed
Forces would be welcomed at meetings of the Socletye

EXHIBITS: Mre Ho Kirkaldie exhibited en intcresting series of Malayan and
Dutch Last Indian coins recently brought back from Singaporo by her sone

Mre and Mrs Lynch exhibited a series of English Crowns, % guincas and
Continental silvers

The mecting concluded with the usual social houre:

ALLAN SUTHERLAND
P aT oO o
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. The.78th 'm.;mg o b Gociety iwag hold on 25th May, Brofesepr J, Remkine
Brown proaidad 1n the ahaenoe ot the;ﬂrc;idont Mg, Johannek Andqnsqn. H B,X,

: IUTUBE MEITIHGB Tho quastiun,o! holding naotinga every ‘two mpnthu dnriag
She wAr was deferred untn next meeting, . 4 . :
- EXHIBITS, New -Zealand ¢ommemorative award and other medals were exhibited
hy Mr D,: Atki:naon. 'Tekanini¢ and Mr, P, Vatts Rule, Timaru, These 1nclu.d.ed. some
N, g, ‘medals- not previo\isly taoorded. -and detaiiu will be given in a subsequant "
rapor& '?ii : : - '
¢ POBTR4ITURE ON\QOZFS«wai the eubjeot of an 111uetrated addrese given by Pro-
fegoor J, Rankine Brown, M,A., LL.D, He:sald -. We are a¢ -accustomed to eeeing
on colns the head of a monarch, or of the Pwesident of some South American Rspub-
110 'that 1t .1s natural enough far ug.tq regard such a deslgn an essential element
4n a coin, But thia s far from -heing the case; in fact cogna had been in oxist-
ence for about A0O years bYefore the head.or repre-entation of a contemporary
hnman being appeared on the obverqo By way of an introduction to the specinena
of' representative Greek coins with portrait heads upon ‘them which I propese to
put on the screen, I should like to ;sny something about the reason for this,
.+ (1) Though coins may have been invented in Iydie, it is certain that the
extensian of thelr use is due to the Greeks. Xven in Lydla, which was governed
by permanent monarchs - of whom Crossue is the best known - the head of the mon-.-
arch does pot appéar jon the.coins, the ordinary device baing the fersquartars of-
& lion, possibly emblematic of the power of the King., Among the Oreeke there was
an obvious reason for not putting the head of a ruler on a coin, hamely that dur-
ing the best period of OGreek colnage, the .Oreek Btates - most of dhem damocrati-
cally governed - had rulers or magistra.tu who .wére .annually appointed, so that
thers was a practical objectlion to putting the head of a ruler upon the coin of
the State, for that would require a new iesue and alteration every year, which was
an impossibility, for alterations in ooin designe interfere very seriously with
the circulation of the colna, and aré themselves inconvenient and costly, involv-
ing the cutting of new dles, This fasct; however, is not the reason why heads of
human beings ‘do nét appear on the colhage of the best period,. Even when the Greek
States 41d have permanent rulers, in the. form of tyrants, uhu-e femilies may have
retained the sovereignty of the State for twé or even three generations, these
tyrants did not. put their heads on the calnage of .the States, or make any serious
alteration in 1t, , Peisistratus, for .Anstance, who was tyrant at Athens for e good
many years towards the end of the eixth century, made very important changes in
the direction of improving the colnage of Athems, but he did not substitute his
own head for the head of Athena, -the tutslary delty of the Gity. and the same ig -
true of Gelom, tha great ruler of Syracuse, at the time of ths Farplan war at the
beglhning of the fifth century B,0, Hlg doine have on them the head of Persephone
the traditional typé, ~As I Have. naid, Lydian kings: did not put their heads on
itoins, ant the famous gold darica of Pereia have on them merely the tigure of a
king. and not of the klng vho 1saued tham, ! ;;~ N
(2) "ho normal device on the obverse of Gresk colms of the best period ddwn
to the end of the fourth century, i,e.; to shortly before 300 B,0., is the head
of .a god or goddess, This faot has led to the view that coins were originally
tssued by temples which would have great stores of bullien in the shapa of offer-
ings, and that the head af the. god .or goddess of the temple was naturally selscted
as a fitting device or mark for ,the colns,. . A strong ergumsnt qgninsx -thig view,
Lowever, is that the icodnis of. the early period aré much freer in this respact than
the. codne 6f the later period, say after 500 B,0, It ie only on qoins pf the best
reriod, fnom about 500 onwards, that the divine head predominatas.[though even
~then there are exceptions to what had become the nile, Xvery Greek city ar . atata
&L for during the mogt important period- of Oreeck history these worde ‘are synonymous
a state was, with few exceptions, what: we: call ascity, with.a fov miles of adja-
gent territery, and not a large tract of cauntry &3 with us, Every ¢ity hed 1ts4
protectlng god or goddess, and 1t was quite natural that in selecting a type or
design to charaeterise the-colns .of-s .atate gnd to merk them off from the colng
of other utates, the head og the futalary, deity of. the state should be selected,
To thi¢ the religious characten of :Graek life undoubtedly contributed, Oreek
ideas -of religion differed very axeatly fron ours, and religion as the CGresks un-
derstood it entered iato all :gphereg.of : Greck 1ife {n a 'way that.rqliglon as we
upderatand it cannot be sald te enter 1ﬁnto oun 1ife, both public and private,
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Though I do not think that the heads of dettios were -put on Greek colnn be-
cause the coins had anything to do with temples) 1t -is poseible that the mere
fact that the predominant device on the obverse of Greek coins was the head of a
deity d1d lend qomething'lika sanctity to theln .coing, and caused the Greeks to
look upon tham as.sométhing sacred, .% conaiﬂ@r vtha.t,,x.hh be].icgn aigd hel.p, to make
them reluctant té substitute for the heads of the deity the head 6f & human being,
however oxalted in position he might be, The. sanctity gf coine,-however, was not
the main reason for the ebaence of heada of wreal peoplq {rom freek colns though
it may have deen a ooutri’butory oaune.

) antioipatp what 1 ahnll say 1ater. haada of maparchs pada &heir wax on to
Oreck: coins. after the collapse of -Akexender the Greet's empire. shortly: before 300
3,0, Alexander himeelf did not put hie own head on his colris; the obverse.showed
the head of Horakles (Hercules) with & lion's mask or ekin upon it, This was a
traditional devipe on .the coins of Alexander's predscessors, the oariier Xings of
Macedonia, The head of Alpxander was first put on coine by Iysimachue, one of
hie successors - the King of Thrace —-huz-this head. thought it had the features
of ﬁlo:ander. wag. the head .of. the daifleq Alexander. 4nvested. with the horms of
Zeus Ammon, ' Seleueue I,, first King of .Syria, put Alexander's head on his colng
without the emblems of divinity, and after him the Diadeoohi (the successors of .
Alexander who medp themselwes kings of the different monarchies .into which Alex-
ender's vast empire was splif afiter his death) put their own heads on their coins,
The sarliest king to put his own effigy on his coins was, Ptolemy, 1,.0f Teypt, and
even he was probabdly worshipped as a god by his subjects, so that the step from
the -head of a god to the head-of a mortal was not..so.great,ae one might suppose,
41l these XFastern monarche were prebadly in some way or. other vorshipped as gods,
It was, for instance, in the Bastern provinces ‘that. the worghlip of, the living
Roman Bmporor as a god began, . I shall sbow you e coin with the Aead of the famous
Cleopatre upon 1t, issued probably . at nntloch; on which she 1- delinitely called
"Thea, " or goddepe. : 5 T £

: (3) What 1 have: aljd‘may bo surficient explapation of tho appoaranco ot the
heads of deities on Oreek coins. and the reluctance to substitute for them heads.of
. ordinary, buman botng-. . One- ought algo to take into account the power pf.tradition
ors;habit, for ohce a habit has established Ltself 1t is 4ifficult tp ehake onesslf

- glear ron 1, !ﬁit 1: true’ b1 husad. 11!6 ceherally. : .
m o
: ﬂh thinklnc about what I would nay to you,. an. idoa nu;:ultad 1tnp1£ tn .me
whloh. 96 far Ay I.know, hap Aot deen séen in print theugh it 4s so obvious that
1t must have'been dealt with somewhere, end. as it has.to do with, Greek. art. gener-
.,ally.~ a.subject abput yhich I have eome real kmowledge, - more knowledgp‘ at any
rate, than I have about numiematieg = I propose to deal with this-hypothesis at
greater-length, . Put briefly, - ny,qlau {s that the refusal of thé Oreeks to engrave
on the obyerse of-their coime. the.face of any.real human: being, or rather individu-
al, .alive.or dead, }s in entire harmony with one of, the loudlp; pringiples of
'OGreek art genmerally, Ooins, and the engraving of colns. 1s,a Yranch of Oreek art,
though perhaps & miner one,-and.the.0reeks.were esnentiallx an artistic peopla, far
moere so than we and.any meodern. p90p19|can ¢laim’ to be; ., Thelr whole 1ife was per-
meated by art, just as it vas. by re}igion,:in,a way.in which unflrtunately our own
lives are not, It is probable, therefors,.that.the. Greeks as a whole took far .more
interest in the artistic quality of their coins than we do, and carried their ar-
:1sb1c prlnoiplel 1nto thoir oolnn Just. as; they.(idrinto theirqeculpture and paint—
ne. it Y ‘, a5 SR ' P T
. coins are e--entially a branch of relle? qarv!ng; they aue miniature reiiotu
The principle of Oreek art which I have in mind de that 1t 1 tdeal and’ ‘dealp. with
the essenee .of .thinge, and not with individuals, 'There.is .no such thing as por-
traiture, or the statues or busts of real pegsgens, during. thegpo:iod of great..
Oteek eculpture and painting, and the nost-utr;kin;-qan!irmation of my hypotheail
1es that the heads of real .peeple i .living momerchg r found their way.on tg eolne
Just at the time when the declining art of sculpture began.to carve.statues of ex-
isting people, The desire of the.kinge.and the practics of tha die-engravers thus
corresponded to the prastice-of the contemporary.squlptors,  That ie the eesence
ef my theory, and that {d-the:point’ tonwhlch..al far as I know, attention has not
been called by vritern en numinmptleu. o= i .

+ The two medn’ subjeetsn of uculptuxe during the bqet poriod of Greek art. \vere
deities or divine baings, and nude male figures, i,e,,.athletes,; The image or -
statue of a god or goddese 1a essentially 1depl, -ZOQI end Aphrodite. for instance,
had no existence in the flesh, as wa.say, -but, existed only in the ideas that the
Greeke bad formed of thelr appearance, and uh;nh eou@ptorl embodled.in marble.or
bronse, The figures of deitles, which abound emong the remains of Greek statuary,
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are the Fépresentation in the material form of ideas; they are ngt tho repcosent-
ation of {ndividuals at all, Incidentally; the famil“arity of the Groeiza with
statues and 'imegés of thélr gods and goddesses which formed part as it were, of
their daily 11f3, would make it natural for them to put divine heeds on coius,
A Oreek god ur.goddess’was 1ittle nore than an idealised human buing, more "ednti-
ful and impressive doubtlesa than-the crdinary citizen of the State, but diffe*in:
meinly froh him by the pbssessian of greauer power $0 act, and of. immoruali 5.

The nude male figures which form the -other main subJects of Greek squpture N
are statues of Lthletés. runners, spear throwers, boxers, wrastlers. and eo6, dn,
But the statucs ure not ~cpresentations of individual athlstes, but of the ar® et
idea of an athletd, Aimost all ¢f them wers statues presented to some god or
guddeaa by a successtul nthlete as & thank-offering fer hie victory, and. these
ware’ &epbsited in'scine' tefple or in the vicinily of some tdmple. They may also
have been reaahted ‘and paid for by the citizens of the towns to' which the athlete
belonged,* %or by. & plmber of the athlete's olmirers, or "fans," as we say, Bub in
no cage during 'thé period of which I am gpeuking did these statues pretend to be
representations of the ndtualiathietes.. Ia mulern times if the admirers of a
famous ‘boxer ‘of runde?,: ¢f "all in" wreﬂtler, decided to set up a memoriel to thei
favourite 1n his native tuwn..aay. (we can hardly imagine such statue belng set
up in &' church 6% cathedral Hd the CGreeds did in their tqmplaa) ‘such memorial
would undoubtedly be 4 .etatiue ‘of the hthiete in question, and the more accurats
the resemblance the more succéessful the status or portreit would be ‘considered to
be, Such a procedure 1s -entitely: unthinkasle in lhe case of the Greeks of the
great period of Breek art.' and would énly be poaeib‘e in:what we c¢all the Hellenis-
tic perisd," the last perlod of Greek mrt, roughly speaking, when the effigiea of
real people - kings and queens =’ found their way on to their coins,

This preferencs for the general - the ideal - to the individual or the pRr-
ticular in art, did not prévent the Oreeks from putting én their coins and repre--
genting’ ‘in other forms of ‘art the material ebjects of life,.for these can'be - :
tdealiged just &s himai beings may be, -The distinotion.ls not between the ab-'

etract and the concrete, but between the general and the, particu}ar Thus the
torch on the coins of Amphipoliu is nut &, particular torch, but simply a ‘torch;

. the four-Horse chariot on the coins of Syracuse is not the representation of the
chariot by which Gelbm, seyy- won the chariot race at the Olympic,Games of a par-
ticular year, bub merely a four-horse chariot, : I need not labout, this point, You
can 1dealiss or gonerdlise material objeots of which countless instances exist,
You ocannbt ganeralisb or. idealiee an individuil man - of whom only one instance
exists. the man himself ~ i e, without destroying the man, as 1t were, "

;r

1 ehould 1like to illustrata thia repugnance to the individual in Greek ert
from other spheres besides that of sculpture, for it pervades all CGreek art and,
in fact, all Oreek 1heught Aftér the succeesful couclusion of the Perslan War of
480, the Oreeks erected numerous memoriale .and made numeroue otferings in grati-
tude to the gods; Just as we did mfter the conciusion of. the last war, though not
necegsarily to God, The. Greek offerings took the form mainly of temples or of
offerings to be &eponited in templee, Tn the sculpturdl decoration of these tem-
ples there 1s no representation 'cf the actual Greeks of 480 who fought the Per- -
slans, and certainly no representation of the defuated Persians, The Greeks rep-
fesented their victory by elabdrate: reliof carvings of a symbolic character, repre-
senting stories from their mythology or ancient history, of gods fighting the
glants, of the lapithae fighting the Centaurs, of the Athonians fighting thé Amal
gons - that ig, of thé power of good and civilization ~ the Oreeka ~ fighting and
vanquishing the powdr of darkness and evil, the Paraiana The contemporary Grecks
Who did the actual fighting are not represented, Again, in the offeringsto ‘the' "
gods theré ieg'no referente to.even the greatest of the Greeks who took part in the
fighting, After thé final battls ¢f Flatesr the Greeks who took part in it made a
Joint offering to Apollo of Delphi,; Thig. took.the form of a tripod of gold, set
upon a etand of dronzs coneiating of thres aerpenfs colled together, the three lege
of the tripod resting on’' the- threa; heads of the serpents, Pausanins, the great
Spartan genaral who' commanied “the combinpd Greck army in the battle,.caused to be
inscribed on his memorial words that-mean "Pausanlas, the general of the Oreeks,
after he had deettoYed ‘the ermy of the Medes, dedicated this monument to ?hoebua "
This arrogant inedbiption aroused the indignation of the Oroeks, dénd the inncrip-
tion was erased, —'All that :now rdmains on tha serpent column 1s a lint of the
Oreek Stateés which had helped to venquish the Persians, These names can still be
read on the column which is in Constantinople (Istambul) vhere it was removed by
Oonstantine to decorate hié new city. : . .

Nhe Persians.“ a trégedy by Abschylus. deals with the defeat of the: Persiane
.at Balamis, It is rightly regarded as the greatest pean of victory ever eompesed
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dn honour of a national triumph, .aThO gcena ot the play ta at Susa, tho Persian
cepital, The play abounds in strange high-sounding Persian names ~ the charac-
‘ters are Pereian ~ but not a single Oreek appears on the stege, and, what is even
pore strange, not & single Oréek name occurs in the poem, not even the neme of -
@hemiatoclen and Aristides, though their actions and the parts they pley in the
batela are carefully and accurately described, They are referred to merely as
MA Gretk" or "A Greck man." How different is the whole scheme of this Oreek seng
of ‘triumph from the corresponding Shakespearsan play of Henry V, the English song
‘of triumph evoked by the victory of Agincourt. Henry dominates the English play
"-ﬁutrso far ag the victors are concerned the .Greek play 16 entiraly impereonal,.

i , Junt\ono other 1nl£anoa from the flold of 1iterature, !n his well-known
book called the "Poetice," the earliest and one of the fbst influsntial books of
v 1iteraky eriticiam. Atiatotle lays down -the fundsmental elements of OGreek poatry
:and in an interesting passage contrasts poetry qith hidtory, ~ The poet, he eays,
‘conatructe out, .of the corfused ‘médiey of everyday existence an intelliegible ple-
ture'fres from unreason and -thefefore tmith of an ideal or universal kind, - -
. . Poetry s thus a more philosophieal or higher thing than history, The historian
confines himsalf to particular happenings, to vhat some individual aid or suffered
and he ls everywhere subjeéct to the tryanny of facts,. but the poet, taking a gen-
eraliged view of things, represents the univerlal in and through the particular
and 80 aharei 1n the philoaOpher's quaut for ultimate truth, :

. To return how to the subject of my paper ﬂhat I have been endeavouring to
‘explain is that the abponce of the heads of -individuals, 1,e,, of actual real -’
people, alive oy dead, on Greck coins of tho best period, is in complets aocord-
ance with the essential purpose of contemporary Greck art ~ the preference for
the ideal or the general ovaer the. individual or the particular, It was natural
for the Oresks to place on the obverse of their coins the heads of gods and god-
dasses and not of individual human beings, : About the middle of the fourth cen-
fury, that 1s about 350 B,0,¢ with increasing frequency as the years went on

jeulpture became more reallstie. Statues of individuals were carved, of Demos-
ghenes for instance, and Alexander could. say that only Iwaippul was to ba allpwed
to. represant his royal tigure in marble or bronxe. -

A.beginnin; having been pade by sculpture and paintih;. a uay wal ndw0pened
for monarche -to have their portraits engraved on thelr .ceins, That would have .
been impossible, for reagons I have stated, during the finest ags of Greek coin~
age, It wag natural for kings to put thelr heads on coins, for the control of
coinage haes alwaye beon a prerogative of the monarch in countries governed by
kings, In the Hollehdstic aga we 4o lose tho lovely idenlist heads of deitles
that adorn the Greek. colna of the earlior -period, but we now have a mont interest-
ing portratt gallery of numerous porsons who played an important part in tho 1ife
of their time, & serles-of the heads of kings end potentates similar te tho long
sories of portrajts én the Roman Imperial colnage and, from.the point of view of
art, infinitely superior because Greeck art sven of the Hellonistio age riges high
above tho best art of Rome, Betwoen Oresk and Roman- coine thore can be no com-
parison from an artistic point of view, though from an historlcal point of view
Boman coina are much more 1mportant than Greek coinn,

1 1ntanded to shaw you some Roman portrait coins as well as Gruek colnl. but
un!ortunately the .cabinat does not extend beyond tho beginning of our era and is
confined to Oreek coins, However, I have.been able to discover.a very fow belong-
.ing to. the boginning of the Mugustian . mgo, To dovelopment. of Boman eoinage
corresponde in every way to that of Grook ‘ooinege, The.earliest Romen silver
coins wore ocoples of the silver coinmgo, 6f .the Oroek provinces;of Southern Italy,
ghough they do,not go further back than .about 250 3,0, These havo on tho obverss
2 helmeted head emblematic of Rome, Towards the ond of the Republie, mainly in
the Eest, Roman: commanders began to coin money to pay their troops and, naturally
enou&h. to put their own heads on these colns, I shall show you two colns of
Mark Anthony oh one of which eppears the head of (leopatra, VWhen Augustus became
Emperor hls head monopolised the obverse, and after him the head of the relgning
smparor, with very few exceptibne, appears on his coine, gold, silver and coppor,
Iike a good many other things, tha:.colnmgo of Wostern Muropo is banod on thnt of
Rome, 80 that the heads of kings appear on the colne of tho differont, countrios,
-In our own ocase the only exception to this 1a, 1 BUPPOBO} the commonwealth poriod
vhon ‘there was no king, . ¥ ' . .

Yhort I was in Germany four years ago the newor 1ssues had the head of Presl-
dent Hindenburg cn the obverse, 6o far, so far-as I know, the old man's success-
or has not yet vontured to put his head on his country's coins though he has put
his foot on 1ts neck,
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A hoarty vote of thanks was accorded to Professor Rankine Brown for his in-
teresting-and informative paper, A vote of thanks was also accorded to Mr, A,
Blend tor his assistance in screening specimens to 111ustrate the papsr,

REPORT OF 79th MERTING - 29,6, 42

Thy 79th Meeting was held on 29th Juno. Mr, Johannes Andorsen. M,B,E,, pre-
siding,” -

FUTURE MERTINGS, It wéa'docided'not‘to nold n meeting in July, and to
hold the Amnual Meeting on 31lst August, when members are asked to bring frionds,
A ghort fiilm showing how coilns are made in the Royal Mint will be shown dy Mr,
A, Bland, .

BANKING TERMS EXPLAINND, In the "New Zealand Banker® for 29th May, 1942,
appears an intoresting artlcle by Professors Kilduff and Brosius with the titlg,
"What does g Voucher Vouch?", I=Extracte from the papor, which explaine some com-
mon banking torme, were read at the meeting on 29th June, and . some of the more
interesting extracts are copled here. togothor with a fow of the commenta made
en them ab the meeting-

"In the early English 1aw. 8 voucher was a porson who was cellod as & wit-
ness to éupport or vouch for the claims of another in order to establish the
latter!s warranty of title to property, Later, the word !vouchor' was applied
“to certain types of documents and papers that served to bear witness to or to
establish the truth of something, Thus 1%t came to be used in banking to refer
to a cancelled cheque, for such a cheque bears witnoses to or vouchee for the fact
ﬂthat money wau pald by the bank end was received by the payee, "

" Comment: As in ordinary use at the present day, a voucher is a sheet of
paper used for payment of wages or salary, It is elgned by an authorized
officer who vouches that the persons whose names appear in one column of

the voucher ere entitled to the amount eet opposite their names in another
column for services rendered during & period mentiomned on the vouchor; and
the person who receives the money signs his namo in another column opposite
his neme end the amount:kus to him, thereby vouching that he has received it,
A number of names may appear on the seme vouchor, and the emounts due to
each may differ, but each signe and the vouchor is filed away as a receipt.

"Thousands , , , have been puzzled by the exprossions Recolving Teller and
Paying Telleor, 'Whnt is a tollor? Why is he called n Toller?! What does he tell?
In such sentences ns 'Tell me what you find out,' and 'Tell me who were there,!
the word tell is employed in its extended sense, 'inform; recount the detalls of,
For, originally. the word tell . . meant to count in numborn - a meaning that
survives today in such usages, 1Mo monk was telling his boads,' and 'The top
sergeant ordered his men to tell off' (to count off? Hence the word tollor in
the expressions Recelving Teller end Paying Teller is employed in its original
meaning of ‘'one who counte,! We eleo find the word teller used in ite original
sense of 'one who counts' in such & present-day sentence as 'At the stockholders!'
meating the secretary was appointed teller to count the prexies, '’

Comment: Thers may be a 1ittle misconception as to the meaning of '‘one who
counts,' As a mattor of fdact, a Teller in a bank counts for very little in
the bank; the man who counts for most ie tho man with the blggest deposit:
but this meaning whe not in the mindes of the serious-minded authors of the
peper, In tho House of Represontatives there are Tellers who on divisions
count the Ayes and the Neos, ~Milton, speaking of the sarly mornings, says
in L'Allegro: . c :

And the millonaid singeth blithe,

And the mower whots his scythe,

4nd every shepherd telle his tale

Under the hawthorn in the dale,

The tale 1s not the one that Corydon tells FPhillida; the shepherd was taking
his flock from the fold, and counting them to see that their number was cor-
rect; the tale was the number; the number he took out had to Ytally' with
the number he put in, Thie is clearer in Brown's "Shepheard's Plpe";-
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When the shepheards from the fold
411 their dleating charges told;
And, full careful, seareh’d if one
Of all the flock was hero, or gone,

where the 'tell' 1s in the past tonse, ‘told,! This ‘told' is used in
another eenue by ’Hood in "l‘aithléss Sally Brown";-

k' i lted 'I.‘hen reac!ﬂ.ng enthis ibacco box

.« He heaved a bitter sigh, -
“ ‘And then begdn to ©¥$.. hie pipo, ~
S ' And then to plpe hisn eye, d i

A His death; 'which happened in his berth, !
. At -foriy-o0dd hefely :
[ L They went and told the sexton, and
= The saxton tollid ‘the bell, '

. "In theee deys, the expreseion (trenslated into modern English) 'tb ﬂne.nce
the-friends.of the Duc of ¥lcardy for the Duo's release' meant 'to deémand ‘& ran-
som from the friends of thé Duc of Ficardy for the Duc's release,' , , , The
verb, 'to- finance' is derived frem the Oud French word finer, which haed several
meaningg, such as to_end, to 'gottle, to pay., The same root (finend) appears in
the everyday words, final, £inlgh, and finig,"

Gomment.: Wharefore. 11’ to be flnanced meena to be finished. 'ware fin‘unoe

“It doel seem far-fetched. but 1t is a fact thab the werd check (or chegue )
in its meaning of a written order directing a ‘bank or dbanker to pay money A8
therein stated, is derived from the game of chesy, In playlng chess, the express-
lon 'my king was in cheok! is vsed, The ¥rench word for this eltuation was '
esches, - Such an expression means that the Ring was distinetly mensced by or was
und.er direcb control of the alvervary’s pi eve ¢% pleces, It is this ldea 'of con~
trol that is paramcunt dn our wurd chec” w-'ci used to designate a bank-check,

The present-dasy meaning came about in this .ays the British woerd chegue originall:
referred to the counterfoll or stub oI a bank-draft or ths‘like‘on’?ﬁg—ﬁ'were re~
corded the main particulars respecting the hank-draft, This information served
both as B pormaneni record of the draft ond as an andlting control or check agains
the draft, Iator, the British word chegue referred to the whole bank-draft in-
eluding the counlsrfell; and etill lateT to the draft alone wlithout reforence to
the stub or counterfoil .

g% mment ¢ In fact, the butt checks the cheque, In chess, 'my king was in
check! is never used during play, What happens is, the opponent eays !Check’

. when-he moves a plece to such a posltion that the king-ls threatened with
capture, either by the plece moved or another unmaskbd, or by both, and the
king must then be moved out of check): or the game ig losh, - Ordinary pletss
mey be ocaptured;and removed from ithe board as in drau‘ghtb, only"ix; cheso the
dapturing place_oacuplep the place of the: plesce captured, The king’ camnot be
captured, but he can be placed in check, a puaition where he would be lieble

 to capture were he an ordinary plecej; hie inability to move from that poelt-
+ ~lon or for one of his own pleces to remove or masi the thecking pieocd fin-

, ishes the game, The.warning 'check' le-not required to be giveh - though 1t
may be given by A oourteous opponent « wvhen.the queeti; the next pleoce to the
king, is placed in !check'; she can be captured and removed from the fleld,
which usually means the ﬂniah. for she is 80 powerful a pieee that the game
without her 1is ubually hopelees,. -

"Have you ever wondered why certaln corporations ocall one of thelr finanoial
officers the comptrollsr end other corporations erl]l him the controller? Usage
has made both epellings correct. The wcrd.}gggpiro%lgg_ia the result ¢f an errer
that ococurred about 1500, When the Londun bielnose houses took over the word frot
the ¥rench, thay thought that the corrca? npewidaug sheuld be gnuphioller, hey
ageumed that the word must come from %i I uvsn woid comple (meening &g accuvnt) ani
that the man in charge of flnsncilal ac amie snould be kn.wn B8 8 coleur Thie
aseumption was a mistaks, for the true word.is cenirpilen - & word derived frob
the Frepnch word coniroleur, meaning ‘one whq kaapu A cconter--rell eo as to-chack:
a treaputer or. other person in charge of accounts,' In tury. centroleur comes fro:
gontrole - a combination of twa French words contre (meaning against] and role
{meaning roll, register,") ae

’



Vol, III,
Page 29,

"ot so perplexing to customers and bankers is the word cashler, They im-
modintely amsumg¢ that 1t refers to a person vho 1s in chargc of the cash in a
bank -~ and let 1t go at that, But how many know that the word cash represents the
Englishman's attempt te pronounce the ¥rench word casse which means box? The old
French banker or business man ueed to keep the money necessary for his business
purposes in & handy money-drawer or box, This box was oalled a casse, As time
went en, the name of the container (casse) referred to the thing it contained
(money), Hence casse or cash has come to mean money, And the word for the pereon
in charge of the money-box (and hence of the money in it) beceme gashier,"

Comment: Anothor ¥nglish word comes from the French casse, that 1e, cass,
with much the same meaning, The faot that the old meaning of casse 1s lost
is the name cash-box, the word also showing the necessity for the old recept-
acle etill oxisting, Cash-boxss aro of iron now, eso that the case-hardened
would deséribe the old box as it is now, and some think that the banker, too,
hag become case~hardened, and one cannot holp cogiltating on the relation be-
tween hard cash end a hard caee,

"Two of the most important centres of finance in thoe world are Wall Etreet
in New York, and Lombard Street in london, England, How Wall Stroet roceived
its nemeo 1s more or less common knowledge to Mmsricenss it was the street that
ren along the North wall or rampart hastily erected by the Duteh to pretect New
Amsterdam agalnst the attacks of the FEnglish, But relatively few of us know the
long end fascinating history behind the name lombard Street ~ the world.--famous
financial street of londan, In the year 568, a Toutonic tribe called Langobarden
(long-beards) invaded Italy and settled in the valley of the Po River, The dis-
trict in which they settled became lmown as lombardy , , . Many of their descend-
ants, called Lombards, had a marked aptitude for banking; so much so that the word
lombard {without the capital '1!) came to be applied to any banker, The first
public bank in modern Europe was the Bank of Venice, founded in tho year 1171,
later, with the riss of Tngland as a groeat trading nation, some of these lombard
money~lendars and bankers estnblished branch officas in London - and the straet
on which they nnd other bankers met twice a day to transact business bocamoe known
ns the street of tho Iombarde, or Lomberd Street, FParis also has n Rue des Lom-
bards - the name of which orliginated in the same manner,"

Commont: Lombard results from Langobardon through natural processos of
speoch; i1t is easler to sny and is snld more quickly, The Italian marchants
ware early attracted to England, and many were established in the 1400's aa
traders and moneylenders, and they gradually took on the business of banking
as 1t was then kmown., Our Xdward III owed the Florentine house of Bard}
900,000 gbld ducats, and the house of Peruzei, also of Florence, 600,000,
These people were nat Jews, but where trade was Jewas were, Agalnst them
Bdward I had 1ssued (1290) an edict of expulsion, but many of them braved the
edict and stayed on under the character of lLombard merchants, Partly through
thus being confused with the Jows, partly perhaps through contamination re-
sulting in the hated Jewsury, the lombards become as much detested, The name
they gave the street, Lombard, still perelsts, but the Jews dnd the Lombards -
where are they?

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OF HON, SECRETARY

Members are msked te note that the Hon, Secrstary's address has been changed
Yot~

15 ¥arm Road,
Northland,
Wellington,
Telephone 26-561

ALLAN SUTHERLAND,

Hon, Bacretary,

DON!'T FORGET - ANNUAL MEETING, Monday, 3lat AUGUST, at 8 p ,m. TURNBULL LIBRARY,
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT, YEAR XNDED 30th JUNE, 1942,

The Council of the New Zealand Numismatic Soclety has the honour to present
i1ts annual report and balance sheet for the year ended 30th June, 1942, The war,
which has continued throughout the year, has had an effeect on the activitles and
attendances, but despite this intorosting meetings have been held end some papers of
outetanding merit have been submitted, It ie entlicipated that the¢ demends of war
will result in further curtallment of the activities of the Soclety rnd that in
future reports will be fssued in tho drisfoest form, It is hopod, however, to econ-
tinue to rocord matters of numismatic intorost, particularly rolating to New Zoalend,
end to hold meotings as often as circumetances permit, The balanco sheet shows a
crodit of £101,0,1, In the Trust Account (Composite subseriptions), £3,0,11, in tho
ordinary account, £34,2,7. in the Modal Account (part of which has been earmarked
for special purposes), cash on hand £2,19,11 and £15,18,11 owlng in respect of ac-
counts unpaid, Tho memborship has remained practiecally constant during the yoar, '

For tho Council of the N,Z, Numismatic Socloty,
JOHANNES 0, ANDERSEN,

Prosidont,

STATEMENT OF RECEI PTS AND PAYMENTS
Tor poriod from 21st July, 1941, to 3lst May, 1942,

REORIPTS £ s, 4,.£ 8, d, PAYMENT 8 £€ 8,4, £ s, d,
70 BY
Balence P,0,8.B,: Printing & Stationery 9 16 10
Ordinary Account 111 2 Postages 114 7
Trust Account 118 Prosentations (Mednls,
93 9 6 Fumismatic beoks,eto, ) 510 6
Cash on Hend A Cash on Hand . 219 11
Subscriptions Hocelved 11 11 Bnlaneco P,0, 8,3, Accountsy
Intorest on P,0,5,B A/Ca, ' : Ordinary Aceount 3 011
Ordinary Account 2 9 Trust Account 100 0 1
Trust Account 219 9 o1 € ) 304 1 0
loss amount owing to
Hon, Treasurer - ac-
counts paid, not
reimbursed, 15 18 11 88 2 1
£108 3 1) €108 3 11

Medal Account, Benk of New
Zealand, Credit £84 2 7

Aid1ted and found correects
H, CHETWYND,
Hon, Auditor,

—_—— e

@, C, SHERWOOD,
WELLINGTON, N, 2.

Hon, Treasuroer.

Avpast, 1942,
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REPRT OF ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING, 31st AUGUST, 1942,

The eleventh annual meeting of the Soclety was held on 3 st August, Mr,
Johannes €, Andersen, M,B.E,, Pregident, occupled the chalr, Apologles were re-
zeived from Mr, W, D ,Ferguson, and Mrs, H, Kirkcaldle, The Annuel Report and Balance
Sheet were read by the Presldent, The work of the year was reviewed by ths President
and the Hon, Socretary, and on the motion of Mr, Bland, seconded by Professor J, Ran-
kine Brown, the report and balance sheet were adopted,

OFFICERS ¥OR ENSUING YEAR, Al) retiring officers were re-elected (see page
1, Vol, III) with tho exception of Mr, J, Berry who dosired to retire from the Coun-
cil, end Mr, W,J, Korr was olocted in his stead, A vote of thanks wae passed to
thoso who submitted papers and to Mr, Bland, Hon, Lantornist, and other officers,

U,S8,A, DOLLAR CURRENCY IN NEW ZEALAND, Tho Secratary tablod an advertise-
mont 1ssucd by the Resorve Bank ef New Zealand (Hvening Post, Wollington, August
19th) headed "Dollar Ourrency - Warning to the Public! 4n which attention was drawn
to the Finance Bmergency Regulations, 1940 (Ne, 2) imposing penalties against trades-
men retalning dollar notes or selling them back to the publie instead of passing them
into trading banks, The offlciel dollar rates in New Zealand currency are also glven,
Mr, Sutherland sald that ho had received a visit from a V,S,A, naval of ficer intorest—
ed in coins, and ho hoped that visiting U,S,A, servicemen interested in numismetics
would attend future meetings,

HOW COINS ARE MADE - Royal Mint, 4 short film, losncd from Kodak Ltd,, was
screened by Mr, Blend, showing how coins are mnde, The film was an old one, and
thoee vho had visited the Royal Mint, london, within recent yoars, were improssed by
the changes that had been made since tho Victarian era, The supper, provided by the
Prosident and Mrs, Andersen, was much enjoyed,

NEXT MEETING will be hold on the third Monday in October - 19th, as the laet
Mondey 1s & holiday, Thore will aleo be a mosting on the last Mondsy in November,
beforo the holiday rocees to March, 1943,

ALLAN SUTHERLAND,
Hon, Seeretary,

NEW ZEALAND MFDALS IXHIBITED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The following N,Z, medalms, not previously rocorded, were exhibited as followe:.-

Obv, Battleship, VISIT (F U,5 A, NAVAL FLEIT TO NEW ZEALAND 1908 in three lines bo-
low (heartshaped) brass, BOUVENIR on linked bar ecbove, 30 m,m, by 28 m,m,
Rev, SCHWABBS AND 8 CO, MILWAUKER,

Obv, Battleshlp, H, M, S, NEW ZEALAND above JUTLAND 1916 below,
Rev, Blank, DBrass, 23 mm,

Obv, Crowned bust of Vietoriam, VICTORIAS 60th ANNIVERSARY 1837 1897 around, enclos-
ed in fern fronds, on left mounteins and Maori cance foroground; to right nikau,
both latter in penels, and the whole 45 mm, by 26 mm, brass,

Rov, Blank, :

Ovr, Fireman standing helmeted, holding hose, N to left and Z to right, below two
shioclds, left shield Royal Arms, right shield eroesed axes and helmet surmounted by
Phoenix around UNITED FIRE BRIGADES ASSOCIATION and in exorgus AUXILIUM IN PTRICULO
Silver 39 mm, In three linked bars above YEARY (2) COMPLETED (2 bars) md third
bar axe and helmet shield impalod on flames end on conventionallsed ridbon AUCKLAND
C,¥, BRIGADB, ‘

The above were exhibited by Mr, D, 0, Atkinson, Takenini,

A further series were exhidlted 4y Mr, Watts Bule, Timaru, including the fol-
lowing New Zealand specimen st~

Obv, Horse and bull facing, tree, plg, plough and sheep in foreground, ¥, J, TAYLOR,
LONDOY, on exergue band, Copper 45 mm, and 4 mm, thiek,
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Roy, Space in centre for name of reolplent, wreath of wheat eare, and TIMARU ARGI-
CULTURAL & PASTORAL ASSOCIATION around, Two medals exhibdited were engraved with
name and "2nd Prire, Best Boar, 1869" and "2nd Prize, Wool, 1869", Presumably
sllver specimens of seme design wore issued as first prizes,

Obv, Two horees in high relief standing to right (An outstanding design) J. MOORE,
in exergue, 45 mm, raised rim, Silver (first prize) end copper (second prize,)
Iseued 1873,

Rev, Space in contre for name of recipient, Wreath of wheat ears, and TIMARU
AGRICULTURAL & PASTORAL ASSOCIATION around,

Obv, Three sheep (one lying) in foreground, trees, cow, hill in background,

J, MOORE in exergus,

Rev, Space enclosed by wroath of wheat cars, TIMARU AGRICULTURAL & PASTORAL ASSO-
CIATION around., Issuved in 1874, Silver, 45 mm,

Obv, ‘Threo fat pigs, foroground, one standing, one sltting, both to left, one
sitting full face, whent ®mtraws on ground, trough, farm bulldings end tree in back-
ground, J, MOORE in exergue,

Rov, Similar to above, Tssuod 1872, copper, 45 mm,

Obv, Farm house, stack, and two.trees, standing corn, horse, cow, plg and choep,
plough and spade behind, four birds flying, high relief, J, MOORE 1n exerguse,
Rev, Space in centre for ongraving, enclosed by wreath of wheat ears, and TIMARU
AGRI CULTURAL & PASTORAL ASSOCIATION around, Issued in 1881, Silver, }8 mm,

"THE WYONSM, Mr, P, Watts Rule nlso exhibitod an {llustrated work "The
Wyone" by Leonnrd Forrer (1917) in which reference was made to the Charing Crose
Hospital, London, Medical School Medal, a silver copy of which Mr, Watts Rule ex-
hibited,

PRICED OATALOGUE, GLENDINING & CO,, LONDON, Sir John Hanham, Bt,, Dorset,
Enzland, presented to the Soclety a priced catalogue (ovor 100 pagos, 1llustrated),
of an extensive auction of coins and medals, sold on account of Rev, W,L, Gantz,
This catalogue has been doposited with the Socloty's collection,

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY NEXT, 19th OCTOBER, 1942,
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THE NEY ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCLXTY

REPORT of the Blst Meeting, 19th October, 1942

The Blat meeting of the Soclety was held on the 19th October, 1942, Mr,

Johannes C, Andersen, M,B, Y., presided, Apologlos wore received from Mr,
W,D,Forguson and Mr, A, BRland

Reports of moetings of The Numismatic Socloty of Now South Wales and "The
Australian Numismatist" (Association of Australian Numismatists) were tabled,

BOUND REPORTS, Mr, M, Hornblow (Assistant Hon, Secretary) submitted Vol
ume II of the Soclety's reports, suitably bound, for the Socloty's 1librery,
He stated that he required a few copiles ofpage 21, and pages 36 to 40 of Vol,
gz :o complete one or two sets which could be bound and perhaps sold by the
clety,

EXHIBITS, Mr, H,R Ford exhibited a gold watch 179 years old, also 10w
dollars, gold, Canadian, 1912; Turkish gold and silver coinsy a £ gold plece,
Geo, 1I, 1740; and a 4-ducat gold plece of Austria, 1881

FIJI CURRENCY, At the end of 1940 the curroncy of Fiji was in special
notes for £1, 10s, and 5s,, and coins (silver 2s,, 1s,6d,, and nieckel pennies
and half-pennies) but the establishment of troops there created an unprecedented
demand for coins, resulting in the rationing of coins and the use of postage
stamps for small change, In June, 1942, the Govornment issued 1ls, and 2s,
notes {legal tender to £2) and in the following month it was stated that in
coertaln sugar dietricts a promium of 3Is, in the £ was still offered for pennies
("Pacific Islande Monthly," August, 1942), ILater, traders and hotel-keopers
1ssued paper and cardboard penny tokens which circulated extensively, To cor-
rect the position, the Govermment isesued a penny note which bears the roplica
of the nickel Fij1 penny,

JAPANBSE INVASION CURRENCY, The Hon, Socretary tabled press oxtracts
(Press Sep, 22, 1942 and Post, 8ep. 24, 1942) indicating that a large number of
bank~notes, printed in Japan, had been seized in the Bouth~west Pacific area,
and that these notes (£1, 10s,, ls,, and 6d4,) wero printed in Fnglish with the
words, "Japanese Government" top centre, and a small panel of Japanese printing
at bottom centre, The sizes of the £1 and 10s, notes are similar of those of
Now Zealand, The 10s, is drown in colour and the £1 bright green, The 8ydney
message reporting the matter stated that "the indications were that thc notes
were intended for use either in Australle or New Zealand," Japanese currency
notes taken from Japanese soldiers (10 yen and 50 sen) were exhibited by Mr, M,
Bornblow, who stated that he had been informed that Japanese in the Ooral Sea
battle were found to possess currency notcs printed in English, including, on
one series, "Payable in Now Zealand," and on another, "Payable in Australia,®

Mr, Johannes Andereen said that the issus was reminiscent of Napoleon's
action in striking a medal to commemorate his invasion of Fngland ~ which did
d41d not eventuate,

Mr, Hornblow also exhibited a Syrian pound-note (Bradbury Willkinson), &
souvenlir of New Zealenders'! militery occupation of that country, and an Italian
note from Idbdye,

MHEDAL ACCOUNT, Moved by Mr, E, OGilbertson, and seconded by Mr, A, Quimnel:
#That the amount of £84,2,7 standing to the credilt of the Soclety in the Bank o:
New Zoealand be transferred to a Post-office Savings Bank Account, to be named
‘fThe New Zealand Numismatiec Soclety Mednl Account,'"  Oarried,

Moved by Mr, A, Quinnell, and seconded by Mr, H, R, Ford, "That the signa-
tories for the operation of tho Socioty's Medal Account be the same 4s those
for the Soclety!s Composite Bubscription Account,” Oarried,

SUBSCRIPTIONE, It was decided that Mr, B, Gilbertson bo appointed to
agelst the Hon, Treasurer in ascortaining the number of unpnid subscriptionn,
and in advising members in arrears,

MEMBERS BHRVING IN ARMED YORCES, Messrs, A, Quinncll (Army) and Mr, de
Rouffignac (Alr Force) were welcomed after an abnonece in other parts of tho
country. Messages of good will were rend from Mr, R, Johnson (Navy) and Elr
John Hanham (Army),
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MEDAL, Mr, A, Sutherland exhibitod a rubbing of a medal as folloys}

Obv, Bpray of kowhal blossoms and leaves, WANGANUI HORTICULTURAL 80CI-
BTY around,

Rev, AWARDED T0 and space for name of recipient, encloged by wreath of
kowhai leaves and blossoms around, Copper, 32 mm, raised rim, The medal was
lagt issued many years ago,

CORROSION OF BRONZE COINS, Mr, J, de Rouffignac submitted a clipping and
1llustration from the "Rotarian", April, 1940, indicating that recent studies
of bronze coins of anclent Greece have given metallurgists new data on which
to plen modern alloys, The conclusion 1s that after the test of 20 centuries,
"Bronzes with low tin contont and low to moderate amounts of lead are thus
shown to be superlor to others on the long pull,”

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND COINS, The small "s" on the reverse of the
1942 Australlan shilling and sixpence is stated to indlcate that the colns
were minted in San Franclsco, U,S,A, New Zoaland coins are now bdeing minted
in Australia,

REPORT OF THE 82nd MEETING - 30th NOVEMBER, 1942

The 82nd meeting of the Society was hold on 30th November, 1942, Mr,
Johennes Andersen, M,B,B®,, President, occupled the chair, In anticipation of
the presence of interested American members of the Armed Forces, a paper was
prepared dealing with Pacific Island Red F¥eather currency, but at the last
moment the visitors could not attend,

CONDOLENCE, A motion was passed expressing tho the sympathy of members
with Mr, and Mrs, H, G, Williams, Dunedin, on tho death of their son, Private
Owen Moore Williams, killed in action,

MEMBERS IN TEE ARMFD FORCES AND ABROAD, The Secretary was requested to
extend to all members in the Armed Forces, through the minutes, the best
wishes of the Soclety for the coming year,

EXHIBITS, Mr, M, Hornblow exhlbited a penny note iesued by the Government
of F1j1,

DONATIONS, The Secretary reported that a donation of £ towards the
general account had been receilved from Mr, W, D, Ferguson, A motion expressing
appreclation of Mr, Ferguson'!s genorosity was passed with acclamation,

RED FBATHER TREASURE, Mr, Johannes Andersen, M,B,3,, read the following
paper s

The custom of berter is one kmown to every school~boy, and its pursult in
youth 1s not a bad training for the more serious engaging in business which
sooner or later involves every schoolboy, Amongst the Polynesimns of the
Pacific barter was at first the only means of trade the Pakcha explorors and
traders found it possible to indulge in: and among others Captain Cook found -
I em sure much to his surprise - that the Polyncsians set a great value on red
foathers, They valued the red feathers partly for the smke of thelr colour,
partly becauss they were able to use them in the meking of ornamontal articles
of dress, Whon he was at the Merquesas in April, 1774, Oaptain Cook saw some
gay head-dresses which impreased even him as ornamental and beautiful, He
writess

"At the Marquesas, April, 1774. .« .+ « T™eir principnl head-dross, and
what appears to be thoilr chief ornament, is n sort of broad fillet, curi-
ouely mndo of the fibres of the husk of coconuts, In the front 1s firxed
a mothor-of-paarl shell, wronght round to tho size of a tea-smucery before
that, another, smnller, of very fine tortéico-shell, porforated into cur-
fous flgures, Also before, and in tho centre of that, 1s nnother round
plece of mother-of-pearl, about the size of half-a-crown; and before this
another plece of perforated tortoise-shell, tho slge of a shilling, Be-
sldes this decoration in front, some have it also on each side, but in
smaller plecesy and all havo fixed to them the tallw.feathers of cocks or
tropic-birds, which, when the fillet is tied on, stand upright; so that
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the whole together mnkos a very sightly ornament, They wear round the
neck a kind of ruff or necklace, call it what you please, made of 1light
wood, the out and upper eide covered with small red peas, which are
fixed on with gum , , , . " (Vol. 1, 461),

The feathers of the trople-birds roferred to are the long plumes, of which
the birds have only two, springing from the outer sldes of the taill and project-
ing out from the others, There is 1little of the plume along the sides of the
feathers, only a 1little at the base, the rost bolng tho red tapering quill only,
The bird is an inhabitant of tropic seas, and 1t rarely came allve to New Zea-
land, dut was blown hero in storms, and the Maori valued the plumes very
highly, almost as much as greenstone, and a chief might wear one fixed in his
halr upright over the ear, Sir James Carroll used to wear one in his hat,
and the plume always attracted attsntion, ms with every movement of the head
of the wearer 1t would wave back and forth so that you could not help looking
at 1t. The Maori called the bird, emokura, but 1ts name in the Pacific was
tavake, and whilst that word is no longer usod by the Maorl, he has it in one
of his o0ld saylngs: He hula rere uru, 'a hoka kil runga ra, he tawake maro, he
kawau whekateka (A hula, flying to the west, soaring on high: a tawake, keep-
ing steadily on its courses a kawau (shag) flying headlong), Thle saying,
which seems to have reference to the charging of a warrior in battle, must be
very old, seeing that it preserves the old name of the amokura,

The red head-dresses, or head-dresses with red feathers, wnore used in
other parts of the Pacific, Cook was at the Friendly Islands on 29th May, 1777,
when the chief Poulaho came on board early in the morning, and with him brought
as a present to Cook one of these caps coversed with red feathers, He writesg
"These caps were muech sought after by us, for we knew they would be highly
valued at Otaheiti, But though very large prices were offered, not one was ever
brought for sale, which shownd that they wore not less valuable in the sstima-
tion of the persons here: nor waes there a pereon in eithor ship that could make
himself the proprletor of one, except myself, Captain Clork, nnd Omwal, These
capsy or rathor bonnets, nro composrd of tall fenthers of the tropice~bird (that
1s, the tavake, or amokura) with tho red feathors cf the parrogquets wrought
upon them, or jointly with thom, They nrc made so as to tlo upon the forehead
without any crown, and have the form of 2 somicircle, whose radius 1e 18 or 20
inches," They got some of tho parakeot feathers, however, and whon they reached
Tahiti in the following August, Cook writesy "The important news of red feathers
being on board our ships, having been conveyed on shore dby Omal's friends, 4ay
had no sooner begun to break next morning thean we were surrounded by a multitude
of canoes crawded with people, bringing hogs and frult to markot, At first, a
quantity of feathers, not greater than what might be got from a tom-tit, purchas.
ed a hog of forty or fifty pounds weight, But as almost everybody on the ship
was poscessed of some of the precious article in trade, it fell in its value
above five hundred per cent before night, However, oven then the balance wae
much in our favour, and red feathers continued to preserve thelr superiority
over every other commodity,®

The nativee seemed elmost to have a reverence for the feathers, for every
man, on obtaining a quantity, would turn aside, hold up the feathers before him,
and murmur a short address or karakia as i1f of praise or devotiong but everybody
among the Pakehas was too busy with his trade to stop to learn what the karnkia
waeg or why 1t was murmured, Red was, however, a sacred colour with them, and
ever since theoy have been known thelr admiration for red feathers has been
known: 1t was woll exemplified in the magnificent red and yollow feathor cloakse
of Hawalls; and among thoe Maorl the occasional red feathers of the kakn were
highly valued for knotting into thelr suporior flax cloasks,

As soon after the discovery of Amorlen, an El Dorado was discovered thore
and wealth began to pouf into Furops, not always romalning in the pockets of
those who discovered 1t or stole it, so the Polymesians of the Pacific had thelr
El Dorado, though the treasure they searched for was not gold, but red feathers,
Two names occur in thelr legends, Whenua-manu and Whenua-kura, names which mean
Land of Birds, and lend of Treapure -~ kura being 2 word meaning not only treas-
ure, but also reds; and the treasure referred to was red feathers, S, Perocy Bmit
considered that the place referred to as Whenmua~manu was New Guinea, and I be-
lieve that to be trueg but the word, manu, meens not only bird, dbut aleo insect:
and in Rarotonga, a Maori homeland, manu alone means insect if a bird ie in~
tended, tho word rere, to fly, 1e added =~ manu-rere, Whenua-manu, as land of
insects, applies well to New Guinea, which has insects of all sorts in superd
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abundance, Whenua~-kura was also supposed to apply to New Gulnea, but I think
it applied to only part of New Guinea, and a part separate from tho Island
iteelf - that is, an island off the coast of New Guinea, the 1sland Waigiou,

off the north~west corner of that great 1sland, That island, end the small
group, Aru, are the home of the bird-of -paradise, 1let me describe the great
birdwof-paradise, which i{s found in Aru, It is seventeon or eighteen inchos
from the beak to the tip of the tall, The body, wings, and tail are of a rich
coffee~brown, The whole top of the head and neck is of an exceedingly delicate
straw-yellow, the feathers being short and closa-set, so as to resumble plush

or velvet, 'The lower part of the throat up to the oye 18 clothed with scaly
feathers of an emerald-green colour, and with a rich metallic glass, and velvety
plumes of a still deeper green extend in a band across the forehead and chin as
far as the eye, vhich is bright yellow , . . The two middle feathers of the
tall have no wobs, except n very small one at tho bage and at the extreme tip,
forming wire-liko cirrhi, which sprond out in an elegant double-curve and vary
from twenty-four to thirty-four inches long, From cach slde of tho body, be-
neath the wings, springs a deneo tuft of long and elegant plumes, sometimes two
foet in length, of the most intense golden-orange colour and very glossy, but
changinz towards the tips into a pale brown, This tuft of plumage can be
elevated and spread out at pleasure so a&s to almoet conceal the body of the bird,
They cry 1s a loud wauk, wauk, wauk, wok, wok, wok, end the birds have regular
aerlal danclng-parties in certain trees in the forest which have an immense head
of spreading branchee and large but scattered leaves, glving the birds a clear
space to play and exhiblt thelr plumes, On one of these trees a dozen or twenty
full-plumaged male birds assemble together, ralse up their wings, stretch out
thelr necks, and elevate their exquisite plumes, keeping them in continual vi~
bration, Between whiles they fly across from branch to branch in great excite-
ment, s0 that the whole tree is fillled with waving plumes in every varlety of
attitude and motion, At the time of the excltement the wings are raised verti-
cally over the back, the head is bent down and astretched out, and the long
plumes are ralsed up and oxpanded till they form two magnificent golden fans
striped with doep red at the base nnd fedlyg off into the pale brown tint of

the finely-divided and softly-waving points, The whole bird is then overshad-
owed by them, the crouching body, the yollow head, and emerald-green throat
forming but the foundation and moetting of the golden glory wvhich waves above,
Vhen seen in this attitude, the bird-of-paradies really deserves its name and
must be ranked as one of the most besutiful and wonferful of living things, The
deseription 1s by the great naturalist Wallace, who spent some time in those
eastern islands studying the many forms of 1life go abundant there,

But beautiful as the birds described are, these were not the kura of the
Polynesiane, though they may have given the Hawalians their faney for yellow as
woell as red, The bird I take to be the 'kura is slightly smaller, being from
thirteen to fourteen inches long, and differing in many partioulars, and found
only on the island of Walglou already mentionod, The sido--plumes, instead of
being yellow, are rich erimson, and oxtend only sbout three or four inches be-
yond the end of the telly they ars somevhat rigld and the ends are curved &own-
wards and inwards, and are tipped with white like the tnll feathers of the hula,
The two middle tall feathers, instead of being merely elongated and deprived of
their webs, are transformed into stiff black ribands, a quartor of an inch
wide, but curved like a split quill, and resembling thin half-cylinders of horn
or whalebone; when during 1life they hang down they assume a spiral twist, form-
ing an exceedingly graceful double curve, They are about twenty-two inches long
and always attract attention as the most conspicuous and extraordinary feature
of the specles, The rich metallic green colour of the throat extends over the
front half of the head to behind the eyes and on the forehead forms A 1little
double crest which adds much to the vivaclty of the bird's appearance,

The name given to the birds by the Malay traders is manuk dewat, birds of
God; and 1t will be noted that the first word 4s the Polynesian word manu,
bird, and the second the Hindoo word, dova, with "t" mdded, Besldes collecting
birds, Wallace also collected words, and he has a 1list of 117 words in about
33 of the dialects spoken in the 1slands scattered in the neighbourhood of the
island Waigiou, The liet of words Aid not include 1land or country, so the Poly-
nesian, vhenua, could not be compared with these, but it aid include bird and
feather, and manu in one form or amnother occurs agaln and again, as does huru,
the Polynesian for feathor, but not quite so often, In #1lolo, an island 150
miles to the northewest of Walgiou, lived what Wallace called the Gnlela men,
and he has this to say of them: "These are natives of a dlstrict in the oxtrems
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north of Gllolos and are great wanderers over this part of the archipelago,
They build large and roomy praues with outriggers, and settle on any coast or
island they take a fancy for, They hunt doer and wild plgy, drying the meat;
they catch turtle and tropang; they cut down thc forest and plant rice and
maize, and are altogether remarkably energetic and industrious, They are very
figa people, of 1ight complexion, tall, with Papunn features, coming nearer to
the drawings and descriptions of the true Polynesians of Tshiti and Hawail than
any I have seen,"™ This is a true picture of the navigating, hunting, fishing,
cultivating Polynesian, and the significant fact is that the channel between
Gilolo and Waiglou of New Guinea is the channel the Polyneslians took on their
slow migration from somewhere in Aeia through the Past Indies and into the
Pacifle, ¥herever the Polynesians went in their migrating, a few or more would
stay behind and either colonize the spot or mingle with the inhabitants if they
had anything in common with them, If they settled on an island and found the
inhabitants in possession wncongenial, they would settle on the coast and drive
the others inland so that they had to take to the hills, and had to stay there,
That happened in all the islande where Polynesians got a footingy they took
possession of the coasts, the Molanesiens took refuge in the hills, and had to
stay there, Wherevery too, the Polynesians left some of their numbers, they
naturally left their langusge, and so traces of it ars seon here in the neigh-
bourhood of Waiglou, I have noted eighteen islande in the area where the word
for bdird ie manu or a elosc form of it - mano, manue, manuo, menok, manuti,
manumanu, These are some of the reasons why I incline to identify Waiglou with
Whenua~kura, the land of red treasure, end New Guineoa as Whenua-mam, the land
of insects,

It should be noted, too, that they treasurel rod feathers as the Peruvians
treasured gold - for ornament rather than for utilitarianiesm, It 1s 1ittle won~
der that Cook's people found the red head~-dresses highly valuedy it 1s little
wonder that the loose feathors so roadily commanded trade, The feathers were
taken to be used as treasurod ornaments: 1n 1ittle tufts, or even singly, they
would be neatly bound to small stickesupporters for insertion in the hair, In
the early days of their commorce with the Pnkchno, too, coino would be used for
the same purpose ~ ornament; they would be perforated and hung in the enr or
round the neck,

In Banta Oruz group, British Bolomon Islands protectorate, red feathers are
ueed as money: that is, red feathoers mado up in long narrow strips called tau,
These are as much as 26 feet in length, and two inches or more in brendth,
Acroges this band are fixed rows of feathers for the full length of tho band,
Xach row is called a lendu, and a lendu is made by a base of plgoon feathore
boing knotted into the matorial of the band, end on each pigoon foather three
of the red feathers are stuck with a vogetnble gum mo that they overlap like thc
scales of a fish, Bach lendu when finished is about the sizo of the top of a
safety-match box, and the lendu are added one after another té¢ the band t111 the
whole tau is covered execept for the end which 1s finished off with a plece of
poarl shell, beyond which the end tapers off to a point, tho edge ornamented
with small shells, The tau is rolled up in a coll, and if well enred for re-
mains springy and rcsillent, A charm in the shape of an oqual-nrmed cross of
wood, often highly carved and ornamented, 1s 1lald .on each éoll before it 1s
wrapped up in many leavos 8o as to be kept clean and frosh, also so as to pro-
tect 1t from evil spirits, The feathers are obtalned from a emall bird, the
scarlet honey~eater, and each bird is nble to supply enough foathers for two or
three lendut usually the feathers arc nlucked from the snared bird which 4s thern
relensed to produce a new crop, The feathors mny bo used for trading, and the
maker of a tau usunlly 1s not tho bird-ecatcher, ¥or trado purposes the feather:
of from 15 to 20 birds are placed in n half coconut--sholl snd covered with pan-
danus or other wnterproof leaf, A coll of first qunlity mny contain about 3000
lendu, or the fgathers of approximntoly 1000 birdsy and an idea of thelr value
may be had when it is known that an ocean-going oanoe 5§ to 6 fathoms in length
and capable of carrying three tons, would cost nbout four good tau, If the
feathers were plentiful a skilled worker might make four or flve tau in a yeary
that was so in 1935, when thero were only ten people in the group able to finis
a tau,

Very few coils were sold for Pakehs curroncy; €0 would hardly socure o
first-class one, Mostly thoy were exchanged for food-products, cenoes, turmeori
tobaceos but their chlef use was as a bride-price, the averange price pald for a
desirable wife being 10 tau, In thls group sholl money was current before the
manufacture of tau started, which it did about the year 1860, What started
the fashion, who can say?
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V¥hen I was in London in September, 1936, I had to be vaccinated as I
wae going to Eouth America, and the doctor I called on to commit the opera-
tion was something of a collector, and to my surprise he produced a coil of
this red-feather money; but it was very inferior tau, most of the feathers
having moulted and what was left belng dingy in colour: ho also had a pukaea ~
a Meorl war-trumpet about five feet long, and when he said he had never heard
1t blown I asked him if he would 1like to hear it: he handed it to me, and
after dusting the ancient thing I put 1t to mr lips and 1t emitted a blast
that astonished both him and the splders in it, The old thing could still
roar out 1ts challenge,

So here is a 1ittle mixture of numismatics and enthropology which I
trust is not unacceptable,

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr, Andersen, and the mecting
concluded with supper,

A, SUTHERLAND,
Hon, Secretary,
15 Farm Road,

Northland,
WELLINGTON, N,Z.

NEXT MEETING - Monday, 29th March, 1943,
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87rd MEETING, 29th MAY, 1943,

The 83rd meeting of the Soclety was held at the Turnbull Idbrary, on
Saturdey, 29th May, 1943, Professor J, Rankine Brown presided until the
President (Mr, Joharmes Andersen) arrived, The minutes of the previous
meeting were confirmed,

CORRESPONDENCE was read, and tabled, Mr, A, Mulligan, Treaty House,
Waltangi, wrote asking vhether members would assist in securing specimens
of coinage in eirculation when the Treaty of Waltangl was signed, so that
he could exhibit them in a showcase in Treaty Eouse, The Secretary report-
ed that he had sent photographs of the coins, The Master of the Royal
Canadian Mint, Ottawa, submitted a copy of his report for 1941, for the
Society's Idbrary; Mr, J, Hunt Deacon, Adelaide, (Hon, Corresponding Mem-
ber) submitted a short report on numismatic affairs in Australia, and the
meeting asked that Mr, Hunt Deacon be invited to submit & paper on "Effect
of War on Minte" and "The Groat and its Family"; Mr, H,G, Williams, Dunedin,
offered to sell hils seft of Swedish delers, 4, 2, 1, and %, and also his set
of New Zealand and Australian tokens in oak cabinet, 20 tragys, glass top
end bottom, framed in aluminium, for £120: Reports of the Fumismatic
Soclety of New South Wales were tabled, also enquiries regarding the valuse
of colns, including a request, from a U,S, marine, for a New Zealand crown
plece, 4 gold stater of Phillip of Macedon (father of Alexander the
Great, 350 B,C,) 1s to be exhibitod for of fers at next meeting, Iast
catalogue price £18-£22, (Eead of Apollo, ond chariot reverse),

PACIFIC CURRENCY, Mr, A, Sutherland reported that he had been in-
vited by.the Americen Red Cross to glve o lecture to inmates of an American
Naval Hospltal and that on 27th May he had glven a talk on "Pacific Currency".
Ho had shown spccimens of native money as well as official and private war
money of the Paclflc, and Japanese lnvasion notesy; and had screened slides
of Greek coins kindly loaned by Professor J, Rankine Brown, One U,S, marine
had informed him that he had a Japanese plnk invasion note inscribed ONE
SHILLING NEW ZEALAND end JAPANESE OCCUPATION on the reverse, ZEfforts wers
being made to secure a speclmen,

CONDOLENCES, Communications were recelved from Mr, P, Watts Rule
and Mr, A, F M, Patterson advising of the sudden death of Mr, A,J, McPherson,
Timaru, References were made to his sterling qualitles, and a motlon was
passed expressing sympathy with his wldow and family 1n their sad loss,

Reference was made to the passing of the Rt, Hon, J,G, Coates, Messrs,
Johannes Andersen, Professor J, Rankine Browa and A, Sutherland referred to
his closs assoclation with New Zealand coinage designs and stated that Mr,
Coates and his Treasury officers had at all times consulted the Soclety on
coinage matters, It was due to the personal interest of Mr, Coates that
the present dlstinctive coinage designs were adopted, A motion of sympathy
with Mrs, Coates and her family was passed,

PINAWCIAL, The Treasurer reported that an amount of approximately
£80 was standing to the credit of the Society in the Bank of New Zoaland,
and that much of this money had been earmarked for use after the war for
1ssuing commemorative medals and possibly printing reports, Moved by Mr,

- Sutherland and seconded by Mr, H R, Ford, "THAT the amount standing to the
credlt of the Society 1n the Bank of New Zealond be transferred to the
Society's Post Office Savings Bank Account where interest is pald, and that
that account be then not allowed to fall below £75 in credit wlthout a
special motion being passed at a meeting of the Soclety."

BINDING OF REPCORTS, Mr, M, Hornblow reported that some coples of
the reports had been bound, and the Secretary reported that Mr, W,D, Ferguson
had paid for the binding of the Society's copy. Mr., Ferguson was thenked for
his continued unsoliecited financial and general support of the Society, thls
being carried by acclamation,

RECORD OF SOCIETY!S FROFPERTY, Mr, Sutherland stated that in asso-
clation with the Treasurer he would endeavour to bring up to date the re-
gister of the Society's property, including books, pamphlets, coins, and
other property,
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NUMISMATIO LETTER TO NUMISMATIST, The Zdltor of the Numismetist,
U.S.A,, stated that he would include the name of the Society in the organi-
sation directory published monthly for the benefit of U,S 4, forces over-
seas, and he suggested that the Society should send "Numismatic Letters'
for publication in the Numismatist, Members prepared to assist are asked
to submit contributions to the Secretary,

N,Z, MEDALS, Mr, D,0, Atkinson drew attemtion to the following
medal not previously listed,

Obverse; Cock, crowing, DEFIANCE BUITER BEATS THEM ALL,

Rovaerse: ZIZxhibition Buildings, Christchurch (1907-8) A1, Dia
32mm,

Mr, Bernard Teazue, Walroa, drew attentlon to a George VI coronation
medal, issued by the Kerepehl School Committee,

PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNION TOKENS, A complete collection of New Zea~
land communion tokens, handsomely mounted, and in an oak frame, was pre-
sented to the Soclety by Mr, H,G, Williams, Dunedin, Members expressed
appreciation of Mr, William's generosity, and a motion thanking him was
carrled by acclamation, The collection is exhibited in the hall of the
Turnbull Iibrary where it is attracting intersst, The following paper was
read on behalf of Mr, Williams:-

Communion tokens were used as tickets of admission to the Services
of the Sacrament of the LORD!'S SUPPER and were supposed to have been
suggested from the fact that the GREEKS and ROMANS used a similar token
for admittance to oath-bound secret socleties, The books of St, Saviorls
Ohurch of Southwark, Fngland, show that they were in wuse in that country
as early as 1559, These tokens came into goneral use in the Presbyter-.
ian Churches of Scotland during the persecution by the Crown which began
in 1638 and continued for over fifty years, During this period the
Covenanters, as they were called (being the Prosbyterians of Scotland
who refused to have Eplscopacy forced upon them), were not allowed to
meet for worshlp, Many, however, continued to do so in secret, mainly
in the woods or other secluded places, when the tokemns were found to be
of great valus, not only to exclude the ungodly, but spies and unfriendly
persons who might betray them to the govermnment,y for 1if caught attending
these moetings and they refused to own alleglance to the Crown they were
often fined, imprisoned, and sometimes put to death,

After this condition ended, the custom of glving tokens to the faith-
ful, or those whoy by thelr pious lives, knowledge of the Scriptures,
care of the poor, and adherence to the rules of the Church, were deemed
worthy of admission to the Lord's Supper, continued generally until the
middle of the Nineteenth Century, & few are still in use, but in the
large communities where the custom prevalls a Communion Card is used,

The tokens are classed in thres divislons - Parish, Free Church and
United Presbyterian; the Parish being a district under one pastor or an
Eccleslastical district having officers of its own and supporting 1ts
own poor; the Free Church being that seetlon which renounced its con~
nection with the state in 1843 in order to be free from state control,
the tokens being comparatively modern and generally having the word FREE
inscribed upon themy and the United Presbyterian, which includes those
vwhich called themselves the Original Secession, Second Socession, Asso-
ciated, United, Union, and different Rellefs and Reforms often inseribed
Ist, 2nd, 3Ird ex 4th,

Many of the early parish tokene have only one, two or three letters
inscribed upon them, such as: K for Parish of Keith, R ,C, for Refomm
Church, L,S, for Lord*s Supper, M,A R, for Mr, Alexander Reed, the Min-
ister, etc, These, of course, could not have been classified but for
the records of the Church or Parish whieh issuod them, The later ones,
however, are more easlly identified as they of ten contaln such inscrip-
tions as: Hope Street Free Church; TFree Protesting Church; Reform
Presbytorian Church of New Comnock; Coldstream Relief Church; Gaelic
Chapel; BHutton Kirk; Maybole Parish; and so on,
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One of the most interesting phases of these later tokens is the in-
clusion of a quotation of scripture, ths reference where found usually
being given, principally, "LET A MAN EXAMINE HIMSELF"; "THIS DO YE IN
REMIMBRANCE OF ME"s; "THE LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS", etc, We
also find on some of them the view of the church, a burning bush, a Com-
munion Cup, and other designs,

The material uged in fhelr manufacture was mostly lead or a mixture of
lead and tin, but they were alsc made of brass, silver, ivory, etc, The
earliest tokens were supposed to be made by the use of soft stone moulds,
this being later gubstituted by iron or brass, and still later by steel
punches and dles,

Dealing with the Communion Tokens of the Presbyterlan Church of New
Zealand, they are nearly all of the modein type, the only exception being
that of the TRINITY Church, Nelson, dated 1849, this belng made by a
punch on thin sheet lead,

So far as I have been able to ascertain there were only 42 varleties
of Communion Tokens 1n use in New Zealand, Of course, that does not
mean they were used only by 42 churches, because many churches used what -
is termed Stock Tokens, such as, Free Church of Scotland, Presbyterian
Church of Otago, ete,

The first Communion Tokens to arrive in New Zealand were the Scots
Reformed Presbyterisn Mission to New Zealand, dated 1844, which were
brought out by the Rev, J, Duncan who, on his arrival, found the ground
already occupled by other socleties, consequently they were not then used,
but I understand they were used in the Maori Mission in later years,

The first Tokens to be used in New Zealand were those of the Free
Church of Scotlmd vhich were dbrought out by the passengers of the John
Wickliffe, 1848; The First Church of Otago, 1848; Port Chalmers, 1848
Trinity Church, Nelson, 1849,

Of the 42 varietiles of Tokens known to be in use in New Zealand only
75 examples can now be traced, Of these 25 are Otago, 3 Southland, 1
Canterbury, 1 Nelson, and 5 for the whole of the North Island, The
tokens are listed in a paper I gave previously - see Vol, II, page 37,

Collecting Communion Tokens has for many years been my chief hobby and
my collection now numbers about 4,500 varleties from nearly every country
where the Presbyterian Church has been established, I am particularly
interested in the New Zealand varlety, not that they are any different
from a collectorts point of view, but because they are so closely asso-
clated with the early piomeers, particularly those of Otago, I have suc-
ceeded in gathering what must be considered to be as near as possible a
complete collectlon of New Zealand Presbyteorian Church Cormunion Tokens,
Having completed my object I have decided that the best place to house
this collecticn is in the Otago Early Settlers! Association's Museum, and
I am pleased also to be able to present a complete set, sultably framed,
to the N,Z, NMumismatic Society.

TOKEN COPPEZR COINS OF INGLAND (Before 1672) was the subject of a paper
read on behalf of L,4,0, Eric Horwood, R, ¥,Z AT, ;=

The need of coins for small change struck in a less preclous metal
than silver became increasingly acute during the latter half of the 16th
century, The sllver pennies which previously had been broken lnto halves
and quarters for smaller change proved inadequate in numbers and unsuit-
able in size, were awkward to handle and eagily lost, for they had been
reduced from 12 grains in the reign of Henry VIII to 8 grains by Ellzabeth
as she replaced Henry's debased colns with her own of greater purity and
value, Also, dus to the expansion of overseas trade and priveteering
by Elizabethan traders and seamen, and the influx into Englond of new come
moditiss, and forelen coins which passed as current with coins of the
realm, the demand for small change of a more sultable size became more

urgent,
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The expedient of striking sllver halfpenny and threefarthing pleces
dld not alleviate the situation, as these pleces were also too small for
convenlience, The authorities, taking no other action in a matter that
was apparently beneath thelr dignity, private enterprise, in the form of
merchants and traders throughout the country, stepped in to remedy the
matter and numerous halfpenny and farthing pledges, or trade tokens,
were issued, mostly in lead, and these proved a profitable venture for
thelr 1ssuers, These tokens were looked upon with disfavour by the
authorities as infringing the royal prerogatlve to coin money, end they
were made 1llegal by act of Parllament, dbut this does not appear to have
stopped thelr clrculation,

Towards the end of Elizabeth's relgn copper farthings were offlcially
issued far Ireland, and, some thought having been glven to the matter,
patterns were prepared for copper 14,, %d. and {d, pledges for use in
Ingland andWales, and a proclamation was drawn up to introduce the new
coins to the public, but the Queen's death in 1601 prevented a final
decislon being reached and none of the colns were put into current ecir-
culation,

Although James I had had experience in the use of copper coins in
Scotland he was chary of adopting them for Fngl and, and finally approved
of the idea of allowlng the issue of copper farthing tokens under Royal
patent, which he hoped would retum him a handsome profit in royalties with
no trouble to himself,

In 1613 the first patont was granted to Lord Harrington of Exton in
Rutlandshire, These first farthing tokens were approximately the size
of the current half groat, were very thin, end welghed six grains, They
did not bear the sovereign's portralt as 1t was considered undignified
for the Kingt!s likeness to appear on a coin of base metal, Instead, on
the obverse was shown a crown through which protrudes crossed sceptres,
with the King's name and titles around. The reverse shows a crowned
harp and the continuation of the inseription from the obverse, The
great discrepancy between the intrinsic and nomlnal value led to much
abuse and dissatisfaction, and was the cause of all the subsequent trouble
over them, added to which they were extenslvely forged and were folsted on
to the public in large numbers, After James! death the practice of coin-
ing these tokens under royal patent was continued by Charles I, Shortly
after the granting of the first patent, Lord Harrington died, and the
patent then changed hands several times until in 1634 when it was acquired
by Lord Maltravers and Sir Francis Crane, who were given the right by
proclamation to coin farthing tokens for 21 years, This privilege cost
them the modest amual sum of 100 marks, The only difference 1n design
between the Maltravers farthinge and those of earlier date, was the sub-
stituting of Charles? name for James', and an Iimmer layer of dots inside
the inscription,

At this time, 1n an attempt to prevent the practice of foreing large
numbers of these coins on to the public, the court of Star Chamber de-
clared that the passing of more than 2d, in farthings at any one time was
1llegal,

Large profits were made by the patentees, 1 oz, of copper cost them
14,, and this was coined into 203, in farthings which were then vended at

21/— worth for £1 to retall agents_throughout the kingdom,

Although the tokens were widely dilstributed for ecirculation, the
patenteos malntained only one office in London for thelr redemption, and
many holdere of the tokens living at a distance found it a very difficulsd
or even impossible task to undertake the journey to London to exchange a
quantity of tokens for regal coins,

The public dissatisfaction over the token coins was increased when the
Maltravers' double ring token was struck and the patentees refused,to
recognise the previous tokens, The reason glven for the change was that
the alteration in design was an attempt to defeat the forgers, and the re-
fusal to redeem the earlier tokens was made on the grounds that there were
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80 many forgorles in circulation that to redeem all the single ring tokens
would nrove a fineictal disaster to ithe «tentees, Vo thoncht was slvon,
hovever, to the genoral public and espoeclally to the pooror soction of the
community wvho had to suffor the loss, :nd 'ho in many cases fornd that thelr
entire savings woro valusless,

The next - and final - change that the patontoes introducod, in order,
as they said, to i‘u.ljtl}er thwart tho countorfoiters, was tho issuing of the
rose farthin:s in 1630, Theso weras of coper with a brass coatre and they
were emaller and thickor than the previous types of tokons, On the reverse
they showad o erownod rose, vhida was singlo in some eases and doublo in
othors, whilo tho obvorse remeinod as boforo, These differont chongus
causod groat lossos to ovoryomo oxcont tho patontoos, and geacral indignatior
eroso at the continuation of such a public seendal, On 4pril 12, 1643,
Parliament ordercd tho patontces to ccaso strilking, and apnointod Mr, Pcter
Hesard and Mr, Earrington, trador, as ovorsocrs of the accombe, Theeo
gontlomon wero to roport weokly on the profits which tho prtontoos acerucd,

During tho Commomsonlth poriod patters for farthinss werc wronarcd for
an officlinl issuc, but tho schomo did not »rozross bowond this stago,

Botwoon 1640 ~nd 1672 tho traders' tokons agaln rosumed t:alr nlaco in
curroncy 28 o molivi of smnll chango nxd hold that position witil supprosse
0d by the issuc of tho imporial coymor halfpeanics and farthings of Charles
II on August 16, 1572, which werc accompaniod by strong cnactmonte = vhich
woro offcctivoly caforced - maling the tolzons illosal curroncr.  4And thus
tho obvious solution %o the problom of small chniso wns, for thc timo bolng
at any rate, satisfactorily scttlod by means thnt had beon advocated by
Qucon Zllzabxthls mastor of the Roynl lint nerrly » contury bofore,

A heoarty voto of thaiks was nccordod to HMessrs., Williams ~ad Zorwood for
thoso papors,

EXHIBIZS:
filver Plunlet Oratorical Modal by Mr, 2.J,G, Smith, wianor,
1922; Zarrington forthinge dy iy, W,D, Fergusony Fiji coins
md "momeotal " cont of U,S5,4, by Mr, M, Horablow; ~nd officinl
and private war mancr moncy of Paelfic and invaslion moncy by
Mr, A, Sutherlmnd,

VZXT MIETING: It wrg doclded to hold ths meoctings of the Socicty on the

. last Lionday In tho month ~g horotoforo, the noext meoting
(4nwal) bdelng on the 26th July, 1943, at 8 p.o. Jominntions for officers
will now be recolvad,

A, SUTHERLAWD,

o1, Sacrotars,

15 Pam Road,
Forthland, ',2,
VRLLINGTON, ¥, 2,
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12th ANNUAL RIPORT AND BALANCE SHEET - YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1943

The Council of the New Zealand Numlsmatic Soclety has the honour to present
1ts Annual Report and Balance-sheet for the year ending 30th June, 1943, Owing to
the war, meetlngs have been held less regularly durlng the year; nevertheless, some
valuable papers were read before the Soclety, and summaries have been circulated
among members, )

There has been no change in the desligns or denominations of coins during
the year, The currency of the United States of dmerica ars now widely used in New
. Zealand by the occupyling forces, but traders who recelve 1t are required to pay
this currency direct to the banks, Coins of all the current demominations were
1ssued during the year, but half.pennies, pennies, end threepences were ratloned,
Owing to the need for comserving silver the time 1s opportune for considering the
question of discontinuing the minting of the florin or the half-crown, Many would
welcome the abolition of one of these superfluous denominations, particularly the
half-crown,

No medsls of importance were issued, The absence of any medallic recogni-
tion of the 300th anniversary of Tasman's discovery of New Zealand in 1642 was a
matter of regret, but for obvious reasons such an issue was not opportune,

The Oouncll extende its good wishes to all members in uniform, and expresses
its thanks to members who have assisted in the preparation of papers and the submit-
ting of exhibits, an ever welcome feature, It is recognized that during the time
of war the most that the Society can hops to do is to carry on to the best of 1ts
ability, and to keep the organization alive ard intact in readiness to resume regu-
lar meetlngs after the termlnation of the war, The year cloged with a membership

of 110,
For the Council of the N,Z, Numismatic Soclety,

JOHANNES C, ANDERSEN, President,

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT FOR PERIOD FROM JUNE 1let, 1942, TO JUNE 30th, 1943

LIABILITIES £ s, 4, £ s, 4, ASSETS £ s, d. £ s, 4,
Anount owing to Trease Cash at Post Offiee
urer 15 18 11 Savings Bank 110
Plus amount overe Trust dccount: 100 0 1
banked 9 2 16 8 1 Interest 212 2 10312 3
Medal Fund 83 14 ©
Capital Accounty Bale
ance 1/6/42 g1 2 0
Receipts 513 0
Interest 1 4
_Interest 212 2
99 8 6
Less Payments 12 2 b6
87 6 0
Medal Fund 8214 0171 0 O
£187 8 1 : £87 8 1

Andited and found correct,
W, CHETWYND,
Hon, Audistor,

G, 0, SHERWOOD,

Hon, Treasurer,

WELLINGTON, N,Z,
14th July, 1943,
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Report of 84th Meeting (12th Annual) 26th July, 1943.

The 12th Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 26th July, 1943,

Mr. Johennes C. Andersen, M.3.E., presided. Correspondence was explained
and tabled.

In moving the adoption of the Annual Report Mr, A, Sutherland stated
that desplte the war the Society had been abls to carry on. Mr, W,D. Fer.
guson sald that the finances of the Society were not Improving, subscriptions
belng in arrear. Mr, G.C, Sherwood, Treasurer, said that the loss for the
year was £4, but recent subscription reminders had brought in £7 in 3 days.
After a brief discusslon the report and balance sheet were adopted. Moved
by Mr. A, Quinnell and seconded by Professor Rankine Brown and carried:-

"THAT up to £7.15.0. be withdrawn from the composite sub-
scription account to reimburse the Treasurer who had paid

accounts when the Society's working account wag not in
funds.!

M1 retiring officers were re-cloeted (Referencos pages 1 and 31).
Moved by Mr., W,D. Ferguson, seconded by Mr. H.G. Ford:-

"THAT the action of the Treasurer in investing £81 in a

Post Office National Savings Account instead of an ordin-

ary Post Office Savings Account, be approved." (Refer-
ences peges 33 and 39)., Carried.

N.Z2. Communion Tokens: The Hon. Becrstary reported that Mr. A,
Howltt, retired Sesslon Cierk, St. John's Church, Wellington, had located
two St. John Communion tokens. One dated 1886 is framed and exhibited in
the vestry of the Church. The other, datod 1878, was donated by Mr., Howitt
to complete the Soclety's collection presented by Mr. H.G. Williams. Mr.
Howitt advised thet the Rev., John Moir wes inducted as the Minilster of St.
John'e (then the "Free Church of Wellington", and later as the "Willis 6t.
Presbyterian Church") in the Congregational Church, Woodward St. on 3,11.1853.
Barly records show that he distributed tokens for each communion, These tok-
ens were probably brought by him from Scotland. St. John's was first glven
that name in 1872. Session minutes for 23rd December, 1885, show that 500
tokens were ordered from Home, and at the communion on ond July, 1886, these
tokens were given in exchenge for cards. An 1886 token was presented to
the Soclety by Mr. A. Martin, Egnont St., Wellington, Ths Soclety's col-
lectlon 18 complete but for the St. Andrew'!s Wollington token.

Danish Association: Birthday of King of Denmark; 26th Beptomber; Mr,
Johannes Andersen, as Preslident of the Wolllngton Branch of tha above asfso—
clation, referred to the recent handing over of an nmbulence to the Govern-
ment for the Alr Forco as a gesture of appreciation from Donish citizens of
New Zealand of the war efforts of the Allies, Mr, Andersen referred to the
influence of the sea-faring Danes on the settling of the coasts of FEngland,
and the survival and incorporation of Danisch words in the Fhglish language.
The very name of "Fngland", he sald, goes back 1,500 years, being originally
Angle-land, the land of the Angles, which in time changed to FEngleland -
Englaland - England. The capital of Denmark, Copenhagen (which name moans
Chapman's haven or merchants' haven) was a thorn in the side of the first
great commerclal combine known - the Hanseatlic Lengue of Merchants, with
headquarters in the Baltlc. Denmark then owned part of Sweden also, and
holding the key to the Baltic duly levied toll on all shipping, and waxed
wealthy, The members of the Hanseatic league were known to the Englich ns
Basterlings, because their seat was in the east, and their credit was oo
good and thelr currency so reliable that 1t gave the name sterling (from
Fa-sterling) to the currency that became general - & term stlll very much in
use. 4An early popular coin called skilling by the Danes hooame the Fnglich
shilling. Another Danish and Anglo-Saxon coin, the thaler (or dalex), worth
about three shlllings, was also adopted, though not by Englend but by Amori-
ca; and when Americans glve it their characteristic pronunciation of drrler
they are near the original pronunclation. The Danes had crossed tho herring.-
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pond of the North Sea when they settled 1n England; and when, later on,
after the hiving-off of the Pilgrim Fathere, they crossed the duck-pond of
the Atlentic and settled in the United States (to be), they and the Dutch
founded the city of New Amsterdam (later New York), they introduced the

daler, which changed both 1ts pronunclation and its value, and beceme known
the world over,

Mr, ¥.D, Ferguson exhibited a Pine Tree shilling, 1652, and Mr. Ford
8 series of U.S.A, cents.

U.S.A. War Medals and Decorations: The Secretary was asked to ad-
vise the U.S.A, Minister to New Zealand that the Soclety would be grateful if
specimens of U,S.A, medals and decoratlons awarded during the present war
could be donated for public exhidbition at ths Turnbull Idbrary.

The meeting concluded with supper.

4. SUTHERLAND,
Hon., Secretary.

Report of 85th Meeting - 27th September, 1943.

The 85th meeting of the Soclety was held on 27th September, 1943, Mr.
Johannes C, Andersen, M.B.E., presided.

Exhibits: Japanese Invasion Monegy: Mr. N, Solomen, Napier, ex~
hibited four specimens of Japanese invasion money:-

(1) Blue Note 1/~ Island scene, "The Japanese Government" over
"One shilling", 53" x 22" overprinted 0.C, duplicated in
red.

(2) % shilling simllar Island scene and Japanese characters,
5" x 23", dark purple, O.A. overprinted twice in red.

(3) "Half OGulden" notes in light blus same size, S.J, dupli-
cated in black, and DE JAPANSCHE REGEERING BETAALT AAN
TOONDER: also official 5 cent note of Ceylon,

Mr. D,O. Atkinson, Takaninl, submitted particulars of a New Zealand
copper medal. Design: Seaman, cutlasgs in right hand pointing with left,
bulldog at feet, blg gun behind; VELCOME TO THE FRITISHE NAVAL SQUADRON
1942 around, "Stokes" in smell letters, also a badge souvenir Auckland Ex-
hibition 1913" on seroll, two fern fronds above.

A PAPER ON THE EFFECT OF WAR ON MINTS: Introduction was read on be-
half of Mr. J. Hunt Deacon, South Australie, as followsi- War has affected
colnage more than any other event in history. For the purpose of this study,
1t 15 not proposed t- go beyond the introduction of the sorew-mill, when
coins ceased %o be hand-made and were machine-produced. At the first indica-
tion of the approach of hostilities in the reglon where a "mint" was estab-
lished, the moneyers and workmen would vacate the building, taking thelr dies
and tools with them, and possibly abandoning thé specile if 1t had not pre-
viously been removed to a safer place. Owing to the mobility of the worlmen
and thelr equipment, it 1s not surprising to find "minting-places" opening
and closing within a short perlod. Hazlitt in his "Coinape of the Furopean
Continent" explalns that even the Duchy of Cleves, n very small territory,
possessed four mints — dus no doubt to the emse with which tho marter could
remove himself and his apparatua. It i nleo not mlikely that invading
forces included slkillod monecyera, wvho could tnko poasorsion of nbardoned mint..
ing-places and sat up mintdineg-chopn on behalf of tho succonsful armlen.
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Some references illustrate the effects:~

CLOSING OF MINTS: (a) Thie might be the simple abandoning of the
mint ~ with perhaps the removal of bullion, machinery, dies, and
other tools; (b) It might mean a temporary closing of the mint - a
premeditated actlon owing to not being able to defend the town; (c)
It might denote permanent closing, particularly if the mint was of a
"stop~gap" variety.

During the 1914-18 War, the Government of Belgium was removed from
Brussels to Furnes; eand the Brussels Mint was used by the Germans for
tesuing zine coinage for the occupied country. The Mint at New Or-
leans was closed in 1861, no doubt owing to the fact that the United
States for the period of the Olvil War lost control over the Southern
States.

In England during the Civil War the complete closing down of several
temporary mints can be instanced:-~ Exeter 16463 Oxford 1646; end
Bristol 1645. The Calais Mint was closed by the Fnglish when 1t be-
came apparent that the town could not be held, and the Mint was not
re-opened by the French.

OPENING OF MINTS: In the 0ivil War of Englend minting establishments
were opened by the Royallsts as they were forced to move from place to
prlace. They were, Bristol 1643; Chester 1643~44; Ixeter 1644: Woy-
mouth 1643; Worcester 1643; and Oxford 1642-43. Some of these were
dus to transferring of mints, but not all. The Calals Mint wns open-
ed up during the Hundred Years War (1347); while & factory at Casel-
sarrasin was used during the months of October and November of 1914
in Frence.

RE-OPENING OF MINTS: Instances, the re-opening of the Mint at Melun
by Henry IV to take the place of that of Paris; end the re-opening
of the Paris mint after the German drive to the capltal had been
stopped in 1914.

TRANSFERRING COF MINTS: Instances, Paris to Melun in 1533, and Pnaris
to Caselsarrasin in 1914, but in these cases 1t is not certaln whether
the whole minting apparatus was transferred. I doubt 1t. With more
certainty one can instance the removal of the mint at Aberswyth to
Shrewsbury, 1642, and ite removal agaln to Oxford in 1643, md a
possible removal later to Bristol.

SEIZURE OF MINTS: ZEarly in the struggle of Charles I against Par-
liament the latter selzod the Tower Mint.

COMPLETE OR PARTIAL DESTRUCTION OF MINTS: I know of no casc to

1llustrate this possibility, but wlth intensifled aocrial warfare it
1s possible that in the present war this has happened - perhaps at
Warsaw, or Hambure,

TRANSFERRING OF ORDERS FOR COINAGE: One hns to g£o no further than
the shores of Auctralia to illustrate this. During the 1914-18 Wnr
the Royal Mint, London, was henvily overtaxed with work, The domand
of emall currency for the usze of troops rnd the necesslty for an in-
crensed issue ot «ilver coin to replace tho gold vithdrawn from clr.
culation resultad in some orders being placed olsewhere, and othors
not being completed for come time. The order for Australian silver
was trensforred from London to Melbourne 1n 1916; snd that for the
bronze to Calcutta in the same year. In the presont war the orders
for Australian silver have been transferred from Melbourne to San

Francisco and Denver City, and that for the bronze to Calcutta. In
1915~16 many of the orders received at the Royal Mint, London, were
let out to the private minting establishment of Ralph Heaton and

Sons of Birminghem - and some Australien pieces came from this mint,

EXTRA WORK PLACED ON MINTS: During war-time the standard or metal
content of colns has been changed, resulting in nuch experimental
wvork beilng done by Mintes.
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IX, CHANGES IN PERSONNEL: In the teking over of a mint by one party a
change of officials is often made, perhaps owing to the political
views of the master differing from those of the new owners:

This study tekes no account for the many pleces of money of necessity
for many of these were issued at other than minting establishments, Similar-
ly I'have refralned from desling with any after the war effects for thess,
too, are reflected on the coins more than upon the Mints,

A vote of thanks was accorded Mr, Hunt Deacon.

THE COPPER, TIN AND BRONZE COINAGE OF ENGLAND: The filrst issue of English
imperial copper coins took place on August 16th, 1672, (Charles II), when
farthings and halfpence were issued., Both coins depicted on the obverse
the soverelgn's laureated and armoured bust to left, and "Cerolvs a Carolo"
(Charles from Charles) around. On the reverse, for the first time, appeared
the figure of Britannia, seated, and "Britannia" around, The design of
Britennia was probably copled from Roman coins of either Hadrian, Antoninus
Pius, or a medallion of Commodus. The model for Britannia 1s generally con-
ceded to have been one of Charles! court favourites. The farthing differs
from the halfpenny only in that tho right leg of Britannia is bare.

The experiment of striking farthings in tin was carried out in 1684,
a8 that metal showed a higher percentage of profit then copper. The designm,
size and welght were the same as that on the copper coins, but they had a
square copper plug in the centre, and the legand "MVMMORVM FAMVLVS" 1684

Us gervant of the coinage", or "a subsldiary coinage") round the edge as a
precantion against clipping. The copper plug was yet another attempt to de-
feat fargery but was not successful. The coins were a fallure, owlng to the
more rapid oxidation of tin then copper, so that they rapldly became worn and
defaced, but they continued to be struck until 1693. James II continued
striking tin farthings during his brief relgn. James also struck tin half-
pennies, and a patent was granted to Thomas Neale to coiln at the rate of 20d.
from each 1b., of tin, and with 40% profit for the king.

William and Mary also issued tin money for the first four years of
thelr relgn. The dAifficulty of double portralture in the design was success-
fully overcome by the king's head being superimposed on that of the Qusen's,
both profile and facing right. 1In 1693 copper halfpennies and farthings were
reintroduced, under patent to Andrew Corbet, but after the Queen's death on
28th December, 1694, the mint agaln resumed charge of the coinage.

The replacement of all the worn tin money was included in the great
recolnage of 1696, and in order to increamse profits the experiment was tried
of casting the copper coins, wlith the result that many showed flaws and were
inferior to those struck in the usual manner, and few of the William III
copper 1lssuee are to be found in good condition,

The inscription on the copper colns issued after Mary's death reads
GVLIEIMVS TERTIVS, on the obverse, and BRITANNIA on the reverse. The 1699
1ssue saw a change in the king's portralt as well as alterations in Bri-
tennia's pose.

The abundance of copper coins in eclrculation mede 1t unnecessary to
strike any for Anne until the end of her relgn. Only a few farthings of
1714 were put into circulation, which gave rise to absurd stories as to thelr
scarclty.

Goorge I 414 not 1ssue coins until 1717 when halfpennies and farthings
only were issued. The king's head 1s shown facing right, with GEORGIVS
REX round the outside and the reverse as before. The design 1s unimaginative
end heavy and did not change until replaced by the "young head" issue of his
son.

Goorge II commenced his copper issue with the halfpenny in 1729,
followed by the farthing in 1730, and again the design remalned the seamo oc-
cept for the change in the king's portralt, and the omission of an inner lin-
ear clircle.
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In 1740 a change was made in the king's portrait showing him as an
older man, ¥rom 1740 to 1744 the U in the king's name was written in its
modern form, but subsequently the V was agaln used. This series was con-
tinued until 1754, which date continued to be struck on all copper issued
subsequently and for the first 10 years of George III's reign.

¢ Copper counterfeiting was not high treason as it was for silver and
gold but the maximum punishment was fixed in 1742 at 2 years' imprisonment.
The forgers were well organised and attempts to punish them were quite in-
effective, During the relgn of George III the issue of copper and sllver
eoins was a very spasmodic affalr, The first issue of copper by George III
was the halfpenny of 1770, while the farthing appeared the following year,
and both continuwed to be struck until 1775 vwhen there was & long pause in
the lesue of imperial copper eoins., During this pause the question of small
change occupied the public mind and for the third time the privately lssued
trade tokens made their appearance, led by the Anglesey 1ld. and éﬂ. tokens
in 1784. This time the tokens were issued largely by municlpaliti«s emd im-
portant trading companies end clearing houses were established in London,
Idverpool and Manchester for thelr redemption., The designe were mostly
coats of arms, articles of trade, or representatlions of historical or mythi-
cal persons connected with the place of 1lssue, while the inscriptlons were
stendardised.

The tokens were suspended in 1797, when a contract for new copper
colns was glven to Mathew Boulton of Soho, Blrmingham: which resulted in
the well known cartwheel series. This consisted of the copper 24, pleces -
the first and last time such a coin has appeared in the Fnglish coinage -
the 1d. making its debut, and the éd. and {d. to complete the series ceme
into being as patterns. The 2d. plece weighed 2 ozs, the 1d, 1 oz., and the

. and &d. of corresponding weights, and it did not pay to counterfeit them,

In several ways they were unique, for Kuchler, the designer of the
series, lhtroduced several variations, Britannia is shown, for the first
time, seated on & rock surrounded by water, on which appeare a three-masted
shlp to left. ©She also carries a trident instead of a spear and undor her
chield in small ralsed type ips SOHO, where the coing were mintod. The king's
portralt on the obverse is well executed, The date and inscription is on n
broad ralsed band, end is indented. The new coins were too heavy and were
discontinued.

In 1799 1lighter halfpemnies and farthings were 1ssued. The only other
copper colns to meke theilr appearance during George IIL's reign were the 1d.,
.y and #d., struck in sbundant quantities during 1806 and 1807.

The #d, of 1821 - deslgned by Pistruccl — was the extont of the first
copper lssue of George IV, In this coln the king's laureated and d raped
bust faces left, with the inseription GEORGIUS IIII DEI GRATIA round it,
vwvhile the direction of Britemnla has been changed so that she fnces right,
is more heavlly draped and has boen provided with a helmet. She grasps her
trident firmly in the left hand, while her right rests on her shield. Alco
at her feet and behind her is a crouching lion, which 1s onother innovation
never repeated. The inscription reads BRITAMNIAR: REX FID: DEF;, Tho coln
1s surrounded by a ralsed edge within which 1g a circle of half dots, and
this, with variations, occurs on all later coins. George IV disapproved of
the portralt on hils coins, and in 1825 a new issue appoared with Chantry's
bust on it, executed by W. Wyon, the first of the well-known family to be
chief engraver at the Royal Mint. This peries consisted of the 1d, end éd.
end was Joined by the :d. in 182f.

Uy t111 1825 - with one excoption — tho reigning monarch's bust on
all copper colns is shown laureated and either in Roman mrmour or dreped,
but the drepings were di spensed with as from the George IV issuec of 1825,
though later reintroduced by Victoria. The one exception to this rule was
dmne, who, although her ample person was adequately draped, dld not wear a
laurel wreath, but had her heir curled, while a fillet of pearle is secn
running through it on several of her pattern ferthings. In 1828 a copper
half farthing was lssued for use in the colonies, and was subssquently legal
tender in Great Britain.
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The William IV copper follewed the previous design with the exception
that the king's bust 1s notlaureated. The & farthing of this reign was
minted in 1837 only, while owing to the small number struck all the Willlam
IV issues are scarce. &

Victorian copper coins show little. change and, apart from minor varia-
tlons, continued with the same reverse as that of William IV. The obverse
shows® an excellent portrait of the young Queen, facing left. In 1842 a pro-
clamation made the ¥ farthing, issued for Osylon, legal currency in Great
Britain, but they were never in general use.

No chenge took place in the copper coinage until 1860 when bronze money
was Introduced. This was a great improvement as the bronze coins were small-
er. The alloy was 95% copper, 4% tin, and 1% czinc. Their obverse deslen
showed & more mature head of tho Q:een with laureated and draped bust. On the
reverse the figure of Britamnia was remodelled. To the right the ship again
made 1ts appearance, and a lighthouse -~ generally supposed to be the Eddystone
lighthouse, which had been completed the provlcus year — was introduced on the
left, while the date of minting agaln rover%ed to the exergue under Britannia.
The first pennies and halfpsnnies of 1859 were bordared, betwsen the inscrip-
tlon end the edge of the coin, by a ring of ralseé circular dots, but this de-
slgn had to be discontinued owing to the large numbew of die breekages, and
in consequence the variety 1s scarce., ILater in the same year the present-dey
"combed" border replaced the "raised dot" variety. In 1874, owlng to pres-
sure of work at the Royal Mint, the task of minting the bronze colns was en~
trusted - under supervision- to Messrs. Thomas Heaton & Son, of Birmingham.
These colns are identified by an H in the cxergue. No change in the design
of the bronze coins was made at Victoria's golden jubilee in 1887 as was the
case with the silver and gold issues, and the next change took place in 1893,
when Brock's portrait of the Queen was adopted and produced a bust more com-
monly known &s the "0ld head" issue.

In the new design the Queen's head is crowned and dreped, while her
titles now include those of Hmpress of Indla, in eddition to the others which
had been gradually added to during previous relgns and rends in full VICTORIA
DEI GRATIA, BRITTAJARIUM REGINA, FZDEAI PEFENSOR, INDAE IMPERATRIX, thouph
abbrevianted on the coins.

On the roverse the lighthouso and ;hip nro omitted, Britannian adopts a
more alert nose, and the value of the coifr is written around her., This deslgn
continued to be struck aftar the Queen's death in 1900, and until Teplaced by
Edward VII's in 1902. Apart from the change in the king'sneme and portralt
the design did not change during the eight years of his relgn.

George V's first issues eppeared in 1911 and his bronze coins were
similar to those of his father.

In 1912-1918 Megers. Heatons, and in 1918 the King's Norton Coppser Coy.
of Birmingham, minted copper coins, mintings bearing H and KN beside the date.

The amount of bronze colns in ciredlation made it unnecessary to strike
pennies from 1923-25 inclusive. In 1927, in common with the silver 1ssuos,
the designs of the penny and halfpenny wero changed. The King's head was mnde
amaller, and once again Britainia undergoes somo slight changes. These coins
were current during 1936 in which yoar they are accepted as belng of Edward
VIII's issue, although no change had been nade,

The accesslon of our present King, George VI, in 1937, eaw a welcome
and almost complete change in the design of the bronze issuos. The penny 1s
the least changed, and still benrs the tradltional filgure of Britamnniae on the
reverse, though a much heavier looking and less graceful figure than bofore,
and showing more of her shileld. A lighthouse makes ite ro~appearance to left.
The reverse of the halfpenny shows a three-masted ship, in full sail, upon a
formalized sea; while the farthing shows the flgure of a wron - our smnllest
British bird - fittingly on the emallost British coin. 1937 algo caw nn ad-
dition to the colnago in the form of the 4wo'-sided nickol-brans 3d. ploce.
This coln was introduced to supply the need of a coln more onsily handlod mnd
distinguished from the silver 3d., which was not popular in most parts of Fng-
land.
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For the first four years of its minting a very large number of these
colns were struck and yet comparatively few found their way into circulation

as they were esteemed for souvenirs, thus perpetrating thelr reverse desien
of a thrift flower.

. In 1940 after the advent of nearly a year of war it was decided not to
mint any more pennies for the duration, and thus make an annual saving of 823
tons of imported copper. The value of the pennies at present in circulation
1s calculated to exceed £7,500,000. The farthings, halfpence, and nickel-
brass 3d., plece continue to be minted.

4 vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Horwood for his paper, which reveal-
ed what an interesting history there is in our copper coinage.

A. SUTHERLAND,
Hon, Secretary.

Report of the 86th Meeting ~ 29th November, 1943.

The 86th meeting of the Soclety was held on 29th November, 1943. Mr.
Johannes C. Andersen, M.B.E., presided. Correspondence and reports were
tabled.

The Secretary reported that pressure of work had delayed the issue of
Reports and he asked for forbearance, particularly of non-Wellington members,
for this omission.

Condolences: Messrs. J.0. Andersen, G.C. Sherwood and A, Sutherland
spoke of the loss to the Soclety by the passing of Mr. Arthur Bland, Hon.
lanternist. The President said that with the ald of an up-to-date epldia-
scope Mr. Bland had {llustrated lsctures on mamy occasions, and his method of
screening coins not only enlarged them but reproduced colour. The gold and
sllver coins actually glittered. This visual aid to lectures had been ap-
preciated by all, Other speakers referred to the late Mr. Bland's genlal
nature, hls fund of anecdotes galned as & world-traveller, hils diversity of
interests and his constant pursult of leaming. A motion of condolence was
passed to be conveyed to his relatives, members standing as a mark of res-
pect to his memory.

A similar motion of condolence was passed to the memory of Mr. W.J.
Koerr, Wellington, who, although a member for a short period, had made many
friends, He was en Auditor in the National Bank.

Tributes were paid to the memory of two other members, Mr. A.S.
Kenyon, Melbourne, and Mr., Kruger Gray, London.

Goorge Ferguson Bowen, 1821-1899: In a short paper on George For-

guson Bowen, one time Governor of New Zealand, Mrs. Inkersell (nee Bowen, a
descendant ) eaidi-

George Ferguson Bowen was born in Ireland. His father was & vicer of
the Church of England in Ireland. George Bowen took his degrec at Oxford.
In 1854 he went to Corfu as principal of the college established there;
later in the same year he was appointed Chief Secretary of the lonian Islands
and while holding that appointmont he worked very hard to have the Island
of Corfu incorporated in the British Empire. In 1859 he was appointed
Governor of Queensland. In 1866 his term was extended to 8 years. During
that time a great financial panic occurred in london, and the failure of the
dera and Mastermans Banke ceused the stoppage of money supplies to Brisbane.
The Assembly, into whose hearts the disaster struck constemation, wighed to
issue irredeemable paper notes. Slr George was sgninst this move, nnd 1t
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took great firmness successfully to withstand a proposal, in favour of which -
es an immediate expedlent ~ a great deal might have been seld. He strongly
and triumphantly refused his consent to the step that would have brought a
certain and perhaps an irretrievable financial nemesles upon a considerable
portion of Australia, The result was that an issue of 10% was made and thus
the risk of a depreciation of the currency was - at great temporary inconven-
ience it is true - averted, In 1B67 he succeeded Sir George Grey as Governor
of New Zealand and took over his new appointment on 5th February, 1868. In
1869 he presented swords of honour to the friendly chiefs of the Maori race,
and called to the leglslative Councll the first two of the native race to sit
in that Chember, Ni Mokena and Wi Tako Ngatata. In his letters on the Maori
wars he often likened New Zealand and its defence to the wars in Abyssinia.
He always stated the difference between the Maoris and the Abyssinians, He
had & very marked respect for the Maori as a fighting man. Before leaving
New Zoaland he recormended the granting of a general amnesty for political
prisoners, Thus he saw the long Maorli wars brought to a close.

Bowen conducted with the Imperial Government the correspondence relat-
ing to the use of the title "Honoureble" by retired ministeres of the colonies
and in 1869 by order in Council instituted the New Zealand award for bravery,
"The New Zealand Cross", which was afterwards sanctioned by Queen Victoria,

He left New Zealand for Victoria where he was Governor for a term., Although
he was twlce Governor in States of Australlia, New Zealand seems to have held
the warmest place, if not in his heart, in that of his family. When I visited
his deughters in England in 1931 thelr house was always open to New Zealand
students, and I think meny & New Zealand student has spent a very happy time
belng entertalned by those two, then elderly ladies.

A vote of thanks was accorded Mrs. Inkersell for her interesting paper.

The President remarked that Sir George, whose wife was a Greek, had
showed hls classical predllections in the publication of & pamphlet -
"Ithaca in 1850" — which had reached & third edition in 1854. He had also
experienced a mild adventure when, during a summer excursion in 1871 in the
"Clio", that little vessel struck & rock in Bligh Sound, when proceeding from
Milford Sound on 17th February, and had to lie up for a fortnight. Mr.
James (later Sir James) Hector happened to be on board, and offered to go 40
miles up the Coast in the launch of the "Clio", and repeat his 1863 Journey
overland from Martin's Bay to Queenstown; this he did and from thers sent a
telegram to Dunedin, and on 27th February the little steamer "Stormbird! ap-
peared in Bligh Sound, from Dunedin, with 50 sheep and other welcome provis-
ions on board. The famous fell in Milford Sound - Bowen Fall ~ was nameod
after the CGovernor or his wife. There is an early mention of it ns the Indy
Bowen Fall, :

Exhibits: Mr. H.R. Ford, Geo. IIT Guinea 1777, 1791, and 20s. 1820;
Mr. M. Hornblow, 50 pfennlg, prisoner of war money used by Britigh prioners
in Germen camps.

The evening coneluded with supper.
A. SUTHERLAND,
15 Farm Road, Hon. Secretary,
Northland,
¥ellington,

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on 27th MARCH, 1944. 4n
exhibit of medals has been arranged and & paper by Mr. Dale, Ohristchurch,
on Bilblical coins will bs read.
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NEY ZBALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

13th ANNUAL REPORT & BALANCE SHEET FOR YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1944.

The Covmcil of the New Zealand Nusmismatic Society has the honour to pres-
ent its Annual Report and Balance Sheet for the year ended 30th June, 1944. The
Council again regrets to report a restricted programme owing to war conditions.
Mestings have been held from time to time, however, end exhibits shown inclvded
war mongy sometimes of surprising kinds, such as anticipatory notes for something
walch dild not come off, reminding us of Napoleon's action in striking a medal for
the invasion of England which did not eventuate. While meetings were less fre-
quent, the Soclety is keeping alive awalting the hoped for return of absent mem-
bers when a full scale amlcable offensive will agaln be possible.

There have been no changes in the designs or denoﬁinations of New Zealand
coing or notes; minting has been done in Melbourne instead of in Iondon, dut
guch coins bear no special mint marks.

Tho volume of coin and note currency in 1944, excluding till money iIn trad-
ing banks in New Zealand has increased from £11,140,000 in 1939 to £31,196,000,
75% of the increass being in notes of larger denominations from £5 end £10 to £50.
4An incrcase of £20,000,000 in five years for a population of 1,600,000 is a start-
ling ono to the average citizen on = fixed income. Fixed incémes have shrunk to
the extent of war taxation imposed end the increase in the cost of living due to
var conditions. VWar industries are undoubtedly responsible for part of the in-
crease 1ln currency; but the major increase anpears to be & corollary of heavy
taxation, which has made the stskes sufflcicntly high to provoke some people to
tate tho risk of hoarding. Including demand bank doposits the total volume has
inecreased from 61.5 millions in 1939 to 137.1 millions in 1943.

The value of silver coine in circulation in New Zeamland also reachad a new
high level. In 1943, the value of the flive denominations of silver coins in clr-
culation was 2,397,000, compared with 2,064,000 the previous yeor, and £1,771,000
in 1941. The numbers of coins in circulation last yoear were: Throeepences, 24.7
million (20.3 million in 1942), sixpences, 10.5 million (8.8), shillings, 7.4 mil-
lion (6.4), florins 7.0 million (6.1), end half-crowns 6.0 million (5.3), or a
total of 55.6 million coins.

The year closed with a memborshin of 118.
Tor the Council,
JOHANITES ANDERSHYT, Prosident.

STLTE EIT OF ACCOUNT FOR FERIOD FROM JUWE 1st, 1943, to JUWE 30th, 1944.

LIABILITIES £ «. a. ASSETS £ e d.

Amovant owing to Treasurer 15 O 0 Cash at F.0, Savings Bank 14 2 11

Capital Account: Balance Trust Account - P.0O.S.B. 112 11 1

30th Juno, 1943 171 0 O UNational Savings Investment 8314 O

Raceiptss

Subseriptions £19.15.6.
Donations 5. 5.7.
Intorest 2.16.2.
Composite 6. 6.0.

Less Payments 36:1;:;' 24 B 0 —

£10 8 0 £10 8 0

8. C. SHERWOOD,

Hon. Treasurer.

Andlted snd found correct:
W. CHETWYWD,

Hon. Audit

et e

WELLINGTON, ¥.Z.
14th July, 1944.

ANNUAL, MEETING N M X Y
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ANNUAL MEETING . BIBLE NUMISMATICS

4 The Annual Meeting was held on 3lst July. Mr, Johannes C, Andersen, M.B.E.,
presided over a good attendance., Apologlies were received from Professor J, Rankine
Brown, Sir James Flliott end Mr., Geoff. Reld. A welcome was extended to Sgt. H.D,
London, domiciled in & nearby military camp, and to Mr. H.R, Ford who has recovered
?rom a serlous 1llness. :

]

" i The Secretary reported that the meeting called for 27th March had been can-
celled, and the meeting on 29th May lapsed through no quorum (inclement weather).
Those present viewed a fine collection of medallions exhibited by Mr, H,D, Ferguson,
who constently earns the thanks of the Soclety for the trouble he takes in bringing
éxhibits to the meetings, and glving interesting infomation of many kinds. The
Annual Report should have been numbered page 53.

NEW MEMBERS; Mr, Allen Bowler, Weirakem, Te Aroha; Mr. J,L, Griffin,
Box 486, Wellington; Mr. Jack Warren, 16 Bunninyong Street, Yarraville, Victoria,
W.13,: Pte. T.P. Southern, 132 Devonport Road, Tauranga.

DONATIONS; Mr, Oscar Harding, Springston, R.D., 10/6d.; Mr, G,C, Sher-
wodd, £4.15.0.; a vote of thanks was passed to these members for their generosity.

ANSON COLLECTION OF ENGLISH COINS: Letters from Sir James Elliott were
tabled, notifying that the family of the late Mr, George Edward Anson, Wellington,
had donated a small collection of English coins to the Soclety. A vote of thanks
was passed to the Anson family for this much appreciated gift. Mr, H.D, Ferguson
gald that he would like to present spares to build up the collectlon, and other
members also expressed a similar intention.

CORRESPONDEN CE: The Secretary tabled a letter from Sir John Hanham, Wim-
borne, and three illustrated emd priced catelogues of the lord Grantley and G.
Drabble collections, British, Continental, Goullsh coins, and Spinks Circulars,
glfte to the Soclety.

A reprint from the Natlonnl Geographlc Magazine, showing U,S5.A. insignia
and decorations in colour, wap prescnted to the Soclety by Mr, Harvey L, Honsen,
Sant Jose, California.

Flying Officer S.V. Hagley, Group 314, R.A.AF.P., n valued member of tho
Soclety, wrote enclosing a copy of a catalogue ho had prepared of the coins of New
Guinea (1) under Germany, and (2) under British mandnte., These records will be
published later.

’ Various coin enquirles were tabled, also "Popular Hobbios" weekly (news-
print) 1 dol p.a. (P,0. 710, los Angeles, 53), Coin Catalogues issued by Mr. B.A.
Scaby, 65 Great Portland Street, London, These will be forwarded to members on
application.

Lt. R, A, Johnson, R,N,Z.R.N., wrote from the Mediterannean expressing
good wishes to members - heartily reciprocated.” Mr. S.R, McCallum, Box 346, .
Wenganui, wrote stating that a complete set of Victorlan Jubllee coins had been
offered to him for dlsposal, also tint he had a large colloctlon of British Vic-
torian and foreign coins for exchange, and that New CGuinea 1936 Fdward VIII pennies
(large number) had been offered. 40111, Pte. L.E, Watson, M.T. Workshops,A.E.M.E,,
Hobart, had duplicates of Tasmanian tokens for disposal. Mr. Jack Warrem (address
above - new member) submitted o went-list of English copper snd maundy coins
(available on application). Mr. H.G., Williams, Dunedin, wrote expressing pleasure
that both St, John's, Wellington, communion tokens had been glven to theSouclety
to complete the collection glven to the Society. Rev. Hercus seld that invostigo-
tion might discover a St. Androw's, Wollington, token.

ANNUAL REPORT AND BALAVCE SHEFT: Mr., W.D, Forguson stated that the
Society's finances showed an improvement, partly due to fewer reports being
{ssupd., Mr. A, Sutherland read a letter from Mr., Mesk, Dunedin, muggosting greater
promptitude in issuing reporte, end that & system of exchange or sale be instltuted
to egslst non-Wellington members who did not have the benoflt of mttending meotings.
Mr, Sutherland explained that two meetings had bom miessced, honce the gap in re-
ports; he favoured the oxchange proposaly vhich 1s to be consldored further. The
roport and balance shect were adopted.
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OFFICERS FOR RNSUING YEAR: Mr, Johemnes O, Andersen was re-elected Pres—
ident, and all other officers were re-elected. Mr, J, Berry was appointed a
member of the Council,

BIBLE NUMISMATICS; The following paper by Mr, W,J, Dale, Christchurch,
was read by Mr. Johannes Andersen, A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr,
Dale for the care end research shown in the preparation of the paper, and also to
Mr, ‘I.D. Ferguson for defraying the cost of reproducing the paper and to Mr, and
Mrs, Inkersell, for donating half the cost of blocks for i1llustrations. The supper,
provided by the President and Mrs. Johamnes Andersen, concluded the evening.

(See pages 56 to 63 (enclosed) - paper by Mr. W. J. Dale).

NEXT MEFTING: As the last Mondey in September is a holiday, next meet-
ing will be held a week earlier - 18th September.

ALLAN SUTHERLAWD,

Hon. Secretary.

15 Farm Road,
Northland, Wellington.



Bl EBLJE  HUMISMAETILGCS.

A Fonpor read before tho

Naw Zealand Numlsmatle Society,
.. 3ldt. July 1944, ‘
By Le J. Dale, 76 dt. James Avenue, Christchuroh.
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FOREWORD, These, few observatlons and investigatlons Into a subject

of surpassing intérest are noét to be thought of as 14 any way complets,
or..to have exhaustively éovered 'thé materiel. "If they" prove stimu-
lating to soms more erudite numismatist' who mey. . produce .further detells,
and 1f they succeed in glving soie facts and pleasure to the:reader,
the writing will have boen worth while.. Actual texts have not- been
quotad, but the resder will gathar wuch’ moro intorest if he looks up

the texte from the references glven, -

-To students of ancliont monsy- systoms and the trado and social
customs assoclsted with them, n sourco of much information 1s the
world's all-time best-seller, the Bible. This anthology, consisting
as 1t doos of slxty-six books in one, 18 wriltten by a; panel of peoplo
ranging over the whole gam:t 'of soclety from king %o beggar-man living
over a two=thousand year perlod, and glves many detslled glimpses of
the 1ilves and affairs df a great multitude of people. The Bible gives
the earliest intimate record of the times and occupations of primitive
oiviligation, and 1s full of intorest to tho numismatist.

PART ONE., The first mention of metallioe Wealth comes in tho porilcd
before the exile when "Abraham-was !'very rioh in cettle, silvor, and
gold." (Gon: 13'2), This was BaCes 1918, Businesa was then carried
on by welghinhg the'requiréd amounts (generally of sllver,.and sometimes
of gold), mostly, We presume, by means of balances .gimilar to the small
pocket ones swung from the finger, such as we still sometimes seo in
the possesslon of early settlers, benkers,: end minors . of New Zealand.
For. ﬁreater amounts the mérchants' larger balances would bo usacd.

Tho Wbundles of monoy" earried by Jecob!s sons when they went to buy
corn in Egypt were typleel, and the business procedure in thls chapter
1s- worthy of study (Gen. 42 35)%: Monoy was then thereforo bascd on
the current common unit w01ght < the shokel - with 1ts multiples and
divisions (Lev. 27 25)s - Tho'shokel welghod 224 of our grains (roughly
a groocer's half~ounse 'of to-day); so that tho following weights would
glvo us a table of values for theso early Bible transactions (reckoning
gold at approximatoly  fourtoen tlmos tho valuo of silvor, silvor valuod,

for this teble, at flve shilllings an ounce epproximatoly (Ex. 30 13;
Nume. 3 47).

UNIT ACTIONS SILVEE GOLD.

Gerah 1/20 sheksl “/1ad- O: 1: 9
Rebah % " -/8d. 0: o: 4
Bekah £ R . 1/4d. 01 18: 8
SHEKEL 224 grains’ 2/9d. £1l: 18: 6
Mina 50 ahakels £6:17:6d. £96¢ bt O
Talént'” 60 minas '£412 10:04d., £6776s 031 O

The price of one or two oarly Bible. artiolos would thoreforo bo as

follows:’ '

(a) A predent "for' m girl who showed kindness to a travellor - an oar-
ring (or nose-ring) worth 19/3d, and two bracelets valuod at
£19: b: 0O: generous hrostmont} (Gone. 24 22).

(b) A froehold resl ostaote tranassction: s fileld with troos and a cavo
includod, 400 shokeols of sllver -~ £B5 (Gene. 23 16).

(c) Ag tho vory amnll pertion of tho gpoils of n militnry succogs

Gidocon rocedvad oar-rinca from hho vangulghod vnluod at £3527:210:0
(Judg. 8 24), '

(d) Apparontly In thonn aonrly dova, oo, tho capltallst lont hils
monoy out at Intorost, and Mosova issuod considurmblu diroctlors

including ropoyment prncmduro o (Love 25 36-37)

(o) During = boom timo of unusunl progpority an Bgyptlan chnriot sold
at £682: 10t 0 and a horso for £20: 123 6 = tho turnout of horso
and chariot costing about £103 (1 Kings 10 29).
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(f) Another interosting small purchase of land with all tho lognl
coromony and titleo-doed &c. Joremiah buys Hanamcel's fleld
for only £2t 6: 9 (Jor. 32 9 ff): we are not told what the
golicltor's fecs were}

(g) The price of fine flour, approximatoly 13 pecks for 2/96.

(2 Kings 7 1),

It should not bo assumed thot welghing wos universally and
invariebly used’'on all occasionse. For instance, Ssul's servant
had with him epparently an ingot of gilver. previously weighed and
probably stampod with 1ts welght (o % shekel - roughly -/8d.) (1
Same 9 8), 'A numboer of cesos whero shekels of silver wers
"wolghed" could be equnlly tronslated as "counted" (1 Kings 10 10).
Early mention: of "pieces of:silver",:such as where Abraham gave
Abimoloch 1000 pieCQS of” gilvor™ (Gon.-zo 16), or whoro Joaeph's
brothron sold him for 20 plocos of sllvor, wnuld bo of circular
plecos or ingots' for wolghing ns well os counting, and hot coins
a3 we undorstand thom. These were also sometimos made in a .,
tokon shapo such as e lamb or ox-hond.

'So monoy in otal form, olthor as dust, nuggot, or fabricated
articlo, was g consideorable factor in tho lives of thoso pradocosa-
ors of ours around 1900 B, 0. to 700 B.C.

PART TWO. _ So muoch for the oarlicr Biblo monoy systom. Wo no
(cs BeCs .600) moet with actual colned monoy , whioh 1a of moro
intorest to tho numismatist of to-day.

‘Tho first coina Known to have ciroulatod in Palogtino woro tho
light gold SHEKEL or DARIC of Dsrlus Hystamspls (B.Cs 521-485)
weighing 130 graing, and worth about a puinoa (Ezra 2 69; 8 27
Nohome 7 70-72; in these rofs. the daric 1ls cnllod a dram) (oo
Plate 1); and the 61lver half-shokel weighing 86 gronina, ond 1u
vhlue about ono twentioth of tho gold darle - that 1is, Just ovor
a ahilling,. Those gold derica woro o well-known coiln olrculating
wldely throughout Eaestern countrios untl1l tho time of Aloxander
the QGrvat., Tho obvorsc of tho coln gymLoligos tho Porslan monarch
knooling, with n bow 1n tho loft hand, nnd n sponr in tho right.
Thlg crownod-nrchor aymballam 1lg Iound on many Poralan coing of
thils perdod,. Pho rovorgs 1o rude and untinished, with n value
punch-maylc %o,

_ ; . Gold Daric.
. i E t" 7“{ Plate 1!

The Jewlsh people next used the sllver coins of tho Egyptian
ehd Phosniclan ports, oonsisting of totradraohms, didreohms, nnd
drachmg, whioh we¥e approximately equal to tho shekeol, half-shokol,
ond quarter- UhOkOl regpootivoly (Nehems 13 16; Zooh. 11 13; Apocryphn
1 Eodres 8). Those ciroulntod up to the beginning of the Christinn
oras. Voluoo and weiphts aroe roubhlvz

Dreachm - B5 praine ~/8d.
Didraohm 110 .. 1/54.
Totradreohm 220 "o 2/9d.

Plato 2 shows n totrandracim of Tyro of about 450 B.Ce, "tho shokol

of tho Sanctuary", Obve ahows tho god Molkarth with a bow, riding
the wevoe on s sea~horso, and bonocath, a dolphin, Rev. an owl carry=-
ing over laft shoulder the or~ ok and flail (symbol of Osiris),
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Tetradrachym of Tyre Tetradrachym of the Ptolemises

Also circulating in Palestine during the same period (very much in
the manner of U.S.A. coins in New Zealend during the 1940 years and
also during the 1840 yéers a ocentury esrlier) were Bgyptian coins
based on somewhet similar values. Plate 3 shows a tetradrachm or
double ~shekel:.ofi-the-Ptelomies-osBiCy 300) with the diademed hoad
of Ptolemy I, and on the reverse tho "Ptolemy trademark" of an
eaglo on the 'thunderbolt. :° - s et IR TR T _

- "'Other ‘oontemporatyscoins were the dilver ones of the Seleucids
(tHe 'Greek trulers-over Syfia &¢é). These wore valued:

: “Drachm 63 grains e/10d.
© Mina of +-100 draohms £4:3:44
* 'Talent of 60. minas = £250:0:0.

4

‘Plate 4 1s s ‘totradrachm of Antiochus Fourth, ©.175 B«Ce, with
his héad, and insoription on reéverse: "King Antiochus, divine,
11lustrious", with the god Zeus &c.

Tetradrachm of Antilochus.

We have now a gap in the Bible historicel record, from c.l75
BeCs, the period béelng partly covered by the Apocryphal books, and .
esgpeclally 1 and 2 Maccsbees. These Interesting asocounts of events,
from 168-125 B.Cs., mention various sums of money which was Seleucid.,

Of these drachms 10,000 were roughly equal to one silver talent of
the Phoeniclan issue, o

Examples are:

(a) In 2 Macabees, 4 19-20 we see an interesting and rather ingenuous
account of a little embezzlement by which sn offering of £10 did

: not reach 1ts intended destination, -

(b) Jason offered 150 talerts of silver for the privilege (¢) of
setting up a revolutlionary movement under the guize of a sporting
and health'club (2 Macc. 4 9) - (History of 187 B.C.: not Hitler

(¢) 'Tablt lent 10*talents of Silver (£2500)-to-accommodato Gabael,
and later sent hls son Toblas to collect it (Tebit 1 14). The
wage that he offered his sorvant was a drachm a day (6/- a week)
and koeep.

(d) ©Nicanor had to ralse taxes of 2000 talents (£5,000,000) for tho
Romans, and sold the Jowish captives for slavesg at 90 for ono
talent - that 1s about £2:15:0 eachl (2 Macc. 8 10-11).

(e) Money to the tune of 70,000 drachms (£3000) bought freedom for
e number of besieged Idumians (2 Macce. 10 20).

Under Slmon Maccabeeus and hils son John Hyrcenus the Jows firast
coined copper money of one-sixth of s shekel, This privilege was
granted to Simon by Antlochus 7 in B.C. 141, but was evidently with-
drawn in about two ycars, despito his offorts to regain favour,
although colns wore still 1ssued, apparontly wlthout official approval
(1 Maccaboes 15 6,27), The one 1llustratod below besrs tho inscript-
lon: "John, High Priest, Commonwealth of the Jewa" within - on ~live
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wroath. Rev, 1s a cornucopia and a poppy-hoada

Load .
To mfdoyibg‘ !

Plate'5 . .: Platto 6
Ono-=sixth shokel Bronze of Alexandor Jannaeus.

Tho succeeding Jowish rulors utPUCk small bronge:- piocos right down to

37 BeC. Examplos of -these are:

(1) The small bronge of Antiochus 7 (c. B.C. 132) struqk at Jeruéalem.
These welghed about 28 :grains, and were undeted.. - Arlstobolus
(BsCs 105-104):1ssued some, and Alexander Jannaeus '{(B.C. 104=78)
a good number. The smallest of these is only aebout a half lnch
in dlametier. Many of the coins used 1n the period were colned
in Hesthen mints. Plate 6 above 1s a bronze of Alexander Jann-
aeug, and besrs the word "King" for the filrst time. Tho design
18 @ half-opened flower: the Rov. an anchor within a oircle.

(2) Sovereigna such as Herod (B.Cs 37) issued bronze pleces with
various designs, such as the cornicopias, helmet, and shield.

See Plates 7 and 8.

Plate 7 Plate 8
Helmet design of Herod Bronze of Herod Antlpas

Tho .foregoing glves a plcture of the coins circulating at the
time of the birth of Christ, and it will be seen that the most common
were various bronze pleces, end the occasional Roman silver shekels.

Thoe Herodian princes now issued bronze coins bearing their names
up t111 c+ A.De 100; these were .very much in the fashion of Greek
dosigns, but of fairly poor workmanship.

PART THREE. - Probably the most interesting section of the Bible,
numismatically, 1s the record of the teachings of Christ in the four
gospelso Probably no one before or since hss used 1lllustrations in
metaphor and simile with such telling effect, and & number of the
objects and scenes dramatized deals with monoy and coins,

The colnage used was conslderably altered in 6 B.C. when Judea
boccame a Roman provinco under s Procurator whose headguartoera were in
Ceosaroas Theo 'old Hebrew.colns woro outmoded by the official Roman
1ssue, 80 .that our money systom now is:

Tho Talent 6,000 denarii £240: 0: O
Its 60th part, the mina. 100 o0 4; 0: O
Its 100th part, the denarius. 93d,

(The silver denarius would be better translated as "shilling" as Dr.
Moffatt translates 1t, instead of the misleading "penny" of the New
Tostament . Incidentally, Dr. Moffatt's very excellent translation
into modern speech converts most money amounts into something near
their present values. This makes intorosting comperative reading
of the parallel versions.)

Plate 9 shows a densrius of Tiberius (engraved as weoll as photo-
graphod) with hoed of the Emperor esnd inscription: rev., Livia,
soated, holding scoptrc and flowor:
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Plato 9. Donarius of Tiborius.

Gold 1s roferred to only onco in the New Tostemont = "provido
noithor' gold,nor silvor, nor brass in your purscs" (Matt. 10 9). -

Tho Roman texos were paid in donarli, and .tho noto about tho
"image ahdisuperscriptionm,* Cassar™s (probebly Tiberius), is of much
Interest, as was the moral pointed (Matte. 22 19). -

Jesus bestowed immortality on the humblest bronze coin, the
"lepton", in the' story about the widow's mites,  This coin weighed
only sbout 17 graihs, end was valued et ebout the third of a farthing
(Mark 12 42)s "The seme coln 1s mentioned in the' prison payment
"the uttermost farthing" ° S .o : i

Plate 10. "lepten" (engraved and photographed)

Anothor bronze coin 1s the Assarion, the Grasco-Roman piece of a
value round sbout e farthing: so that the boy ocatching two sparrows
for a farthing (Rom. 10 20) would have a hard job to earn a penny.
Seo Plateo 11. -

Plate Y1l.

An Interesting fororunner of our present ennual levy 1s found in
the "trlbute money" which was exacted from every adult male Jew for
the malntenance of the Temple services. This was an amount of a
gilver didrachm oh the Phoenician standard (valued at 1/5d,). This
coln is thought to have been issued in very small numbers, so that
tho usual thing would be! for two people to jJoin togothor and tonder
a tetradrachm or stater for their Temple levy. This was why the
"coln in the flsh's mouth" (a tetradrachma) proved to be the usual
psyment for .-two-people), and not one (Mett. 17 27). ' T
~© The "betrayal-money" - the sinister "thirty pleces of silver"
would be these tetradrachms, so that the smount would have the valus
of £4: 16: O, This was the value placed on a slave 1f killed in the
Roman arena on a "gala day"! (Matt. 26 15).

: Another 1little custom which, according to. a modern writer on
travel (Reference 4), 1s 8till in vogue to-day, 18 that of the married
women wesrlng on the head & little red fez with rows of coins sewn on,
and attached to i1t a chain with ten perforsted coins which are sym-
bolical of the bridets dowry (Luke 15 8). If loss mado the %en
ploces incomplete, 1t would be the equivalent of the superstition of
tho present day of a wlfe loaning her wedding-ring.,

Tho necessity for "money-changers" (Matts. 21 12), or the equiva-
lont of our bankers' exchenge, was causod by the varying currencies
brought to tho Temple, end the ncod for the standard coins roquired
by tho prlests. Those men uged to start oporations a month bofore
the Pogsover festlval 1n the provinces, and move into Jerusalem ten
days before the gathsring. Apparently they were not over-scrupulous
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In their dealings with their often 1lliterate customers. The var-
ious coins in use were derived from Italy and Greece in the north-
cast, Egypt In tho south-east, Phoenicla and Syria in the near north
ond north-west, and Persla in the farthor east-north-east.

Now for some high flnancee. A parable of Jesus deals with a man
who was loaned over £4,000,000, but who was too miserable to be gen-
erous over a small loan Which he 1n turn made, of less than £41
(Matt. 18 24).

The wagbs of a day=lsbourer are set out at a denarius (-/9d.)
daily, and apperently the employer in the instence recorded had
theorles on the! unemployment problem! (Matt. 20 2).

- There are more of these numismatic cameos to be had for the
roading. Sozioo ‘ .

In A.D, 66«70 wo find the Jews in revolt, and issuing their own
silver shekels andi half-shekels. One of these shekels (Plate 12a)
of 224 gralns has on the:obverse a cup or chalice with the insecription
1n Hobrew "Shekel of Isreel", and the Hebrew numerals one to five
corregpondling to the date A.D. 70 &c. On the reverse 1ls a triple
111y (thought by some to represent the "budding rod of Aaron", with
the legend "Holy Jerusalem" (Numb. 17 8)s Following are illustrat-
long of thesse well—know?'coins ~ Plates 12a, b, c.

Plate 12a Plate 12b Plate 1l2c
Shekel of Isgrasl Half=shokel,

Incidentally, there are 1n existencs pioces which have beon coined
in the last century, and are ualeralded and unauthoriged, but some-
what simulate thoso shekels. They worec apparently sold as genulne
to unwary travelleras and collectors. The writer hag one in a brassy
motele. Of these He N. Humphroy wroto in 1863:
"The examination of the obverse alone will be sufficlent to exhibik
the wretchedness of such attempts at falsification. The type 1s
a vase of quite modern fashion, the handles and other parts being
-ornamented in the most paltry style of the last century, instead
of having the severely- simple character of the Omer of the ancient
shekels, which 1t 1s intended to imitate. The smoke or incense
lesulng from 1t, a most unmeening addition, is also treated in s
‘flat, unartistlc and modern fecling. But the great and fatal
mistake of the forger is the inscription 'Shekel Israel', in which
the modern Hebrow letters aro used instead of those of the ancient
alphabet, whlch was always employed for monumental and other public
purposos 1n Judaca, espoclally for the colnage, even after the later
kind, of writing had becn long gonerally prevalent as the popular
style. Somo of theso forgerics have boon made to bear the name of
Solomon, David, or even Samuel, though i1t 1s well known that no Jew-
i1sh coln of eny kind was lssued previous to the epoch of Alexander
the Grest, soveral centurles after the time of Solomon; and that
no Jewish colns bearing the name of a prince or high priest were
1ssued t1ill the comparativoly late perlod of the Maccaboosg.!

CONCLUSION, As our New Tostament book of Revelation 1s dated about
the year 100 4.D., and as this paper 1s concorned with Biblical assoc-
lations, with regret wo must lcave our little quest, which has proved
o consldorablo pleasuro %o the writor. An account has beon writton
by an Australion numismatist on the furthor subjoct of Biblical influ-
once on modorn colns, and that should be stimulating to those who
study 1t (Roforonco B).
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List of Roforonces.

Tho Bible, Rovisod and Authorlzed Vorslong.
The. Biblo, Dr. Moffatt's Now Tronslatlon.

Oxford "Helps to the Study of the Bible!.,

Thé Apocrypha.
hs S. Peake's Commentary. .
‘Hostings' Dictionary of the Bible.

"The Intellectual Obsserver," 1863
Humphrey's "Coin Collectors Manual"

Roforence A =- H. V. Morton "In the Steps of the

Master"
Roforonoo B --C. Js V. Woavor "Biblioal Types on
feteni e - Modern Colns". - e

Commonts by the Prosidents

This 1s o most intoresting paper, for which tho writer, Mr. Dala,
i1s to bo congratuleted, as 18 slso the Socioty for having it to ddd:
to 1ts rocords.

-Some interost mav be added by a noto. or two from contomporanoous
Hoathon sources., Marcus Antonius, more known. to moderns as Mark
Antony, 18 a well-known character in hietory as well ag in romance.
Ho lived.from c. 83~30" BiCa, fifty -three advonturous years on which,
‘ho was launchod through the influenso of his.relation Julius Caosare
It 18 herd to say If he 1s moro known as & congueror or 48 & conquered
a conqueror of thousands of mon or as the conquered by ono ‘woman., His
times were brought to my mind whon I ceme on the note in Mr. Dale's
papor - pars. (d) on.pago 3, wherc 1t 1s statod that Nicanor had to
ralse from the Jews e tribute of 2000 talents. Such an 1mposition
was and ls a hablt of conquerors. As 1s learned from fhat famour
blographer, Plutarch (I quote from the: translation by’ Langhorne, 6
vols., 1819) Antony laid a tribute on Asla - what part of Asla i1s
not - mwade clear. The story 1s as follows:- When Antony laid a
double tribute on Asia, Hybrias, the agent for the pesople, told him,
with a pleasantry that was agrecable to his humour, thet, "If he-
doubled the taxes, he ought .to double. the séasons too, and supply
tho people with two summors and two winters.". He added, at the
same time, with a little mére asspcrity, that, "as Asla hod alroady
relsod hor hundred thousand talents, if he had not réceivod 1t, ho
should domend 1t of those who' had; but" said he, "1f you recolved
it and yet have 1%t not, we are undone." This touched him sensibly;
for he was 1lgnorant of many things that were transacted under his
authority; not that he was indolent, but unsuspecting. (5, 459)

Here was I1nvolved a sum of £40,000,000 or £80,000,000; Which
makes 1t look as if national debts had an early origin, and the
money-mekers were agaln the war-makers,

Antony had lived a disasolute youth, and at one time through
gambling and other excosses he owed at lesst 250 talents; that is
£100,000 (B 438)3 and when he bocame a conqueror he did not ceese
being a sguandoror, hls conguests providing the moansg., Plutarch
quotos an instance of hls 'liborality', Ho orderod 250,000 drachmas
to be glvon to one of Wls-  frivhds. His steward, who was startled
ot tho oxtravagancé of tho sum, lsid tho silvor in & hoasp, thst ho,
Antony, might sce 1t as he pasgsod. He saw 1t, and enqulred what 1t
wag for. "It 18 the sum", answored the stoward, "that you orderod
for a prosont." Antony porceived his envious deosign, and, to
mortlfy him still morc, said, coolly, -- "I roally thought the sum
would have mado a botter figuro. It 1s too littlo; 1let 1t bo
doubled." (5., 439)

Suroly, 'liborallty' was the wrong term for Antony's Act, and
tonvy' the wrong word for tho stoward's; %he ono, liko a sgpond-
thrift, was prodigal; the other, liko a good stoward, was frugal.
Tho 250,000 drachmas was egual %o close on £9,000; and that sum
ho ordered should be doubled. Happy friend. And Antony know.
what money meant; for in his early life he became deeply involved,
through gembling and other oxcossos, and at ono time owod at least
two hundrod snd fifty talonts; that i1s £100,000. (5,436).,



(8)

Wo can get at tho value of silver in thoso oldon times, whon
wo arc told that Delphlc tecblos of silvor of very oxquisite work-
manshlp, woro sold at 1250 drdchmas & pound; which, with tho
drachme ot -/83d. is Just over £44; and with twolvo ouncos of
silver to tho pound tho silvor wes worth £3: 13¢ 4 en ounce. Wo
aro not told whet thd silversmith was paid for his work. (5, 209)

-Now lot us take:'a-leap of o couplo of thousand' yoarse It.
might rossonably be.supposed that the doinago of thét foraway
timo would now bo dozd and dono-with; not a bit of 1t. Wo got
quite good Information from a quitc modern book, Jackson's Passago
to Tobruke Ho writcs: "Mac bought an Omega wristlet watch,
water-proof, shock=proof, snd meny other proofs, for 1200 drachma -
about £2: 10: 0 in our money." This wes In Greece, where the
drachm - he spells it without the final 'a' - was still in lively
circulation, but sgoording to his valuation worth only -/0%d.
instead of the -/a;d. or some say -/7%3 1t was worth 2000 years agoe.
(pe 24) Later on Jackson gives another exemple: "The villagers
ghowed us overy hospitallity.” " Tho four of us sat in one room with
the master of the house, his wife, three daughters, and two goats.
Tho languago proved.to bo a major problem, but we were glven a
lerge ploce of bread edch, and a pltchor of'goats! milk to drinke....
Colin gave tho womsn a 100 drachm noto. I do bollove she thought
it & fortuno, as sho stered at us, thon at the crumpled noté she
held in hor hand, and stsrcd at us in emazomentesssos” (p. 37)
Thon followod an uncxpectod Incidont showing tho beastlinoss of
ware  Tho 100 drachm nbdto, according to the veluo given abovo
was no moro than 47/2d4. - oxactly what tho dollar usod to bo. .

And hore 1s an extract from a paragraph from the daily papor-.
of 13 June: Befora,.the war, the Grook drachma was worth one half=-
penny 4n English money - 24 to.the. shilling. From papers to hand
last week he learned thaf 1t now took 1,100,000 drachmas to make
up the value of an English £1 noté.s%iiescsssHo had to pay 8000
drachmas for an oka (3lb,) of bread, and olive oil was costing
65,000 drachmas en oka at the latest quotation; so that whilst
the drgehme st1ll survives, 1t is very far gone. It declined
from -/83d. to =/o%d. 1in abbut 2000 yeers, and it has declined
from =/0%d. to obout one third of -/3d: in three or four years of
wor, ' '

£2
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Mondey, 18th September, 1944.

The 88th meeting of the Soclety was held on the 18th September, 1944.
Mr. Johannes C., Andersem, M.B.E, presided.

EXCHANGE OF COINS. The proposal that an Exchange Superintendent be
a@pointed was discussed; and 1t was decided to invite members outside Well-
ington to express their vliews on how this scheme should be worked. Meantime
it was decided as an alternative to permit members to insert in report short
notices not more than 25 words, showlng specimens wanted, for sale, or ex~
change, provided space was avallable; trade notices to be barred.

"COINS" by Mr. G.C, Hedye, 128 sSathurst Street, Sydney. This book,
e useful reference-book for beginners and advanced collectore, 1ls now In the
press. Numismatic advertisements have been invited to keep down cost. Ths
meeting declded not to avail itself of the offer to advertise, but several
members offered to purchase copies, and Mr, W.D. Ferguson offered to pur-
chase a copy for the Socliety.

Miss U, Tewsley and Mr., L. Harris tendered thelr reesignatlons as mem-
bers of the Society, and these were accepted with regret.

NEW MEMBER, Mr. R,W. Harrison, Queensland Coin Company, and Hon.
Secretary Treasurer of the Queensland Numismatic Soclety, Box 1052N, G.P.O.,
Brisbane, was elected a member of the Soclety.

Correspondence and reports were tabled, including 1944 report of the
Royal Canadian Mint.

NEW ROLL OF MEMBERS. It was declded to prepare a new roll of members,
for possible clrculation, showing name and address end spocielty of each mem-
ber. The Hon. Secretary and Mr. W.D, Ferguson were authorised to purge the
roll where subscriptlons were many years in arrear; membership of unfinanec-
lal servicemsn to be @ntinued.

PRISON CAMP MONEY. Mr., Sutherland tabled a photograph of prieoners-
of -war camp-money, lnscribed in CGerman:-

SCRIP GOOD FOR I REICHMARK

This serip is valld as legal tender for prisoncers of war only,

and may be spent by them or accepted only in the speclally deslg-
nated stores inside the prisoner of war camp, or at the work camps.
The exchange of this scrip into legal tender can be made only at
the authorised cashler's office of the camp adminlstration.
Violation, imitation, or counterfeiting will be punisghed.

The Chlef of the German High Command.

By Order. (Signaturs)

COINS OF THE BIBLE. Correction, page b. Please amend Rom, 10,20.
to Matt, 10. 29.

PACIFIC ISLANDS CURRENCY, Mr, Allan Sutherland sald that regulations
were gazetted in New Zealand on February 18th extending to the Cook Islands
and Western Samoa all import and currency controls already existing in the
Dominion under the Finsnce Fmergency Regulations and import licensing system.
The dollar prosperlty had been moving away from certain Pacific Islands as
the war front receded. Wartime sldelights in Fiji showed thet the import
value of "spirits, potable, other" had risen from £3,464 in 1939 to £96,987
in 1943, and beer from £22,076 in 1939 to £113,358 in 1942, but the figures
nosedived in 1943 to £47,745 for beer, "possibly dwe to the fact that the
becr-drinking Kiwle were replaced by vhicky drinking Yanke about that period".

Under the Samoan "Foreign Currency Regulations" all forelen currency,
shares, etc,, had to be declared for conversion to Samoan currency. The
regulations were said to aim at forcing Buropeans and Samoans to disgorge
large amounts of U.S.A. currency, and, as a result of a rumour that the
American dollar would drop from the 6s velue, Semoans were frantically trying
to get rid of dollars they had hoarded. The Pacific Islands Monthly recorded
that since the American troops had been garrisoned in the Cook Islands a new
market had arisen for the tiny snail sheels made into necklaces by the womon
of Mangaia. At one time 3d. a string was good money, but today thoy fetched
7/6&. a dozen for yard long necklaces., The sneils swarmed the rocks in web
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weather. When boiled in coustic lye they turned varlous coloursg from red to
orange and brown. The shortage of needles and caustic soda restricted the
"pupu" trade (plpd being the sensidle Maori and Polynesian name for "Uni-
valve melluscs of the winkle t:ibe").

In Mew Caledonia and Tahiti the rate of exchange had been altered
from 17€ francs to the £. sterling and 140 francs to the &£, Australian, to
200" francs to the £, sterling, in keeni~g with the rate in North Africa.
Hitherto all French possessions that rellied to de Gaulle enjoyed the earl-
isr rate, but now the cost of living in the Paclfic possessions was likely
to Increase under the new rate.

CASH. The following definition by Mr, Ken. Alexander was read:
Cash is a pecullar herb; it comes from the mint, 1s synonomous with thyme-
payment, and is cultivated even by the sage. It does best in banks (and
brays), but unlike some herbs it declines ir pruned too often. It thrives
exceedingly in Scotland, and was originally brought from Jerusalem by a
Caledonian crusader named Imcre McHoot, who planted it deep in his garden
where it multiplied out of all reason, wntil it was picked by a wandering
Pict in the year L.S.D. 540%. It wus about this time that the Plcts and
Scots fell out and fought their historical Battle of Wits, during which the
Scots foreclosed on the Picts' security and won by an exorbitemnt charge,
after which the Ficts lext all interest and went broke on principle. How
Cash ever escaped from Scotland is a mystery. One theory is that a cutting
was cut by the Wandering Jew and sent to a relative in the Jewnited States,
before he starved to death in Aberdeen.

MILLED EDGE, The term "Milled Edge", as applied to coins, was
stated by Mr, A, Sutherland to be a misnomer. JAccording to early numismatic
authorities, the words "graining" or "knurling" were more accurate terms. In
1561, in the time of Eliunbeth. o new French method of strikin: coins with a
mill and screw pross was @vie” in Iondon. The now process wns called the
"Mi11 and Screw" method, from the use of water or horse mills to supply tho
power for the machinery, i.e., to roll bars of gold and silver, throungh a
mill, to the required thickness before cutting discs and stamping with dles.
The experiment lapsed and was revived in Cromwell's time. In 16(?, Blondean
successfully applied for regular work at the Mint, stressing hls ability to
mark edges of coins with graininges, or w-vds, such as DECUS ET TUTAMEN - an
ornament and a protection — agninst clipoing.  Sometimes the lettering on
the edge of coing is incuse (corntorsurk) or roicod. Doeplto the fact that
tho word "milled" wnsa epparently wrong in deserihing the prolned edgo on a
coin, common usagro and Webster's dlctlonary had anthontiented 1ts noe and
numismatiets muct travel with tho stroam!

LARKWORTHY BANK OF NEW ZREALAND NOTES. The following extract from
Parliementary Paper B. ~ 3 Monetary Committce, 1934, page 494, relantive to
the iesue of bank notes and the use of gold was roead:-

Witness: W. Gatenby. Questioned by Mr. lengstone. "I notice in
your statement you mention gold. 'All gold shall be sold to the State for
State notes.? How have the banks bought gold? Have they bought gold with
notes? -~ Yes. That is very well e xplained by Falconer Larkworthy, who
established the Bank of New Zealand - or, rather, was one of the founders
thereof - and it 1s rather Interesting to recall how he got the gold from the
minere of Otago. Belng a new bank, the Bank of New Zealand had to acqulre
notes before i1t could commence business. Thoe notes had not arrived, and a lot
of gold had been produced at that time, The other banks trading in Mew Zea-
land - the Oriental Bank and the Union Bank, and I think the Bank of New
South Vales - were also short of notes, so that there was great competition
as to who was to get the gold., ZFalconer Larkworthy made his alloy good, as
the sgring 1s, by rising to the cmergency. Ho wont round to all tho station-
ers' ehops to try ond get pnper sultablo for printing some bank-notos, but he
wag unable to get real bank-note papcr, and he printed hls notes on the best
note-paper he could got. He spent all one Sundey signing them, and he went
triumphantly to the miners and got their gold for that paper. The soquel is
also told by him, how the other banks were so jeealous that thoy immodiately
cast reflections and doubts as to tho genuinenoss of those notos, bocause
they were slgned on a Sunday. However, Falconer ILarkworthy was not to be
beaten. He got hold of the Gold Commissioner, and, filling his bank bag with
about elght thousand sovereigns, ho went back to the goldfield and offered to
take all the notes back, but only one man changed a note for one sovereign."
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NEW GUINEA COINS, Flying Officer V. Hagley, Group 314, Royal Aus-
tralian Alr Force, Pacific, submitted the followlng catalogue of coins of
New Guineas-~

Coins of German New Guinea
(now Mandated Territory of New Guinea)

No.| Denomination Date | Metal Remarkes

1| 20 Marks 1895 | Gold

2110 ul i

3] 5 1894 | Silver All of these iseued

4 2 L} n n '

5 1 v n "

6| &+ v " W by the German New

7| 10 Pfemnig " Bronze

8 5 n n ]

9 2 " L > L Guinea Company.

10 1 n " n

Mandated Territory of New Guinea

11 1 Penny 1929 | Cupronickel Withdrawn

12 1" ul Silver Pattern only

13 1" " Cupronickel Mule with obv., dle of Aust, 1/-
14 " " " Wi thd rawn

15 il " Silver Pattern only

16 | 1 Shilling 1935 n

17 6 Pence Cupronicikel

18 3 Pence g U

19 1 Pance 1936 | Bronze This is one of the few colns bear-

ing the name of Edward VIII, now
Duke of Windsor.

20 1 Shilling ul Silver

21 | 1 m 1938 "

22 1 Penny ! Bronze

All except No. 13, and those of German New Guinea, are perforated.

Nos. H.3, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22 were exhibited by Mr. A, Suther=
land.

AVSON COLLECTION OF ENGLISH COINS, Decided that this collection
would be exhiblted at next meeting in November.

INVENTORY OF SOCIETY'!'S PROFERTY, Declded that Hon. Secretary and
Hon, Assistant Secretary, together with Mr. W,D, Ferguson, prepare an in-
ventory of books, coins, medals, and other property of Soclety housed in
Turntull Idbrary,

MEDALS, Mr, W.D, Ferguson exhibited a serles of Fnglish and American
medals, including a -~

Bronze Medal by C.H. Xuchler of Admiral Earl Howe & Naval Battle Known as the
Glorious First of June, 1794. 48 m.m.

Obverse - Bust of Admiral to right in cloak and uniform, long natural hair
. t1ed with ribbon. ILegends. "RIC. COMES HOWE THALASSIARCHA BRITAN",
Below (small letters) "Patrime Decus et Tutemon". On truncation
of arm C.H. K.

Reverse — View of Battle, in foreground Flagship Queen Charlotte sinking
French ship at close quarters, line of ships in rear, boats and
vrockage shown on the water. ILegends, above, "NON SORTE SED
VIRTUE", below, small letters, "Gollor Classis Proflig/Die I Junii/
MDCCXCIV, To right, below sea. "C.E. Kuchler F."

Richard Howe (1726/1799), second son of 2nd Viscount Howe, had distin-
guished career as an Admiral and in politics, had opposed war with American
Colonists and acquainted with Benjamin Franklin, but later %toock prominent
part therein. Created Earl Howe, 1788, Knight of Garber 1797. Of humane dis-
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position and had confidence of his seamen, he was used to paeify naval muti-
neers in 1797. Chiefly famous for above-mentioned battle which lasted four
deys ending lst June, 1794, and fought 400 miles West of Brest. Although
not fully decisive the victory came at a time of great peril in Fngland and
had a most heartening effect. ILord Howe Island, discovered 1788, named after
above. Also named after Howe three amall Islandsin the Santa Cruz, Society
and Solomon Island Groups.

Conrad H. Kuchler was a Flemish Artist employed by Boulton & Watt at
the Soho Mint, noted for the large copper coins of 1797 and later 1ssues of
George III and the Bank of England token "dollars" being his designs.

The following additional information was glven by Mr. Johanneg C.
Andersen. Lord Howe Iglands, 300 miles east of Port Macquarie, New South
Wales, discovered by Ideut, Ball in 1788; named after Richard, Earl Howe,
who saw service on South American station, in West Indies, under Boscawen
agalnst the French off North America and in the Channel; by 1758 had ac-
quired a high reputatinn, and reached the renk of captain; his first out-
standing action was at the hattle of Quiberon Bay, 1759, when he commanded =a
ship under Hawvkes made reor-ndmiral, 1770, vlce-admiral 1775; became ad-
miral commander-in-chief in Channel 1782; firest lord of Admiralty 1783-1788,
and on outbreak of French revolntionary ware in 1793 was agaln made Commander
in the Channel; dofeated the :rench off Brest; Admiral of the Fleet 1796;
known as Black Dicks portrait was painted by Galnsborough.

There is a Howe cape, Bay of Islands; but whilst Capes Brett and Po-~
cock, who were contemporaries of Howe, were named by Cook after those two
naval celebrities, Howe cape was not named at that time, end 1s supposed to
be after the frigate Howe fprobably named efter the admiral), later the
Dromedary, engaged in conveyence of corvicta.

Mareden left Sydney, 13th February, 1820, in the Dromedary on his
third visit to New Zealand, arriving at Bay of Islands 27th February, 18204
the Dromedary was accompanied by the Prince Bogent, a schooner, after which
a channel near Auckland was named.,

Another medal exhibited by Mr. Ferguson was a -
Bronze Medal of Benjemin Franklin by Aug. Dupre, 46 m.m,

Obvorse ~ Bust of Franklin in very high relief to left, with long natural
hair unbound. Legends "BENJ. FRANELIN NATUS BOSTON XVII JAN.
MDCOVI." On truncation Dupre F,

Reverse - Wreath of Osk branches - Legend in four lines therein "ERIPUIT
COELO/FULMEN/SCEPTRUM QUE/TYRANNIS." Below in small letters,
"Sculpsit et Dicavit/Aug., Dupre Anno/MDCCLXXXVI.™"

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) the great American scholar, printer,
Journalist, sclentist, statesman end diplomat, has been called the groatest
scholar of his times end the best all round man Amorica has produced. He
was one of the drafters of the Declaration of U.S.A. Independence.

The following additional information was supplied by Mr, Johannes
Andersen:~ Mount Franklin, on Southern Alps in source-waters of the Wai.
makeriri, between Goat and Woreley passas; named by Haast after Benjemin
Franklin (1706-1790), popularly known for his experiment with a kite whereby
he demonstrated the existeonce in the sair of electricity, leading to the in-
vention of the lightning conductor, together with other useful results. He
was the first to distinguish negative and positive electriclity. He was emin-
ent in philosophy, economics and scienca. Fow men have had careers so
happy, so wise, or so useful. In New Zealand he should be remembered for
something more. Captain Cook suggested the regular colonization of Nowzea~
land, but no attempt was made to carry hls esuggeetions into effect. The
earliest definite scheme was suggeated by Benjemin Franklin, who, in 1771,
published proposals for forming an assoclation to fit out a vesgol by sub-
seription to proceed to New Zealand with a cargo of articles neceded by tho
Maoris and bring back a cargo of produce to defrmy the cost of the venturs.
The main object was to promote the improvement of the Maori.
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Heast had named another peek in Nelson "Franklin", after the Arctic
explorer; when climbing beceme popular in the Walmakariri region, his name
here was lost sight of, and the mountaln was given snother name — "Falling
Mountain" ~ because in the groat Murchison earthquake half of the mountain-
top was sheken down, and it is still settling; to add to the confuslon, when
it was found that Haast had named thils mountain, so that the name might be
saved, it was transferred to another mounteln some miles away to the west
on the Westland side. There has also been some attempt made to clarify
things by calling the Nelson mountain Franklyn - unless that spelling is
merely an error.

The meeting closed with supper.

ALLAN SUTHEHLAND,

Hon, Secretary.

15 Farm Road,
Northland,
WELLINGTON,

NEXT MEETING: 27th November, 1944.

SUBSCRIPTIONS for the ynar commencing lst June, 1944, are now due
end should be pald to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr, G.C, Sherwpod, 103 Willis
Street, Wellington. ‘

WANTED by Mr. D.O. Atkinson, Takanini, Auckland, Fnglish (Victoria)
S1lver Crowns, Maundy money, and Austrelasien tokens.
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89th MEETING, 27th NOVEMEER, 1944

The 89th meeting of the Sociely was held on the 27th November, Mr,
Johannes Andersen, M B.E. presided. Apologles were received from Sir James
Elliott, and a welcome was extended to Mr, H.R, Ford, who has recovered from
an extended 1llness, and to Mr. J,L. Oriffin, a new member,

MINUTES of previous meeting were confirmed., Correspondemnce and reports
were tabled, including further priced catalogues of English coin sales, sent by
Sir John Henham, Wimborne. A vote of thanks was passed to Sir John Kanham for
his help in keeplng the Soclety advised regarding numismatic developments in
Inglend. 4n advice was recelved from the Deputy Master of the Royel Mint, Mel-
bourne, that no minting of New Zealand colns had been done in Melbourne.

NEW MEMBER: Mr, Bey C. Pike, care Messrs, Keith Welker, Trafalgar
Street, Neleson.

EXHIBITS: Mr, J.L. Griffin exhibited a Maori cheque form (resembling
the 0ld Bank of New Zealand cheque form) and a framed Maori bank note for £1,
The note differed from the Twnbull specimen in that the predominant colowrs
were green, instead of red, and the condition of the note was much better. A4
handwrit ten description by James Cowan was also shown. Cowan states: "About
1885 the Maori King's party in the Waiketo proposed to establish a bank, with
vhich all the trlbe under Tawhaio could do business. 3Bank notes and cheque
forms were designed, and specimens printed. The Maoris had a printing press of
their own, but the Government would not gramt a charter and the scheme fell
through," Cowan stated "INGIKI TAWHIAO" on the King'!'s seal, with which the
documents are stamped means "Inca Tawhiao" —~ The Maoris had read of the enclent
Incas of Mexico amd Peru, emd likened Tavhalo to an Inca King. 4,2,32."

JAPANESE INVASION NOTES FOR DUTCH WEW GUINEA: Flying Officer S,V,
Hagley, R.A,A,F., Pacific, wrote advising that after 14 months in his Mtropical
paredi se" (forever debunked) he was retuming to civilisation for a spell.
Dealing with numismatic specimens he states: "Stramge as 1t may seem it is
extremely difficult to secure much of interest on the spot. The Tenks are in-
veterate souvenirists amd sometimes pay £5 for a single note, end cannot get
enough at that price., Our R,4,A,F. boys do a roaring trade in New Guinea
pennies at £1 each., I am enclosing a cetalogue of 7 Jap notes used in Dutch
New Guinea . . . I have two full sets of the notes, which I picked up at Woem-
foor. The Yanks had clesned them out everywhere and the nativaes (who held a
lot) would not sell under the ridiculous price of £1 each, end asked &5 for the
10 guilder. So you can see I did not rush to get many duplicates . . . I will
endeavour to send along & paper on some aspects of the currencles here . . .
The U,S. minted gullder end the internal use of Australlan and U,S, coins with-
in units makes an interesting story." Flying Officer Hagley's description of
Jepansse invasion notes for Dutch New Guinea is as follows:— "The following
set of notes are being found in large quantities in Hollandia, Biak, Noemfoor
and other Dutch New Guinea territories. There are seven varieties in the ser-
lfes; 10, 5, 1 and # Guilders and 10, 5 end 1 Cents, The first thrce are ex-
cellent examples of engraving and are printoed on good quality paper with a
faint watermark. These are printed in two colours, the main theme being super-
imposed on a paler vignette of oriental pattern. The four higher values all
bear the inscription, in six linos, DE JAPANSCHE REGEERING BETAAITL AAY TOCNDER
HAIF, EZEN, VIJF, end TI™N GULDEN, respectively. In the three lower values
the inseription, in 3 lines, is DE JAPAYSCHE REGEERING EEN, VIJF, AND TIEN
CENTS, respectively. The printing 1s apparently lithographic and tho quality
of the paper 1s poor. A small seal or catouchs of Japanese characters occurs
on the obverse of all of the mnotes. The conventional bank note engraved
scroll Yorder and background occurs on all the notes and the overprinted
letters vary in different speclmens. Sizes glven aro amproximate, and in
inches.

10 GUIIDERS: Tien Gulden: Colowr, Plum, Sizo 6% x 3, Obverse, Left half
inscription. Right half, troplcal fruits ond trees, bananas,

pinoapples, coconuts and breadfruit. Overprinted S.I. (twice). Roverse, 10

repcated seven times. In middle coconut palms and ship on sca in distance.

10 in top left and right cornors in catouche, in middle bottom and bottom left

and right corners.
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5 GUILDERS; VIJF Gulden: Color, Olive Green, Size 6 x 22. Obverse, Inscrip-
tion in middle. Tropical fruit aml tree, coconut palm on left side

and on the right eide paw paw tree and fruit. 5 in top left and right corners

and in a catouche in the bottom left and right corners. Overprinted S.G.(twice).

Reverse, 5 repeated three times middle and left and right middle on convention-
al scroll work.

1 GUIIDER: EEN Gulden: Color, Light Plum, Size 52 x 25, Obverse, Inscrip-
tion on middle. Tropical tree end fruit left middle and in the

right coconut palm, 1 on left end right sides in catouche and 1 in bottom left

and right corners. Overprinted S.I, (twice). Reverse, 1 repeated seven times.

-é- GUILDER; HAIF Gulden: Color, Dull blue. Size 4% x 22. Obverss, Inserip-

tlon occuples left half and a palm end scene in right half. Seroll
bordor end % in four corners, Overprinted S.L. (twice), Reverse, % in left
and right middle and GUIDEN in middle bottom,

10 CENTS: Tien Cent: Color, Dull purple. Size 4% x 2. 10 in four corners,
scroll border. Overprinted S over AE (twice)., Reverse, 10 re-
peated five times.

5 CENTS: VIJF Cent: Color, Dull deep blue. Size 4 x 2. Obverse, 5 in
top left and right cornere within circle. Overprinted SH (twice)
V. at bottom. Reverse, § repeated 5 times.

1 CENT: EEN Cent: Color, Gren-green. Size 3% x 113:. Insceription in
middle and 1 in each corner., Overprinted S5 (twlce). Reverse,
1 in scroll in each corner end middle."

CORRECTION: Rofer repert Vol. III, p. 66, delete No. 8, 5 pfemnig, in-
cludod in error, Does not appcar to exist. R

NEW ZEALAND AGRICUITURAL MEDALS; Mr, P, Watts Rule, Timaru, submitted
the followlng eight medals, new varieties, not previously recorded:

Obv, Horse, bull standing to left sheep to right (centre) cow, plg to
right, cock, hon, goose, turkey, foregrournd. House and church spire background.
OTTLEY BIRMN, exergus.

Rov, BLUEXIN AGRICUITURAL & PASTORAL ASSOCIATION arcund, and G, & T.
YOUNG DUNEDIN & TIMARU below; wreath of vheatears, and AWARDED TO ebove space,
47 mm., silver.

Obv, Horse standing to right, cow stending to left, under tree to right.
Pig, plough, sheep, ete., foreground., W,J, TAYIOR, LONDON, in exorgue.

Rev. TIMARU AGRICUITURAL & PASTORAL ASSOCIATION around, wreath inside
enclosing space in centre for name of reclpient. Bronze, 44 mm., This specimen
was issued in 1869.

Obv, Three fat pigs, one standing, farmhouse background. MOORE exergue.

Rev. 4s No. 2 above, bdronze, 44 mm., .

Obv, Two horses to right standing., J. MOORE exergue.

Rev. 4s Wo. 2 above, bronze., 44mm. Also in silver.

Obv. Four sheep, two standing facing. Low hills background. J., MOORE
exergue.

Rev. As Wo. 2 above, Sllver, 44m,

Obv., Cow, horse standing to right, sheep and pig to left, farmhouse,
trees, stack, plough in background. J, MOORE eoxergue.

Rev, As No. 2 above., Silver, 3B mm,

Obv, Sheep lying, fowls, pig, plough, foreground, horse in harness to
loft. Cow and bull to right all standing centre. House and trees background.

Rev, Wreath of wheatears, plough at base, space in centre, bronze, ATmm.

Obv, Freman in full uniform, holmeted, holding hose, rolling billows
of smoke at feet, on either side two small chields, with amms and crests,
above. N.Z. AROUND UNITED FIRE BRIGADES ASOCIATION, In exergue on ribbon
AUXILIUM IN PERICUILO.

Rev. LONG SERVICE MEDAL FRESEITED TO szbove FOR FIVE YEARS! SERVICE DATE
COMPIETED below, and space for engraving. Rod ribbon end clasp. Silver 38 mm,

’

These medals are in perfect conditlion and illustrate medallic art of the
Colonial days. Mr. Watts Rule aleo exhidbited a ILincoln medal, dbronze, 77 mm.
"Inaugurated 1861 . . . Assassinated 1865," and a beautifully executed dnzac
bronze medal by Dora Ohlfsen, depicting in silhcuette a soldier holding rifle
and on the reverse delicately modelled heads - nurse ministering to a wounded
soldier. -
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THE ABERYSTWITH MINT; Mr, W,D, Ferguson read the following paper:: .
Lead mines in Cardiganshire, near Aberystwith, had been in exlstence and woiknd
slnce early times, In the latter part of Qusen Elilzabeth's reign, one, Custouer
Smith, who apparently then held the leass of the Mines, which Ruling says wsi2
the property of the Crown, discovered that the minerals produced were also rich
in silver, end he then sent large quantities of sllver to the Tower Mint to bs
coined at his own expense. In 1625 Sir Hugh Myddelton (1560-1671) acquired the
lease of the mines for 31 years, &t a yearly rent of £40 p.e., all ths sllver
produced to be coined at the Tower Mint, and accordingly he sent the sllver to
be coined there at his own charge. Myddolton was & man of meny parts and
activities, amongst other things he hud been mssoclated with Sir Walter Raleigh
in ventures on the Spamish Main, ad he is, perhaps, best known for bringing
the first water supply into London, by construsting a cenal 7B miles long from
near Ware in Hertfordshire to a ressrvoir in Islington called the New River
Head; a mall reservoir still cailed the New River Head existas there todsy, e
little south cast of King's Cross Rallway Station, end the headquarters of the
Motropoliten Water Board adjoin it. ILater the mines became "drowned by water"
but one Thomas Bushell, also a man of meny mrts like Myddelton, had dlscover-
ed a means of draining them and also that the deeper they go the richer the ore
was found to be. Oa October 14th, 1636, he bought the lease of the mines from
Deme Elizebeth Myddelton, wldow of Sir Hugh., He straight awsy petitioned the
King for the right to work the mines, which apparently was not incluied in the
purchase of the lease, end which he sgys these 16 years had produced 100 1bs.
of ellver wockly, and were it not for the inundations could be mde to produce
100 1bs, a day, ond he sald that under Myddclton silver from then had been
coined to the value of &50,000. The vetitlon was granted probably because
Bushell endeavoured "to perfect the stlver mines in Weles without the aid of
the King's purse", end on Januwary 25th, 1637, tho Grant was mado. Bushell
straight awsy began to petition tho Xing for tho right to coin money at Abory-
stwith near the mines to savo the expcensc in convoying tho sllver bullion to
the Mint at the Tower. He promisced the King a clear tenth of all sllver
wrought in Walcs, and to poy a "wedge" of silver containing £100 sterling at
every New Year, and also not to oin silver obtained elsowhore, and "whenever
His Majesty thought the mines fit to be taken into his hands, he would lay them
at his fees." Although the Officors of the Mint reported strongly egainst the
proposal citing the fact that "His Majosty will not bo informed as to the state
of tho mint," meming supervision would be diffiecult, and they also said the
Mint was now only in the Tower of london as a placo of honour and security.
Nevertholess, an Order in Council was issued from Greenwlch on July 9th, 1637,
empowering Thomas Bushell to eroet and oporate at his own expense the proposed
Mint at Aberystwith, the same tu be regulated dy Sir Williem Parkhurst, the
Warden of tho Mint. A Decd was issued on ouly 30th aathorising tho coining of
half crowns, shillings, slxponnies, half groats and pennies; Bushell was to
have at his own cost "irons" (that is dies) end other necessary utensils for
the coins to be supplied by Edward Green, the Chief Engraver of the Mint, The
coins struck were to be of the smms welght and fineness as those of the Tower
Mint, and to distinguish them from other mongrs of the Realm they were to be
marked with Plumes (Prince of Weles Foathers) on obverse and reverse. In dus
course the dles, etc., were prepared and sent to Aberystwith and Bushell set
up a mint in a room in the Castle. Since the relgn of Edward VI, up ti1ll the
out breek of the civil wars soon afterwards, this was the only official mint
in existence outside the Tower, ad it was as evants tuwrned out vory fortunate
for Charles Ithat he had ellowed it to be set up., There had been a tradition
that the Mint at York hed boen osteblished as carly as 1629, though one cannot
see why one would have been started there then, and Brooke doubts it, end the
above-mentioned statement of the Mint officlals that in 1637 all moneys were
then colned at the Tower, would show the legend to be incorrect. The order to
havo plumes on cach side of the coins was not carried out in the case of the
half groats and pennies, these coins doubdtless being consldered too small for
a plume to bo placed in the field in front of the bust on the obverse as the
other coinsg have. These two small coins hove a large plume on the reverse
instead of a shield swmounted by a plume as the others have. In addition all
these coins bore as & mint mark an oper book, tho badge of Thomas Bushell, on
cach slde. The shields on tho reverse are all oval in shape, A few months
later pattems of groats, threcpennies and halfpennies were ehown the King and
approved by him, and a Commission dated February 2nd, 1638, enpowered Dushell
to order from Edward Green tho necessary irons for thoso coins as well as those
of the original idmturec, This scens strange to me as groats and threcpounics
had not been struck sinco 1582 (groats since 1561) md wore not strick at the
Tower t11l the noxt reign, although they were struck at the morgency civill
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war nints of Oxford, Exeter, Bristol amd York. The open book only apps=rs on -
Aberystwith colns, but plumes, to indlicate the coins were struck from Welch
ellver, appear somotimes, in various places, on coins struck in all reigns from
James I to George II except for Jemes II and Williem and Mary. The Aberystwith
coins were all very well struck and make a fine serles, the late Colonel Morrie-
son describes them in detall with illustrations from his vast collection. They
geaerally conform to the types sivuck at the Tower from 1636/40 with the Tower
mint marks, tun to triangle; they batve the same legends, end the groat and
thespenny have the "Christo" legend of the larger coins on the reverss, The
halfpenny has a rose on one side and a plume on the other slde, without any
legends or mark of valus, end distinguished from the Tower halfpemny which

has a rose on each side. This was the only halfpenny siruwck in thls reign
other than at the Tower Mint, Colonel Morrieson sgys rightly that the series
of colns of this mint were one of the finest of the period, and Wales should

be proud of its only mint in centuries. Mr, Hemry Symonds says that one Henry
Sutch was the Chilef Moneyer at a sealary of £100 p.a., but probsbly this amount
was chared by others. The Tower Mint provided five officers (listed by Fuding),
to be paid by Bushell, for operating the Mint, a comptroller, surveyor and
clerk of Irons, and assay master, the first mentioned 1s described as "esq." and
the others as "gent", these three got £40 p.a.; & clerk (also a "gent) got £15
p.a. .and a porter £10 p.a, 4 rocord entered in a book exists of the Mint and,
as quoted by Mr, Symonds, shows that from Jammuary, 1638, to September, 1642,
silver welghing 4,052 1bs, had been handed to the moneyers, producing £13,069
in silver currency at the rate of 64/6 rer 1b. The average weckly ocutput was
stated to be £68,1.5. In his petition to the King in 1636 Bushell had estimat-
ed an output of £300 per week., Unfatunately the record does not state the
number of coins strudc in each denomimation, but 1t would appear that there was
a demand for groats and threepennies end that meny more of these were struck
then of the other valuss, as these coins appear to be much easler than other
values to come by to-dgy. Bushell was evidently wiser than the Tower Mint
authorities in having these values strudc at his mint., By 1642 the troubles of
Charles I and his Parliament had come to a head and open war between them had
broken out. Bushell was then ordered by the King to go to Shrewsbury with
some of his coining plant, aml for a few months from September, 1642, Bushell
operated a Mint for the King there; he then went on to Oxford end afterwards
to Bristol operating mints at those places. Most of the coins struck at these
three mints bear the badge of the Welsh plumes, showlng the commection with
Bushell and Wales, 4lso that he took some of the dles with him to Shrewsbury
and Oxford is proved by the fact that some of the coins from these Mints have
an obverse from the Aberystwith dle, ad occasionally at Oxford the smaller

coins show en Oxford obverse and Aberystwith reversey this was no doubt owing
to the difficulty of fitting the "Declaration" reverse on to the smallest slze
coins, After the cepture of Bristol in September, 1645, by the Parliamentery
party Bushell used Iundy Island as & depot for landing his goods till an oppor-
tunity of re-exporting them arose; and he struck coins there also: he assist-
ed the King's cause in many weys besldes the coinage, end he operated lead
mines near Coombe Martin in Devonshire to make bullets with., It is sometimes
stated that Bushell opened a mint at Coombe Martin, but Brooke says that no
records of thils exist; but the ebove-mentioned record of Aberystwith shows,
according to Mr, Symonds, that the Mint there was revived for threc months,
Janvary to March, 1646, in Bushell's ebsenco, vhen coins of the welght of T3
1bs. only wore struck. There are in existance raro coins of the type of the
Avorystwith sorlos but with a crown mint mark instoad of Bushellls opan book,
and theso arc the ones sometimes attributed to the alloged mint at Coombe Mar-
tin; they are in a later style then tho ones with the open book mark, corros-
ponding with the Tower Mint coins struck from 1645/9 says Brooke. It would
appear to me that fresh dles were prepared at or sent to Aberystwlth and a
small number of coins from half crowns to twopennies struck there with tho orown
m.m. The fact that only 73 1bs., or about £250 in valus, were then struck would
account for the rarity of those coins. Colonol Morrieson believed they wero
struck at Coombe Martin, however, and probably their birthplace will ramain a
matter of conjecture. The rcecord left of the Aberystwith mint shows also that
in February, 1648, a further small cffort was made at this mint when only 8 lbs,
or about £25 was struck, It was near tho ed of the mint. John Sydenham, the
agent of Thomas Bushell, made a 1list of thirty coining "stamps" with tools and
implements, which were by the aordor of Thomas Bughell, vho had suwrendered to

the Parliament, delivored to Thomas Harrington, tho agent of the Parlianent.

Mr. Symonds glves the 1list in full ond the form of roceipt signed by Tho. Har-
rington dated 23 February, 1648. Although Bushell had undoubtodly set up his
mint in Aberystwith Castle, Coloncl Morrieson said 1t was later moved nearer the
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mines, md that afterwards in 1667 a house was to be seen there with defaced
coining stemps therein, which I gather would be additional to those surrend-
ered to Thos. Harrington in 1640, though the two later strikings of colns
mentioned may not have been made in the Castle which was destroyed by the Par-
lismentary armies in the civil war, and is now a ruin, Suwgeon Col, Morgan
shows recent scientific exploration has estebliched the location of the mint
room in the Castle by finding ashes and charcoael, etc,, and pleces of broken
crucibles in the debris. With the mines and mint Bushell, in a few years,
acquired an immense fortune before the ocutbreal of the civil wars; he loaned
the King, says Col. Morgan, for the wars £40,000 which would be a colossel sum
in those deys, and it became a gift with the loss of the King's cause, In
addition he raised & regiment at his own expense from his miners and clothed
them end kept them till a late period in the wars. Needless %o sgy he died a
poor man, Afterwards in 1662 Sir William Parkhurst then Master of the Mint for
Charles II wrote, accarding to Ruling, that Mr, Bushell had ought from Wales
to Shrewsbury his mint, instruments eand moneyers when the King could have
nelther men nor tools from Ionmdon, and Parkhurst goes on to say that without
the agslstance of the silver from the mines which he brought to Shrewsbwry and
Oxford to the valus of £100 per week they could hardly have made money at those
places, end Parkhurst also mentions ciothing for the soldiers supplied by Bush-
0ll emounted to thirty six thousend pounds, (presumably incluled in the above-
mentioned £40,000). Had it not been for the existence of the Aberystwith mint
and Thomas Bushell at the outbresk of the Civil wars 1t 1s hard to see how
Charles I could have had money coined, or perhaps carried on the struggle at
all, When Charles all owed Bushell to start the mint et Aberystwlth in 167%
against the advlce of his officers he was wiser than he then knew.

On the motion of Mr. A, Sutherland, seconded by Professor Rankine Brown,
Mr, Ferguson was accordsd a hearty vote of thanks for his informative and in-
teresting paper.

The mesting concluded with supper. It was declded that the usual
holidgy recess would be taken end that the next meeting would be held on the
lasgt Mondgy in March.

ALLAW SUIH ERLAND,

Hon. Secretaxy.

15 Fam Roed,
Northland,
¥Wellington.
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90th Meeting -~ 26th March,1945.

SIDELIGHTS ON THE LIFE OF S8IR GEORGE GREY was the aubject
of a short peper reand before the 90th meeting. Mr. Johannes C
Andersen, M,B.E. preslded, Apologies were received from Professor
J. Rankine Brown, and S8ir James Elliott.

NEW MEMBERS were elected as follows:

Mr, We F, Bniley, 8 Gloueester St. Wanganui.

Mr, L. W, Bannister, Grove 8treet, Nelson,

Mr. Andrew Patterson, Oaravan 56,Camp I, Winochmore R,D.
Mr. Williom Salter, 145 Caledonian Road, Bt.Albans, Chch.

Bir John Hanham, Bt,,submitted a further (8th) priced
eatalogue of the Lord Grantley collection (Oontinental, Mediaeval,
ond modern silver lssues of France and Italy). The President
asked that Sir John be specially thanked for his continued inter-

est in supplying up-to-date numismatic information from the
Homeland.,

An illustrated priced catalogue COINS OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
IRELAND, 1945 edition, by Herbert Allen Seaby, F.R.N.8., was
tabled, OCollectors in this field should not be without this
publiocation. (B.A.Seeby Ltd., 65 Great Portland 8t.,London,W.X.)

58,

Mr, H.G.,Williams, 893 Cumberland St.Dunedin,advised that
he was the sole New Zealand distributor of Mr. G. O. Heyde's
work COINS, just issued in Australia., A review will appear in
the next report,.

Mr, Allan Sutherland read the following paper SIDELIGHT8 ON
THE LIFE OF 8IR GEORGE GREY, He said, The great pro-consul
8ir George Grey has woven many golden %hreads into the fabrioc
of British history in the Southern Hemisphere, where his neme
is mighty still., During the research that preceded the writ-
ing of my "Numismatle History of Now Zcaland" I found the nmme
of that great man stalking across the pages of Colonial history
more than that of any othor contemporary, At the time
Governor Hobson was implementing the Treaty of Waltangi, and
Juggling with the relative values to boe fixed for the Amerioan,
Spanish, French, Indian, and other "hord" money current in his
new domain, Captain Grey ~ who had Just occlebrated his 28th
birthday -~ was assuming control of tho Government of South
Australin, ond setting out to solve similar finanoinl and not-
ive problems thero,

When I dlscovered some original currency history in the
manuscript Blue Book Returns of New Zenlond, submitted by New
Zoaland Governors to the Imperinl Governmont, and when that
search was carricd forward, I was baulked by the abscnoo of
returns for tho firast two yonrs of Governor Groy's regime in
New Zenlond, Tarliier, under Hobson and FitzRoy,sovoral cojl es
of each year's Bluc Books had been meticulously made in the
careful pcrnmnnship that belonged to that period. The originals
were submitted to the Imperinl Government and tho copics were
retained in New Zoanland. I scorched the Archives in the General
Assambly Library, and documents in the Turnbull Library and in
the Ocnpus and Btatistios Office, Wollington, the Grecy Collection
in the Publie Library,Auckland, The Mitchell Library,Sydney,end
I wrote to South Afriea whence Grey had taken some papers reolat-
ive to New Zoaleand when he was lator appointed Govornor thero.
From thcse sources I filloed in most of tho pattorn of tho
surrcney puzzlo, but it wes not until my friend 8ir John Hanham
ossistecd me in gaining accoss to the British Archives that I
was convineced that the mastor hand of George Grey hod succooded
in suupressing Blue Books rclating to New Zealand for 1845 and
1846, tho first two yoars of his torm of officc in Now Zoalend -
an officc he ossumcd, when Govornor FitzRoy had beon rocalled,
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mainly because he supnlemcented the meagre supply of foreipn
coing, then currcnt, with Government currcncy debentures, con-
trory to Whitehall instructions. Presumobly Governor Grey wiped
the slate elean for two years. This apparcnt mesterly method
of dealing with the shaky finaoneial affairs of Mew Zcolond gave
me .renewved Interest in the great pro-consul.

Although this rcview is intended to cover numismatic sido-
lights of Sir George Grey's rogime, a sketch of his life would
not be out of placc. Goorge Grey was born at Lisbon, in the
year Nopoleon rotreated acrsss the snowe from lioscow, Grey's
fathor was killed at Badajoz a few days beforc George was born.
Of aristocratic birth, George Grey developed a radical outlook
in his teens, perticularly whilc serving as an cnsipn in Ireland.
At the age of 25 he jolned the ‘Beagle" on an cxploration trip
to North—-west Australia, Bccause of his unusual intcrest in
the manners and customs of the natives there, he was apjpointed
Rosldent Maglstirate at King George's Sound, This intcrest,
which was repoated in New Zeonland and in  South Africa, was

a lecading factor in the roloe of Empirc Bullder he was to assume
later,.

At the age of 28 he was appointed Governor of South Austral-
la. He arrived in Adclalde in May 1840 charged with the duty
of clecaning up thec so-called financial mess allegedly creatoed
by Governor Gavler,but duo mainly to a depression. During the
depression the nunber of public-houscs in Adclaide cnd cnvirons
declincd from 70 in 1840 to Yy inn 1842, ond the reductinn in
recvenue from spirite forsher anborrassed the Govermuaent,

Retronchment vao envricd out, Sincle ien on reliced vorle wero
rcecduccd to 15 24 » dny, bubt worricd men received 125 o wecek -
in cfyeet n wite allo.wonee — plus 28 6d o veck for coch chlld,

Rotronelment wog controry to Grey's rndienl outlook, nnd al-
though he vas burnt, in c¢ffigy, in the strect at this time, his
long-tcrm policy cventunlly corncd for him the thanks of the
Adeclaide citizens, and when he departed in Octobor,1845, to bo-
come Governor of Nowv Zealand, upiards of 600 citizens signed a
memorial commending him for the mnnner in which he had dischoarg-
od his dutios. In Adclaide a son was born to him, but dicd at

5 months, and was burlocd at Adelaldc,

When Oaptain Grey arrived in Now Zealand the coins that
Jingled in his pockets, and the coins he found hcre - plus tho
£6,000 in specie he borrowed from the South Australian Trcasury
and sent ahcad - were golden sovercigns, doubloons, ocaglcs,
mohurs, and 20 frane pleces, and silver dollers, francs,rupoes,
half-crowns, and foreign coppor coins, then officially current
in both countries, Just as he foced financial and nativo
problems in South Australin, so also was he faccd with similar
problcme in Ncw Zealand., Dutics on tobacco and tradc goods,
mostly brought by whalers from Amcrica, had been imposoed by
Governor Hobson, and had been continued Ly Governor FitzRoy,
and this had accentuated native troubles at the Bay of Islands,
whenoce Grey repalrcd to confeor with native chilefs. Soon,
Groy wes actively ongoged direecting opcrations against laori
rcbels at Ruapckapcka., Grey was then 35 ycars of apge. Hostil-
itiocs under Rengihacata brolke out later ncar Wellington, but
Grey cleverly checked this by scizing the uncertain Mnord
"Napoleon", Te Rauparahn, at Porirua. A subscquent outbreok
near Wanganui, duc to an aceidental shooting of a native by a
soldicr, lasted ten months, ond was guclled in 1848, thus
closing his main native troubles then,

The financial mist surrounding Grey's hondling of Mow
Zealand financcs 1s lifted from 18&7, whon his Tirst BDlue Book
oxtant disclosos, intcr nlia, that he has writton dovn tho
8panish golden doubloon to £3 (£3-ls under FitzRoy) ond holf,
gquarter, and oighth doubloons corrcspondingly; Spenish ond
American eilvor dollars, and five franc piceos wore writton
dovn to 3s 6d (ks under FitzRoy), tho rupco still stonding at
28, The cstimated coin in circulation was £50,000,
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Grey's policy, plus importations of sterling hard Money,
rosulted in driving out of Now Zealand forcign money which had
been uscd of necesslty by the whalers and traders from the
commencoment of the century until its rccorded disappecarancc by
Grey in 1850, Anothor blg factor in the clearance of this
forolgn moncy was the usc of shinplastcr currency ~ privato
papor notes - togecthor with the paseing, in 1847, of an
Ordinancc establishing a Colonial Bank of Issuc, with the solc
right of issuing notous,

In 1848 Provinecial Government was cstablisheg, Grcey becom-
ing Governor ot New Ulster (Horth Island) and of New Munstor
(South Island) in addition to Governor in Chiof. Groy took
a keen intorcest in the proposcd charter for New Zcaland, Earl
Grey's proposed charter of 1846 wns suspoended by Govornor Grey,
who transmittcd a draft constitution of his own to thc Imporial
outhorities in 1851,

Grey was bcloved by the Maorl pooplce, who recgarded him as
the Great White Chioef, In the North onc still mectas haolf-
castc people who edopt thc names of Grey or Hobson, Grey's
books on mythology,traditional history, and proverbs of the
Maori are still rcgarded as standard works. In 1853 Groy
relinquished his position of Govcrnor of New Zealand, and
returncd to England.

In 1854 Grey wos appointed to tho dual position of High
Comissioncr of South Africa and Govoernor of Oape Colony,
where he roemained until 1864, There, his statesmanship was
rcflceeted in his liboral native policey, his struggloc for a
foderal systom of Government, and his Empire building aoctivitices.
It was there that tho famoues incidont assoclated with hls namo
occurrcd, Acting on his own initiative, ho ordeored troops
and supplies, on routc to China, to be divertod to India to
help quell the Indian Mutiny. In all rcespoets ho rogarded
the Empire as his domain, rather than the torritory dofined in
his warrant of appointmont. For this oxamplo of administro-
tive forosight he was officlially thankod, although ho was "put
on tho carpet" lator for taking a somowhat similar liberty.
He had a brush with the Imperial Authoritics in 1859, was
rocalled by Sir Bulwor Lytton for dofiance of instructions, was
reoinstatcd later, and in 1861, at the agoe of 49, ho was appoint-
od Governor of Now Zealand for tho socond timo

Grey's scoond administration of Now Zcesland lastoed until
1868, Ho found that during his absonce his porsonal mann among
thc Maori had wancd., During that interrcgnum Govornors had
had thelr wings clipped by reproscntativo Govornment, ond by
the Imperial Authoritios, and a Maori King movoment had arisaon,
allcgodly basod on the following passage discoverod by Wircmu
Tamihana, in a Biblo given him by a missonary:-

"Onc from among thy brethern shalt thou scot King over thoo;
thou mayst not sot a stranger ovor theoo which is not thy
brother,"

Thus, historians stato, started thc Maori Xing movement, which
developed aggrossively, but which is now flaceild..

In 1863 thce Maori War wos rencwed. During his sccond
regime Grey querrclled with his Licut,.General, Sir Duncan
Camcron, and assumcd control of the military forocs himsclf.
In 1865 Worcroa Pa was brilliantly ocapturcd under Grey's
personnl dircetion, Grey pcrsistontly opposcd instructions
regarding tho rcmoval of troops. Botween whiles he = conduoctod
ddsputos with thoe Promier, Mr.Fox, who, incidontally provides
us with an illustration of the slow tompo of the horsce—-nnd-—
buggy days, in that ono of his dcspatches to Inglind, concoern-
ing Groy, was tho sizo of a book, oxcouvding 600 pages. Aftor
furthor &isputos with theo Imperianl Govournmont, Groy hnd tho
tamerity to "roprimend" his supcrior oificer in Englond for
rccoiving complaints from a Colonol in New Zonland, without
thelr first boing transmitted through the Govornor. Tho
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complaints - aftcrvards rctracted ~ stated that Maori prisoncrs
?ad bocen shot in cold blood, some had becen roastced alive, and

that onc had had his ocars cut off, dricd, and forcibly attached

to his watch chain. But Grey was "fed up", and so were the
Imperial Authoritics, but the Imperial Authoritics got in first
by advising Grey the nemc of his suceccessor, That hls success—~

or, Govcrnor Bowcon, was given 1lttle rein, is borne out in the
petulent tone of a dospateh in 1869 reproving Bowen for inatitut-
ing the New Zenland Oross for bravery. Bowon was told that hias
Job as Governor was to " eonvokc and prorogws Parliament, pardon
criminnle, ctc....but that the avthority inhceront in tho Queon..
has ncever been dolegnted to youl"

Grey reotirced to hie lovely island homce at Kawoau, and thero
he romaincd until 1874, when he was clected Superintondent of
the Provincoe of Auckland; in the samo yoar he was cloeted a
mcmber of the Housc of Represcntatives. In 1877 he became
Prcailor of New Zealand, at the sge of 65. Groy foundcd the
first rcally radlecal or progressive movament in polities he
advocated land taxation, compulsory purchose of lnrgc ostctces
for closor sottloment, adult franchiesc, and clcctive Govornors.
He strongly advocated tho fcdoration of native racos in the
Pacific under Now 2oaland, and he ropeatedly warncd agalnst
German and Froneh infiltration in B8amos and Now Calodinia. In
1879 hc vacatod the offico of Prcomicr, and in 1890 withdrow
from political 1lifo. Pour years later, aftcr sccing his fricnd
Richard Scddon installed as Prcmicr, hc visited England, and
whilc therc, in 1898, he dicd and was buricd in 8t Pauls. I
must confess that on a visit to London in 1935 I vigitod St Pauls
not so much to sco the great cdificc, o8 to sce the grave of
8ir Goorge Groy.

Grey's romantic carcer carnced for himself the titlo of
Tho Great Pro-Consul, and the foremost Fmpirce bullder South
of thc Eqguator. Viscount Blcdisloo - himsclf an outstanding
Governor-Goneral sccond only to Grey - consideors that Grey was
the greatcest Pro-Consul of his timo. Tho cssantial difforcnecc
between Greoy and succossive Governors, was thot Grey was on
admindstrative Governor, particularly during his first torm,
wheroas his successors werc nainly ornamontal constitutional
links with the Mothcerland, There aro similarltiocs botwoen Grey
ond Blcdisloo as Governors. Both wore scholarly aristocrats,
progrcesivo danocrate, and benign autocrate; both had the
Churchilllan flair for phresing for posteri%y, both were idonl®
ista, znd both had a charm of monnor associated with n cultured
intcllcctual outlook. But Grgoy travellcd on unchartod sons,
while Blodisloc jJjournoyod on calm and chartod soas, Had Bledisloc
boon confrontod with the semc set of conditions as thoso which
faccd Grey, the indications are that ho would have measurcd up
to thc best traditions of Groy. Groy wos o colloctor of raroc
and valuablc booke which he prescnted, partly to the poople of
South Afriecc, and partly to the pcople of Auckland, An oxchongo
was later offected to the mutual advantage of both.

Despltc periods of intransigonce under the ocurb of authority
the name of Grey stands out in Hmplrce history as that of a
great statesman and Empiro buillder whoso record willl adorn tho
pogos of New Zealand history long aftcr most of his succossors
hove been forgotton. (Roference, "8ir Goorpgo Groy" by Profwsor
G.Honderson, Adclaide.)

In order to 1illustratec the times in which Sir Georpge Grey
lived, Mr.Johonnes C.Andersen, M.B.E. read tho following cxtroot
from the journel of J. Lort Stolkes, Commander of ¥i.M.B8,ACHNRON
surveying ship chorting theo coasts of New Zoealond,1849-50. Ho
wes evidently acguaintod with English clnassics:

"Monday April 22,1850 - Went oshorc with the doctor, who
wished to oxaminc the corpsc of a Maori woman who had dlcd tho
doy provious. Sow a very old Native, who soancd tolerably voln
of some figures dravn upon her ocrmic, breast and bnclk, in oxhibilt-
ing which sho was sufficlently liboeral of whatever charms tho
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ravages of threc score winteors had left her., To cach of theso
skin picturces n higtory won attached, the soparate grouns being
an abstract and briof chronicla of some ovent in her cxpericnce.
There vere kaord men ongnged in mortal combat with their tomo-
howks, voimen os speetantors scemingly cencouraglng their husbands
and brothers to lay on with right good will. The tattoo on
her bock wes a man holding a gun perpendicularly with the muzzlo
to his hecad, thc suicide of a rclative in years past, -dctcoted
in an improper intercourse with anothcr chief s'rib'. Antieipat-
ing unplcasont rcsults, and exasperated at losing his paramour,
he had " jumped the 1ifo to come". The prying curiosity of the
pakcha as he wheeoled round this old crono likc a tcetotum,
clicitcd shouts of laughtor from the group of Maori womcn squatt-~
ing with her about a blazing log firc; thc boldame hersclf,from
time to timo "grimnod horriblc o ghastly smilc" of gratifiod
vanity. As to her drces, 1t was Bo neglige as grootly to
facilitate our scrutiny, being mercly an old mat, by lifting
which she sat nakecd as Eve.

Holf erown plcces plerced for. the purpose and of old

George IV's coinoge hung as pondants in hor cars. On our
noticing thom, and her extravagencc. she sald they would bo
a legacy ot her death to the half-castc child which her dauvghter
the wifc of a white man, was suckling amidst thc group of
laughcers, They also worc shlllings and sixponces as car-rings.
This fashion of wearing Engllsh eilvoer coins scams pecwliar to
tho Natives of Stewart Island, for I neover saw thom olscwhere.
Northwards thoir countrywonen principally affcct the brilliant
white tooth of a spccies of ground shark, tippcd with scaling
wax, which, from 1lts showy tint, is oxtensilvoely uscd for person-
al adnornment. A single drop of soml-transporent yrcenstonc,
suspended in the car by black ribbon, is also much worn, and
many thrust into the onormous aperturcs slit In thet delic-to
portion of their person any small article of Europonn workuun-—
ship they can lny hold of. Thus I hove scen old bracoe buecklos,
o plececo of o gun lock, soldicrs brass buttons, aund tho brass—
tippod cotton rcol so applicd,"

A vote of thanks was aceordecd.

ALLAN SUTHERLAND

Hon. Sccrctary.
15 Farm Roﬂd, Northland.,Wollington, N.Z.
Tolephonc. ~ 26561

. NEXT MERETING will be held on the last Mondny in May,
28th May, ot 8,.,p.m. whon a paper will be read by Mr.W.D.
Forpguson, and a large number of Roman copper coins will be
submittod,

SUBSCRIPTIONS for tho curront yeor oro now duc and
are payablc to the Hon.Troasurcr, Mr. @G. C. Shorwood, 103
Willis Strcot, Wollington.

PAPERS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS, Mcmbers arec invitcd to
submit papcrs to be road at futurc moctings of tho Socioty.

MEMBERSHIP ROLL A now membership roll is being
complled for circulation to maembors. Members ore requestod
to submit details of chongo of address wherc nccoesary.
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30 JULY 91st Meeting - 28th May, 1945.

The 91st Meeting of the Soclety was held on 28th Mszy. Professor J. Ren-—
kine Brown, ILL.D,, occupled the Cheir. Apologlies for ebsemco were recelved
from Mr. K. Kirkealdie, Mr. Johannes Andersen, M.B,E., snd Mr, G, Sherwood.

NEW MIMBER: Mr. E,H. Anderson, Moana Road, Day!s Bay, was olected
a new member,

BOUD REPORTS, Vol. II: Mr., Hormblow, Asst. Secretary, tabled three
coples of Vol, II of reports, 1938 to 1943, It was decided to presemnt one
copy to the Auckland Public ILibrary.

PROPOSED VICTORY MEDATL: It wos stated that 1if e victory medal 1s to be
isgued for eale to the public at the conclusion of hostilitlies proliminary work
of preparing designe should be proceeded wlth as early as possible, and the Hon.
Secretary was inetructed to ascortuln the mind of tho Governmant on the matter,
and to offer tho assistance of the Boclety Lf the proposal le to be proceeded
with,

MUSEUM OOLLEOTIONS: The Hon. Seoretary reported that ir, Willl Fels,
0.i.G., had presented his numismatic colleotion to the Otago iluseum, and that
thoe colleotlion was classified so that specimons could readily be obtnined for
inspection.

ROIE-NEW ZRALAND MEDAL: Mr, Allan Suthorlend oxhibited an illustration
of a medal "to commemorate the entry into Rome of Now Zealond Forces in 1944%,
Design, Quadrigo to left, ROME above, "1944" in oxorgus. Presumably silver.
"Doeign engraved by M. Fox, Modalllst of Sharia Elfi Boy, Cairo.!" Two speoi-
meng have been ordered by him.

T0OIAS" by Mr. G.G, Hoydo: A copy of thile work was toblode Mr, W.D.
Ferguson presented a copy for the Soolety!s Idbrary., Ho stated that the author
was to be congratulated for the concilseness and clarity of the work, which was
8 "mult¥m in Parvo" of numlematic information. He moved that the author be
complimented on the production of such a ugeful reference work, Mr. A. Buther-
land seconded the motion, stating that for the everage collector who did not
possess speclalist worke in each fleld, Mr., Heyde's work provided a long felt
want. General information regarding coilns of all countries was carofully sum-
merlsed and tebulatoed, and collevctors, newspapers, ond Idbraries would find the
work & mine of information on everydsy questlons that wurose in regard to coins.
Mr, Heyde was to be congiatulated for hig industry in assembling those faots
in en attractive and readily eccessible manner. (Obtalnable from Mr, H,G, Wil-
llams, 893 Cumbérland Street, Dunedin, 6/9d,)

ROMAIT OO1IMSy Mr, W.J, Dale, Papanui, esented to the Socloty an il-
lustrated work, "COLLECTION BY DE FEU M.H, MONTAGU', poper covers. A vote of
thanks was passed to Mr, Dale.

ROLL OF W, 7. OROS9I: Mr, T, Cockroft, Nopler, wrote sugsrosting that
the historic Roll of tho ew Zealond Oross should be lodged in the Turnbull
Iibrary. Deolded to moke roprosentations accordingly,

WOMELT ON COINS wae the subject of o most interesting talk given by Mr.
V¥.D, Ferguson, The talk was i1llustrnted by appropriate enocimens., Ho saids-

Among the mwmy interosting and fasolnoting: sides of colleoting coins mmd
medals aro, I think, conjuwring up in ono's minds oye scenes from the past con-
nected wlith such old coins or mednls, and thoughts upon the porsons ropresentod
nnon thon and of tho times rnd customs in vogue vhon thoy wero struck; also to
spcculate upon tho different kinds of poople vho mry have handlod them in the
past, and why, by cheneo porhops, they have come down to us vhen most of thelr
fellows have boen worn smooth, lost, or melted down. O0ld coins are the windows
of hiestory, ond thoy uvsunlli; give authentlc, though sometimoes floattering, por-
tralte of past rulers, from which we ocen often form judgment upon tholr char-
notors, Also the coatg~of-nrme on shlelds givo intoreeting hlstorical ovidence
of the rieo of dynasties and ruling fmilies euch as tho Bourbons., The rise and
fall of eountries and ompires cen often be traced with great accuracy in their
coinago, such as tho Romen Republic end Empire.
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4As regards more modern coins I have an especial likingz for those with
hends, or effigles, of women thereon, perhape on account of the fact that
there are not very meny of thess, apart from medals and oommemoratives, and
many countries like France have none at elly though coins of two present-day
countries, Netherlends snd Imxembturg, have heads of women, Oreat Britain is
well represented with six women shown on oolns, though effigles of one, Mary
Quéen of Scots, aro very rare, However, I will confine my remarks to five Oon-
tinental women rulere ebout whom less may be known here than of Britiech Queens,

Athough recently struck to facllitate commerce in the Hast (sse Vol, II,
page 56) Maria Theresa thalers are an exmoct copy of those etruck in 1780, the
yoar of her death, The effigy shows a somewhat mannigh $ype of women of strong
character. The legend glves her many titles; Roman Hmpress, Queen of Hungary
and Bohemla, Archduchess of Austria, Duchess of Buwgundy, end Ocuntess of Tyrol.
Thie does not mention all the lands she ruled over, however., Although Austrig
waw the heart and core of the wvast Hapsburg dominions 1t was never a kingdom
in neme, remaining an Archduchy t1ll after the Napoleonic wars when it became
the seat of o now empire, Although Marle Theresa inherited hor dominions from
her father, the Emporor Charles VI, the title of Romon Fmpress was hem strict-
ly epeaking, but only as Fmpress Consort, end after the death of her husband,
Francls I, as Fmpress dowager, She took her duties and responpibilities ser-
iously, and showed great aptitude for public business, and managed to keep in
touch with the affelrs in all parts of her extensive posseselons. Ghe played
the part of a beneficent despot. Her husband left everything in the way of
government to hile capable wife, but after she became & wldow in 1785 she let
her eldest son, who was then elected Hmperor as Joacph II, shore in tho duties
of government with her., In epite of all thls she hnd slxteen childrem, of
whom ten grew up, eand two sons in tum woro HEmporors, and two of her daughters
became Queens, one being the 1ll-fated Marie Antoinette.

At tho some time that Marla Thorese raigned, Russin was ruled in turm «
except for m six monthe! intorval — by two women different in character though
no loss remarkablo or able rulers, and the life of one at least vroves that
history 1s at times etranger than fiction.

As 18 woll nown the Ozar, Peter the Grect, largely succeeded in modern~
izing tho semi~barbaric Russia of hias times, and brought women out of soclusion;
but he could not have foressen that after hils death in 1725 Rugsla would be
ruled for the next soventy years by women, oxcopt for two brief intorvals, After
1730 the orown had passed to doscendents of his brother Ivmm, but ho had left a
daughter, Elizabeth, who had been largoly negleoted in her youth and grew up
with peesents Iin a village and had little educatlion., Bubt about 1740, when she
was in her early thirties, and a toll end hendsome woman, she ocare wup to St.
Petersburg and made herself popular with the peopls, and especlally with some of
the officers of the Guards. By this timo her father!s harehness was boilng for-
gotten and the momory of his greatneps enhanced, and his rolgn was contrested
with the exdsting regime in which unpopular Germens held the chief offices. In
eplte of this fact she was allowed to continue for s time, A French dootor,
who had been brought to Russlia by her father md had attended her mother, heard
of or sensed danger for hor, and advimed hor to appeal for protootion to the
Guards regimenty rsho went to tho barracks onoe ovening and changed into uniform
end was acclaimed o5 Zmpross by them, and then rode through St, Petersburg at
their hoad, theo other rogimonte Joining in, ond by tho next day hor position as
Fopress had boon secured by o gquite bloodless revolution, Although, like her
father, sho was not altogether a plensent charactor, she wng a great ruler, emd
was popular with her subjects, Sho had stralght awsy secoured the succession
to her throne by bringing to Russie her nephew, the son of her sister, Anna, who
wae a Prince of Holstein~Gottorp, a Doy of fourteen then, eand aleo helr to the
Swedish Crown, He was confirmed in the Russien church and rechristened Poter,
but he was on unfortunate oreature, not much bhetter than e halfe~wit. ZElizabeth
soon after found a bride for Peter in the person of the young Princess Sophim
Frederica, only daughter of & cousin of the relgning Prince of Zorbet-Anhalt, who
was o gonoral in the army of Pruamsla, end whoee wlfe was o Holsteln princess and
a cousin of Petorts father, Tho parsimonious Frederick II pnid no salaries to
hlns gonerals. Thoy were extromely poor, and Sophle brought no dowry and had
but six changes of clothing when she and her mother sot out for Russia in tho
middlo of winter, and thils thought of early povorty romeined humilinting to her
in lator 1ifo of greatness. &he was rechristened in tho Russion church Cather-
ine, after Eliznbeth'te mothor, who had relgned two yoors as Cntherine I after
Peter the Groatls death, Young Poter wae quite unablo to appreciato tho hand-
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some young girl of great intelligence who becamo his wlfe, Her first yeare of
married life, while still only a girl, were not very happy, =nd the formidable
Impress was often hard to please, However, sho had mood sense and learnt what
the Russians 1liked and the Ruseian woys, and soon learned when in Rome to do as
Rome does.

< Although Zligzabeth had had a fine figure mmd wes very proud of her legs
in her youth, delighting in male attire as at the time of hor accegslon, she
got stout In her fortles, as my 20 kopek coin dated 1755 shows, She beceame in-
dolent toward the end of her reilgn, She realilsed that Froderlck I and Pruselan
militarism were a menace o Zurops, and joined in the conlition against him in
the seven years! war, and her armies occuniod Berlin for a timo., It was only
the inefficlenoy or treachery of her generals that largely wndid the valour of
her troops and prolonged the war, which Flizabeth prosecuted with vigour in
aplte of faelling hoaolth and increasing indolence. It was onlr her death that
saved Frederlck II emd the Prusslian stato from utter destruction,

The new Ozar, Peter III, was quite umable to govern emything, let nlone
a huge country like Russim. EKis one interest hnd alweys been playing with
soldierg, end he now had whole amies of his own., He had alwsys admired the
Prugsian armies, and stopped the war with them, but started to prepare for a
new war against Denmarlt, who hud annexed his beloved Holsteln since he had left
ity thils would have involved oing throvegh Polind and Pruasing the latter no
doubt would have meimt o trap, He hod beon virtunlly separated from Catherine,
but delighted in lnsulting hoer on public occasions, and the following summer,
slx months aftor his smecossion, Cnthorinels posltion pecmed ono of danger, How-
ever, tho ammy lenders hnd no wieh for involwvment in Potert!s orazy schomes, and
resented his uncle, Prince Georgo of Holsteln, boinz made Commemder—in-Chief, In
the night before Peter's bvlrthday, vhen further humiliation, or wirse, might
have been Catherinel!s lot, she was summonod about midnight and broughtto the
Guarde! barrocks at 5t, Petersburg vhore she changed into uniform, as Elizabeth
hnd done, and later marched with another young woman simllarly attired at the
head of her troops end was acclaimed with enthusirem as Empress by both soldiers
and peopls, Petoer hed also offended the Heads of the Ohurch, and had no
friends in Russia, end his removal was effected bloodlessly that day. Catherine
was not vindictive and thought Peter of such small account that she, 1% appears,
contamplated sending him back to Holsteln, dut he was murdered by his officer
guards o few monthe later. In the meantimo Cotherine was erowned Empress in
Moscow and no one questioned her right., Although entirely German, eshe had be-
come a true Russian, and her policy was Russian first and last, Although she
encouraged distingulshed foreignors, such as artists and authors, to settle in
or visit Rusela, all her ministers and generels were Russians, She avoided
Buropean entanglemente and took no part in westem affalre, apart from the
partitions of Poland, which brought some millions of Russians into her fold,
But two ware with the Turks extended hor empire to the Black Sea ond the Crimes,
Iiko Elizaboth she had s handsomo end mnjestic appenrmce ond followed Bliza-
beth's wige example in showing herself to her psople, Although she enrned the
name of The Grent, she would now be moro thought of had eho dled some years
soonor thon she did, as aftor being o bosutiful girl and very handsowme woman,
sho became in old age so stout that she eould not walk unalded, and she must
have been a repulsive old wommn, My 20 Kopek coln shows a handeome and strong-
ninded woman whicl ir what one would expect.

My next woman ruler is of very difforent t;pe from the three proceding
ones, Marisnne Ellen wns the eldust and aoblest of Napoleonl!s threc sisters,
and although essentlally vulgar like her sisters, she could assume the grend
nanner at times. The unprecedented rise to fame and power of the poor captain
of artillery made hle sisturs leaders of socloty, but theoy were always wanting
more end more, and were jealous and guarrelsome. =BElisa had norrled en Italian
gontloman named Felizx Bacciochi, vho wae a colonel in the French army, in 1797,
and when Uapoleon mado ZTlisa soverelgn Princess of Incce and Plembino in 1805,
her husband nominelly shared the throne with her., My five frmeil coin shows
thelr heands Jugate with Flimats profile in front mmd wenring e coronet, end thoy
mnke a pleasing pelr of heades on the coin; tho leogonds nro in Itnlinn, Misen
soon tlred of such gey 1life me Imcce eould produce, and sho indused her powerfnl
brother to make her Grand-duchess of Tuscany in 1809, wvhiclh gavo her further
gcope for playing the Queen. Although she had ability, her roign was really
noninal, as Tuscony was governed chiefly from Paris, Z2llse wns at times o Erlal
Yo Napoleon, who no doubt admired her spirited woys. Fellx appuars to have
played a passive part in his wifets affalre and vorylag fortunes, and to hevo
been content to teke second place, After tho downfall of drpoleon she rotired
to o ville near Trioste and diod thero in 1821,
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The last lady of my quintette, Marle Loulse, was the daughter of the
Bmperor Francis II and became the seoond wife of Napoleon in 1810, vhen she
was nineteen, and when he was at the helght of hls power. Very contrary and
varied opinions have been written about her character, but most of the unfav-
ouratle ones have been French. She was at a dlsadvantage in Paris being
married when so young to a man who had been regarded as an ogre and everything
that was bad at the Austrian court; and although she muet have been the envy
of ocountless women a&s the first lady of Durope she was never happy in France,
and disliked the French whom she regarded as the murderers of her Great-—Aunt,
Possibly partly because she gave him the longed for son and heir, Hapoleon
showed real affection for his second wife, and afterward had en almost pathetic
hope she would be able to join him at Elba, or even 5%, Helena, From thoe first
he had tried hard to plemse her, but thie affection was not reciprocated.

In 1814, on Napoleon!s banishment to Elba, she was at Vichy and her
father sent one of his gonerals, Count Albert von Nelpoerg, to conduct her and
her young son back to Vienna, Excent for e few wecks during the "hundred days"
in 1815, he never aftorwards loft her sorvice. Marle Ioulse was made sovorelgn
Duchess of Parma at the COongress of Vienna, and reigned there ti1l her death
in 1847. Von Welpnerg acted as her chancellor and forolgn minister, and he
stood at the right of hor throne at Court. It 1s said, on what appears to be
good anthority, that thoy weroe secrotly morgenntically married after Napoleon's
death n 1071, This wns probadbly tho hnppilest timo of linrie Iouise's life,
and. her unncknovledged husband must have boen o man of groat good senso and abll-
1ty. He vlayed hls very difficult part successfully, besides being an able ad-
ministrator. Aftor his death an wnsuccessiml revolution took place, but after
that experience tho charscter of the government of lnrie Loulse deteriorated,
and her state beceme practically a part of the Austrian Fmpire, She married
once more. My five soldl coiln shows & pleasing head with the halr dono in the
Greek style, and 1% has hor monogrsm crowned on the reversoy the logends are in
Italien and the date ies 1815, her firast year,

4 vote of thanks was accorded to Mr, Ferguson for his paper.

ALLAIT SUTHERLAUD,

Hon. Secretory.

15 Farm Roed,
NORTHLAND,

Wellington,

NEXT MBITING: The annual meetlng of the Society will be held on 30th July,
1945. Business, Electlon of Officers end General,

P, S.y GUBSCRIFTIONS IN ARREARS:; ROLL OF MIMBERS: An w»-to-date roll of members
and mailing 1ist 1s being complled for clrculation. Members who are in
arrears with thelr subscriptions (as shown below) are asked to remit to the Treapurer

wlthout delay to avoid thelr names boelngz removed from roll at the end of Avgust,
Names removed wlll be reinstated on payment of arreers. Subseription (5/-) is pay-
able In June of each year. Comporite 1life subseription of £3.3,0. absolves members
from the payment of any further subscriptions.

G, C. SHERWOOD,
Hon, Treasurer,
103 Willis Street,
Welllngton, C.1,

Subscriptions owing
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THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

14th ANNUAL RFPORT AND BALANCK SHEET
for year ended 30th June, 1945

The Council of the New Zenland Numismatic Soclety has the honour to submit
its annuel report and balance sheet for the year ended 30th June, 1945. The year
commenced with 118 members, and clnsed with 117, including 27 composite 1ife
subscriptinn members.

Owing to the war, the restricted programme of meeting nnce every two months
from March tn November has Been continued. It is hoped that the war will finlsh
next year, and that normal monthly meetings will again be resumed. The Council,
on behalf of members, sends 1lts greetinge to members serving overseas, and wel-
comes members who have returned,

Snme intereating papers, invelving congiderable reasearch, were read during
the year, The Soclety is indebted to the Lidbrarisn, Tornbull Lidbrary, frr the
use of the Library for meetings. UNotable donatinns during the year included:

a cablinet of FEnglish colns and tokens presented by the famlly of the late George
E, Anson, Wellington$ i1llustrated and priced coln sale catalsguss, and Spinks
Circulars by Bir John Hanham, and a monstary donatiosn by lir. W.D.Ferguson toward
the cost of 1ssulng extended reports., A proposel %n apponint an Hon. Exchange
Superintendent to regilster "spares, wanteds, and for sale," and to put members
Into touch with ane another, withcut sctually handl ing speclimens, when requests
and spares coincide, 1s tn be considered.

Degpite the war, the membership has remained censtant, and the Council feels
sure that after the war the Soclsty will be alle to leook forward to a period of

steady progross in furthering the interests of thoso who feel the attraction which

the cultural pursuit of numismatics undoubtedly affords,

Fnr the Councll of the Society,

JOHANNES ANDERSEN, President,

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT - lst JULY, 1944 to 30th JUNE, 17045

LIABILITIES £ 8 d ASSETS £ g 4d
Capltal Account! Cash at Po0sSeBs oo «o o 7 1 3
Balance 3076244 ve se° 195 B8 0 Trust Account, P.0OsSsB. . 100 7 1
Recelpts .. . £810 6 Nationel Savingas Investment 8314 0
Interest ,» . _3 1 8 1112 2
207 0 2
Payments P 15 17 10
£91 2 4 £191 2 4
R ]

(sgd) G+ C. SHERWOOD,
Hon., Treasurer.

Audited and found correct?

(sgd) W. CHETWYND,
Hon. Auditor.

WELLINGTON,
14th July, 1945.
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THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIO SOCIETY

REPORT OF 92nd (14th Annual) Meeting, 31-7--1945.

The 14th Annual Meeting of the Goclety was held at Turnbull Idbrary on 3Ilst
July,-1945. Mr, Johannes C. Andsersen, M,B.H.,, presided. A welcome was exbtended
to Mr. Haseell Martin, demobilised from military service, Mr, W.J,Dale, Ohrigt-
church, Mrs. C,J,Iynch, Palmerston, 4/c M.Iynoh, and Mr, H. R, Ford, APOIOGIES
for absence through illness were received from Mrs, H.Xirkaldie, Rev. D.0.Batos,
Mr. H.G,Meyer, Mr, E,CGilbertson snd Me,—WsGhedwmnd; aleso from Professor J. Ran-
kine Brown. The Prosident stated that the thoughts of members were with those
vwho could not attend, and all hoped that thay would soon be restored to health.

The minutes of the nrevious Annual Meeting were confirmed,

NEW MEMBERS were elocted as follows: Mr. J.Oraigmyle, Solicitor, cfo Messrs.
Ohristie, Craigmyle and Tizard, lMdgway Street, Wanganui, and Lt, Russell M., H.
Ot Day, 0.1170895, Hg. Fifth Bomber Ocumand, A.P,0. 710, care Postmaster, San
Francisco.

A ROLL OF MEMBERS, compiled hy Mr, W.D.Ferguson and Hon, Saeoretary, was
taebled, together with e ascheduls of outsjending subsoriptions amounting to £20.
Docided that the President, Mr, ¥W.D,Ferguson, the Hon, Seorstary and Hon., Trdas—
urcr be authorised to delete names from the roll where subsoriptions more than
ono year in arrear &t 3lst August, the nemss of membere on active service to
ramein on the roll vhother financial or not,

BRHPORTS OF SOCIHTY: Tho Idbrerien, Mitcholl Idbrary, Sydney, roquosted that
Soclety'areports, pp. 26-28 and pp. 67-70 (Vol, II) and pp. 31-~32 and 45-52
(Vol. III) bo supplied to enablo him to completo hie sots for binding. Roquests
for back roports wore also recolvod from other New Zoaland Idbrarlos. Mombers
vho are not bindlng thelr reports are invitod to sond spares to Mr, M.Hornblow,
Assistant Seorstery, 7 Harrold Stroet, Eclbum Extonsion, Wellington, to enable
him to comply with these roquests.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOBRMS: A suggestion by Mr, J.Hunt Doacon, Adoleide,
that application forms, showing objoots of Socloty, be printed and oirculatad
wag approved for action later on.

NEW ZEALAND TOEEN "H,J.Hnll, Christchurch Ooffee Mills," eamnd "Frmlily Groocer,
Wino & Svirit Merchent." Mr, J.W.Hoeuan submitted a clipping showing that a
Hall token wes wnoarthed from a depth of 2 f£t. in Tuam 8troat, Christchurch.

Mrs Allan Sufhorland statod that H.J,Hall wae notorlously prolific in his issuos
of ponny end halfponny tokene in Cnvigtchurch, Thoro woro 22 veriotios, all
inartistic, and tho difforencos in dlen wore usually so minuto as to glvo head-
aches to colloctors., Obviouely advertlelng and sonlorago profit wore Hallls
only motlves. Mr. Johannes Andorson saild ho hopod that tho tokon woarthed was
not yet anothor varloty.

THE ROLL OF THE N3IW ZEALAND CROSS was exhibitod for $nspoction. A4s a rosult
of roprosontations by Mr, T.0ockroft, Napler, suportod by the Idbrarian, Twm-
bull Idbrary nnd others, the Minister of Dofence had agroed that this wnique
book, attractively bound, should be deposited in tho Turnbull Idbraery, (foe
30th Moeting, Vol, I and pages 52 and 77, Vol, III). Mrs. J.Inkersoll, a des-
eondant of Governor Bowen who initiatoed this historic awerd durlng tho Maort
Wors, was present at tho moeting.

COIN CATALOGUES from Mossrs. B.A.Beaby, Glenginninge, and Spink & Sons, Lon-
flony wero tabled and placed in the Sociotyt!s library, Roports of the Numlsmatic
Soclety of New South VWnlos, 8ydney, rocording commondablo ectivity on tho port
of that organiczation, woro also tabled.

NEW ZEALAND COINS, Mr, H,G.Williems, Dunodin, roquostod information on new
issucs (florin and hnlfponny, 1944). Mr. A, Buthorlend etnted that while tho
Bogorve Bank kopt a detniled record of bank notes lssued, apparently no rocords
of dntes of inteko shipmonte of new colns wero kept by tho burk. Cnllaectors
roquired coins in mint or bloom condition, and had to select rpocluons frem
clrculated coins., Thoy nover knew for certaln whether they nal socuvrod all
spacimens 1ssued wmntil Royal Mint reports reached Now Zealand, usuclly two years
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after the coins wore in circulation. If Mr. Fussell, the Deputy Governor,
handled an excellent counterfeit N,Z. helf-crown or shilling dated 1936, he
would probably pass it without question, but a numismatist would suspect 1it,
as no coins bearing that date haed been issued according to Mint reports,
Numismatists were on the ever-present watch for counterfelts. Decided %to ask
Mr, Fusscll to advise the Soclety = or authorise the Royal Mint to advise the
Boclety - immediately any chmge in dates or dies (however minute ) were made,
end when such new coins were about to be circulated in New Zealend.

Members have notified tho following additional New Zealand issues since

igﬁg! 25-6(1- » 250 ’ 13. ] 6d- » 3d. * and ld.' 1941—1944 1nclusive: éd'_m—A-e,

"NUMISMATIC EISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND." Mr, McDonald, of MeDonald Publications
limited, M.IL,U. Building, lambton Quay, Wollington, advised that he had a num-
bered and emtographed copy of this publication for sale at £5.5.0d4 N.Z.
(£4.4.02 sterling).

WAITANGI TREATY HOUSE COLLECTION. The Hon. Seccrotnry of the Trusbt wrote
thenking the Soclety for tha pgift of the Soclety!s bronze Contonnial Medal,
1940, mapplied by Mencrae. W.J.Dale and W,D.Forgunon. \

DONATION, A motion of thonks was passcd to Mr., Charles Wnlker, Wellington,
for a donatlon of £2,2,04 to tho general funde, and for his good wlshes for
the progress of the Soclety.

MAITESE COIN, Particulars were given of an IMMANUEL DE ROHAN 6 Tari 1780
gllver coin unearthed by Mr. F,Carr, M.P., in his garden in Aucklend. Thie
Royal and eccleelastical) famlly was assoclated with tho Maric Antoinotto
diamond necklace affalr which landed Louls Do Rohan in tho Bastillo until
acqui tted.

OONFEDERATE BANK NOTES. Mr, J. Kennedy, 56 Clevoland Road, Brooklyn, Woll-
iagton, notified that he had a U.S8.A, dollar bill, 1862, also 50, 20, 10 end §
dollar Confederato notos and two 10 cent bills for maloa.

DECIMAL COINAGE, Doclded (a) That the Now Zealand Mumismatlc Socloty ro-
offirms that deeimal colnnge should bo adopted for tho Dominion at first sult-
able opportunity, (b) That the Numlsmatic Socloty invito the Docimal Associa~
tion, auckland, the Council of the Soclety of dAccountants, tho Associatod
Ch~mbers of Commerce of New Zealand, Wellington, nnd othoer orgenizations favour-
Ing decimal coinago, to appoint reprosentatives to initliate an odusational
vampalgn to publioclee the bonofits of decimal colnngo.

Mr, Johannes Andersen statod that on an ovorseas tour of sevon major coun-—
trioes, he had used decimnl coinnge in evory comtry excont ono - Groat Britaln,
But for coln smugglers, tho Coinnge Committoe appointed by tho lnte Rt., Hon,
J.G.Coatos in 1933 might have rocommondod decimal colnago for New Zealand.

Two years! notlce of change-over was nocessary, and tho smugglors hed doploted
otdin stocks to such an extont thnt fractional Now Zonland coins had to bo im-
ported immedlntoly to carry on theo business of the cowntry.

Mr, Mllan Sutherlend snid that ho had contributod an article in tho August
issue of n now magazino "IUTURE' summorising his viows on the quostion., Brit-
ish wolght, moasuroc and valus standards werc an incubus rrom antlquity. The
troy pennywolght, for instanco — tho wolght of en English silver ponny — was
fixed by Bdward I to oqual "32 gralne of vheat, woll driod, and gathorod out of
tho middlo of the ear." Subsequently, 24 grains woro fixed for tho pomnywolght,
with 20 ponnywelghts for onc ounce, and 12 ouncos £o ono pownd troy, in contra-
distinction to tho poundavoirdupois of 16 cuncos to tho pownd, Tho pound in
voluo -~ which differed in overy part of tho Commonwoalth - camo from Iibre, a
Intin balance, powmd, which was then a it of welght equal to 12 ouncos avoiw-
dupols. Such was tho origln of Britiehso-called standards., Australia ond
South Africa woro stirring on tho quostion of modornising such standards, and
Mnlish decimnlists would wolcomo e lond from tho Dominion.

HON, LIFE MEMBERS: Mr, W,D.Torguson gavo notlce that ho would movo at tho
noxt mooting, "That tho following eddition bo mado to tho Rulos of the Socloty:

"Yoteran mombors vho havo glvon outstanding eorvico to tho Socloty may be
olgotod Honorary ldfo Mambers at a Genoral Mooting of tho Soclety."
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JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP ¢ EDUCATIONAL VAIUE OF NUMISMATICS, Mr, Allan Sutherland goave
notice that he would move at the next meeting - That the following new rule be
edded to the Rules of the Soclety:-

Junior Members may be admitted at half the amnual subseription for
ordinary members, provided that applicants are not over 18 years of ege."

Mr. R.Walpole mald there wers three possible types of Junlor membership:

(1) Junior at half subseription, (2) Corporaie membership of a High School or
College where one full subscription would be paid and one report supplied for
elrculation among such College or School Coin Club, and (3) Couposite membership.
Under the Oarnegle Grant, coins or medals, or photogrephs of same, could be sent
fo colleges or hlgh echools throughout New Zealend, This would be a valuable
adjuet to masters in vitalising tho teaching of history, and it wovld stimulate
interest in coin and medal collecting.

Mr, W.J.Dale sald there were Eduscation Officers attached to the larger museums
and they could be approached with a view to using musoum coins and medals as a
means of teaching hletory in en interesting and objective memner.

Mr, G.C,Sherwotd said that such mseum officers could become members of the
Soclety and uso tho Soclety!s reports to desoribe specimone and the history of
the times.

Mre. 0.J.Lynch considered that inetead of colns boing locked away in musoums
thop should be shown in periods, covntries and in other ways to colleges end
high schools, particvlarly in inland towns.

Mr, A. Suthorlond seid he would discuss tho matter with Dr, Ollver. The ex-
smple of Mr, Willi Fols, Dunedin, in endeavourling to induce a Profossor of Hie-
tory to bocomo Kon. Numismetist of tho Otrgo Musoum, could be followed in othor
perts of Now Zoanland., Hlstory profossors or masters in high pchools would then
havo ensy accoss to spocimens to vitalise history in o way that was not otherwlse
possliblo, Vicoe-presldonta and mombors outsido Wollington oould assist by con-
tacting musoum dilrootore and history profossors or mastors. In thls way ruseuvm
authorites end the Soclety would materially help oducation, end the interest
thus aroused would increamse the number of junlor mombers so necessary for a
vigorous educational and cultural soclety.

\

HON. CURATOR, Mr. A.Suthorland gave notice that he would move et next meet-

ing that the following new rule be adopted:

(a) That an Hon., Curator be eppointed.

('b) If adopted, That Mr. W.D.Ferguson be appointed to the position for
the current year.

REGISTER OF SOCIETY!S PROPERTY. An up-to-date roglster of the property of
the Soclety, compiled by !fr. W.D.Terguson end tho Hon. Secrotery, was tabled,
end thanks were expressed to tho compilers,

HON. EXCHANGE SUPERINTFNDRNT, Mr, A.Sutherland gave notice that ho would
move at next meeting:

That an Hon. Exchango Suporintendent be appointed.

Idste of "wantods" wero tablod. It was contonded that the scheme should be
$ried in the intorosts of remote membors. Moantime 1t was declded to communi-
ocate with Mr, Meok on the matter.

ALEXANDER TURNBULI#S NUMISMATIC WORKS, FExhibited in the mecoting room was an
old account from Bernard Quaritch, dated Docomber 31, 1895, to Alexrndor Turn-
bull for extonsive purchasos of numismatic works, lncluding Snollingts Coins, at
£3,9,94, mnd volumos of tho MNumilematic Socloty's procoodings for £52,2.04.

SIR GEORGE GREY., WMr, Allan Suthorlend staotod that an Amorican friond in
Tnzon, commonting on tho paper on Sir Goeorge Groy, oxpressod surprisc that no
medal had been issuod in Groy'!'s honour. This writor addod, "Your Socloty 1s
roputed to bo tho most progrossive numismatic orgmnization in tho wholo Pacifle
moa," o ploasing tributo, coming as it did from an indopondont obporver.
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IXHIBITS, An attractive series of 0OINS OF THE UNITED NATIONS was exhiblted
by Mr. W.D,Ferguson, HENIMY INVASION AND ALLIED OCCUPATION peper and card money
of necessity were exhibited by Mr. Allan Sutherlemd. Unpublished specimens in-
oluded a series of currency canteen carde issued by the New Zealand Signals Tiv-
ision in New California — in varlous cent denominations - and a H-cemt currency
card inscribed HELAVO (TULAGI) SHAPLANE BASE 5 ¢, OFFICERS CLUB, used by U, S.A.
and Nevw Zealand officers thers, A Mt,Iyell copper Jubilee medal was exhibited
by Mrs, C.J.lynch, A series of gold coins, including the Kruger double shafter
soverelgn, were shown by Mr. H,R.Ford.

At this stege en adjournment wvag taken during which members were the guests
of the President and Mrs, Johennes Andersen at supper,

OFFICRERS 1945-46

Patron;:
HIS HAXOELLENCY, MARSHAL OF THH ROYAL AIR FOROB,
SIR OYRIL NEWALL, 6.0.B,, O.M., 0.B.H,

Hon., IAfe Patrong
VISCOUNT BLEDISLO®, P.0., G.C.M.G., K.B.B., D.8c.

Preopldent
m- JOEAMES 0. mmsm) M'B-E.’ F.Rnsnl N.z.

Vico-Prosidents
MBSSRS, J,0.ENTRICAN, Auwcklend, E,EK,CAMERON, Hawera,
ARCHDHACON @,H,GAVIN, ¥.R.N,5., Now Plymouth,
8. R, McCALLUM, Wengmnui, N. SOLOMAN, Napier,
RTV., D,C.BATES, PROFHSSOR J,RANKINE BREGWN,M,A., LL.D.
SIR JAMES ELLIOTP?, M.D,, F.R.A.C.S8,, J.V,BEENAN, C.B.B,, LL.B.,
B, GIILBERTSON, Wellington, ¥W.J.DALE, Christchurch, P.WATTS RUIE, F.N.Z2.I.A. TMmaru,
WILLI FELS, 0.M.,G., H.G, WILLIAMS, Dunedin, and J,ROBHRTE(H, Invercergill

Council
MBSSRS, W.D,FERGUSON, H.R,FORD, A,QUINNELL, J.BERRY, end R, WALPOLH

Hon. Becretaery:
MR, ALLAN SUTHERLAND, F.R.N.S.

Hon. Assietant Secretary:
MR, M. HORNBLOW

Hon, Treasurer
MR, G,0.SHERWOOD
Hon. Auddtor;
MR, W. CHEPWIND
Hon, Curators
‘MR, ¥,D,FERGUSON (subject to confirmation)

On the motion of Mr. W.D,Ferguson, & vote of thanks was accorded to retiring
officers.

Tributes were pnid to the services of Mr, Johannes Andersen, who, as Presi-
dent, had guldeod the activitles of tho Socloty durlng slx diffioult war yemrs,
and who had mlssed only ono meoting during that timo. Idke his prodecossors, he
had brought distinction nnd loaming to the Soclety, and mombers were proud of
his assoclation with tho Soelety.

Mr, Johannes Andersen, in thanking mombers for hie election as Prosident,
gtated that ho would continue for one more year only. The formor practleo was to
elect a Presldent for two years only, and he would expect a succossor to bo ap-
polntod at next Annual Meeting. Ho hed onjoyod he assoclation with mombors of
tho Bocloty and elwaye Jookod forward to ite moetings.

Aftor an oxhiditlon of specimons, tho mooting concluded.

ALLAN SUTHBRLAND, Hon. Soorotary.
15 Farm Road,
Northland,
WELLINGTON, N,Z.
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TH NI ZZ..L..JD WU: ISIL.TIC SOCILTY

REPORT OF 93RD MEETING, 2L-9-19L5

The 93rd mceting ef the Society was hcld ot Turnbull
Librery,.cllin~ten, on 24th Sept. iir. Johanncs C. .ndersen,
1.B.Z,, presided over o good cttendenze of members. licssrs
-+« B. Horwood, cnd J, ii, dc Rouffigneec werc wclcomed back, after
o prolonged cbsenec with the ..ir rforcc, '

The minutcs of tho provious meeting vere coafirmed.
CORRESPOLDANCL, Ixchunge of srectings betwecn the irosideat
of tho llumiamctiec Socicty of South ..ustralicend the rresidocat
of the Ilew Zuclend Iumismetic Socicty; letter from Sir John
Henhem; letters re deeimcl coinapc; scoversl letters from
overscas orgonisctions expressing cpprociction of the Scei.ty's
Reports, ¢nd esking the Socicty to continuc sending reports to
them; lotter from Lr. Clyde V. ault, P.0.Box 316 Orrville,
Ohio, offuring to exchtnge mint specimens of U.S.... coins for
mint coins of IMow <celund. icmbers intercsted - should write
direct to lir,sult.

Ni.; MailBurRS. liss Jocn Pelmer, 21 Raffles St., lopier,
end Ir, S.Z.Jackson, 13 Britonais St., .ctonc. The resigncticn
of Ir.3.J.8heriff wecs accepted with rogrot,

PRCLOSED PL..CL IED.L, Dcoedided thet o Council meeting be
held to consider this metter,

HOiiw LIFE il 83283. The proposed new rulc notificd in pro-
vious ruport, wos cuproved.

JU..IOR LI 5LRSHIP. Loticc of motien whis maftur wus
bricfly discusscd cnd held cver for ¢ subscqueat meouting.

PROFOSED HON Li.CH.1iG. SUFLSRIIMTIIDLLIT. Letters from
Lr, Iicek and iirs, Lynch, «nd Iir..crren reed cad discussed.
Ducided thot no ecetion be takea pending further informectien
being obtcincd for ¢ subscqueat meoting.

HOIi, CUR..TOR. lir. .D.F¥crgusoin adviscd th
not acccpt the position, he was preucred to @
the ..nson Collcction.

hilc he could
£

t w
sist in clecssifying

-
&
S

PUBLIC..TIONS tablecd tnd pleced in Librcory: 7lst Report
of thc Numismi:tie Socicty of Ifcw Souph .ules,icport of Roycl
Ciénadien Iint,1944, Sceby's Coin zand iiedsl List, ilo..337,
to .ugust,19L5; report of Iowa lumismatie . ssociction;
Spink's Circular, ijo. 7; I'rcnk Ceuscy .ilson's Bulletin iio.7;
"Numismotist' ..ugust,1945, ‘

TH. OXFORD CRO.:IE .1D ITS TIIZS wes the subjeet of «
pup.r reed by lir,Johanacs C, ..adersca, 1L, B.a. President,
He scid, - Very differcnt opiniens crc cupresscd cbout our
IIing Charlcs the FPirst; scnie think of him cs the marggr King,
othcrs think thot he richly descrved what he got, The
world no longcr beclicves in the divine right of kingg, phough
there is onc lingoring cxcoptiomn, Therc socms §o ol¢ ag
doubt thot Cherles I hod ¢ genuine love for the fine artg. It
has been scid thet his mind ves moulded by the Gracggi ;a% .
the t Bucklnghcm was the favourite becausc he, too, WS over
of thc fine crts. He czecllcd in staglng'mcsqugs, b?1¥9tsi, .
thectricals, (nd musiecl cutcrbtoinments, VIbh.Whlqh he }adgp%o .
his fencics whilec ot the scme time he dollghtoq his roycl patron.
Buckinghem very wcll knew tho sty;o of.ontortalnmo?e tan&%dﬁis
cnd sceurcd his cffccts by cmpleying the best toﬁcbliﬂho
idces; the chorms of' the vorsc of_Jgnson, f?modjic?.géothijo
mesques, ond for such lyrico 4o ”Lrlnk tpﬁmuhonfﬁttét pndk
Zycs''; the scenig mechincry of Inigo Jonens, Urij%'bﬂirui T icos
slso o contriver of mosgues, cnd th. var?oty of ”cnv vl
cf Gerbicr The third neme is not so well knovin. ©
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wes the orchitcet embyloycd by the Dukce of Buckinghem, and

Wwag o close frilend of Rubecns, the ortist, He was in .Jintwerp
when Rubens died, in 1640, and he sent to London an inventory

of Rubcns' picturos &nd cffcets, in casc the Kiag should

wish to cbtcin some of them. HBarlicr, in 1629, Rubens vicited
London, and vhen thore he wes Iinighted by Chirles for scrvices

in Spain on behalf of the King. There crc 30 of Rubens'! picturcs
in the Nationel Gellery.

Onc of the ontortcinments put on by Bucl.inghom is cstimated
to have cost him from £5,000 to £6,000, but if this cxtrevagince
is censurcd, it must bc remembered that catertainments of the
kind were thea eomton, It is rccorded by tho literory Duchess
of Ilcweostle that ¢n cnterteinment of this sort, which cost
her husboand £4,000 to £5,000 wos pubt cn for the grotificction
of Charles the First,

Comus wis a masque of the kind referrcd to. This misque
vwas written by Milton, for prescntation ot Ludlow Custle, in
1634, beforo John, Eoerl of Bridgewatcr., The music wos weltteon
by H. Lecuecs, vho wes so besicged with roguests for copics of
the lyriccd text thot he scid his hand cched from the making
of the copics -~ there cre 1,023 lincs in it - so that in self-
defonce he hed tho words printed, This wes in 1637, throce
yoors ofter the production of the mesque, Laves writes ¢
short proeface, but ho does not sgy that Idlton wis tho com-
posor of the words, and it wus not till the publicction of
o collccted cdition of the pewms of lilton in 16L5, that Comus
gppearcd os the work - or rather the plecsuro - of liilton. This
cast a backward lignt of fume on the smill poper-coyvercd volume
of 1637, which is thc first cdition of Comus. Few copilcs worc
printed end fewer survived, 6o thot the little volume is ¢
rarity, werth beforc the war £5,000 :nd upword, os much as the
production of musquoe for Buckingham, Comus 1s ¢ mosque in
proisc of virtuc; cnd it concludces,-

l.ortals, thct would follow me,

Love virtue; she clone is frco:

She can tecech you how to climb

Hisgher thea the sphery chime;

Or, if virtue fiucble vero,

Hocven itsclf vould ctoop to hor, %

Dryden hcd this in mind, possibly, when he wrote his Ode
oa St, Cecilic's Day, shu being the potroncss of musie, cnd
supyposed to be the inventor of the orgcua. His ode concludcs, -

Lot old Timothous yicld the prizc
Or both dividc thc crown:

&he reis’d o mortcl to the skics,
She drcw on cngol dovin,

This is good: so goed that Fopc, ¢ grect sdmircr of Drydon,
must attempt to better it in his Ode on St, Coeiliz's Dey,
vhich he eoncludces:

Of Orpheus ao. ao morc lct pocts toll,

To bright Cccilia groctor pow'r is giv'n:
Ilis numbers rois'd ¢ shede from hell,
Hers 1ift the soul to heiv'n.

In the reign of Chirles I begon ¢ remarkablc improvement
in the art of dic-engroving, of vhich the eclcebrated Ozford
crown is ¢ good cromplc, On the obversc 1s depicted tho
{ing on horsecback, with ¢ vic.. of tho city of Ozuford in the
distenee. There is good rcoson to belicve thet Chirles had
somc influence in bringing cbout the change for the butter, nd
in helping in the cstoblishment of the engrover llicholos Briot
in thc Tower ¢t the mint thorce. Hc certuinly took an intcrost
in thc coilncge, «nd '.c5 ¢ numiom: tist, His «vprovcl of ncw
designs was nceessery (scc note to this cfifcet in Ir. ..D,
Ferguson's paper, Vol III, p. 71, lincs 6 cad 5 from Toot)
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In her "rortreiture of our Stewort ionerens'", Helen
Farquher writes: ".,.in the 16th century, portraiture on our
currency ves 1in its infency, wherecs under Cherles I it almost
etteined its zenith He head such excellent judgment in
drawing ond peinting, thct, to quote one of his most severe
critics, he might hrve got a livelihood by them.,."p. 170 (See
excellent puper by ir. .,D.Ferzuson, on Inglish Silver Crovns
Vol II, p. 147).

On the coins of the Commonwealth the inscriptions are in
winglish, instead of in Letin; ond Cromwell's portraits, by the
famous engrever, Thomes Simon, renkt high in excellence. To
the series of Cherles II belongs the benutiful letition aown
elso designed cad eagraved by Simon, This coin talics its
ncme from Simon's petition to be rcinstcted es engrever to the
mint. The petition is inscribed on the edge: 'Thomas Simon
most humbly przys your majesty to compere this, his tryal
plece, with the Duteh, ond if more truly drewn and embossed
more groacefully ordered, cad morc accurctely engreven, to
relieve him,' This coin was en improvement on the ordincry
Chertes II crown by Jen Roettler, with the head aftcr e drevw-
ing by Semuel Cooper to melie the Petition Crown, though the
eoin thus teken as o model had itself great merit, In the
reign of Charles II the first guineas were struek, from gold
brought from the Guinca coast.

Charlcs the I'irst wes & good eritie of art too, cond hed
collected from all perts of Zuropg:it may be thet because he
hcd eollected -~ - he beecme © good eritiec, ©Phillip thc Fourth
of 8Spein was n rival collcctor, :ind becouse of the emulction
between $hese tvio, ert-prices in Zurope had doubleds

‘hen finally thc unfortunste ling went, his treesurcs
went too: those vho immedictcly succc.ded him had ne potience
wvith such veanities, no soul for their apprcciation. In ilarch
1648 the Parlicment ordercd comnilssioncrs to be auppointed to
inventory the goods ond pcrsonal estate of the late Iling, ‘uccen
end Prince, and epproise them for disposel to the publis, The
inventory forms a volume, folio size, of necr o thousand pages,
bound in crimson veclvet, and riehly gilt, the writiag being in
& 'fair lerge hend', but showing thot the writer hed little
znowledge of the obJccts whieh hc deseribes. It is entitled
"..n Inventory of the Coods, Jeciicle, llatc &c.,belonging to
.King Charles the First, sold by order of the Council of Stete,
from the yoor 1649 to 1652," 8o that from the bechecding of
the Xing, & yccr wes ollowcd for tho drawing up of the in-
ventory, and thc sale proccedcd during thrce yeccrs, ¢n indico-
tion of the guantity of gocds oscumulcted.

.. few of thc items disposcd of mey be menticned. Disrecli
the elder, from whose "Curiesitics . of Litcreature" mueh of
this detcil is teken, writes, - "The King's curiositics 1n tho
Tower Jewcl-house gecnerolly fetchced ebove the priecs fixed; the
toys of crt could plccse the unletterced minds thaot had no
eonecption of its works."
The Tomple of Jerusalem, mede of cbony and omber, fetched
£25, » fountiin of silver, for perfuned waters, crtific-
ially madc to play of itself, fetcehed £30,
.. chese-bocrd, said to be “duecn Slizebeth's, inlcid with
geld, silver ond pearls, £23.
.. Saxon king's mace, used in war, with & bsll full of
spiltes, aund thc hondle covered ith gold plates, cnd
enemelled, £37 8 O.
.. gorget of massy gold, chased with the mecnner of a battle,
weighing 31 ounces, wos sent to the mint. (..nd so with
other crtiesles of pgold ¢ad silver; if the price fixcd vas ',
not r.alised, thc crticle wis sent to the mint: beautiful
works of art werc valucd by the ouncc, silver selling ¢t
s 11d, per ounec, ¢ad gold ot £3 10 O.)
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The pictures, taken from Whitehall, Windsor, etc., exhibited, in
number an unparalleled collection. By what standard they were valued
1t would be difficult to cenjecture; from £50 to £100 seems to have
been the 1limit of the appralser's taste and imagination. Twse, how-
ever, did reallize something like the value of a plcture - a Sleeping
Venus, by Corregglo, £1,000, and a ladonna by Raphael, £2,000. Others,
too, brought a certain value which would perhaps be regardec as ridlc-
ulous now — the great Plece of the Nativity by Julle Romano, £5C0;
the Little Madonna and Christ, by Raphael, £600. The great Venus and
Parde, by Titian, £600., Rubens! Woman Taken in Adultery, descirribed
as & large plcture, sold for £20, and his Peace anc Plenty, with
figures of life size, £1C0; Venus Dressed by the Graces, oy Guido,
£200. Titian's plectures seemed generelly valued at £100.

The following full-lengths of celebrated personages were rected at
the wihilmslcal prices stated:

Queen Elizabeth in her Parliament robes, £1.
The Queen-mother in mourning-hablt, £3.
The King, when a youth 1in coate, £2.

I'ng Charles on herseback, by Sir Anthony Vandyle, wee 0l at
the appraised price, £2C0.

The highest prices were birought by the tapestry ~nd erres ang-
ings, which were chlefly purchased for the service &f the Frotecter,
the amount exceeding £30,000, inclucing the following emong othersi-

At Hempton Court, ten wleces of ¢rras hangings ef Abrahem,
eontalning 826 at £10 & yard, £8,260. -

Ten pleces of Julius Caesar, 717 ells at £7, £5,109. (This
weuld appear te be eoples of Andres lantegna's "Triumphs of
Julius Caesar," the ecartocns of which are still at Eempton
Ceurt) .

One ricl: cloth of estate of purple velvet, embroldered with
gold, having the arms of Znglendé with a2 Garter, with all the
furniture sultable thereunto. The state conteinin. these
stones following: two cumeos o cgates, fwelve chrysoelites,
twelve bellases or garnete, one sapohire seated in chases of
g0ld, one lon. pearl pendant, cné meny large and smcll pearls,

velued at £500 gnd sald for £602.10s. to lir. Oliver, 4 Febru-
ary, 1649.

Disreeli asks, "Was plain ::». Oliver, in 1649, ho we see vas one
of the earlier purchasers, shortly -fter the 'Lord Protector!'?!

The folloving item mey be of nmere interest to numistetists:-

"The coins or medeles were Throwmn romiscunusly into
drawers: ene drawer heving twenty-rTour medals, was
valued ot £2.10s.: enother of twenty, et £1.: rnothe>r of
twenty-four, =t £1; ond one drawer, contalnln forty-eix
silver colnes with the box, was sold for £5."

On the ~hole the medsls seems not to have been velued »t more
than e shilling aplece.  The aporalser was certeinly no antinuary.
No, and he was no numlstatist, or we should st eny rcte heve known
what they were, and csheuld have been in a wmosition to judge of the
prlces wvhich seem so0 ridiculous.

Disraell has ether chapters about Iing Charlees I end *they cer-
talnly sive another side to the character of tiils unheppy king -
unhenpy in his fate, that 1s, 1f heopy in hls accomplishments.

Perhops a few words by Disracli, father of our femoue and extra-
ordinary politician, "Dizzy," would not be out s&f place here. He
writes:—
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"The king ls accused of the most spiritless uxoriousness,
and the chaste fondnesgs of a husband 1s placed among his
political errors. Even Hume concelves that his Jueen
'precipltated him into hasty and lmprudent counsels,'! and
Bishop Kennet has alluded to 'the influence of a stately
queen over an affectionate husband.,' The uxoriousness of
Charles 1s re-echoed by all the writers of o certain party.
Thlie 18 en odium which the king's enemles first threw out
to megke his contemptible; while his spoloplsts imagined
that in perpetuating this accusation they had discovered
in a weakness which had at least something amisble, some
palllation for lils own pelitical misconduct. The factlous,
teo, by this aspersion, prowoted the slarm they soread in
the natlon, of the king's inclination to popery; yet, on
the contrary, Charles was then making a determined stend,
and at length triumphed over = . . . factlon +hlcl. wase
rullng hie gueen, and this at the risk and umencce of ¢ war
with Frence. Yet this firmness has been denled him, even
by his epoleglst Hume . . . (who) imagined that every act
of Charles originated in the Duke of Buclingham . , . ."
In this instance, on the contrary, he was -oins directly
against the advice and the wishes of Buckin hem.

Charles I was & king by nature, perhaps because he believed he
was one by divine right, and he loved virtue, as recommenced by
Milten in "COomus," perhaps for the same kingly reason — ho- different
from his unkingly and voluptuous successor, who came a peor second.

Andrew Marvall has these two quiet stonzas on the celmness and
dignity of Charles during the last searching moments at the bleck:

He nothing common did or mean
Upen that .iemerable scene,
But wlth his keener eye
The axe's edge did try:

Nor call'd the Gods, with vulgsr spite
To vindlcate his helpless right;

But bow'd his comely head

Dovm, as upon a bed.

Professor Rankine Brown, in seconding lir. Hornblew's motion of
thanks, sald that while the psper 4168 not deal entirely with nauils-
matics, it covered o good deal of history. Numismatice and Liictory
must alwaye be closely related and, in Tact, were inseparable, so
that the paper was pleasing from that aspect. He aporoved of the
commendations of Charles I, especlally when one contrasted him with
the Second of the same name.

ALLAN SUTHZRLAND,
Hon. Secretery.

NEXT MEETING will be held on the LAST MONDAY in NOVEMBER (26th)
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THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REPORT OF 94th MEETING -- 26.11.45

The 94th meeting of the Society was held at the Turnbull Library on 26th

Novembe%, 1945. Mr, Johannes C. Andersen presided over a good attendance of mem-~
bers. '

OBITUARIES! Tributes were pald to the memory of Mrs. H. Kirksldie, and Mr.
H. G. Mayer, both of Wellington, who had paseed away since the previous meeting,

Motions of condolence with relatives were passed, members atanding as a mark of
regpect.

NEW MEMBERS were elected as follows! Mr. Hugh E. Remsay, 29 Aldred Road,
Remuera, Auckland, S.3.2{ Mr. Ho G. Collins, 48 Kawatiri Avenue, Wongamuij Mr,
A. L. Moller, 11 Northland Road, Wellington} Mr. J, A. B. Wilson, Box 10, Kauwhata,

end reinstated from overseas Major Donald Sinclalr, 56 Ira Street, Mirsmar, Well-
ington.

UNFINANCIAL MEMBERS: It was reported that 24 nemes were struck off the roll
ag unfinancial members for more then two years,

APOLOGIES were received from Mr. We Chetwynd and Mr. H. R. Ford, both of whom
were in hospital, A motlon was pagsed wishing them both a speedy recovery.

PRI SONER-OF-WAR KETALLIC MONEY: The Secretary reported that following a press
reference to a gpecisl currency used in the Japanese prlsoner-of-war camp at
Featherston, he had asked the linister of Defence for details and specimens. The
Hon, Mr. Jones had advised him that the metal currency in use by the prisoners was
in denominations of 1d, 3d, 64, 2s., and 58., and that the coins had been speclally
minted in Australia, Specimens could not then be made available, but the Minister
was prepared to entertaln a request whon the camp was closed. The request had
gince been repeated.

PROPOSED N.Z. VICTORY lalDAL? The suggestion wns revived that the Soclety
should be 1dentified with the issue of a2 Peace Mednl simllar in qunlity to the
Fledisloe-Waltangi and Centenninl medals. Members stnted that they hoped the Gov-
ernment would not repeat the errors of early Goveruments and issue alumlnium medels
of inferior workmanship, costing eightpence a dozen. Such medals lesued to school
children had not been treasured. The New South Wales Numismatic Society report
indicated that the production of an Australlan Peace Medal was in hand by Messrs,
Amor Pty., the leading Australien medallists. The Secretary was asked to endesavour
to ascertaln the intentions of the Government regarding the proposed New Zealand
Peace Medal, and whether the Soclety could assist.

C N.Z. CROWN PIECE, 1935! Several requests for specimens were received and
tabled. (Catelogus of Dr, Brushfield's eale, 30th July, 1945, showed that a
epecimen was sold for £5 stz, equal to £6,5,04 N.%.). Only 660 separate crown
pieces and 345 in specimen sets were lssued, a total of 1128 pileces (Royal Mint
Report, 1935~36, p. 42).

SCLIDUS: Mr, J. Berry exhlibited a Ripley asgsertion that "A solidus was an
ancient Roman coin which represented a month's pay for the ordinary Roman soldler,
hence the word 'soldier'" (and hence the "a" in £,8.d., the symbols denoting the
antiquated English system of currency).

VISCOUNT RLEDISLOE AND SIR JOHN HANHAM! The Hon. Secretary stated that he
had received a letter from Viscount Bledlsloe expressing appreciation of the gift
of the "Numismatlic History of New Zealand," which, he stated, would continue to
remind him of the happlest quinquennium of his existence, and the country for which
he and his wife had the deepest and undying affection. A similar sppreclative
letter was recelved from Sir John Hanham, Bt., Hon. Corresponding Member, Dorset.
The Secretary reported further gifts of recent illustrated and priced cataloguss
from him for the 1ibrary, end the Treagsurer reported that Sir John had forwarded
a composite 1ife subscription. The President and others exprossed warm apprecia-
tion of the lively interest in the Soclety retained by Viscount Bledisloe and Sir
John Hanham,
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DECIMAL COINAGE: Replies received (1) from Associated Chambers of Commerce
of N.%. stating that the Now Zealand executive agaln expressed agreement on the
principle of decimal coinage, and offered to assist in an educationsl campaign by
meking space avallaile in the "N.2.Commerce! if the Soclety would supply suitable
materialy (2) from Mry R. Noel Johnson (Hon. N.Z. representative of Decimal Asso-
claticn of Englend, 22 Walmsley Road, St. Heliers), offering wholehearted co-opera-
tiony (3) from the N.%.Soclety of Accountants, affirming the principle of decimal
colnage but suggesting that '"no action san be undertaken in the Dominion until
decimal coinege is adépted in Great Britain,"

Mr., J. Berry sald that to follow tho logic of the N.Z.Soclety of Accountants,
New Zealend should, for lnstance, use gas for lighting, end similar antiquated
methods, simply because the mother country could not or would not adopt modern
methods. Mr, Sutherland stated that Canada had not walted for Great Britain, nor
had nineteen other parts or protectorates of the British Empire which had enjoyed
the benefits of declmal coinage for years. It was decided to advise the Account-
ants Soclety accordingly, and to co-operate with other organisations.

PRINCIPAL RIBBONS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE, illustrated in a coloured leaflet and
issued by the British General Hlectric Co,, Pty., of Australla, was submitted by
Mrs L. Zs Watson, of lMoonah, Tasmenia, and the meeting decided to thank him for
supplylng the leaflets which were both interesting and beautiful,

THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES, Reports compiled by Mr. Owen
Fleming, were taled, showing that the Soclety was making marked progress.

U.S5.A. COINS! Corporal Irwing Treuman, 42058653, of 40 Lincoln Road, Brook-
1yn (25) N.Y., wants to exchange coins of America for coins of New Zealand and
Augtralia, or stamps,

HON. EXCHANGE OFFICERS! A recommendation from a Council meeting held earller
in the evening, to appoint Hon., Exchange Officers, was approved. Mrs, C.J.Lynch
and Mr. W.F.Meek were appolnted for specific fields and were thanked for their
offers to operate the scheme. Mr., W.F.Meek and Mrss C.JsLynch considered that no
charge should be made, but the meeting decided that there should be an annual fes
of 28, payalle to the appropriate Hon, Exchange Officer on registration, and that
gtamped addressed envelopes be enclosed In correspondence. Members stated that as
the Soclety was primarily a cultural and educational body, it should not be involv-
ed in commercial transactions btut that 1t should assist members to secure specimeng
to vitalize thelr gtudies and increase their interest. Members desirous of receiv-
ing 1lists and offering specimens should communicate with the Hon. Exchange Officer
concerned, enclosing 2s. postal note or stamps. The following rules have been
approved and become operative forthwith!

EXCHANGE RULES

1. The Exchange 1s for the benefit and assistance of all members,
2, To commence the scheme, Honorary Exchange Officers will desal with lists of
: coins for sale only.
3¢ Neither the Soclety nor its Honorary Exchenge officers will accept actual
gpecimens for sale, but this does not debar any member from agreeing to
receive or deal with specimens in a purely private capacity.
4. ZEvery member 1s invited to send to the officers lists of coins for sale, the
‘ 1ist to glve as full a description of the coln as posaidle, statling con-
dition and price requirsed., 4n example of the partlculars required would be
as follows!
George II Silver half~crown, Young Head 1732. Rev. Roses and
Plumes, Sexto on edge. Very fine, 158,
New Zealand Copper Token, penny, A.S.Wileon, Dunedin, 1875 -
Rare, fair condltion, 20s. or near offer.
Oatalogue mumbers should be glven wherever possible.

5. Particulars submitted to the officers will be incorporated in one 1ist and
circulated to all members desirous of participating in the scheme. Members
will communicate directly with the seller and meke their own arrangements
for purchase.

6. Lists will be supplied to reglstered members of the Society only, and members
desiring to recelve quarterly lists must reglster with the Exchange offi-
cers,
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7+ The 1ist of coins for sale to be sent out by the officer every three months,
commencing on ldarch 1st, 1946.

8. The first 1ist will contain all particulars of colns for sale submitted to
the officers, The officers reserve the right to 1imit the space allowed to
any member on subsequent lists.

9+ No list will be repeated after once being published., The omus is on each
member to amend hils list of spares and submit to the officers for inclusion
In the next quarterly lists.

10. A iharge of 2s. per annum will be made to members who register for this serv-
ce,
11, Mr. W.F.Meek, Box 239, Dunedin, will take charge of the following:
Coins and tokens of Great Britain, including early English, Scottish
and Irish.
British Colonial coins, including tokens of Canada, Australias and New
Zesal and,
Mra., C.J.Lynch, 181 Manchester Street, Feilding, will take charge of all
fields not enumerated above.
12, The success of the scheme depends entirely on the co-operation of members.
As members benefit by securing specimens for thelr collection, so give to
others similar benefits by sending in regular lists to the officers,

COMMEMORATIVE AND OTHER MEDALS: A collection of exquisitely moulded Art
Union of London medals was exhibited by Mr. P. Watts Rule, FeNeZsleAs, Timaru. 3By
was af lntroduction to this exhibit, Mr. Allan Sutherland referred to the signifi-
cance of the commemorative medsl, as am slmost permanent key to histroy, and a
miniature mirror of contemporary art. Records of great events, outstanding leaders,
and stages of progress were usually reflected in the designs« The lngenuity of
medallic artists through the centurles had invariably been taxed by the vanity of
the subjects or sponsors on the one hand, and the production 1imits on the other,

The collection of medals was a fascinating hobtby for the lover of hilstory or
art. The collectlion of war medals - which were steeped in history - was another
wlde field, but was not dealt with. Admittedly medals did not go as deeply into
the roots of history as did colns -~ which in the classical Greck and Roman times
were really medallic archives ~ but commemorative medels co:ld be lssued spontane-
ously by learned societles or public bodles, and therefore reflected public opinilon
in a much wider fleld than was possidle by purely Government lesues. 4 commend-
able development within recent times was the 1ssue of commemorative colns in U.S.4.,
which stimulated public interest in milestones in American national history.

The 1lkenesses of most great men were perpetuated on coins and medals, The
portralts were usually associated with the related historic events so that - the col-
lector could, in turning over his medals, appreclate that assoclatlon at a ;lance
and quickly span the historical highlights of the past. By handling a coin or
medel that had survived for centuries one could feel more intimately associated
with the peoples and events of those times than was possite merely from reading
the cold pages of & history book.

It had been sald that the history of any country was the hlstory of 1ts great
men. Thus the enthuslasm by one man for a reasonable change or reform generally
resulted in the attainment of the objective - such as Wilberforce and anti-slavery
in Ingland, and Sidey eand daylight-saving in New Zealand. 3Both had been commemor-
ated on portrait medals, and long after present-day written records of their
achlevements had crumbled to dust, such medals would remain to bear mute testimony
of their work,

Unlike coins, medals were not intended to circulate or to be stacked, and
therefore they were usually much larger and the designs were invariably in much
higher relief, That gave the artipgt a freer rein, and more strikingly beautiful
designs resulteds The commemorative medal, in many respects, exceeded the coin in
historical wvalue in that the medel recorded all kinds of events, including wars,
treatiea of peace, rebellions, constitutional end soclal changes, discoveries,
Royal births, marriages and coronations} portrailts of Queens, princes, princesses,
and pretendsrs appeared on medals but not usually on coins.

Often artists other than those employed for colnage were used to design med-
als, showing portraits of monarchs different from the effigles on colns, and that
gave additional interest to medals, Medals deplcted portralts of many great
statosmen, scientists, artists, bishops, authors, architects and peinters, and one
could not omit the admirals, genersls and navigators, such as the great qutain
Cook (see Vol. II, p. 73).
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The arts of peace, and what might be called public works, were amply represent-
ed on medals, including the opening of canals, railways, harbours and public build-
ings. In a Fellington collection could be seen medals commemorating the opening of
canels in France, the Royal Exchange and Crystal Palace in London, and the first
pler at Brighton, not to mention somewhat simllar issues in New Zealand.

Some times medals had been struck prematurely, such as the medal to celebrate
Nepoleon'!s "invasion of England from Boulogne in 1803," and Mussolini's medal in
readiness to celebrate the entry of his forces into Alexandria! elso there was a
{g;':c,rﬁ.it medal of EZdward VIII (now Duke of Windsor) with legend "Crowed, May 12th

Medallic art flourished in the smell Italian States of the 15th and 16th cen-
turies. The art of the medallist survived as one of the glorles of the renalissance.
The ruling families showed laudable rivalry to excel as patrons of the arts, and
portralts of those patrons by leading artists and struck in high relief, usually
with classical subjects on the reverse, survived in leading collections.

Contrary to popular belief, the gemsral issue of war medals to British troops
wont back only to the Battle of Waterloo, although in 1588 Queen DM izabeth marked
the defeat of the Armada by 1ssuing a medal (to chief naval officers only) deplct-
ing herself in gorgeous finery, Charles I, encouraged medallic art, and Nicholas
Briot designed some outstanding medals about that period, including one issued in
1633 showing London before the Fire, with the old London Bridge with houses thereon,
and old Gothic St. Paull's. Later artists, such as Simon, the Roettlers, the Wyons,
and others, carried on the fine traditions down to compararively recent times.

The mechanical die-cutting machine had simplified end made more exact the production
and copying of dles, but it had almost sounded the death-kmell of the hand engraver,
and the individuelity associated therewith. Nevertheless, that modern process had
resulted in medals in high relief with arrestingly beautiful designs., The New
%elsnd Numismatic Soclety had every reason to be proud of the artists and crafts-
men responsite for its Waitangi-Hledlsloe and Centennial medals, produced in New
Zeeland from hand-cut dles.

New Zealand!s medallic portralt gallery of distinguished New Zealanders 1s
very incomplete, Tasman hed not been commemorated in Holland, nor in New Zealand.
No New Zealand COook medals existed, but some had been 1ssued in England. The
principal characters assoclated with British assumption of soverelgnty in 1940 hed
not been commemorated, and neither had Grey or Rutherford.

The lecturer said that he would like to see revived the proposal that the
Soclety issue portrait medals of historic New Zealand figures, each such medal to
alternate with that of a portrait medal of a past Presldent of the Society.

The Soclety had recommended the issue of a Victory Medal to commemorate the
noteble part played by New Zealand forces in World War II. 4n attractive medal had
been issued in Egypt to commemorate the entry of New Zealand forces into Rome in
1940. Other great achievements of New Zealand forces might well be similarly com-
memorated. 4 graceful gesture would be the issue in New Zealand of & commemorat-
ive medal to mark New Zealand!'s association with United States forces during the
dark days of the war, end particularly to express gratitude for the gallantry and
sacrifices of the Unlted States Marine Corps and others in the Coral Sea, Midwaey
and at Tarawa. Only sixz days previocusly, on the 20th November, the local press
putlished many "In memoriem notices by New Zealand wives and friends of many U.S.
MeCs men who fell on 20th November, 1943, at Tarawa, whence they had gone from
Wellington., In the "British Digest" for August, 1944, Leonard Brockington, a noted
British aviator, on returning to England, pullished the following catle "frum one
of Now Zealand's most gifted sons':-

"If our speech is changing under the impact of the Amerlican, and our
manners under the influence of the camp, we are nelther depressed nor
afraid, Nor are we & degree less members of the British Commonwealth.
We know that if America had not saved us at the Cord Sea, we might
today have been learning Jepanese., So we are grateful, I hope for ever,
to the mation whose long arm saved us., But we know who saved the world
in 1940, end London end Coventry still light our path."

Many press correspondents urged that a memorisl should be erected in New Zea-
land to commemorate the association with the U.S. Marine Corps. Apart from the
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larger conception, what more fitting memorial could be offered &s a personal sou-
venlr in New Zealand and in America than a commemorative medal on the 1ines of the
Dewey Medal or of the standard-raising medal for Iwo Jima, issued by the U.S.A.
Soclety of Medalllsts?

The Art Umon of London medals were then exhibited on behalf of Mr., Watts
Rule. These ranged from 1945 to 1884, and included portraits of Reynolds, Wren,
Hogerth, Inlgo Jones, William Wyon, Vanbrugh, Galnsborough, Sir Williasm Chembers,
and meny others, all femous palnters, architects, sculptrrs or engravers, and ell
by leading ertists and engravers.

A most hearty wote of thamks was accorded to Mr., Watts Rule for exhibiting this
outstanding medallic portrait gallery of distinguished men, also & vete of thanks
to Mr. Sutherland.

o could wish that our outsido members might have seen the e auty of the
medals, but at any rate they can read and enjoy the excellent paper inspired by
them, (J.C.4.)

NEW ZEALAND SPECIAL PURPOSE TOKENS
(Exhidited by Mr. P, Watts Rule and Mrs. Lynch)

Page 143, S197b., 0. (Port Chelmers), Shaw Savill & Albion check presumably
issued to wharf workers, S. S. & A. CO, above 1, Dia, 32 mm. Base metal.
R, ZHlank.

f197c (Wellington). O - Oval wharf scene, two railway trucks, ship loading.
WGTON BRANCH below, and around above N, 2. W. FED, 1922, and below UNION OF BROTH-
ERHOOD, Ovael 21 mm by 29 mm. Copper. R. blank,

PROVINCIAL JUBILEZE MIDALS

Page 230. §370a. O - Bust of Godley facing JOHN ROBERT GOILEY around, and
within quarter on which CANTERBURY JUBILEE 1900 around above and PROVINCE FOUNDED
1850 BY around below.

R, -~ Exhibition Buildings N.2. EXHIBITION above OANTERBURY JUBILEE 1900 in
exergue. Sllver 23 mm, Hole for link.

DOER WAR MEDALS

Page 233, $395, Obverse! delete AND and substitute &, also add M & Y below.
Rev., Delete 19 mm and substitute 24 mm'
S$395a Similar to 395 but in drass.

§396a Similar to 396 but TROOPS instead of ROUGH RIDERS, 24 mm,
white metal.

EXHIBITION MEDALS

Page 237, 9.428a, O - Exhibition Building 1882 below, and NEW 2EALAND INTER-
NATIONAL EXHIBIT around IS BARTLETT!S in centre. Brass. 25 mm. Holed for link,

S, 446a 0.~ Two cabbage trees, Kiwl and water.
R — WESTPORT INDUSTRIAL & WMINING EXHIBITION 1904, 15 mm,
silver, link. (Mrs, C.J,Lynch).
GENERAL

Page 253, S.559 O - Head to left separating 1879 and 1929, R. B. P. above,
No., 438 below SONS OF DAVID CHRISTCHURCE around.
R -~ Blank, copper, 32 mm., link,

N.%. COINS 1945% All denominations have now been 1ssued for this year.

ALLAN SUTHERLAND,
15 Farm Roed, Hon. Secrstary.
Northland, Wellington.

NEXT MEETING - MONDAY, 25th MARCH, 1946.
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REPORT OF THR 95th MERTING - 25th MARCH, 1946.

RID FEATHER TREASURD was the subject of an outstanding and original address
dellvered by the President, Mr. Johannes 0, Andersen, M.B.E., at the 95th meeting
of the Soolety. Apologles were received from Professor Renkine Brown end Mre G.C.
Sherwood, Mnutes of meeting of 26th November, 1945, as ciroulated, were eonfirmed,

ROSUMPTION OF MONTHLY MEETINGS. Decided that monthly meetings -~ on last
Monday in the month ~ from March to Novamber, be resumed. Messrs, Ferguson and
Borry agreed to asslst in reminding members of meetings. Also declded that meet-
ings commence in future at 7.30 p.m.

PAPERS, Declded that memboers be invited to submit short papers and to advise
datos preferred so that a programme can be Lssued,

NEW MEMBERS; Ileoted ;-
" Mre. A.H.Palmer, 234 lambton Quay, Wellington.
Mr. Duncan ¥. Shennan, Regent Jewollers, 41 Manners §t., Wollington.
Mr, N. Thomas, Coronatlon Hospltal, Cashmere Hills, COhristchurch.

OBITUARY: The Hon. Socrotary reported that sinco last meeting Mr, H.,B.HL1l,
Hamdlton, and Mr. E.R.Jord, Wellington, had passed away. Tho late Mr, H1ll, who
was not vory well lmown among Wollington mcmbors, had kopt in close touch by cor-
respendonce, and had manifestod a koon intercst in Socloty affalrs, The late Mr,
Pord was a foundation membor of tho Socloty and a mombaor of tho Oounall for fiftoon
yoars, The President, Mr. Johannes 0. Andorson, stated that the pasdng of Mr,
Ford camo as a shock to him, Messrs, Forguson, @Quinnell and Sutherland speke of
hls koeen intorest In tho classical fiold, and of tho fact that he was & voraclous
colloctor of gold coins in mint condition. Ho rogerdod coins in othor than mint
condltion almost as trashs Roferenco was mado to tho likoablo qualitlies and
friondly characteristics of tho lato Mr. Ford, vhoso momory would be chorlsed,
particularly among Wollington memdbors. Motlions of condolonce to the rolatives
woro passed. (Seo spocial tributo by tho Prosldont - appondod to this roport). -

RHUPORTS AWD CORRESPONDENCE: Inquiry rocelved from Professor Juan Cawxdona,
Ministario do Educatlon,; Cuba, asking for New Zealand colns to be lodged in a
Oollege Mumlsmatic colleotlon for educational purposes. Reports from the Numis-
matlc Soclety of New South Wales showlng increased activities, were tabled; also a
quostionnalre to new members secking informetion as to their flelds of intersest,
and svggestlons regarding the work of the Soclety. Numlematic reporte and price-
11sts were tadled for inclusion in the Socletyt!s library, :

PHACE MEDAL: Tho Hon. Secretary reported that he had recolved no further
information as to the llkely officlal action in thie connection., Members stated
that information as to the present cost of strikdng bronze and silver medals in
Australis and in New Zealand - or making dles in Australla and striking in New
Zoaland ~ should bo obtalned in readiness for eny action that might be teken to
conmemorate the vic¢torlous conelusion of the war.

AGGRIPPINA THE IDIR, 13 B,Ce=33 A.D. A short papor by Mre, O.J.Iynch, L1lus-
trated with specimens, w11l be read at next meoting. Members are invitod to ex-
hiblt tholr most anclent coln, wlth a short written deseription.:

WAR MEDALS: Mr. Quinnoll suggosted that furthor offorts be madoe to securo
for tho Soclety's collection speocimens of World ¥War II medals issued by Alllod
countrles having ropresentativos in Wellington.

OVERSEAS INQUIRIES; Lotters wore rocelvod from the followlng: Dr. Irwin
smith (M.Ds) 504 Quoon Ste Ee, Sault Ste. Marioc, Ont., who wishes to oontaot one
or moro membors interestod in the oxchenge of curront and othor issues of Now
Zoaland, for those of Qanada and othor cowntrlos; from Mr. Chestor B. Stevons,
601 Third Avonuo ¥,Z., Indopondonce, Iowa, U,S.A., who dosiros to corrospond with
a membor intorostod in the oxchange of information in rogard to United States and
Wow Zoaland; from Mr, M,T,Toolin, 18626 Stoel Avonuo, Dotroit, who wants to pur-
chaso tokens of Christchurch and Duodin and othor coinsy also two inquirles from
Fnglend, rogarding momborship, and a lottor from tho Prosident ofthe Royal Murds--
matic Socloty,
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EXOEANGE SOEEME: Noe 1 Exchango list from Mr, Y.T.Meek, Dunedin (Hon, Ex-
change Superintendent) was tabled, Mr, Meelk reported that the response for the
reglastration of names was disappointing, only oight members delng interested so
far, Ho thought it vas a mistake to charge the reglstration fse of 2s., as ths
1doa was originally suggested to assiat members outstide of Wellington, Members
stated that the nominal charge was intended to keep the 1lst down to those actu~
ally interested, md to cover postages, eto, Mr, Butherland stated that Mr, Meek!s
first 1ist ocontained en attractive series of N.Z, tokens which would probably pro-
voke other members to reglster. (Sinse the mesting, Ilst 14 by Mrs, 0,J.Iynch,
Tellding, covering coins other then British and Oolonial, was reselved), Both
Mr. Mook and Mrs, lynch point out that wless members offer spares for sale or ox-
dxa.ng:. they cennot expsct to beneflt from the schemo, Declded to awalt furthor
roporta,

-

QUERN VIOTORIA CRITIOIZES DESIGNS FOR HER COINS: The followlng extract from
MUNZBELUSTIGUNGEN Bulletin o, 4 (Switzerland) was read

"(From; Jean Evans, Tme and Chance, the atory of Arthur Hvans and his
forebears, London, 1943),
» » o Sho was strongly opposed to any fresh representation of herself, thab
necessarily made hor look older than the current effizy . . . Almost every
year some fresh prodlem of this kind arose, and almost every year the Com-
mitteels (1.6. 0f the Royal Mint) suggestions were vetoed by the Quoen. Her
comments stand out among the formal documents of the Royal Mint and the Treag-
wy. !The Queen has examined ths Designs for the new Oolnage. She strongly
objected to Mr, Brbck!s deefgn No. 1 of Hor Majesty's Eead, and does not like
the way the Crown in put on nor the arrangement of the head-dress, But she
likes No. 2, and approves it, though She thinks tho nose too pointed and
would profer it bolng slightly rounded. Her Majesty asked why the Commlittee
roquired a dlfferent Head on the Florin., XNo one will look at the Head on tho
Florln to dletingulsh 1t from the Halfw-orown. Is 1t lilely that the Coat-of-
Arms smothered in vegetablos on the Half-orown will be preferred $o tho very
protty Ocat-ofeArms on the Half-orown last edopted? Tho noeogay of Mr,
Peayntorte dosign for the roverss of tho Shilling is like a Boofeocator's
breastplate, whoreas the prosent Coat-of-Arms on the Shilling is very prebtty!"

RID FEATHER YREASURE; fThe following peper was read by the President, Mr,
Johannos 0, Andersen, M,B.H.}

fThe old~time Polynesians knew nothing about money, and had no need for 1it.
Ivery man worked for his keep; food, his greatest necessity, was pooled; clothing
ho made for himself, nature providing the material, providing also his fow luxuries
in the way of colours and scents and feathers.

"Among feathers, red ones were particularly prized, and he would go to great
trouble to secure them. Tho place-names Whenua=mamu (bird-land) and Whenua~iurs
(Land of red treasure) were well known in older Polynesla, but, like the equally
well=lmowvn Western name Il Dorado, 1t was not kmownvhere they were; 1t had been
forgotten, except that they were somewhere in the West. Far back they were spoken
of by people vho had been thore, but the adventurers were few, for tho way was
long and besaobt with difficulties and with dangers = Just llke Il Dorado. 8.Parey
Smith supposed them to be in Indonosia, through which tho Polymesians passed long
agoy and thought thoy probably reforred to Now Guinea. I suggest Whonua~manu may
rofor to New Guinea, and Whomuaekura to Waiglow, the most south~sastorly islend of
the Moluceas, lying 50 miles ¥W.N.¥W. of the northorn extromity of ¥ow Guines, from
which 1t {8 soparatod by Dempior Stralt, leading from tho confinod soas lying
among tho islands Walglou, Gilolo, Ooram, and othors of that toeming erchipolago,

[

and tho open soa of the Polyneslan Paclfio. .

"The birds roforred to in the name Whenunemanu, Porcy Smith thinks, may do
tho birdseoi~paradise as theso occur plontifully in tho groat Lsland of Now Guinca
1ts0lf, and in various small islands off its shoros, some of tho spocios being
confinod to differont islands, the red or ruby bird-of-paradiso belng confinod to
tho island Waiglou.

Milow Guinoa, togothor with tho emall islands adjacont to it, 1llo in & shallow
soa of wndor 100 fathoma, so that it forms part of the Australian contlnontal arca.
Tho groups of Aru and Walglou adjacont to 1t 14e in o shallow soa of undor 100
fathoms, forming tho Austro-Malay ares., Tho othor islands to north and north-wost
aro soparatod from those by a doop but narrow channol, and form the Indo=Malay aroa.
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"The flora and fauna of these two great areas are quite dlfferent and the
blrds~of-parsdise are confined to the northern part of the Austro=Malay area.
Yhen the earliest Ruropean voyagers reached the Molwoocas in search of cloves and
nutnegs and other rare and preclous splees they had ddscovered wers produced in
those then unknown parts, they were occasionally presented with drled skins of
dirds so strange and bdeautiful as to exolte the admiration even of the splce-seck-
ing rovers, The Malay traders gave them tho name !manuk dewate! (birds of God)s
and the Portugese traders, finding that the birds had no feet or wings (being
docelved by the way in vhich the natives had preserved them), and not beilng able
to loarn enything definite about them, called them passarosede sol (birds of the
sun). The learnod Dutchmon, into whose possession they finally came, wrote about
them in Iatin so that everyone who could read might wndorstand them, and called
them Yavis paradisous! (birds-of-paradise). Jan ven Iinschoten, one of these
learnoed eavants, gives them thls name in tho year 1568, and says that no man has
soon theso birds alive, for they live in the air, always turning towards tho smm,
and ncvor alighting on the earth t1ll they dlej for they have nolthor feet nor
wings, as, he adds, may be seen in tho birds carried to India, and scmotimos to
Holland; but boing very costly they are rarely seen fn Murope., Down to 1760, when
tho groat naturallst, Idnnaous; named tho largest speciman paradisca apods (foot-
loss bilrd-of-parndise) no perfect specimen had been seen in Murope, and absolutoly
nothing was xnown about them,

"The feathers are in most perfect condition during the time of the dancing
displays indulged 1n by these birds; and A.V.Wallace, co-discoverer with Darwin of
the theory of 'matural eelection,! describes such a display as witnessed by him.
The bird he then saw was the great bird-of-paradise, 17 or 18 inches in length
from beak to tip of the tall. The body, wings and tell of this bird are & rich
coffee~brown. The top of the head and neck are of a very delicate straw-yellow,
tho feathers belng short and close-set, s0 as to resumble plush or velvet. The
lower part of the throat up to the eye is clothed wlth scaly feathers of an emer-
ald-groen colour, and wlth a rich metalllc gloss; and velvety plumes of a still
deoper green extend in a band across the forehead end ohin as far as the eye,
which 1g bright yellow. The beak 18 pale lead~blue, and the feet are a palo ashy-
vink. Tho two mlddlo foathors of tho tall have no wobs, except a very small one at
tho dase and at tho extremo tip forming wiro-like eppendagewm which spread out 4in
an ologant doublo-curve, and very from twenty~four to thirtywfour inchos long.

Trom oach side of thc body, boneath the wings, springs a dense tuft of long end
ologant plumos, sometimes twonty-four inchos in length, of the most intensoc golfen-
orango colow and vory glossy, but changlng towards the tips into & palc brown.
Thls tuft of plumage can be olovated and sproad out at ploasurs, so as almost to
concoal tho body of tho dird.

"The birds hovo rogular aordial tdanolng-parties! in sortain troos in tho
forost whick have an immonso head of spreading dbranches and large but scattorod
loavos, glving the birds a cloar space to play and exhiblt tholr plumes. On ono
of thoso troos o dozon or twonty full-plumagod malo birds assomblo togother, ralso
vp tholr wings, strotch out tholr nocks, and olovate tholr oxquisite pliumos,
kooping thom in e continual vibration. Botwoon whilos thoy fly across from branch
to branch ir groat oxcltemont, so that tho wholo troo is filled with waving plumos
in ovory varioty of attltude and motion. At tho tlmo of tho excltomont tho wings
aro rolsed vortically over tho back, tho head is bent down and stretchod out, and
tho long plwmos aro ralsed up and oxpandod wntil thoy form two magnificont goldon
fans stripeod with deep rod at tho baso and fadlng off into thc paleo=brown tint of
tho finely-dividod and softly-waving points., Tho wholo bird 1le thon overshadowod
by thom, tho crouching body, yellow head, and omersld-groon throat forming dbut the
fomdation and sotting of tho goldon glory which waves aboves %hon soon in this
attitudo, tho blrd-of-paradiso roally dosorves ite namo and must bo ranked as one
of tho most doautiful and wonderful of living things.

TReautiful as thess birds ere, I think thesd were not the kuwra of the Poly-
neslang. Ths dirds with the golden plumes described above are those from the Aru
group, 150 =fles south of the narrow neck of New Guineaj the dirds with the rosy
or ruby-coloured plumes are confined to Walglouw. These are from 13 to 14 inches
long. The side-plumes, instead of belng yellow,ars rich orimson, and only extend
about three or four inches beyond the end of the tally they are somewhat rigid,
and tho endes are curved downward and inward, end are tlpped with white. The two
middle tall-feathors, lnstead of belng morely eolongated and deprlved of thelr webs,
aro transformed into stlff black ridbons, & quarter of an inch wlde, but curved
liko & spli: quill, and resemdling thin half-oylinders of horn or whaleobonoj when
thoy hang dewnward during 1ifo they sssume a spiral twisb and form an excoedingly
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grageful double-curve. They are about 22 inches long, and always attract attention
as tho most consplcuous and oxtreordinary feature of the spocles. The rich metallic
groon colour of the throat extends over the front half of the head &o behind the
oyos end on tho forehead form & 1ittlo double crest of scaly foathers, which adds
much to tho vivaclty of tho bird!s appearance.

"It will have boen remarkod that elready as far back as the middle fifteen
hwdreds the birds, when dead, had become an artlcle of trade, and when Wallace
was in the islands they became even more so, for, not content with observing their
beauty and describing their evolutions, he must put an end to both by securing them
as 'specimens!; the trade of the spice-hunters he augmented by the trade of the
speclmon~huntors. 3But Wellaco collected more than bdirds; he collected worde. Ee
socurod vocabularies from many of the islends in this area, end from these vocabu~
larlos it 4s possible to see that the Polynesian ‘character! remained here aftor
the Polynesians had passed through on the way to the side Paclfic. Naturally,
thoy lingored on the way, sometimaes for yoars or a generation, married or assoclated
wlith the non-Polynesian women, end left fragments of thelr language and fragments
of thomselves. JTFrom nineteen of the islands the Polynesien word for !bird! (manu)
1s foumd, sometimes the very word, sometimes modified - mano, manue, manuti,
manok, oto. I noted ebove that tho Malay traders! name for tho birds-of-paradiso
was manuk-dowata (birds of God - 'dewata! bolng no doubt related to tho Hindu
tdova!, a dolty); and 4in eight of the islends the Polynesian word for foathor
thuru! appoars in that or a modified form.

Wioreover, in G1lolo, an 1sland 150 milos W.N.W. of Walglou, Waellaco found
tho Gelola men, as he callod thems and he has this to say of thems 'Theso aro
natives of a district in the extrome north of Gilolo, and are great wanderers ovor
this part of tho archipelago. They bulld largo and roomy praus wlth outriggers,
and settle on any coast or island they take & fancy for. They hunt door and wild
plg, drylng the moat; they catch turtle and trepsng; they cut down the forest
and plant rico and maiza, and thoy aro alwsys romnarknbly onergotic and industrious.
They aro vory fine poople, of light complexion, tall, and with Papumsn featuros,
comlng nearer to tho drawings and descriptions of the truc Polynesians of Tahiti
and Owyhes than any I have seon.! Thoy wander about and settlo on any coast or
1sland thoy take a fancy for -~ truoc Polynesiansl

YIn his Wawalld, Percy Smith writes of thoso samo peoples he thinks they are
of the Polyneslan etock, end he surmises that the perliod when the Polyneslans
wore partly compelled by the incoming Malays to move on to other parts, partly in-
corporated, may have been about the year 390, thelr course to the Paclflc being
down the archipelego past both sides of New Guinea, the northern migration (heke)
being through Dampler Stralt reforred to sarlier, lying botwean the head of New
(uinea and Walglow. He writes: 'In more than one Rarotonga legend an islend or
comtry is mentioned, named Enua-lkura (Maori, Whonua-kura), or fthe land of red
feathers,! which is possidbly Now Guinea, so ocalled by tho Rarotongans after the
blrd-of~paradlise, the beautiful feathers of which would be to them treasures of
the highest value - or such treasurss as Furopsans who do not know the race gan
herdly belleve in; they were thelr jewals.! And thls serap of hletory brings mo
to. that part of rmy subjeoct that is of moro direct interest to my fellow-numlsma-~
tistsg.

YA paper on rod-feather money was read to the Soclety on 30th November, 1942,
in which was quoted en extract from Ceptaln Oook'!s Journal for April, 1774. The
followlng extracts from the same Journal bear on tho same subject and show tho high
ogtimation in which rod feathors were hold by the Pplynesiansg

1At Amsterdam (now Tongs~tabu), October 1773t Thoy have a chrious apron mado
of tho outside fibraes of the coconut shell, and composed of & number of small
plocos sewod togother 4in such a manner as to form steras, half-moons, little
squarcs, otc. It is studded with beads of shells, and covercd wlth rod foathers,
g0 as to have a pleasing offoct. (Second voy., 1~427.2).

'At Tahiti, Aprll, 1774: .+ . . whon wo werc at tho 1sland of Amsterdam wo
had collcetod among othor curiositlos somo red parrot foathors. VWhon thils was
knowvn horo, all the principal pooplse of both soxos ondoavourod to ingratlato them-
into our favour by dbringing us hogs, frult and ovory othor thing tho islend afford-
od in order to obtnin thoso valunblo Jewols. Our having theso foathors was a fort-
wsato olrcumstanco; for as they wore valuablo to tho natlves, thoy became so to us;
e o » Lf 1t had not boon for the foathors, I should havo found 1t difflculi to
supply tho ship with tho nocessary rofroshmonts. (1-464e3)
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'At Tahitd, May 1774: I have occasionally mentioned the extraordinary fond-
ness for the people of Otahelte showed for red feathers, These they called OOra,
and they are as valuable here as Jjewels are in Iurope, especlally those whioch they
call Oravine, and grow on the head of the green parroquets all red festhers ars,
indeed, esteemed, dut not equally with these; ani they are such good Judges as to
lmow vory well how to dlstinguish one sort from another. Many of our people at-
temptod to deceive them by dyeing other feathers, but I never heard that anyons
succcoded. These feathers they make up in 1ittlo bunches, oconsisting of eight
or ton, and fix them to the end of a small cord of about threo or four inches
long, which is made of the strong outelde fidres of tho cooconut, twisted so hard
that 1% is 1ike a wiro, and serves as a handlo to the bwch, Thus propared, they
are usaed as symbole of the Fatuas, or divinities, in all thelr religlous ceromon-
l1ess I have ofton scen thom hold ono of these bunchos, and sometimes only 4wo or
throo foathers, betwem tho forofinger and thumb, and say a prayor, not ono word
of which I could over wmderstand. Whoever comes to this fsland will do woll to

}(:rcvii%hi?self with red foathers, the finest and emallost that are to be got.
e .2 .

'Hoxt chapter to above; At Ruaheine; Next morning, the natives began to
bring us frult. I returned Oree's vislt, and made my present to him, one article
of which was red feathers. Two or three of these the chief took in his right
hand, holding them between the fingr and thumb, and sald a prayer, as I under-
s¥ood, which was 1ittle notloed by any present. (- 477 Poot).!

"In the third quotation appears tho word tooral!; this is tho Maori loura, a
word with many meanings; as an adjective, red, glowing, preclous; ae a nowm, red
foathers used as & chaplet, ear-ornament, or other edornment, a talaha adorned
with rod feathers; a treasure, valusd posscssions, a darling; knowledge of karalda
(ineantatlions) and other valmable lorey also many other meanlngs, but the above
are applicable in the present instance. A wharo-kura was hence a house in which
saored lore, including karakia, was taught, and one of the chief of such whare-kura
- was the one in the twolfth Maorl heaven. This whare-lrura was named Ranglatea -
the meaning of the word ranglatea being a clear sky sbsolutely bare of clouds. It
was 2 named because the most sacred whare-kura in the Pacific was on the 4gland
of that name, spelt Ralatea in some places. When the famous carved and decorated
church was bullt by the Maorie at Otald, on a name for it being required, To
Rauparahs end Te Ranglhneata chose this famous old name. How many people kmow
thle when they stend and admire the beautiful Maori art there displayed - and
the roverence implied in the name? In Vol. 3, p. 81 of The Iorc of the Wharo-
wenanga, occur the following reamarks about these kuras:

'Plumes of theso red feathers were worn by the whatu-lkuras, the murei-kuras,
and other apas (different olasses of doitles.) The plumes wors obtalned from the
follewlng birds: hekual, tapu~turangl, koreko-rangl, tahald-kars, keukau-rangl,
kura-e~rangl, end rakorakeca(or amokura, called tavakoc in many parts of the Pacific).
All those birds were very tapu; 1t was thelr tail-feathers that were used as
plues for the delties above mentionsd. There are three birds whose plumes were
usod not included in the 1ist glven; theywere the kotuku (white cranc or heron),
‘tho hula, and the kookoea (long-talled cuckoo). These three birds were dbrought to
thls world by Tawhakl, in order to produse plumes for his wife Medleuku~-makelas
thelr feathers wero not red, but, as most people know, the kotwcu plumes were
snowy-vhite and dellcate as those of the egrette; those of the mula were dlack,
tlpped with white; those of the koskoea, brown spotted with black - ell graceful
plumess Most of the birds in the first list are not known now; the hakual is said
to be a very large and flerce bird that is never seen but wory high uwp in the
heavens; the rakorakoa, or amokura, is the red-tailed troplc-bird, which occasion-
ally visits the north of New Zealand, but is more often blownm here on storms end
found dead on the beach: the two long red tall-feathers were highly prisged; Timl
Kara usually wore one in his hatband, its wiry nature keeplng 1t in constant
motlon as the head was moved, so drawlng attentlion to the wearer. It is & bird
of the tropics, where it 1s ecalled tavake. There 1s a fascinating tale from
Rotuma ebout Illlteveke and Ialatavake, two young womon who wore able to assume
the forms of the two specles, white troplc~bird and red trople-bird. When coming
from Panama in 1936 onc of those birds, a white one, came on hoard, and as 1t
cannot rise from the deck 1t was found in the morning, and was dbrought to me for
identification. I was asked what was likely to bo wrong wlth it. T sald thers
was probably nothing wrongy 1t could not riso off the flat deck, and if they
threv 1t overboard they would probably find i1t was all right. They threw it ac-
cordinglys the bird gave & harsh cry, it pilght have been one of thanks, 1t might
have been of derislon, and flew off and jolned its matse whlch had been keeping up
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with the ship during the night, evidently lmowing what had happened to 1tz mate,
and velting for 1t to rejoln 1t.°

fne word mors about these kuras. Yhen the Maorl came to New Zealand awey back
in the year 1350 or thereabouts, some of the people on board the various vessels
ware wearing these kura of red feathers. One of the men on the Talmul had such a
kuray his name was Taininihd, and when they saw the red bloom of the rata Taininiht
excleimed; ‘What a waste of care on my part to bring the kura which I have brought
from Hawalkl, as thers 1s 80 much red here in this 1sland,! Then he threw hls kwra
into the sea. The land first touched dy this vessel was Whangaperaoca, near Mast
Qapos The kura of Taininihi floated ashore, and was found by Mahina, from which
hag ocome the proverd, !The kura which drifted ashore and was found by Mahina.!
This 1s for anything which has been loet, and when fowmnd 1s not glven back to the
owvnery thls was later a custom on the islands.

"When the people landed, Taininihi went to gather some rate~bloom for a
wreath, the kura he had brought from Hawalkl belng intended to be so worn, EHe
pubt on the rata wreath, but he had not worn 4t long before it faded. Then his
thoughts went back to the kura he had thrown inte the sea. Ho searched for 1t,
but found Lt {n the possession of Mahina, Mahine refused to glve it wp, saying:
'I will not give your kura to you: it 1s the stranded kura found by Mahina,!
Bven though a valued greenstone treaswre might be lost, it will not be glven wp
'bym'léhe pder. XNo, it 18 1like the kura stranded and found by Mahina, Mahina was
one of jthe other vessels which had landed long before the Tainmud,

T"There has perhaps been 1ittle sald about money in the foregoing and not very
much about barter; tut even in the bartering the Polynesiens had very different
thoughts from the satlors, as 1ls suggested in the words about the 1little prayer
addressed to the prized bunch of feathers, The Polyneslans thought of these
rather as the Peruvians thought of gold - something beautiful and precious for
the adornment of thelr temples and thelr delties; mnd we 6an think of what wonder,
and admiration, and reverence, suffuse ths thoughts and feelings of the Polynesians
vhen the hear the word Whenua~kura,?

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Andersen for his most interesting
and Informative paper, vwhich was enjJoyed by all present. Mr, Ferguson and Mr,
Allan Sutherland etated that the instructive and original material would bo en~
Joyed by all when oiroulated in the Bulletin. The Soclety was fortunate in having
for 14s Prosident a men of such diversified intereets and literary distinetion.

Ho was able to present a broad canvas and to fit mmismatics into the pattern in
& most attractive menner.

NEXT MERTING: 29th April, at 7.30 pem.

ALLAY SUTHERIAND,
Hon, Secxretary.
15 Farm Road,
Yorthland, Welllngton,

THE LATZ MR, B, R, FORD
Tridbute by FPreslident

I was much concerned at our last meeting when the death of owr membor Mr.
Ford was announced. At the meetings of the Soclety one could not help noticlng
Mr, Ford and his demeanour; regular in attendance, qulet in behaviour, connolaseur
end enthusiast in golden mintings. Ee always had somothing new to show his fellow-
memberss and seelng that his specialty was gold coilns, hle showlngs were always of
intorest, and often of oxtreme beauty. He oarried a megnlfylng-glass, end when
you looked at the coin he handed to you he would hand over the glass, seylng "Look
at the detalll" It was always worth looking at; and when, during the "talk-casy"
aftor the dusiness of the meeting was over I saw Mr. Ford take a 11ttle paroel
from his pocket and wmdo the chamois~leather, I kmew there was a treat toward. I
bolieve he was not a famlly men ~ his hobby must have been wife and child to himg
and what a beautiful, ever=growing famlly he had - a famlly with a never=fading
beauty. I could not help thinidng of that family:; "Blessed i1s the man who hath his
quiver full," I never mew the whale extent of his collectlon, and now shell never
lmow, for it 1s being dispersed, I don't belleve, however, that the sum of the
admlration of the new possessors will equal the admiration of Mr, Fords I do know
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? chall miss him at owr meetings; shall miss his parcel and his

and his quiet smile as he handed the glass to0 you eaying in a high-pltched m
goft volce, "Iook at the detalllh

Where he has gone, while the pavementes may not be of gold, he will have the
worldls mintages for his delectation.

Poace to our friend Mr, Ford.

Johannes Andersen,
Proslident.
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THR NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REPORT OF glth' MEEZTING -~ 29th AFRIL, 1946.

The 96th meeting of the Soclety was held at Turnbull Idbrary, Wellington, on
29th Aoril. Mr, Johannes C, Andersen, M.B.E., ¥,R.S.N.Z., President, occuplied tha
Chalr, Apologles were received from Mrs., J,T.Inkersell, Sir James ¥lliott, Mesers,
Griffin, Hornblow, Chetwynd, Martin, Quinnell, and MeCurdy., Members expressed
nleasuwre that Mr, Chetwynd, who had been in hospital, was sbout again.

DECIMAL COINAGE, Mr, Allan Suthorland reported that he had roceived the
followlng lettor from Viscount Blodislooti~-

"I was so ploased to note 1n tho minutes of the 14th Annual Mooting of
tho HeZ. Numismatic Soclety on the 3lst July last that tho Socloty is takdng
onorgotic stops to promotc tho adoption of docimal coinaze by tho Domlnloen,
I always 1lko to rogard Now Zealand as the ploncer of all constructive pro-
gress, economlc as well as ethical and roclal, in the British Commonwealth
and Fmpiro, and I have confident hope in thie comnectlion that what Now
Zealand docs today, Great Briteln will do tomorrow. The present 1lloglecal
systom 1s a dofinlte and sorlous honddoap to industrlial development and
facility of international exchango,!

Docldod to write to Tisocount Bledisloo expressing appreclation of his econtinued
intorest in New Zoaland.

It was also doclded to writo to tho Rt. Hon, Mr, MNash, now in Iondon, svg-
gosting that he should confer with othor Empiro delogates in London with a viow to
oppointing an Intor-Empire Commission to investligate the advisablllty of adopting
doclimal colnage in non-deeimalist FEmplre countrios.

NEW MIM3ERS ELECTHED:
Mr. Burton H, Saxton, Box 548, Codar Baplds, Iowa, U.S.4.
Mr, Murray Woston, 157 Glonmoro Stroot, Welllngton,

ROOSIVELT OOMMEMORATIVE DIME. Mr. Sutherland conveyed to all members the
good wlishes of Mr, Frank O, Ross, Kansas City, who forwerded a Roosevclt Dime
issued in token of the March of Dimes, inaugurated by the late President, to flght
the dread disoaso, infantilc paralysis. Tho portrait of tho distingulshed Prosl-
dont was admirod by those prosont. ;

PROPOSED PEACE MEDAL, A lottor was roccivod from Amor Pty, Ltd., Sydnoy,
stating that that firm possossod a dio-rcducing machine and would bo ploasod to
quoto pricos 4f the projoet wero prococdod with. Docldod to awalt en intimation
as to the Govornment's intentions in this connoction,

RIPORTS AND CORRESPONDINCE woro oxpleinod and tabled. Sovoral onguirios woro
rocolvod for tho ¥.Z., Crown 1935 and tho Blodisloo Waltangl Modal., Roport of tho
Mumilsmatic Socloty of N.S.W. tablod,

THE LATT MR, PORD., ©Professor J., Rankine Brown sald that he regretted he was
not prasent at the previous meeting when tribdbutes were pald %o the memory of the
loto Mr, Ford. Ho assoclated himself with the tributos of the President ond othors
t0 a woll-informod and enthuslastic numlsmatist, whoso passing would bo a loss 10
tho Soclety.

EXHIBITS, Mr. V.D.Forguson, a tetradrachm of Syracuso, Slelly, 485-478 B,.C3
O.-Quadrign to r. Nlko crowns horsos; R.-Archaic fomalo hoad to r, four dolphins
around, Ho quotod Profossor Rankine Brown, Vols II, pa 91, "Porlod II 1s the
poriod of transition from 480 to 400 3.0. In the courso of this period the rough-
noss and ruggodnoss of the Archale Poriod is being refined away, dut tho old vigmt
gti1l remains. Poople who prcfer the vigour and strongth of the earlier Grock .
sculpture, will regard tho coins of this poriod as suporior to tho more chaste ‘
colns of tho next."  Mr, Allan Suthorland oxhibitod a didrachm of Tarentum (1taly’
3.0, 380-345., This is a coin of tho bost poeriod of Gresk numismatic art., Doslen:
0.~Tarag dolphin, Re.- Prancing horso, with ridor placing crown oa horse's hoad.
Tarontum, in Italy, was callod "Taras" by the.Greelks, and’ was tho most powerful
ctty in Magna Graeccfa, The romains of the clty are 51111l important in archaesology.

YEXT MEBRTING . MOMDAY, 27th MAY, 7.30 p.m. “A%aper will be read by Mr. L.J,
DPaley M.P.Ssy Ph.0.y on the coinago of Bornoo.
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A paper on AGRIPPINA THE HLDER (13 B.Ce. ~ 33 4.D,) by Mrse C.J.Iynmch, Felld-
ing, was rcad on hor behalf by Mr, Johmmnes O, Andersen, as follows:

"The tragle story of thls gzreat Roman lady has for ws a fascination all its
owne Only a few colns show her portrsit, the best known being tho one oxhiblted.
History has preserved for us the story of the main events of her life, bdub many
of the detalls that have come down to us are open to question and have been
varlovsly intorpreted by historlans. This period, the early years of Imperlal
Romo, has always attracted the serlous student of humandty, but among the many

cubstanding characters upon the world!s stage at thls time Agripplna has been
somowhat overshadowod.

% Aerippina, grand-daughter of the great Augustysfirst Imperor of Rome, was
the daughter of Vigpanius Agrippa, one of the great generals of the time, perhaps
the mogt outstanding, yet a man of humble birth, who had married the notorious
Julla, daughter of the Emperor. Agripplne's great strength of character and
herolc nobility have frequently been ignored, but her early wldowhood may have,
under its traglc clrcumstances, for a time accented her faults. The lntrlgues and
murders-cngineered or at loast countonanced by the wndoubtedly clover Idvia, wifo
of the Emperor Augustus, and the flaunting in the pudblic eye of the immoralily and
extravagance of his daughter Julla, have secmed more to have occupled the atten~
tion of the historians.

"At an early age Agripplna was married to Gormesnicus, the adopted son of
M berius, second Emperor of Rome, Members of the great Claudian house seemed al-
ways olther utterly bad or really virtuous - Germanicus belonged to the latter
type and was the 1dol of the populaco. A soldier born, he fought successiully in
the Balkans, and after the concluslon of that campaign ho held public offico in
RBome for a while. This type of 1ife had no appeal for him and at last ho was
glvon permission to Jjoin tho Leglons in Gormeny, whore tho wars weru, dragging on
vnsatisfactorily. Hs wife, Agrippina, always accompanied him to the wars. Sho
has beon varlously #oscrided — as strong, couragoous, heroic, modest, plous,
wltty and chasto; end, advorsoly, as proud, ovorbearing, violutnt tomperod and
intriguing. Sho certainly must have been couragoous to follow tho fortunes of
Gormontcus on his compaigns, That she hnd & doep effection for him has boen
strossod by most historlsns, and ono remarkod that Germanicus and Agrivplnn woro
I0no Soul,'! Ovorboaring family pride has boon stated to have boon hor worst fault,
but what ovidonco wo possoss doos not soem to bear this out, Tho soldiory revor-
onced her for hor bravery and for hor care of thom - tending the sick and woundod
and. e¢lothing the rageod. On ono occaslon during o tomporery absonco of hor hus-
band, sho assumed thc command of tho loglong and this unusual act doecs not appear
to havo beon quostioned by tho soldiors.

"During tho throo yoars spent in Gormany the army mutinied and trled to Toreco
Germanicus to proclaim himself Emperor. This he utterly refusced to conslder and
firmly quelled the mutiny, Tholr young son, Celus, became the 1dol of the soldiery
who made him a minleture swlt complote with broastplato, sword, helmet, shield,
and soldler's boots. He became so attached to these boots that ho insisted on
wearlng them at a1l times, and in consequonce gained the nlckmame by which he has
boen kmovn throughout history =~ Caligula, or Iittlo Boot, The rough mode of 1life
in theso camps affectod Agripplants hoalth, so that when her daughter, Agrippln-
11la, was born just after the mutiny, et Cologno, she remained 411 for somec months,

"In AsD. 17, Tberius rocalled Gormanicus to Rome to celeobrate hls Triumph,
and wo road how Gormanicus rode crowned in his chariot with Agrippina scatod by
hs side and theolr five children, Noro, Drusus, Callgula, Agrippinilla and
Drusilla, soated behind thom, We read, too, of tho mormous procession of manacloc
Gormen prisoncrs, of vehiclos hoapod with captured German woapons, shiolds and
spolls of all descriptions.

"Thon followcd encthor short period in Romo with Tiborlus becoring incrcasing-
1y Joalous of tho popularity of Gormanicus and cold hostility bocoming ovidontb
botwoen Tiborius and Agrippina. Flnally tho Sonato votod Germanicus the supromo
control of the fivo Frstorn provinecs, whore Agrippina accompanied him, taking
only Galigula and lenvi.g tho othor childron in Romo. Mo susplcions of Tlverius
wers continually inflemed against Gerranlcus by his minister Sejanus, who at the
same time contrived to undermine the influence and reputation of Gormanicus in
the nrovinces under his control, How well he succeeded soon became apparent,

WAt last Germanicus became 111 and dled. It was the general belief that he
was polsoned, and 1t 1s eertain that his wife was of that belief, It has remalned
ona of the unsolvod mysterles of history.
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"Mhidng the ashes of Germanicus with hor, Agrippina esiled for Itely where
tho peonle genuinely shared her griof. Agrippine had borne her husband nine
childron, dut only six had survived tho many hardships of tho campaleng, OFf the
surviving six children, only the boy Noro (not to be eonfused with tho Fmperor of
thnt name) was & good Clavdian. The other five, Drusus, Caligula, and tholr
threo sisters, woro cortalnly among the worst of the Olaudians,

"As Sojanus had proviously intrigucd, so he continued against the family of
Germonicus, Ae hor children grow up and tho hostility of Tibderius incroasod, sho
eopealod to him for pormiseion to romarry, but this, noodloss to say, was rcfusod,
Flually, fear of thelr growing popularlty causod Mborius to act against Agripplna
and hor son, Noro, and most of tholr frionmds, Thoso last woro olther banishod or
oxooutod on ono protext of anothor.

®Agrippina horsolf was banlshed to tho island of Pandalaria, and Noro to tho
roaky, barrcn island of Ponza off tho coast, Boforo sonding her to tho 1sland,
Tlborius had Agrippina drought beforo him whore ho mockod and tawmtod her. His
brutallty aroused by hor courago, ho at last ordorod thc captaln of tho guard to
striko hor. Not satisfied with this, ho snatchod a branch and himsolf beat' hor
about tho hoad end body untll sho bocamc insensible. Owing to this drutality she
lost the slght of one eye. With dlgnity and courego she faced hin to the last.

"Then her noxt son, Drusus, was imprisonocd, Noro starvod to death on his
lsland, and shortly afterwards Drusus dled in his prison, also of starvation, as
he was found to have eaten a portion of hls mattross, rude though 1t wasy in his
agony. Agrippina voluntarily starved and for some time was foreidly fed by order
of tho Emporor, dbut as laast she had her way and dled of starvation at the ago of
47 in A.D. 33. Hor other son, Caligula, lived to become one of, if not tho worst
of the world!s rulers, Hs throo sisters rivallod him in abandommont to vico.

"umismatically, this poriod of the carly years of the Empirc 1s of considor-
able interest. The silver sestortius of the Republie had soased to bo mintod and
the brass sestertius of the eame value took 1ts placo, This, as most advancod
collcetors kmow, 1s tormod Large Brass or Roman First 3rass, and was thc highost
valuc issued by tho Semate, Tholr 1ssuos aro recognlisod by the lottors S, and C.,
standing for Senatue Consulto. Tho minting of gold and silvor coins was tho pre-
rogativo of tho Emporors,

"3rd tish authorities of fifty years ago considered that the valus of the
Sestortius_fluctuated during the reigms of Augustus and Tiberius from approximate-
1y 24 %o 12 sterling. A much greater dopreclation took place dwring the relgn
of Noro. The modern American historian, Dr. W, Durant, stated that, ignoring the
fluctuations in valus prior to the relgn of Nero, the sestertius approximatod
loosoly in value and purchesing power to 15 conts Uhited States currency of 1942,

gr, in our ovn present currency, 10d. The smaller coppor coin, tho As, equalled
conts.

"Tiberius! policy was the opposito to that of Augustus, Strict economy in-
cludod drastic cuts in official oxponditure and new issues of currency wero ro-
strictod. Tiberius found 100,000,000 sestercos in tho treasury on his accession
and. at his death 2,700,000,000 wero found tc be there,

"dls succossor, Caligula, son of Agrippina, and ono of Romo's worst Emperors,
squandored his money and 1t 4s sald that on onc banquot alone he spont 10,000,000
sosborcos. On onc occasion at tho racos ho gavo a favoured charlotcer 2,000,0008s
On Dre Durent's rcckoning one mlllion s. would have a purchasing power ogual to
&£42,666 approxdmatoly (N.Z., curroncy).

"A.D, 33, the year of Agrippinatls tragic death, was notable numismatically
as a 'panic! year. Shoribge of currency and expenditure on imported lwcurles wevrc
the contributory causes. Interest rates rose and difficulty in the way of recover-
Iing debts caused almost a cessatlon of money-londing. The Senatec in 1ts endeavour
to ston the outgolng of capital from Reme, requlred cvory Sonator to invest a high
proportion of his fortwmo in Italian land. This brought about a crisis. When onc
Senator, Publius Spinther, notifilcd his bank that in order to obey~ this decroe
ho must withdraw 30,000,000 sosterces, the bank immediately went bankrupt. Ru-
mours clrculated, and one by onc the banks wero compclled to close thelxr doors
owlng %o the panic run on them. Thon came the nows that tho banks had failed in
othor great Roman centres ~ Iyons, Carthage, Byzontlum, ote. Inteorest ratos, of
coursoy soarod astronomically in spltc of logal limitation, ¥Finally, Tiborius
had to suspend the compulsory land investment loglslation and himsclf fssued
100, 000,000 rosterces to tho banks froc of intorcst for throo yoars. Wo can rest
asswred that his socurlty was of the bost. This gosturc of tho Emporor ronowod
publie confidonco, and condl tions grndunlly rcturnod to normal.
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"The soven coins oxhibited show portraits of Agrivplna and some of hor beste
mowvn kdn.

"No. 1. Sestertius with Memorial portralt of Agrippina, in which we can
clearly see tho strength and dignity that she showed throughout
her traglc 11fe, The Reverse shows a funeral carpentum drawn
by two mules, The inscription; which unfortunately is somewhat
worn, 1s S,P.Q.R., (Senatus Populusque Romenus - tho Senate and
the Roman peoplo), with, underneath, - Memoriae Agrippines,

2. As, boaring portrolt of tho Emporor Augustus, hor grandfather.

3. 4s, wlith portrait of Agrippa, her father, Rev. shows Neptune wilth
’arid.ent. otc,

4. Gormanlcus, husband of Agrippina.

s  Tiborlus, adoptod father of Gormnicuss

6. Hmperor Olaudius, hor brothor-tn-law,

7+  Caligula,; her infamous son,!

In proposing & hoarty vote of thanks to Mrs, Iynch for her interesting peper,
so woll 1llustrated by contemporery coims, Professor Rankine Brown made some ro-
marks on the general mspscts of the question. Owlng to the very prajudioccd nature
of the evldonce for tho history of tho early Romen Zmplre, it 1s not easy to
speak vory definltely about any of the characters involved. Agrippina may have
boen a very solf-wllled, pushing woman, but she was certainly devoted to hor hus-
band, and, so far as Professor Rankine Brown was ablo to say from momory, no
scandalous storios are assoclatod with her namo, as ie the caso with so many of
hor contemporarlos., She was certalnly a very different woman from hor daughter,
whom tho wrlter of the paper calls Agrippinille, but who 1s generally kmown as
Agrippina the Younger. Mds woman managed to got herself marriod to hor uncle -
the Emperor Clavdiws~ in defiancs of Roman rogulstionsy she got rid of tho Empor-
orfs son, Britannicus, end of tho Emperor himself, by pcison, got hor owm son Noro

made daperor, endecavourocd to coatrol his pollcy, and was finally murderced by her
oW SO0M.

Agrippina and her husband, Germanicus, were in a precariowmposition. Agrip-
pine was tho grand-daughter of Auguctus, his only living descendant, Germanicus
was the newphew and adopted son of Tberius and was the son of Drusus (who dled
gome time B.C,), & man of. much more pleasing nature than his Imperiasl brother,
and very popular with the peoplo, Germanicus inherited some of his father!s popu~
larity. On his mother!s slde Germanlcus was connected by blood wlith Augustus,
by way of Augustus! sister, Octavia = a noblo woman and wife of Anthony. Thoy
were thus e couplo round whom dlssatisfaction with ths Emperor Tberius would
naturally ccntre, and wero consequontly in a dangerous position., It is almost
certaln, howevor, that Germanicus died a natural death in tho Fast. The story
that he was polsoncd is onc of tho numorous storles invented to diseredit Tiberius
and his mothor Idvia. It 1s now geneorally bollevod that though Tlberlus may havo
boen a morose and cortalnly a sourocd man, he was & most able and competont rulor,
and not at all the debauchoe that Tacltus and Suotonius roprosent him ns bolug.

Tacltus consistently used Germanicus as a foll to Mberius, and represents
him in a favourable 1lighty but, though he was doubtless a well-meaning man, he
does not appear to have accomplishod much, Though he was aworded a trivmph for
his achiovements in Gormeny to the East of the Rhine, thls was because he was a
memboxr of the Imperisl femily, His campaigns were vory coetly in'life, and
roally disamstrous., After thess fallures tho Romans ebandoned attempts to conguer
Northorn Gormany. 4As & result, thoso wild tribos nover came wnder the civilizing
influcnce of tho Roman Empire es tho Gauls, the Spaniards and, to a less extent,
the orlginal inhabifants of Ingland did. Had Northorn Germany been a portlon of
tho Roman Emplre, and reduced to order, 1% 1s possidle that Burope might havo
boon eparcd the two dlisastrdus wars of the present century. The groator part of
nodern Austria formed part of the EImpiro. Tho Austrians havo always boon a moro
eivilizoed pooplo than tho Northorn Germans, and wore tho prodominant olomont
among tho Gormanic pooplos untll tho Duchy of Brandonburg ocame to tho front as
Prussin,y and Blsmarck turnod Augstria out of tho Gorman Fedoration.

Mo immodiatc succcssors to Tiborius worc conncctod wilth Agrippina and
Gormanicus. Cnllgula was tholr son, Claoudius was tho brothor of Gormanieus, nnd
Woro wos tholr grandson., With Noro, what is callod tho Julian dynasty camc to
an ond in = bdlaze of infamy.

ATTAN SUTHZRLAND,
15 Famm Road, Hon. Secretary.
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REFORT OF 97th MEETING = 27th MAY, 19046,

The 97th meeting of the Society was held on the 27th May., Mr, Johennes C.
Andersen, M.B.E., F.R.S.N.Z,, presided, Mimutes of previous meeting confirmed,

CARNEGIRE MUSEUM DISPIAY CASE: Lack of space prevented the inoclusion of
the following in the previocus report: "Messrs, R, Walpole and A. Sutherland
discussed the desirability of mémbers assisting Museum authorities in the main
ocentres in arranging occasional displays in Carnegie cases for school eircuits.
Dr. Oliver weloomed the proposal, snd members prescnt offered to assist,

NEW MEMBER ELECTED: Miss Denise Dettmann, Leoturer in Classios, Vietoria
University College, Wellington.

DECIMAL COINAGE: A reply from the Rt. Hon. Mr., Nash from London was
read as folluws:- " ., ., , Nothing but the diffioculties of ohange stands in
the way of doing that which you consider should be done. To me the advantages
of decimal coinage heve always been clear, and it was hoped that it would have
been praoticeble to have carricd it out when Mr, Coates and his Secretary,

Dr. Campbell, were so interested some years ago, I am doubtful whether I can
do mich in the United Xingdom, by way of holpfully discussing the question, but
if an opportunity does occur I will teke it - other than that I will have to
give it some oconsideration on my return to New Zealand, I much appreciate
your writing."

ANNUAL MEETING - ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Nominations for officers for
the ensuing year may now be received. The Anmual Meeting will be held on
Monday, 29th July, at 7,30 p.m,

A welcome was extended to Mr, R.A. Johnson who has been absent for five
years on service with the Royal Navy.

PROPOSED PRINTING OF REPORTS: The Iion, Seeretary said that the pro-
posal to print reports to be issued by-anmually or anmally had besn deferred
until after the war (see Vol, III, pages 4 and 8). The average cost of each
oyclos'tyled report, including posiage, was now £3, and with nine monthly
reports, plus an annual rcport, the cost was in the vicinity of £30. The
annual revenue of the Sooiety was approximately £25 proriasd all subscriptions
‘were paid within the year, While the issuing of monthly repuiris kept members
outside of Wellington in constant touch with the Socicty's sctivities, on the
other hand, they might prefer to resccive bi-anmially or annually, 2 printed and
illustrated publioetion. This could provably be zcranged if a sufficient nunber
of members agreed to teke an additional printed copy at 5/-, and if desired,
this copy could be left at the printers for binding at the cost of the member
conocerned, Illustrated reports in book form would give merbzrs a more attrac—
tive and convenient record of the transsctions of the Socicty, and would help
to increase membership. Whethcer printed or not, the revorts of papers would
(for reasons of cost) have to bo condensed to a maximum of wwo fonlscap typed
peges, plus one page per month for Soociety's businees. Mr. Sutrerland said
“that he would like members interested to writc to him tefore ine anr:al mecting
in July stating if thoy preferred printed rewvcrts, and if so, whethor they
would be prepared to teke an additional copy, if the printirg were adupted.

MR. W. D, FERGUSON said that tho subsoription had becn fixed at 5/- p.a.
in 1931, and since then postage had doubled and costs gencrally had increased.,

Decided to await the views of menbers before dealing with the proposal,
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"BORNEO - AN OUTPOST OF CIVILISATION" wes the subject of & paper read on be-
half of Mr. L. J. Dale, P, O, Box 3, Papami, as follows:-

Borneo is remarkable for the umisually small amount of pablished matter
fxvailable for study, Therefore these notes may be of some interest., The vriter
is anxious to learn mors of the effect of the impact of the second world war on
the island, end will welcome ocorrespondence from anyone acquainted with currency
developments recently. This paper may serve to record the position as it +7as
substantially prior to 1939,

There seems to have been quite a soramble for Borneo territory in thc early
days of colonisation, with a resulting rather piecemeal distribution mostly by
treaty and not by conquest,

From 4 Numismatic angle, it must be unique to find a single area so compara-
‘tively isolated and yet with at least five distinet verieties of coinage in use.
Borneo is divided into five important parts which we enumerate here. ‘e will
give something in the way of a thumbnail sketch of each, and follow with deteils
of the coinage. Newspapers, various trevel books, encyclopaedias and coin cata-
logues (notably Comencini'ss have been consulted, and their help is acknowledgod.

1. Dutch Borneo is part of the Netherlands Dast Indies which also includes
Java and Sumatra, The N,E.I, Coinage in cents and guilders is used,

2. Sarawek has been an independent state under British protection with its
o coinage - 100 cents to a dollar,

3. Brunei is a British protectod iiohammedan state and has issued its own
coins in cents,

4, British North Borneo is held under grant from the Native Sultans, and
issues its own coinege in cents,

5, Labuan Island is gix miles off tho coast of British INorth Bomeo, and
part of the Straits Settlements, whose coilnege it uses, as well a5 that
of the nearby states on the mainland,
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BORNEQ: Borneo, as a whole, is the world's third largest islend (Green-
land first, New Guinea second), and steamer connections with Singapore, Surabaya,
Manila, Hongkong, etc., are maintained regularly, and probably now regular air
services of which the details are not known to the writer., The population of
about 3 million (1930) oconsisted of tattoed native Dyaks of many tribes, Chinese,
Malays and an administrative sprinkling of six thousand or so British and Dutch,

As well as the fearsome familiar feature of our younger days (the "wild Man
from Borneo" of circus famel.), the animals are a formidable lot. Elsphants,
rhinoosroses, wild oxen, end pigs, deer and monkeys abound, including the fierce
orangutan, There are animals of every variety from tiny badgers to erocodiles
and flying frogs., The vegetation of Bormeo is rich and abundant, and descriptions
are always extravagant, The world's largest flower, Rafflesia, is a native, Some
of the products are petroleum, all kinds of timber, copra, sago, rubber, camphor,
cinnamon, bananas, rice, beeswax, sugar, etc., etc, Opium is an important product
and in British North Borneo 104 of the total revenue was derived from it and in
Sarawak 11%.

There is no reason to suppose that Bornec has ever been a political entity,
and flew of the natives have travelled enough to even know it is an island, It
was first disoovered by Europeans in 1511, since which time Spanish, Dutch,
British and Portuguese have all had "tocholds" at various times, although by 1810
it seemed to be pretty well in the hands of its native Sultans, Then, however,
during the British occupation of Java, these Sultans sent an embassy to ssk help
of Sir Stamford Raffles, which he gave, As a result both the British and Dutch
were granted concessions, thus commencing the very lucrative interests now held.

DUTCH BORNFEO: This area of over 200,000 sq. miles is larger than any
Eurcpean ocountry except Russie, and is still partly unexplored owing to the
rather awkward habit of head hunting practisecd by the Dysks, and also because of
the diffioculty of transport, which has been largely by water or on foot. The
Sulten of Kotei is a powerful personage and has had expensive pasttimes including
a forty-wife harem and a taste for elsborate cockfights! He has impdrted many
Eurcpean ideas and has controlled considerable assets,

Presumably the main coinage used will be that of the Netherlands Zast Indies,
of vhich the following are the main issues since 1800.

BRONZE :

1/8th Stiver 1822-26 rev. Nederl Indie, obv, Arms 1/8th ST
1/4th 0 1822-36 " " " " " 1/4%h 8T
1/2 " 1821-26 1" " n " " 1/2 - a7
1 cent 1833-40 U u u il iy 1 - ST
2 cents 1833-41 i U y . @ W 2 - 8T

With Nederlandsch Indie

+ oent 1855-80 Amms, Value and date rov. ialay & Javanese ins.
i " Similar
2% " 1856-58

Under the British E.I. Co.:

% Doit 1811-13 B, ebove VEIC in heartshaped shield rev. Jave 1811
7z Stiver 1811-15 Similar £-8T

1 0 1812-15 L 1-8T

1 Doit 181213 L without value

1

" 1812~14 1-EVC-date rev, l-Doit~Java Lead.

Under the Napoleons, 1807-11:
1 Doit 1808-11 large N monogram and value

5 Stiver 1810-11 similer
1 " 1810 0

DUTCH ISSUE:

2% cents 1871-1901 Nederlandsch Indie, value & date, shield with arms surmounted
by a broad srovm. rev, inseription in Malay & Javanesc,

1 oent similar ’

2% oonts 1912-34  similar Royal orown ovor shield of a narrow shape,

NICKEL - Alloy:

5 ocents 1912-34 Royal crown sbove hole in Centre rev. Inscription in Malay
and Javanese,
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William 1st 181340 Pags 112
% gulden 1816-40 Head r, rev, Name, value in wreath Nederlandsch Indie,
z " 1826-34 Similar

2

a, O 1826-40

William 3rd  1849-90
1-20th gulden 1854-90 Crowned Arms. Nederl, Indie rev. Native inscription.

1-10th 1855 Similar

% " 1855 n

1-10th v 19C2-11 Similar Royal Crovm over shield of a narrow shape.
1 " " Similar

1-10th " 1912-34 Similar with broad rim

= " " "

4

Coins of larger denomination are not minted speoially for the Indies, but
the standard Netherlands coins are used,

This currency in Gulden of 100 cents is the same as in the Kingdom of the
Netherlands., Approximate Bank Exchange Rates (1934):-

2/8%

French Francs 10,31

U.S. Dollars 0.681

Straits Settlements dollars 88.00

Batavia Guilder 1,00
n n "

L " ]

" Guilders 100,00

SARAWAK : A country of 5C,000 sq, miles in the N.,W. of Borneo, bounded
on one side by Brunei and elsewhere by Dutch and British Borneo. Until the
Japanese gave a grim reminder of how uncertain idyllic dreams may be, the world
heard little or nothing of Sarawak, and but for the lesson of the war successive
white Rajahs might have been content to perpetuate the regime of isolated prince-
lings in a tropic setting. Now, however, the Rajah, Sir Charles Brooke, is re-
ported to have taken steps that his nephew, Mr, Anthony Brooke, has announced
that he will oppose on the ground that the "Sovereign", independent State should
be consulted befors the country steps down to colonial status, "Sovereign" by
sufferance, and "independent" with the qualification that the real inhabitants
are subject to the rule of an Englishman, Sarawsk has a history that reads like a
fairy tale, Since 1888 it has been recognised as an independent State under Bri~
tish proteotion. In 1841 it became the perquisite of James Brooke, who, twenty
years earlier, had fought in the East India Company's Army in the first Burmese
war, Inheriting £30,000 from his father Brooke bought a schooner to cruise in
the cast., From the then new port of Singapore he carried letters for the governor
to the Rajeh of Serawak, the weakling head of a rebellious State, "He offered
me," wrote Brooke, at the time, "the country of Siniawan and Sarawak with all its
government and trade." With the title of Rajah thrown in as the price of his
help, Brooke joined forces with the Rajah and with ten of his crew and two guns
ended the rebellion, the surrender terms stipulating thet Brooke was to be the
new Rajah, So amid "the roar of cannon (presumably the six-pounders of Brooke's
ship) and a general display of flags and banners," Brooke was declared Rajah of
Serawak, an office filled by his descendants ever since. The Pacific war rudely
shattered the dream,

Sarawak coinage is as follows:-
BRONZE :

J. Brooke, 1841-83;

% oent 1863 Sarawak around, wreath enclosing % cent date below, rev., Head
facing left and J. Brooke Rajah around,

cent it Similar
n " n

e

Charles Brooke, 1863-1915:

% eent obv, C. Brooke Rajeh, Head in profile faoing left, beaded rim, plein
edge. rev. top Sarawak., In centre within a wreath %
oent in 2 lines, date below,

" Similar
"

P

Y

1896 obv. inscription as above, Small head above & 2 crossed flags below,
a central hole, Rev. similar to the preceding. Mint maxl-
H.
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1 ocent general design. obv. C.V. Brooke RajJah, below Sarawak. Head in pro-
file facing right. rev. in circle value & date. Large numeral of
value in centre within a circle formed of a cord with knot. Mint mark
in exergue H 1916-33 Wreath,

5 " Similar
10 cents "
SILVER:
50 cents 1900 head to left and C. Brooke Rajah and obv. value, ete.
50 " 1911-15 C. Brooke Rajah, in centre, head. Below Sarawak rev, as for
nickel coins above,
20 Similar
10 " "
5 "t "
50 " 1916-33 obv. C.V. Brooke, Rajah, below Sarawak, Iead in profile

facing right. rev. same as for 1911-15 Silver coins have
milled edge mint H,

Sarawak currency is in British Silver Dollars of 100 cents., Special sub-
sidiary coins for local circulation are exchanged at par at Straits Settle-
ment ports, and bank exchange is the same,

BRUNET : The totel area of Brunei is only about 2,500 sq. miles, but it
is becoming interesting because of some of its products including oil. The
Sultan handed over administration to a British Resident in 1906 since when it is
attached to the Straits Settlements.

The special Brunei coin was:-

1 cent Bronze 1885, obv. Malay Arabic inset. In centre within a circle a star
of 5 leaves, rev. Sultanate of Brunei, A.H. date below
1304, In centre within a circle a large figure 1,

Currency unit is British Dollar of 100 cents. Mixed subsidiary coins ac-
cepted in circulation. Bank exchange rates same as for the Straits Settlements.

BRITISH NORTH BORNEQ: With 900 miles of coast and an area of 31,000 sq.
miles British N, Borneo is smaller than Sarawak, The mountainous country con-
sists of a large area of Jungle, which is being gradually developed for the
wealth of its products., There is a reilway of over 150 miles and other amenities,
Unf ortunately the telegraph lines are often put ocut of commission because the
elephants like to rub against the poles and often break them off or push them
over!

The chartered British North Borneo company has control through its Governor
(appointed with the approval of the Seoretary of State for the Colonies) and ad-
ministers all affairs, grants leases and licenses and so on.

As mentioned before these rights were not obtained by military conquest,
but by agreements by our farseeing statesmen with the Sultans concerned, As
well as the better known products, we run across almost legendary items such
as armadillo skins and birds' nests!

The coinage is based on the British Silver dollar current in all the South
Sea British Colonies, Hongkong, cte. Silver, nickel, and bronze subsidisry coins
are for internal circulation only and are acoepted in Labuan, Brunel, and some
places in the Straits Settlements at par., IMint mark mostly H.

1887-1907. British North Borneo Company. Bronze., General design - cent
coins - shield with coat-of'-arms surmounted by two arms holding aloft a flag
and supported by two standing natives, Half-cent-shield along, Date in exergue.
Edge plain, rev, top British North Borneo, in centre within a wreath vertically,
down 4 Chinese characters for the value, value across in Inglich, in exergue
Arabie,

5 cent 1887 on rev. in Chinese Yan Yuen Pan Fen (Sea Dollar half cent) and

helf cent.
cent 1882 on rev. in Chinese Yan Yuen &8 Fen (Sea Dollar 1 cont) and one cent,
cent 1890-1907 similar
oent " "

1903-30. State of North Borneo, General design. obv. in the fi=ld o coni-
of -arms same as on the cent. liotto on scroll pergo et peragce,

il e
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Silver coins have milled edge. rev. State of North Borneo and date in circle,
in centre within beaded circle numerals of value and cents,

cents nickel alloy
cents nickel alloy
cent nickel alloy

50 ocents silver
25 cents silver
10 oents silver

oo
[T

Straits Settlements coins also circulate as noted under Labuan.

LABUAN TSLAND: Situated just a few miles off the coast and only 35 sq.
miles in area, Labuan was ceded to Britain in 1846 by the Sultan of Brunei.

It has since been a sitrong base for cable and other communications and has
been a well developed area somewhat analogous to Hongkong in China. It is con-
trolled by Singapore, as it is part of the Federated Malay States, although it
is 725 miles from Singapore and only 6 miles from Borneo Coast. When Labuan was
a part of the Sultanate of Brunei it was known as "Sultana Island" and issued
ooins as follows;:-

SULTANA ISLAND (ILABUAN):

1 kepeng 1804 The Arms (consisting of ship on sea before mountains with sun
rising behind, in a shield.) rev. Malay insor.

d,  d 1835 Similar, Arms with one flag.,

i i ! Arms with two flags,

The coinage now used is that of the Straits Settlements (also that of
British North Borneo which circulates freely.)

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS COINAGE:

BRONZE :

7 oent 1845 head left rev. Bast India Co., value in wreath, date in exergue.
z " " similar

1 L L tt

" 1862 head left, rev, Value, date, India Straits etc., in 5 lines,

i
i " similar
1 n n "

Currency in Silver Dollars on a decimal basis, Prior to 1904 no Dollar
coin was struck, the dollars current in the Straits Settlements being the British
dollar and the Mexican dollar, The Straits Settlements coins circulate in dis-
tant places such as Labuan, Borneo, etc., beside the Federated Malay States,

1871-1901, General design. obv. inseription VICTORIA QUEEN. Head in profile
facing left. Beaded rims, silver coins have milled edge, as well
as the bronze ones from 1889, rev, STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, figures of
value in centre within beaded circle, except the Dollars, which
have an ornate cross of heart-shaped leaves, value in extenso and
date below.

50 cents Silver % dollar
20 " Ll
10 1" "
5 " n

1 cent Bronze plain edge
1+ n h f

a
f 1 1] L 1"
P
1 it " milled "
1 n n t n
f nw " " H
py
EDWARD 7+th: 1902-10. General design obv. Edward 7th King & Emperor, Bust in

Coronation Regalia facing right, rev. as above,

1 dollar Silver rev. similar to British Dollar.
& T T L & " prdvious issuc,
20 cents u similar
j_o ] 1 Hi

5 " " "
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GEORGE 5th 1911~-1935 Bust faces left otherwise similar.

1 dollar
50 cents:
2C cents
10 cents
5 cents

cents 1920-25 Nickel same design plain edge.
cent Bronze

5
1
1 " i}
£ " "n

1 cent squere (20,75mm)

GEORGE 6th coins - similar,

The Gecrge 5th dollar and new square cent were reduced in size principally
to prevent the smelting of such ocoing by the Chinese for the value of the
metal compared with the relative exchange value,

Approximate Bank Exchange rates 1934

Straits dollar 1.00 2/4
n "

8.93 = 20/~
u it 100,00 = Prench I'rancs 1310
i i 100,00 = U,8, Dollar 60,00
u ! 100,00 =  3iam Ticals 127
" il 1,00 = TIndia Rupee 1,50

During the war, Japan issued small denominetion aluminium coins, and alsc
specially printed notes which we understand were circulated in Borneo., Speci-
mens of some of these are displayed,

As far as the writer knows, the same divisions of territory will cbtain
now that the Japanese occupation is over, and doubtless we will soon be hearing
a great deal ebout the "mystery Island" of Borneo,

As it 1s potentially one of the richest Islands in the world it should be
mich more in the limelight, especially as many Australians and Americans have
had an opportunity. to "look it over", The future of these states in the new
organisationnof the Archipelago, should be a matter for great thought among our
statesmen,

Mr. Dale submitted an attractive series of exhibits including some examples
of the coinages of Straits Settlements, Dutch East Indies, Sarawak, British North
Borneo, and the Sultanate of Brunel, Also a series of postage stamps dep.cting
distinctive features of this area., A collection of Japanese invasion paper cur-
rency was also included.

Professor J. Rankine Brovm moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Dale for his inter-
esting paper, Mr. Sutherland seconded the motion, stating that the paper was a
ocredit to Mr, Dale. Mr. Johannes Andersen stated that the arca dealt with was of
interest to New Zealand in that the Polynesiasns, who were by some believed to
have come from India, left their mark in place-nsmes end specch in the Malay,Dutc
Eest Indies, and New Guinea Islands on their wey to the Pacific. The Europeans
discoversd Polynesie about 1521, but the Pacific hed been explored and its many
islands colonized by the Polynesians 2 thousand years bhefore that time, They
settled in New Zealand in 1150, and found a prior pecple here even then.

Mr., W.D. Perguson said that Borneo, Sarawek, end Brunel coins received littl
attention from the average collestor who generally possessed odd coins of thesw
areas, but after hearing the paper such oollectors would appreciate the intercar-
ing historical background of such issues and valuc their colns sccordingly.

15 Farm Road, ALLAN SUTHERTAMD,
Northland, Wellington., Hon. Secretary.
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REPORT OF THE 98th MEETING - 24th JUNE, 1946,

The 98th meeting of the Society was held at the Turnbull Library on the
24th June, 1948, Mr, Johannes C. Andersen, M,B.E., F.R.S.N.Z,, presided over
a good attendance of members,

CBITUARY: A motion of sympathy with kirs. J.T. Inkersell in the loss
of her husband, Mr. J.T. Inkersell, a menber of the Society, was passed, all
merbers standing as a mark of respest to his memoxy,

SIR JOHN RANKINE BROAN - CONGRATULATIONS: Mr. Johanncs Andcrsen said
that there was unanimity of opinion that the honour conferred on Sir John Ran-
kine Brown haed been well merited. Apart from his long and distinguiched ser-
vice, he had teken a keen interest in cultural and educational activities out-
side of University circles. He had contributed many excellent papers to the
Society, dealing mainly with the classicel period, end he had the capacity to
make these eras live, As one listened to him one could see characters in Romen
and Greek mythology and history, Kings, Queens, ladies, gentlemen and rasocals
passing in an imaginative promenade.

Colonel the Rev, D.C. Bates, Vioce~President, said that in the past such
high honeours were usually conferrcd on politiciens, and seldom on scholars and
scientists, It was indeed gratifying that the leading classical scholar and
teacher in New Zealand ned been honoured for his long and distinguished ser-
vice to the community.

Mr. Allan Sutherlend said that Sir John had brought distinction and
learning to the Society which he had ably served as President. His papers in
the classical field were not only appreciated in New Zealand, but attracted
attention abroad vhere invarisbly they were reprinted. The honour conforred
would be widely approved by his many friends and aex-pupils., :

Sir John Rankine Brovm said that he had had happy associations with the
Victoria University College, and as Vice Chancellor of the Senatec, He had
always been plesased to assist the N.Z, Numismatic Society. He had been grate-
ful for the widespread approval expressed regarding the honour., In humorous
vein he suggested that when the Govermaent and His Majesty conferrod a Knight-
hood, they should provide the Knight with a temporary secretary to cope with
the letters of congratulations., Fortunately the flood of such letters to him
had now trickled dovm to a rivulet thms cnubling him to get his correspondence
under control,

N MEMBERS LELECTED. Mr, J. Goldstein, 94 Alison Road, Randwick,
N.S.W. and Mr, A. Robinson, 32 Landscapc Rd., Mt. Zden., Bnquiries regarding
menbership wore received from Messrs. John K. Irons, Northampton, England,
H. Lew, Rochdale, Lancs., and C., Colborne, Worlebury, Somcrsct.

GENERAL. A welcome was extended to the Rev, D.C. Bates, first Presid-
ent of tho Society. Iirs, Lynch, 181 lianchester Strcet, Feilding, advised
that her exchange list for Junc had becn postponed until July, as morc items
were needed., Mr. A. Sutherland reported that the proposced peace medel to be
issucd in association with the Government had not bozn approved, Iumismatic
periodicals and price lists were tabled, including the report of the Mumismatic
Society of New South Weles, Vol. VIL, page 32-33, containing a paper by lUr. G.C.
Heyde listing a scries of Australian kangaroo pennices with dic-variations, not-
ably in conncction with the dot following PENNY, Reference was made to the necd
for & standardised display system for coins, and attention was drsvm to the
casy display systcm illustrated on page 230 of "Coins of the World" by Wayte
Raymond Inc.,, New York. Dcecided that members interested should comnunicate with
Secretary, Details of a private bank note for £1 issued by John Hughes on liay
9, 1812, in fair statc of prescrvation were tabled for possible salo. (Issued
at Brightolmston, Susscx),

PROPOSED TASAN MEDAT. Decided that a sub-committec consisting of the
President, Mr, ¥.D. Ferguson, Mr, James Berry and the Hon. Scerctary bc set up
to roport to the Annual ilceting regerding the desirability of issuing a Tasman
Ter-centenary medal,

In an address on THE COINAGE OF HENRY VII Mr., W.D. Ferguson said:-
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This coinage is of great interest in many ways. The period of this reign,
1485-150¢, was one of great propgress in commsrce, art and culture, and is usually
considered to mark the transition fron mediacval to moderm times,

The notable changes which were made to the coinage in this reign wonld be
looked for in this time of progress and development, but in addition I think
that these changes were, at least in part, duc to the King's cncouragement, and
perhaps to his orders. Henry's mother was a woman of learning and culture, and
at a time when it was less common for women to be well-educated than it is to-
day, As the hope of the Lancastrian perty in England Henry had at an carly age
been taken to the Continent for safcety, and was brought up there during the

reigns of ‘idwnrd IV and Richard III. He hed had a liberal cultural education,
and his love of the arts and of learning remained with him for the rest of his
life,

He maintained the standard of the weights and finencss of his gold and
silver coins, vhich had been sct in the latter part of the reign of Bdward IV,
the gold coin being 23 carats and 5% grains fine to % grain alloy, and the
silver being 11 oz, 2 dwts. finc to 18 dwbs. alloy. The gold was almost pure
gold, and thc silver was of the same standard that was afterwards uscd from the
time of Elizabeth down to 1920 on English coins., Owing to Henry's commercial
honesty and his habit of always paying debts on the duc dates, and of his care
to observe the letter, if not always the spirit, of any agrecment it is not
possible to imagine him dobasing his coinage, as his extravagant son did after-
wards, The worth of the coinagc of this reign is shown by onactments, which
vioro intended to prevent the axport of coins to the Continent or to Ireland,
and the import of Irish coins, which werc in this reign of cboubt one third less
weight than Znglish coins.,

In 1489 the first English sovorcigns of twenty shillings valuc were
struck; thesc werc magnificent coins, buing 1.6 inches across in sizc, and far
largor than any coins which had been strucle up to this time, Thuir name was
derived from their obverce design which showed the king scated on a throne,
crowned and holding soeptre and orb. The reverss showed a large double rosc
which was symbolical of the union of the roscs of Lancaster and York which wms
brought about by Ilenry's marriage with 2lizabeth of York, daughter of lidward IV.
In the contre of this rose was a shiold with the arms of England and France
quartered, There are several varicties of this coin, all extremely rare, and
no doubt most of them were melted down, Their weight is 240 grains,

4 ryal or 10/~ picce was also struck; this weighed 120 grains, and
showed the King standing in a ship wearing an arched crown and carrying a sword
and shicld, The reversc had a simplor form of the doublc rose, uhich bocame
knovm as the Tudor rose, and on this was a small shicld which for somu strange
and unkueown reason bore only the lilics of France, the English lions being
omitted. Only a fow spocimens of this coin are known today, and it is belicved
that they were struck bofore the sovercigns of 1489, and that thereafter the
issue was discontinued,

As in previous roigns angcls of 80 grains weight and 6/8d, in valuc <rerc
struck, These showed on the obverse St, Michacl picrcing a dragon, and on the
reverse a ship with a cross and o shicld over it. Thore are two varietics of
angcls, ond half angels wore nlso struck. These coins are mich less rore and
were no doubt the principal gold coins uscd,

The mmber of mints was greatly rcduced in this reign, possibly so that
the King could better supcrvisc the coinage; gold coins and groats were
struck at London only, and half-groats and smaller coins werc struck therc and
at Canterbury and York, and at Durham pennics only. Por the most part the
coins struck at the last named three minte werc struck by the Archbishops and
the Bishops of Durham under license, as had beon done since the reign of Edward
IV, thus roviving the old Saxon Ecclesiastical mints, The Archbishops and
Bishops usually put their initials, or some other mark, such as keys, on the
coins struck at their mints, as well as the King's head and titles. Also Arch-
bishop Morton of Canterbury used a tun for mint mark, being o robus of his namo
MorTON. I+ appears that for n time the King and Archbishop Horton operated the
Canterbury mint Jointly, the Archbishop roceiving o share in the profits: and
at onc time a Royal mint was operating in York Castle at the same time as the
mint in the Archbishop's Palaca,

The silver coins can usefully bo classed in three groups, although Brocke
classcs thom into five groups, The first onc had the old type of conventional
facing bust with open crovm, and cross and pellets on the roverse, as had been
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used since the time of Bdward I. Coins of this group were formerly confused
with those of Henry VI, and possibly an expert viould still be needed to
attribute some specimens, JTn the second group an important change was made,
the crovm worn by the Fing being shown with one or two arches, with or without
Jewels shown on the arches, This change was made about 1490, and some extreme-
ly rare groats, believed to be petternus, have a portcullis at the centre of the
reverse; the portoullis was the badge of the Leaufort family, (lenry's mother),
and it becam: one of the badges of the Tudor soveroigns.

Near the ond of Henry's :eign the most important and radical change was
made in the silver coinagc. A remarkably fine profile portrait head of Henry
was introduced; this was the work of a Cerman artist, Alcxander of Brugsal,
who is algo believed to have designed the sovereign, There is no doubt that
this portrait is a fine piece of work, as good or better than anything elsc
done at that time clsewhcre; and it was most probably an excellent likeness,
although no other prof'ile portrait of Henry is known, other than the effigy on
his tomb at Westminster Abbey. Littie scems to be known about the artist
Alcxander. At the same time the 0ld reversc was discarded for a new one show-
ing the royal shicld with arms of ¥ngland and France over a long cross, This
design remained the standard reversce for silver coins till the time of Charles
IT. Up till this issue no scrious attempt had been made to make a portrait of
the reigning king on English coins,

Another important development made at this time, or a little earlier,
was the strilking of shilling picces, or testoons, with the profile portrait
and shield reverse. This was the first time such large silver coins were
struck. They are very rare and are belicved to have been patterns only. 3till
another change was made by placing the numerals "VII" after the king's abbre-
viated namc "Henric", on the ncw groats and testoons. Except for the rare
gold penny of Henry IIT, this was the first time this was donc on 3nglish coins,
On some very rarc testoons and proats the word "Scpbtim" is used instead of the
numcrals, and in other cascs neithcer the VII or "Scptim" when the whole word
"Henricus" is at timcs used, It is regrettable that the Pine heads on the
testoons are so rarc, The groats of this profile coinago are fairly numerous
vwith the figurc "VII", Half groats of this type wore also struck at London,
Canterbury and York, At the time of the introduction of 4he arched-crovm type
groat an important change was made in thc design of the penny, cxccept at the
Canterbury mint, and the "Sovereign" typec was introduced; this showed the King
seated facing on & thronc, This design had not been usecd on pennies since the
reign of Edward the Confessor, and the revival of this design at this time
seoms strange as it is hardly suitaeble for such a amall coin as the silver penny.
The reverse had the shicld and cross, thuis anticipating its use on the reversc
of the shillings and groats, This design was contimied during the last years
of the profile coinage at ILondon and York; no pennies were struck at Canter-
bury or Durham after about 1500,

Halfpennics werc also struck, cxcept at Durham, of the open and arched
crown types, therc arc nonc of the sovercign and profile types. All arc now
rare. During this reign all silvor coins woighed about twelve grains to the
penny,

It is, T think, very probablec that the important change made in the coin-
age during his last fuw years, was duc to Henry's wish and direction. T4 is
said that no dotail escaped his attention, snd his love of money and the power
which money gave him, would load onc to expect that he would give closc atten-
tion to his coinage, Morcover, hc was cver anxious %o increasc the power and
prestige of his kingdom, Under his wise rulec the standard of wealth and learn-—
ing of his subJocts rosc considerably after the times of wars and turmoil of
the previous reigns, and it is not surprising that the coinage would sharc in
this improvement.

The king had a culturecd mind and his love of the beantiful is shovm by
the magnificent Lady Chapel in Westminster Abbey, begun in his reign and called
after him, In thosc deys the coinage was the servant of commerce which he
sought always to incrcase, for cxumplc, by enacting that all trade to and from
ingland should only be carried in finglish ships. Whether such lews are wise
or not is not for the numismatist to say. Honry VITI is sometimes credited
with buing the founder of the nglish navy, and if this was so he certainly
had had ideas of his father to profit by,

It is possible that it was only bad luck that prevented Columbus sailing
from an Znglish port under Henry VII's patronnge on his first great voyage to
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America, Although Henry's encouragement of the Cabots at first might have been
greater, at least after their first successful voyage to the west and the dis-
covery of Newfoundland, he gave them the means to make further voyages of dis-
covery; and Henry might, I think, be called the first British Empire builder,
He loved money for the power it gave him, he wanted the reality of power and
not the outward pomp of royelty. This love of money was to lead in his later
years to his habit of inflicting extortionate fines unjustly, which mekes the
one great blot on his character., At thec same time this was also done to curb
the power of his nobles, and prevent any onc subject becoming too rich and
powerful; this was a constant policy of the three chief Tudor sovereigns,

At least Henry succeeded in leaving England richer and more prosperous than
when he landed in 1485, and he was a power to be reckoned with on the Contin-
ent,

Henry VII had no personal vanity but he was ever anxious that his King-
dom should not be behind others in progress and culture, and thus it is not
surprising that he should wish to emuleate, or improve upon, profilec portrait
coins and medals which had then recently appeared, and werc fast increasing on
the Continent. For example, there were the gold coins of Spain, with faoing
busts of Ferdinand and Isabella; fine heads in profile of the Emperor Max-
millian I had appeared, and also Henry's rival, Louis XII, of France, had had
coins atruck with his head in profile, though less attractive than Henry's.
Henry had dealings with all these monarchs, and most probebly saw these coins.

Moreover, as a man of culturc he maintained close relations with some
of the asmaller rulers of Italy, vwho at that time led the world as patrons of
letters, art and culture. One of these, Guidobaldo Montefeltro, Duke of Ur-
bino, who with his beautiful and accomplished wife, Elizabeth Gonzaga of
Mantua, kept one of the most brilliant and accamplished courts in those times,
and he had a bust of himself in profile on his coins., Duke Guidobaldo was
made a Knight of the Garter in 1504, about the time, it is thought, that the
profiile testoons were struck. A native of Urbino was then in Henry's employ-
ment, Among many others one might also mention the Popes of the della Rovere
family, Sixtus IV and Julius II, who werc famous patrons of the arts, and the
latter especially had fine coins and medals struck with his head thereon in
profile, The della Rovere and Montefcltro families werc related by marriage.
So there seems ample reason for thoe striking of Henry's portrait coins.

One likes to think that Henry was pleased with his oraftsman's achieve-
ment, and it is fortunate for us that we can sce on these coins the clear cut
and prominent features of this far-seeing, if unloved, monarch, IHe was fifty
two years old at the timc of his death, and he would be sbout forty scven
when the dies for the portrait coins worc made., (Reference Miss Helon Farquhar,
British Numismatic Society's Journals).

Mr. Ferguson exhibited several specimens to illustratce the papcr., On
the motion of Mr, A. Quinnell, scconded by Mr., A. Sutherland, and supported by
the Rev. D.C. Batos and Mr. Johanncs Andérsen, a hearty vote of thanks was ac-
corded to Mr, Ferguson, Nr., Quinnell referred to the value of numismatics in
lighting history, the Rev. D.C. Bates contrasted the high standard of coinage
of Henry VII with the debased coinage of his son, Henry VIII. Mr. Andersen
said that apparcntly royal portraits prior to Henry VII were not real portraits.
In the Nurenberg Chronicle he had noticed that for the portraits of notable
people',thc same "portraits" that appeared in the earlier part of the book re-
appeared over other names in later parts, the assumption apparently being that
the reader had not carried the earlicr ones in his memory.

ALILAN SUTHERTAND,
15 Farm Road,
Northland, Wellington. Hon. Seorctary.

A cross in squarc indicates that your subscription

for the ycar Just closcd rcmains unpaid. '




Vol. III
THE NEW ZEATAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Page 120

15th ANNUAL REPORT AND BATANCE SHEET

The Council of the New Zealand Numismatic Society has the honour to
present its 15th Annual Report and Balance Sheet for the year ended 3lst hay,
1946,

The notable event during the Socicty's year Just closed has becn the
termination of the war., Proposals were inmediately advanced for the issue,
in association with the Government, of a Victory Medal but the Govermment did
not agree to the proposal., Meantime, the uneasy nature of the Peacc has, to
some extent, dampened the initial enthusiasm, The ter-centenary of Tasman's
discovery of New Zealand occurred in 1942, during the war, when the issue of
a commemorative medal could not be considered., The guestion of issuing a Tasman
portrait medal, with a reverse symbolising New Zealand's war effort, is being
considered as an alternative.

The Council regrects to record the passing of several members, some of
whom have rendered outstanding servicc to the Bociety. The influx of new
members has been satisfactory. The membership roll stands at 4 Honorary, 29
Life subscriptions and 72 ordinary members, or a total of 105 and there are
30 exchanges. All service members have now returncd to New Zealand.

The standard of papers rcad beforc the Society has been well maintain-
ed, The reports indicate the educational value of the study of the science
of numismatics, and the importance of coins and medals as keys to contempor=
ary history. The question of printing and iilustrating reports to stimilate
membership, partiocularly emong high schools and colleges, is to be considered
by the incoming Council,

For and on bchalf of the
Council of the N.Z. Numismatie Society,

JOHANNES C. ANDERSEN,

Prosident.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT, JULY 1st, 1945, to JUNE 30th, 1946

Lisbilities £ s.d. Assots £ s. 4,
CAPITAL, ACCOUNT : Cash at P.0.S.B. Do - 6 5 7
Balanco as at 30.6.45 .. 191 2 4 Trust A/c. P.0.S,B. 5 131 7 10
Receipts: Subscriptions .. 18 0 O National Savings .. .. 91 3 6

Composite g 28 7 O

Donations .o 2 0 0

Interest . 10 7 6

249 18 10

Payments .. i ile s 21 1 11
£228 16 11 £228 16 11

Audited and found corrcct:
W. CHETWYND,
Hon, Auditor.
G. C. SHERWOOD,
Hon. Treasurer.

WELLINGTON,
23rd July, 1946.
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REPORT OF THE 99th MEETING (15th Annual) - 29th JULY, 1946

The 15th Annual Meeting of the Soct ety was held at the Turnbull Iibre
the 29th July, 1946. Mr. Johannes C. Andersen, M.B.H., F.R.5.¥.%Z., presidlez.on
The minutes of the previcus annual meeting were confirmed. Apologles were re-
celved from Rev. D,C.Bates, Messrs, J.L,Griffin, Hassell Martin, A.L.Moller,
GsNorman, A.H,Palmer, D Shonnen., It was reported that Sir John Rankine Brown and
Mre C.Gllbertson were indisposed and 1t was decided to wrlte to them sending the
good wishes of those present. Mr, Sutherland reported that 1t was hoped that
Mr. S.R.McCallum, Vice-President, Wazganui, would be present, but apparently he
could not make the jJourney. Mr. Medullum had sent a cheque for £5 for a com-
posito 1lfe subscription and oxchanze feos, and he desired that the balance of
£1.15.0d be troeated as a donaticn, Hv wrote regarding the desirability of in-
creasing the subscriptions and stated that, as a country member, he greatly ap-
preclated the monthly roports, whichwero informative and Interesting. Declded
to thank Mr., McCallum for his appreciative roferences and to invite him to submit
anothor paper to the Soclety.

OBITUARIES: THE IATE MRS, C. J. LYNCH, FELIDINGy Mr., Sutherland esaid that
members wonuld be grieved to learn of the passing of Mrs. Iynch on the 25th July.
Mrs., Lynch was an active member of the Soclety and was one of the few who
speclalised in the Furopean and Roman fislds. She Imd the welfare of the Soclety
at heart and was keenly anxious to develop interest in coinsg and medals among
students of high schools and colleges, as an adjumet to education. She dld her
best to make the exchange scheme work. He recent paper on Roman Colns showed
that she had a flalr for history. Mr, Sutherland sald he had recelved a letter
from Mrs, Iynch from the Palmerston North hospltal stating that she had under—-
gone an operation and would be in hospltal for another fortnight, and therefore
she would not be able to attend the annual meeting as she had wished, A messags
wishing her a speedy recovery had been sent, and on the 26th her husbaend tele-
graphad that she had passed away. Frobadbly the best tribute to her memory would
be for the Soclety to persevere with her smecial wish that numismatics should be
fostored among high schools, thereby layilng the foundation for future membership.
A motion of sympathy with Mr, Mervyn Lynch was passed, all members standing as
e mark of respect to the memory of Mrs. ILynch.

TEY LATT MR. VWILLI PELS, C.M.G., DUNEDIN, Mr, A. Sutherland sald that
since the previous meseting Mr. Willi Fels, a Vice-President of the Society, had
mssed away. He was borm 1858, was a foundation member of the Soclety and one
of the leading numismatists in the Dominion. As Chairman of the D,I.C. and H.B.,
and as a wealthy man, he was able to travel widely, and in his travels acquired
some superb specimens. On a few occaslons, Mr. Sutherland sald, he had enjoyed
the hospitality of Mr. Willl Fels at his home in Iondon Strest, Dunedin, where
he had seen some of his treasures. The collection included soms Papal colns
~ and Bulls, Roman, Greek, and Furopean coins and some attractive modern plaques.

During the slttings of the Coinage Uommittee, 1933, Mr, Fels took & keen inter-
est in the proposal that a decimal coinage be introduced and his suppert, comling
as 1t dld from one of the leading business men of New Zealand, was invaluable.
At his own cost, Mr. Fels brought out 50 volumes of reports donated by the
British Namismatic Soclety to the New Zealand Numlsmatlc Soclety. On his last
vislt to Wolilngton Mr, Fels told with pride how he had catalogued and housed
hie glft collection of colns in the Willi Fels wing of the Otago Museum, This
edopted son of New Zealand grew to love the country and, although forty or more
years! residence had not altered hls native nccent, hls heart was here, and his
memory would long be honoursd among educationists for the Maori and Yumi smatic
c0llectlions and other gifts he had glven into the people's care for the educa-
tion of posterlity.

Mr. P, Watts Rule, F.N.Z.I.A., T™maru, wrote: "I was vory grlieved to learn
of the denth of Mr. Willi Fels, of Dunedin. One of the most unforgettable days
I have ever spent was at hls house "Manono," in January of last year, when he
ghowed ry wifo and me his lovely garden and some of his tremsures in the house.
After lunch, I spent the whole afternoon with him in the basement of the Otago
Maseum, looking through the gremt collectlon of coims and medals which he had
presanted to the Museum and was then personally cataloguing. He was a true
connolsseur and he had a most charming personallby,"
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Mr, W.D.Ferguson submitted the follewing 1list of benefactions .
Fels to the Otago Museum; 1924, a splendid collection of ethnograpzcmrme.tgﬂﬁ
and of Orlental Arms, added to wntinuously in later yearsgy 1939, a collection
of books on numlsmatics and of catalogues, together with g 00llection of more than
59000 colns and medals contained in two large cabinets fitted with trays. In-
cluded wers wpwards of 1,000 Greck colns, more than 340 Roman, more than 100 aes
grave, and more than 1,300 coins and msdals of the Popes, The coln catalogue
Inauvgurated by Mr. Willl Fels has passed the six thcusand mark, In addition to
presenting hls valuable cmllections of Maorl and Pacific Islands material, he
organised a campalgn to raise funds for a new wing to the Museum to house 1%,
whlch was cpened in October, 1930, and 1s called after him ~ the Willi Fels Wing.

Mr, Johannes Andersen sald 1%t was disconcerting to see so many of our members
passing away. It made one remember that the scythe of death was always moving
around and one never knew, with the next thrusi, who would be the next to €0
Shakespeare sald;-

For in that sleep of death what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,
Must glve us pause:

But whllst 1t gave us pause, 1t need not clve us feary; the present world,
which we must all leave, is so0 beautiful that there 1s no need to fear the world
to come, which we all must enber: 4f life 1s ebternal, so ip its beauty. Iandor,
too, was prophetic: he sald:-~

Death stands above me, whispering low
I know not what into my ear:

Of his strange language all I know
Ig, there 1s not a word of fear.

Older people could be philosophical, but all desply regretted the passing
of those whe appeared to have meny years ahead of them, and who suddenly passed
from us.

A motlon of sympathy with the relatives of Mr, Willi Fels was passed, all
members standing as a mark of respect to his memory.

PROPOSED TASMAN MEDAL:;  The sub~committes presented a prelimlnary report
on the proposal that the Soclety should sponsor the perlodical lssue of medals
commemorating historical figures in New Zealand history. The sub-committes
favoured the 1ssue of & Tasman medal, as belng the first in chronological se-
guence.

Mr. A. Sutherlend reported that he had dlscussed the project with the
Wetherlands Consul, +ho was very interested, and who promlsed to procure a pro-
f1le portralt of Tasman and to give a summery of his 1llfe from recent Dutch works.
Perhams the Consul would consent to be & gusst speaker at a future meeting. A
Tasman medal wlth an ettractlve reverse could probably be sold in Holland, the
‘United Xingdom and U.S.A, DECIDED, That the sub-commlttee obtain quotations for
stated quantities from Amor Pty., Sydney, Messrs, Mayer and Kean, and Royal Mnt,
the sizo to be similar to the N.Z, Centennlal Medal. Details as to when the
medals could be delivered were to be glven vhen the sub-committee reported.

NEW MEMBERS were elected as follows:

Mrs., M, Broad, 76 Oxford Street, Dumedin, S.I1.
Mrs, R.S.Humphreys, Balfour, Southland.
Mrs, Mary C. Hamilton, "Cloverdon," Iumsden~Mossburn R.D.

TROPOSED INCORPORATION OF SOCIEIY, AND REVISION OF RULES: Mr, ¥. Chetwynd
sald the incorporation of the Soclety would be advantageous in that 1t would
mke the organisation an entlty, and not merely a colleotion of individuals.

The only fee was £2.2.04 for reglstration and there was a small fee for reglster-
ing alterations to rules. Copy of rules had to be lodged, also annual balance
gheets., DECIDED, on motion of Mr. A,Quinnell, seconded by Mr, Hornbdblow, Thal
the incorporation of the Soclety be proceeded with after the rules of the Soclety
had been revised and simplified where necessary, such revised rules to be sub-
ml tted for approval prior to incorporation., The sub-committee to conslst of the
{incomlng President, Hon. Secretary, Eon, Treasurer and Mr, W,D.Ferguson, wlth
power to add, Mr, Chetwynd consented to submlt full detalls, and to asslet in

M nplislng the proposal.
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SOCIETY OF MEDALLISTS, U,S.A. DECIDID, Mut Soclety become a corporate
member of this Soclety, the object being to secure for the Soclety!s collection
two medals annually 1ssued by the Soctety gratis.

BRITI SE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY; DECIDED That the Soclety should become a cor-
porate member of the above Soolety (£1.1.04 per annum) the object being to build

gn fh: 50 volumes of Reports of the British Numismatic Soclety presented to the
oclety.

PENDING DEPARTURE OF MR, JOHANNES ANDERSEN, M.RB.B. -~ ELBCTION OF PRESIDENT,
Mr, Johannes Anderser sald that probably before the next meeting he and Mrs.
Andersen would have changed their place of residemce to Auckland., He regrotted
that this would sever hls close and pleasant association wlith the Soclety, of
which he had been President duveing the whole of the war perlod, He moved, That
Mr, Allan Sutherland be elected Presidont.

Mr. W,D.Forguson sald membdors regretted that that would probably be the last
moeting of the Soclety which Mr, Andersen would attend, other than on his occas-
ional visits to the Olty. Mr. Andersen had done much for the Society and, since
becoming President seven years ago, he had att ended every meetlng except on three
occasl ons when he was out of Wellington. That was a wonderful record for a gen—
tleman who had passed the half-century mark. Mr, Anlersen was always ready to
glve his assistance for the benefit of the Soclety and his vast store of know-
lodge of Polynedl an and New Zealand history had been reflected in many interest-
ing and valuable papers and addresses recorded in the reports. The fact that the
Soclety was anle to meet in such pleasant surroundings was due largely to Mr,
Andersen and to his successor, Mr, Teylor, and members wished to express sinecere
thanks for that much appreciated privilege. Mr. Andersen!s work in every fleld
was a real labour of love, and he was always out to see what he could glve.
Although born overseas, he was brought up in Christchurch, one of the few parts
of New Zealand where one could not find much native bush and there were few
Maoris or native birds there, yet these were three of the principal of Mr., Ander-
senls many interests,

Although, unfortunately, members were farewelling Mr, Andersen, they were
eble to find a sultable successor, and he had pleasure in seconding the motlon
that Mr. Allan Sutherland be elected as President. Mr, Suthsrland was eminently
fitted to undertake that duty. Although his study of numlsmatics covered most
flelds, the Soclety was at least a New Zealand Soclety, and Mr, Sutherland was
mexcolled in his knowledge of New Zealand numismatics. Hls book on that subject
was a standard work, belng the result of great labour and consldersble research.
So far as the speaksr knew, Mr. Sutherland was the only person who had carried
oubt research in the purs fleld of New Zealand numismatics, and he had covered the
fleld completely. He had carried out research in the archlves in England and
elsewhere, and an-one who had been for a trip to Fngland Jmew the saorifice of
time that that in.olved, Apart from hisprofessional work, which carried him %o
the seats of the mighty, he was well equipped in other ways to assist the work of
the Soclety. During the war years he had carrled a heavy load and yet had been
ablo %to devote some time to the affalrs of the Soclety, mnd 4t was fortunate
that the Society had been able to carry on when similar socletles elsewhers had
had to go into recess.

Mre A Quinnell eld it was an extraordinary thing that people who were not
natives of a country often took a keener interest in that country that natlve
residents, Probably they were able to sse more clearly the things that were
accepted as commonplace by the natives, and they had a different slant or outlook.
Hlstory was passing; the old Maorl was dying out and comparatively few pure-
blooded Meoris remained. A tremendous amount of knowledge was necessery to
mnderstand the Maorl language and the Maori mind and to think 1n thelr language.
In a smell country like New Zealand, with a small cultural population, few were
able to devote time to the subject of research. Much leisure was required to
follow clues in order to plece together the fragments of tho past, Postorlty
would owe much to Mr. Andersen, whose work would llve as a monument %o his in~
dustry end scholarship.

The motl on was arried wlth acclamation.
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Mr, Sutherland saeild that he had intended %o meve that Mr, Ferguson, who
hed prior ~laims, be elected President, but Mr. Andersen had forestalled him.
He thanked all member for the honour they had conferred on him. He had been
Hon., Secretary for fifteen years and he knew most of the members of the Soclety
personally. He appreciated thelr friendship and he would do everything in his
power to justify the coniidence reposed in him, He regretted most cincerely
that Mr, and Mrs, andersen would soon be leaving Wellington. Tho Society owed
a Geep debt of gratituds to Mr, Andersen, firsily as Librarian of the Turnbuil
Iibrary and, later, as President of the Soclety. As an eminent man of letters he
had glven membors vivid glimpses of hls stcrehouse of knowledge and bad 1llumingt-
8d  papers vith interesiing historical facts and sldelights. The mesetings would
not bo the same without hils genial presence and his kindly interest in members.,
He would always be welcome on hls visits to Welllngton.

Mr. Johannes Andersen sald his departure to Auckland would take him away
from pleasant associutions with the memboers of the Soclety. The N.Z. Numismatic
Soclety was the most interesting and harmonious assoclation with which he was
conneoted. Although all the members had individualities cf thelr own, they were
able to sink their individnalitles in the interests of the Soclety. This was
exempllried 1n the progress or the Soclety end the enjoyment all expexienced in
attondine meetings. He thanked Mr, Perguson for his gensorous remarks and the
agsistance he had at all times glven, also Mr. Hormblow - who, he understood,
oould not accept ths position of Hon. Secretary because of pressure of work -
also Mr, Sherwood, Hon, Treesurer, and Mr, Sutherland, Hon. Secretary, fer the
help they had glven hin during his term of office. He wished the Soclety every
suscess, and he would endeavour to keep 1n touech durling hils oocasional visits to
the olty,

QFFICERS FOR THE INSUING YEAR were elected as follows:-

PATRON; His Zxcellency Lt.--Gereral Sir Bernard Freyberg, V.., &.C.M.G.,y
%,0.B., K.B.E. (Sabjuct to his consent). .

HON., LIFT PATRON: Viscorwmt RBledisloe, PyCuy GoC.M.G., K.B.H,, D,Sc,

PRESIDENT: F». Allan Sutherland, 7, R.N.S.

VICZ-PRISIDENIS: St Join Honham, Bt , Dorsety Messrs, J.C,Entrlcan,
Auckland; F.K.Cemeron, Hawera; Archdeacon G.H,Gavln, ¥,R.N.S.,
New Plymouths; S.R.McCallum, A.P.ANGZ., Wanganwds M. Soloman,
Napler: Jchannes (, #nCecsen, M.B.E., F,R.S.W.2.y3 Rev. D.0,
Bates; Sir Jokn Pankine Brown, M.A,; LTL,D., Sir James Elllott,
M.D.; F.E.A.C.E.3 J.W.Isenan, C.B,E., LL«B., E.Gllbertson,
Wellington; W.Je.Dale, M.P.S., Ph,C», Christchurch; F.Watts Rule,
P.N.2.1.4,, Timaruy H,G.Willlams, Dunedin and J,Robertson, Inver-
carg.1l.

OOUNCIL: Messvs, W.D.Ferguson, G.C.Sherwood, A.Quinnell, E,Horwood and
R.%Walrolie.

HON, SECRETADY: Mr. James Berry, Box 23, Wellington, Telephonej 17-236,

HON, ASSISTANT SECRDTAXY ; Mr, M.Hornblow,

HON, TRELSURYR; Mr, Eassell Martin, 20 Hay Street, Wellington, E,1,

Televhons: 51~310,
HOY., AUDITOR: Mr, W,Chetwynd.

A vote of thanks was accorded to retiring officers, Members expressed
pleasure that Mr. Jeames Berry, the medal and stamp designer had accepted the
positlon of Hon, Sscretary, ardi that Mr, Sherwood, although relinquishing the
position of Hon, Treasurer, would still accept subscriptions from members If
that was more convenlent to members in the city.,

A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. H.R.Teylor, Iibrarian, Turnbull
Ilbrary, for his contimed assistance to the Soclety.

PROPOSED PRINTINS OF REPCRIS: This matter was dlscussed at some length,
Mhe moin conslderaiion in the minds of members was that the reports, belng a
polnt of cortact wiih menwers owhalde of Welllngton, should not be too infrequent,
but, on the other wmnd, seversl memicrs considered that the printlng of reports
would enable them %o be Lillustrated and thoat that would stimulate memboership.
Ore suggsstion wae thnt revorss Lo circulated as at present dut that o vook of
gelacios parers anl articles, sultably illustrated, be lssued annunlly cr ab
leng-‘-:h‘.er_ périodm. ir, Barry wncerscok to ascertaln cost of printing in foolscap
ghizee, DATTDID, That the mather be referred to the incoming Councll and offi-
cors with A recommancoiion thet the oroposal to print reports be seriously con-
gldered, and ways and means gone Into.
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ROOSEVELT DIMES: Fifty U.S.A. dlmes just 1ssued bearing the portralt of
Prosldent Roosevelt were presented to the Soclety by Captain M,H.0'Day, an
American member of the Society, DECIDED, That members be glven an opportunity
to secure one speclmen each at ls,3d., plus postage (from Hon, Treasurer) and
that 25 specimens be reserved for members outside of Wellington, A hearty vote
of thanks was accorded to Oaptain O!'Day.

STORY OF A DIMB: Mr, Andersen sald that vhen in Balboa he wanted a darkle
taxi driver to take him to a consulate at Panama. The journey took more than an
hour and the driver was obviously tarrying for a tip. When he was asked to
hurry, the driver sald "There 1s plenty of time." Mr, Andersen gave him a tip
-~ a balboa - worth ten times more than a dime., After spending some time at
Panama, Mr, Andersen went back to Balboa to join a ship end there, in a crowd,
the darkle racognised him,coming up and saying "Iook what you gave me." '"What
ddd I give you?" sald Mr. Andersen, and the reply was "You only gave me & balboa,"
The balboa was one that had been put aslde for his colleotion and he was glad to
get 1t back in exchange for a dime, and both parties were satiafled.

BANEING s DECIDED, on the motion of Mr., ¥W.D,Ferguson, seconded dy Mr.
Quinnell, That Mr, Hassell Martin be authoriged to operate the N.Z, Numismatic
Soclety's ordinary account No. 608213 in the Post Office Savings-bank, as eole
trustee, in lleu of Mr. G.C.Sherwood, thie authority to date from 15th August,

1946.

ACCOUNTS were passed for payment as follows: ZIEnvelopes, foolscap, £1,16.5d;
Postage, Annual report, 1ls.ld; R.MWatson, addressograph plates, £2,1.3d:
Total £4.8,9d.

MXEIBITS: Mr. A, Quinnell exhibited a series of Japaness invasion notes
for the Philippiness Mr. M,Hornblow, three medals commemorating the Itallan
campalgn: Mr, W.,D.Fergusen, a Scottlsh merk, of Charles II, aand a shilling of
George II, with & curlous raised cross under the chin of the portrait. Mr, Suth-
srland exhibited a portralt medal of Tasman, and a collection of Paclfic native
ghell and other money, includlng strings of coco-nut and shell beads, an axe-
head from the Paciflc Islands, and specimens of New Zealand glossy black obsidian
(a.lmost the sl lver money of the Maorl but also used as a cutting agent) and dull
black obsidian of Hawall., Mr. S.Jackson exhiblted a silver medal issued by the
Olydesdale Horse Soclety of New Zealand (S.482).

WEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on the last Monday in the
month ~ 26th August, 1946, at 7.30 p.m.

JAMES BERRY,
Hon. Secretary.

Box 23,
WELLINGTCN,
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THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REPORT OF 100th MEETING - 26th AUGUST, 1946

The 100th meeting of the Society was held at the Turnbull Iibrary on 26th
August, 1946, Mr, Allan Sutherland, Presldent, occupled the Chair, The minutes
of the previous meeting were confirmed.

THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, Fraternal greetings were re-
celved from the President, snd pleasure was expressed regarding the renewal of
activities of that Society, also that the Mumlsmatic Association of Vietoria had
been constituted, Reports tabled from the Numismatic Soclety of New South Wales
showed that that Soclety was continulng to progress,

PATRON OF THE SOCIETY, A letter was received from His Excellency the
Governor~General, Sir Bernard Freyberg, consenting to the invitation of the
Soclety to become 1its Patron.

CORRISPONDINCE was read, including an enquiry from Tel Aviv for particulars
of milltary and emergency currency issues in the Pacific during the war, A copy
of the latest Standard catalogue of the Coins of GrestBritain and Ireland (Seaby,
1945 Edition) was presented to tha Soclety was Mr, L,J,Dale, of Christchurch,
Well illustrated throughout, this catalogue was a most useful acquisition for the
Society!s lidrary. Members expressed appreclation of the gift, and the Secretary
sald he would thank Mr, Dale, Coples of this catalogue can be obtained by mem-
bers at 7s.0d. sach, post free,

FRIZNDS CF THE TURNBULL LIBRARY, The MNumismatic Soclety has been fortunate
in being allowed to hold its meetings in the Turnbull Iibrary during the past
fifteen years. As a gesture of appreciation it was declded that the Soclety be-
come a corporate members of "The Friends of the Turnbull Iibrary," annual sub-
seription 10s,6d., the President to represent the Numlsmatic Society at the meet-
ings.

100th MEETING OF SOCIETY, Mr, James Berry stated that that meeting was a
milestone ir the history of the Soclety in that the century mark had been reached
so far as mestings were concerned,

"HOLwY" DOLLARﬁ, SYDNEY, Mr, W,D,Ferguson drew attention to an erticle,
"Te Dawn of Freedom," in "Current Problems Digest," in which reference was made
to the sllversmith who "cut the dollars for the Government," and the brutal way
in which he wes treated, allegedly for trespaseing in Government House grounds
when Governor lMacquarie was Governor of New South Wales. The artlicle states:

"The grounds of Government House in Sydney had been laid out im nlots and
walks, and although they were enclosed by a brick wall, gateways had been pro-
vided to allow the public convenlent access, Governor Macquaris, however, com-
plained that the privileges which he offered were being abused; trespassers had
broken dovn the wall, . . . In 1816 he issued instructions forbidding anyone from
entering the domain, . . . Bubt the results were dilsappointing, BSome arrests wers
made, but the Maglstrate refused to take a serious view of the matter and usually
let offenders off with a scolding., . . Macquarie took action himself, and by dint
of a little stratezy secured a bag of elght offenders. Willlam Henshall was one
of these, and his sworn declaration read:-

"William Henshall, of Sydney, sllver smith, duly sworn saith: On the 19th
April, 1816, I went acrose the wall that 1s broken down on the slde of
Hyde Park, I had no sooner got in . , ., before some constables in ambush
jumped out and told me I was their prisoner. I asked them what for and
for why, ané they answered ms it was sn order from the Governor to take me,
or eny persons high or low, into custody. I was taken to the Gaol, The
Gaoler said he was sorry to inform us that he had got a warrant fo inflict
corporal punishment upon us, VWhen he read the warrant, he said look at
the back. It 1s written On Government Service, I gaid the Governor
certainly must be mistaken: he dont know me, But he sald, I explained
thoroughly that you were the person that cut the dollars for the Govern-
ment. "

Presumably this was the officially-ordered process of cutting out a central nlece
from the Spenieh dollars then circulating, and overstamplng them "New South
Wales, 1813."  Contlinuing, Henehall sald,
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"With that, the Trlangles were brought forward « » « Ivas ordered to strip
and I received 25 lashes by the common hangman , . , After that Mr, Oubitt
sald "pay your fees and go sbout your business,! He sald that the fees of
the gaol for a free person was three shillings sterling, or five shillings

currency; I pald 1t and came my ways. I was never taken before a Magis-~
trate, nelther the Governor nor anybody else,"

Andrews states that Mr, D.Wentworth "was generally employed, bdbut much sus-
pected of coining dumps" (the centre of the dollar which was also overstamped and

officlally used as a coin) , ., , "and was employed to cut out the dumps from the
dellars,"

Henshall, when complaining of his treatment, stated "All the colony can
speak to my character, and that I was trusted by the Government with near 40,000
dollars and both made the tools to cut them, and had sbove 1,000 dollars in my
possession at a time,"

As a result of a public outery the Governor was later himself strioped of his
autocratic povers, with the passing in 1823 of the I, 85,W, Judicature ict, setting
up a Supreme Court,

COINS AND COIN COLLECTING was the subject of a papsr by Mr, Reginald Saw
submitted by Mr, C., Brunt, Editor of the Banker, and published in "The 0ld Iady,"
London, The paper was read by the President, and is as follows:-

"The most famous saying in history in relation to a coln is undoubtsdly
Christ's "Render wnto Caesar the things that are Oaesar's,” To the Pharlsees who
tempted Him He had said "Shew Me a penny, VWhose image and superserliption hath
1t?" They answered and sald, "Caesar's." "4 penny" says the A V,, but Mgr,
Knozfs nev translation says "a silver coln," for indeed this "tridbute money' was
a little silver denarius (rather smallor than a shilling) of the Roman Imperor
Tiberius, an adopted son of Augustus, It is not one of the "scarce' coins dut
is soon sold, When one remembers that in the course of time coins pass from hand
to hand and from country to country, there is always a remotepossidility of ac-
quiring the very coln that once lay in Christls hand. The "pileces of silver" for
which Judas betrayed his Master are supposed to have been the ten-drachma pleces
of Antioch. I have often thought how Impressive thirty specimens of this coln
would be if arranged in a case with interior 1lighting let into the wall of a
cathedral,

"I quote theee two instances to show how interesting a coln can be apart
from 1ts store of value, which depends elmost wholly on two factors — rarity and
condition. OCoins worth collecting should be in good condition, as near Mint
state as possible, wlithout a scratch or blemish of any kind., Particularly in the
case of silver coins (for silver ic a soft metal) the careful collector will seek
those colns which have been kept in e2binets, on cloth disce in countersunk holes,
and been massed on from one careful collector to another, from generation to gen-
eration. Such silver coins acquire a patina, a sort of sheen or delicate tar-
nish, sometimes & steely blue, sometimes gold—blue, which 1s the very bloom on
the metal nnd is indiceted in catalogues by ths letters FDC ("fleur de coin', not
as the schoolboy thought, "felrly decent coin"), This patina does not appear on
gold colns but 1t hms an effect on the valus of silver and must never be removed,
To polish a coin is fatal to its appearance and reduces its value at once by half,
A plerced or mounted coin also loses heavily in "colleetor's value," Silver vhich
has been "shone up" takes on a staring whiteness and copper turns a harsh tawny
hue, Never "shine up" & coin, Silver can be gently scrubbed in hot soapy water,
copper burnished with a short-halr dry brush which imparts a radlance without
changing the tone oroduced by time,

'The average collector will content himself with silver and copper, beginning
his Inglieh serles with the first modern-type screw-mill coin, that of Cromwell
(1658) and adding the collateral Scottish, Irish, Colonial and Anglo-Hanoverian
series, Here ls = wlde field to cover and there are plenty of expenslve coins
for those who can afford them, Always buy coins in the best condition you can
afford, thers are nover %too many of thece and always too many of the worn ond
shebby sort, as you will soon élscover vwhen you try to sell, However, therz is
jugt ome groun of colns which you vill probably never even see in pristins con-
d1tion, and that is the Scottlieh covper (L.e. before 1707). The legend of Scots
carefulness may be a joke but it is a hard fact that bawbees and bodles cre al-
woye rother worny they have had to work hard for the canny Scot before he mrted
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with them and let them go South of the Border, However, thera are plenty of
sllver and copper coins to be picked up quite cheap, even in good condition, and
the charm of collecting consists largely in this quest after hidden treasure in
shops and elsewhers,

"A friend of mine recently picked up a scarce Charles I half-crown of the
Bristol Mint in good condition for ten shillings and worth twenty-five times that
sum, 4And this within 100 yards of Charing Cross Station, It may not be your
luck to turn up 2 pot of gold in your allotment or find a half-sovereign in a
potato-root, sti1ll less to light upon a bright hoard of some 28,000 (mostly new)
Roman coins as occurred when workmen were digging the foundations for Marks &
Spencer!s shop at Dorchester, but the collector has his surprises and the long-
sought coin vill turn wp somewhere some day,

"Coins arc rather heavy 4in bulk, and 1t is better to have smmll (E=tray)
cablnets and to limit one's range in some way by having a speclal line off the
beaten track (I chose the George I coins and the Irish series), The Orown (five-
shilling plece) has always been popular among collectors, partly because of 1ts
portralts, and it has always been the sasiest to sell again. Maundy sets (4d.,
3d., 2d, and 1d. in silver, almost every year since 1662) are rather monotonous,
except perhaps the double~bust Yilliam end Mary serles; the little Mawmdy penny
about the size of a lentil and welghing 8} grains gets easily lost,

"The use of the screw-~mill gave greater pressure and enabled the hot silver
disc to be pressed out againet a steel collar in which words or ornamentation were
engraved and which appeared later on the adge of the finished coin, The object
of this was to prevent the coins from being "clipped" and until the ordinary
machine-milling (as we have 1%t today) came into use the edges of colns were decor-
ative, Thus, the Cromwell crovm of 1658 has on 1ts edge KAY-NISI«PERITURUS:MIHI¢
ADIMAT*NEMO, "Let no one remove these (letters) from me under pemalty of death,”
But when Charles II was restored to the throne he substituted DECUSs ETe TUTAMEN
("en ornament end a sefoguard"), words teken from Virgil (Acn. V. 262) which John
Evelyn, the dlarist, found on a decoration in Cardinal Mazarin's Tesbtamesnt and
recomnsnded to the Mint, Those words remained on all our crowms (with two eXcep—
tions) down to the Coronation of George VI in 1937 vhen ordinary machine-milling
was used,

"Nel ther the Znglish coins nor the Fnglish postage stamps have been used much
for commemorative purposes, Austria has a modern series dedicated to her famous
musiclans; Ireland advertises her national livestock on all her coins to-days the
U,5.A, has a vhole 1ist of wonderful half-dollars commemorating all the main
events In the history of that country, snd artistically often very beautiful (the
Connecticut oektree, for example), Fngland has been much too shy (or unimaginat—
1ve) in this respect, There is a beautiful George I penny (1722) made for use in
the New Ingland colonies wlith a full-blown rose on the reverse and the words
BOSA AMARICANA over 1%, and UTILE DULCI ("the wmion of the useful and the pleas-
ant"), words taken from Horace (De Arte Poetica, II, 343) below 1%, I wish this
charming design could have been repeated on our pennies in 1943 to commemorate
the presence of large Amerlcan foreces in thics country. Jdo doubt the Jubiles anc
Diemond Jubllee coins of Queen Victoria were commemorative, but they had no
spocial nlctorial designs on the reverse., In 1927 George V had o speclal crown-
size silver coin (45 plastres) struck for Cyprus to cclebrate that island's Jubil-
06 as a British posssssion (%wo lions '"passant et regardant"™ on the back) and in
1935 a special crovm was struck for New Zealand -~ the Waitangl crown - to cele-
brate ew Zealand's centenary under Britlish rule, The reverse shows Captalin Hob-
son, R.W,.,, the first Governor, in full naval uniform greeting a Maorl chilef under
a trec at Waltangi in 1840, promising to protect the tribal rights of the natives
to thelr land, subject tothe Orown heving first option to purchase in ecase of any
sale, In 1935 was struck a Canadian silver dollar with a design of two Red Indi-
ans paddling a canoe in a mountain lake, and this was repeated in the Canadian
dollar of George VI in 1937. When the letter monarch visited Canada 1n 1939 there
was sbruck a special "Ottawa Dollar' with a view of the Parliament House in Ottawa
on the reverss, with the motto FIDE SUORUM REGNAT ("He rules with the confidence
of his own people™). Many of the smaller Colonial coins have interesting de-
signs; the fustralian shilling of 1935 with 1ts head of a Merino ram, the South-
ern Rhodesia florin of 1937 with an antelope vhose elegant horns sweep right back
t411 they almost touch tho edge. Australia had two special florins, one (1927)
with the Federal Parliamsnt House at Cenberra,openedin that year, and the "Mel-
bourne Florin" of 1935 on which a symbollc flgure of a torchbearer on horseback
commemorates the centenary of the State of Victorla.
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"The Indian rupee of 1911 had a short and pensational career, On the front
is a shoulder-bust of King George V in his Coronation robes and wearing the ccllar
of the Order of the Indian Empire (elevhants alternating with crowns), The trunks
of the elephents were so short that the animals were mistaken for plgs and no
Indian would accept the coin, It was withdrawn in 1ts year of issue, That also
reealls the case of the so-called "godless florin® of young Queen Victoria in 1849.
The letters "D,G," (by the Grace of God) were accldentally omitted from the titles
and that coln was withdrawn three years later,

"The only Znglish king whose head does not appear on his colns was Edward
VIII. Nickel coins were struck for West Africa (3) and F1Ji (1), copper for
Dast Africa (2) and New Guinea (1), 211 bearing King Edward VIII!s neme and hav-
Ing a central hole so that they could be threaded on a strin-,

"The Isle of Man had its own pennies and halfpennies when it was the proper-
ty of the Earle of Derby (1733) and again under the Dukes of Atholl (1758§ who
sold it to Great Britein in 176R, Undser George III and Victoria further coins
were struck; all these Manx coins had the "triquetra' (3 legs sticking out from
the centre) and bore also the Manx motto QUOCUMQUE JECERIT STABIT ("Wherever you
throw 1t, 1t will stand"). Among the older Irish coins I like the St, Patrick!s
farthing (undated but attridbuted to 1673-80, Charles II), It shows the mitred

3t, Patr'clz with a large church on one slde of him amd the snakes disappearing on
the other. Thie coln has the motto QUIESCAT PLEBS ("May the people be at peace"),
perhaps a sign of "appeasement" after the James I Irish shilling with ite chal-
lenging words from the Psalms EXURGAT DEUS DISSIPENTUR INIMICI ("Let God erlee;
let His enemles be scattered"), which the turbulent Irish must have foumd hard

to bear,

"Age and rarity and value are not the only attractions for the soin-collsctor.
Beauty in some cases 1s justification enough, and this beauty generally oomes out
best 1n the crown-size specimens. JFor those who llke ornate coins there is the
Gothic crown (1848) of Queen Victoria, It is certainly one of the most beautiful
of the Znglish series; but the simplicity of the Anne crown of 1703 with "Vigo"
below the bust (the 1703 coins were made from bulllon captured by Lord Ormonde
from a Spanlsh traasure flset in Vigo harbour the year before), minted by the
famoue mathematiclan Isagc Newton, then Master of the Mint, is equally fine, Like-
wlse the Victoria rupee of 1862 showing the young Queen wearing a delicate Hindu
robe, But for contrast look at tho wild splendour of the double ruvmees of the
Indian princes, particularly Kutch end Mysore,

"For 123 years (George I to William IV) we had a serles of Anglo-Hanoverien
coins with some splendld designs - the lsaping white horse of Hanover {originally
on the shields of Hengist and Horsa, and thereafter on the arms of Kent), St.
sindrew and hie crose (the St, Andrew silver mine was in the Herz Mountains) and
the Wild Man of Brunswick with his uprooted fir-tree {described, by the way, in
chap, xviil of Scott!s The Antiquary). And what swaggerlng legends some of these
coins had! "George by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, France and Ireland,
Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunswick and Inmeberg, Arch-Irsesurer and Elector
of the Holy Roman Tmpire," And what large colns those "thalers" were, with flam-
boyant coats of arms or ever landscapes complete wlth rainbow on them.

"Coin design le & plastic art and we have not yet surpassed the Anclent
Grecks in their modelling. 4And remember this, the Anglent Greeks had not our me-
chenical contrivances for minting colns, they wers simple handicrafismen striking
with the hammer and die, They had not only to create the design but also to cut
1t in a harder metal to wlthstand the impact of striking, to cut it In reverse so
that ths left side should come oubt on the right in the original, end to adjust
the perspective in depth too. And all this four hundred yeasrs before Christ, The
result is seen in masterpleces that can stand comparison with the best work of
any later age. It is generally agreed that the finest coln ever made was the
silver ten-drachma piece made by the Greek colonlsts in Silcily, nemely, at Syra-
cuse about 415-405 B.C, Tho obverse shows the head of Persephone, decked with
corn and lonves, surrounded by slender dolphinss the reverse Lad 2 four--horse
charioct with a divine messenger hovering over i% offering a laurel crown to the
charioteer., This coin (a little over crown si za) 1s rather convex on both sldes
and therefore appears siightly lumpy by modern standards, but the deslgn and mod-
8lling ar= brilliant, pure Greek art from =a master's hand,
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“When the erts flourished, coin-design flourished smong them, The silver
testoons of Florence and Milan struck during the Renaissance rank high in beauty
among the arts of the perlod, In the Eighteenth Century, when all the arts seem
to have flourished 211 over Xurope, the Popes had magnificent scudo's with
scenes from the Bible and Ohurch History on the reverse, the Grand Masters of
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem at Malta displayed their portralts and symbols
on sumptuous colns until Napoleon came and swept them out of Malta for ever,

For indeed -~

"A1l passes, Art alone
Enduring, stays with us;

The Bust outlasts the Throne,
The Coin, Tiberius," &

% Anstin Dobson: Ars Victrix, !

2000th ANNIVERSARY OF ROMAN LANDING IN BRITAIN, Mr, W,D.Fcrguson exhibited
an interesting serles of coins bearing the portraits of Julius Cassar and later
Roman Fmperors, and drew attention to the fact that 2000 years had elapsed since
the Romans commenced the occupation of Britalfi, which continued for about 450
years, Oomments from Sir John Rankine Brown 1n regard to one coin wers as fol-
lows—

"III vir" were Commissioners of the Mint, They were Republican officials
who used to control the colnage but though they were contlnued to be avpointed
during the Emplre they had 1ittle or no power, The Emperors took over the coin-
age of the gold and silver and no nsme of a moneyer appears on Homan coins of
gold or silver after 12 B,0, As the title of Ausustus was confirmed on Octavius
in 26 B,C., your coln must have been 1ssusd between that date amnd 12 3,0, "Divi
F." means "son of the deified one," i.e. Julius Oassar, The head on the reverss
1s that of Julius Caesar himself, This coin 1is describad in the British Musewm
catelogus Vol, 1, page 13, No. 71, and is 1llustrzted on Plabe 3, No. 1., The
Museum has three speecimens of the coin as well as an sureus and another denarius
signed by the same man, who was moneyer in 17 B,C,, but with different reverses.
17 B.C. was the date of the famous celebration of the secular games, for which
Horace wrote an officilal ode, This name is on the inscription dealing with the
games, now in the Vatican, The coin was issued in connsction wlth the games.
The head on the reverse lg the youthful Cassar deified, and the B,M, oatalogue
gays that the devlice above the head 1s a Comet with four rays and a ‘bail; a comet
appeared in 17 B,C, This is clear enough on the better specimen figured in the
catalogue, The coin 1s, tharefore, interesting but not, I imagine, speclally
rare, Descriptien of coln, denarius; obverse, bare hpad of Augustus to right,
legend, "AUGUSTUS DIVI ]"“; reverse: laureated head of Julius Caesar to right,
wlth comet above, DIegend, "M, SANQUINUS III VIR,"

Mr, ¥.D.Ferguson said that authorities attributed the inscription DECUS ET
TUTAMEN to Cardinal Richlieu, and not to Cardinal Mazerin.

PRESENTATION OF MR, and MRS, JOH-NWES C, ANDERSHW. The President, ir, Allan
Sutherland, sald tnat Wellington members desired to record their appreclation
of the services rendered to the Soclety by thelr ex-President, Mr, Johannes
Andersen, who had given the Society a home, and who at all times worked for the
progress of the Soclety. He asked Mr, Andersen to mecept an illuminated address
slgned by the Patron, Hig Excellency Sir Bernard Freyberg, and all members present,
and ether members,

Dr, W.R,B,Oliver pald a2 tribute to the services rendered dy Mr, Andersen %o
the many organisations with which he was connected. ¥Few men had such diversified
{nterssts, =nd wsre so well-informed in each of those interests, He had rendered
outstanding service as Chalrman of the Management Oommittee of the Dominlon Museum,
and as a Member of the Geographic Boerd. Those organisations, together with the
New Zealand Numismatic Soclety, wouwld lose a waluasble member of thelr contiolling
bodies.

Mr, A,Quinnell associated himself with Dr, Oliver'!s remarks and sald that
Mrs, Andersen had been of definite assietance to lMr, Andersen in his great work,
The colnage, stamp, and medal designs, and meny other things which bore on New
Zoaland life and ectivities had been influenced by Mr, Andersen,
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Mr, James Berry supported previous speakers and said that all members joined
In wishing Kr, and Mrs, Andersen every happiness in their new sphere in 4uckland,

Mr, Johennes Andersen sald he appreciated the beautiful gift and the ox-
pressions of goodwill that went with it, The Address would serve as a reminder of
the pleasant assoclations he had had in Wellington, He had many regrets in leav-
Ing Wellington, but he hoped to make similar friends in Auckland, He spoke of
his work on the Geographic Board and on the Management Oormittes of the Museum,
Men with similar tastes and enthusiasms soon became friends and he would miss
his many friends in Wellington,

The President, Mr, Allan Sutherland, sald members were indebted to Mr, Jamesg
Berry for preparing the 1lluminated address at short notice, New Zealand motifs
had been incorporated in the borders, which showed, in colour, the golden and
scarlet kowhai, the pohutukawa, manuka blossoms, and Maori carvings, Also, therse
was a representation of the design of the New Zealand penny depicting the tui,
symbollising Mr, Andersen's agsocliation with the selection of coin desgigns. The
Address was one of the most attractive of its kind he had geen,

A vote of thanks wee accorded to Mr, Berry and to Mr, W,D,Ferguson for their
asslstance in preparing the Address.

The meeting closed with a soclal hour and supper,

NEXT MEETING will be held on the 30th September, at 7,30 p,.m,

JAMES BERRY,
Hon, Secretary.

Box 23,
WELLINGTON,

METTING HONDAY NIGHT NEXT. Subject: Cleaning and
and Care of Coins.

Members zre assked to exhibit specimens with short
explanatory notes,



THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIRETY VYol, III
Pago 132

REPORT OF 10lst MERTING - BEPT, 30, 1946

Tho 10lst meeting of the Soclety was held at the Turnbull Iibraty on 30th
September, 1946,

Mr, Allen Sutherland, ¥.R.N.8., presided. Greetings from Mr, Johannes 0,
Andersen, ex-President, now in Auckland, was glven to the meeting, The minutes
of the previous meeting were confirmed. Apologles were received from Sir John
Rankine Brown, and the assistant-secretary, Mr, M, Hornblow, who were indisposed
and unable to attend., Apologles were elso received from Rev, D,C,Bates, Mr, D.F,
Shennan and Mr, A, K.Palmer,

A letter was recelved from Emily Forsyth, a daughter of the late Mr, Willi
Pels, thanking the Boclety on behalf of members of the family for appreciative
references appearing in the report in recognition of the work and benefactions of
the late Mr, Willi Fels in the field of Numismatics,

The Secretary had received a letter from Mr, H. G, Willlams, of Dunedin, en-
closing a donation of £5,5,04 to the Socisety!s funds, Thls kind action was much
appreciated by members present and, on the motion of Mr, ¥, Chetwynd, seconded by
Mr, Hassell Mertin, it was decided that the Soclety send a letter of thenks to Mr,
Williems for his generous gl ft,

"THE MEDAL" was the subject of a paper read by Mr, J, Berry from an article
published in the magazine "FORTUNE" for June, 1945.

It 1s an art, an hondr, a collector's item, & small but handsome business,
Today!s heroes are helrs to the great tradition of Pisanello, Most of the several
million U, 8, fighting men who receive medals in World War II mey never pause to
inspect them closely as works of art, For thelr wearers, these gauds and honors
are likely to have significance of a more personal and painful soer%, Such ironies
es the fact that the Army'!s highest military decoration, the Medal of Eenor, is
also, by general sculptural consent, its ugllest — a fussy, cluttered affair owing
its persistence solely to the power of tradition —~ may well escape most of the
medalls wearers, And yet, of course, the leglons of the decorated are, willy-
nilly, heire of an age-o0ld tradition in vhich rich artistry and delicate crafts-
manship have been of great importance, St, Augustine mey have been standing on
lmpressive moral ground when he exclaimed: "The honors of this world, what are
they but puff, end emptiness, and peril of fallimgt" But the world, ever a trial
to moralists, has continued to regard the meking of medals as an opportunity for
the practice of some of man's most ornamental talents,

An especlally high medallic reputation, in peace or war, is enjoyed by the
Medallic Art Oompany, of Manhattan, The diminutive Olyde C, Trees, Hoosler Presi-
dent of Medallic Art, whose cwrious history in his craft is well known, undoubted-
ly deserves to be called the leading medal manufacturer in the U,S, today.

If the design of a medal can be a sculptural boteh, ite menufacture can be
a lucrative form of profiteering through skimping on oraftsmanship. Tor though
modern machinery has repsatedly come to the aid of the medallic art, the latter
depends heavily on the niceties of handicraft. Oonslder, for insbance, the deli-
cate trouble taken in making the Dletingiishd¥lying Oross for the Navy at the U,S.
Mint, Vhen the bronze hms been cast into ingots, these are rolled down to sheestis,
which are thersafter cut into narrow etrips, From the strips a punch press cutbs
blanks of the rough, over-all slze of the medal, The blanks are then inserted,
one at a time, and by hand, into a huge electric-driven, air braked knuckle-action
press, standing a good dozen feet off the floor, This holds the dles and can im-
part to the thin wafer of blank metal an overwhelming pressure up to 1,000 tons =
or the weight of several of the largest stesm locomotlves,

The impecceble definition sought in fine medallic work usually requires from
three to five of these squeezes, and before each sirike the medel must be annealed
{softened by heating in a small furnace, then doused in water), The perfectly
struck medal still has metal flash (waste materlel) arcund 1ts edges, and this 1s
removed by e trimming press, In elaborate openwork medals, such as the Leglon of
Merit, the metal flash remaining in the supposedly apen portions of the design
1s removed by painstaking handwork with a jeweller's saw,

A oraftsman with pliers next ranks the decorations on a tray and properly
places next to each an infinitesimel plece of solder, dipped into a flux, and the
%iny ring by which the medal 11l eventually heng from 1ts ribbon, Another worker
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bends over the tray with a small soldering flame, effecting the delieats wunion

of medal and ring, There are still minute roughnesses arownd the medalls edges

and these are filed away by hand, The decorations are then sandblasted by hand

to glve the bronze a velvet richness of texturs. The medals are finally washed in
water and hand pumiced to bring out gleaming highlights. Then, and then only, 1s
1t time to sew on the ribbon and box the decoration. The Mint, or any other
highwquality menufacturer, performs some sixteen separate operations in meking med-
als from bronze blank to ribboned decoration.

The devoted skill of this craftsmanship is, of course, no more than the prac-
tical ingenulty with which the concept, the design of the medal, is brought to re~
peated reality, The medal is, first of all, a work of ert, a sculpturel creation -
good, bad, or indifferent. 4s such - together with 1ts first cousin the coin -~
it has had {ts own pecullar fascinations for gemerations of fanciers, The medal
i1s one of the few forms in which surpagsing art may be carried about in the
pocket, and there are men who regularly companion themselves with a choice medal
or two, just as there are those who do so with pocket Shskespsares or Palgraves.
There is alsc a speclal appeal in the medal!s very roundness, Officially, in the
U.S, fighting services, the decorations, for service beyond the call of duty, are
of 1rregular outline, The war~serviceé medels, for service im line of duty, are
round, So, overwhelmingly, are civilian medals of all sorts, The aesthetic maglc
of the circle has often been noted, and the British sculptor, Theodore Spicar-
Simson, suggests that in the medal 1ts value is negative as well as positive;
Having alluded to ths pleasing sensuousness of the circle, he continues; M"The
dlminutive scale of a coih or medal requires that all attentlion should be directed
toward the subject deplcted and away from the outline, end it is a fact that no
outline commands the interest or rivets the attention (on the subject) to the
seme extent as the clrcle., It has no engles, no irregularites, and therefore
nothing to arrest the eye on any particular part ., . . This very sultability of
the circular form for small rellefs , . . we might desoribe as its negativensess
or inactiveness." There 1s also ths factor of touch, It has been sald of Japanls
extraordinary woodcraftsmen that they teke a pleasure inm the empire's exquisite
woode 1like that of the sybarite in the varieties of fine skin, Something of ths
sort may 2lso be sald of the tectile satisfaction that many numlsmatists obtaln
from handling the shaped metal of thelr collectlons.

In 1905 the late Augustus Salnt-Gaudens wrote to Theodore Roosevelt; "Of
course the great coins (and you might almost say the only coins) are the Greek
ones you speak of, Just as the great medals are those of the fifteenth century by
Pisanello and Sperandio,! Laint-Caudens! judsment may seem rather didectic in view
of history's long end luminous cascade of coins and medals, But there can be no
doubt that the sculptor spoke of especlally high periods. As early as the fourth
century B.C. the Greecks, with dies of uncertaln materlal, were striking coins of
ravishing, stylized design, Antonio Plsano, better kmown as Pisanello (circa
1395-1455), enjoys in medallic circles a prestige comparable to that cf Bach in
the musical world, He was a robust flowering of the Renaissance, a molder of
rugged commemorative medals, cast rather than die-struck, vhose vigorous portraite
wore superbly adspted to bronze and set off with a lavish indulgence in shesr,
blank metal, Pisznellots dignity frequently slid into humorous conceits and his
gsearching studles of charactsr were often pointed up by a deft wuse of symbollc
devices.

Through the following centuries the casting of medals gradually gave way %o
the faster procees of striking them from hend-cut dles, Another rich period oc-
curred in ninetesnth-century Irance, the medals of the time ofien being notsble
for suave, neoclassiocal elegance and a Gallic virtuosity witi the most dlaphanous
effects of low relief. The leading sculptors included David 4'Angers, Oudine,
Ponscerme, Roty and Chaplain,

Toward the ond of the ninetsenth century the machiine age brought the medallic
art a device that revolutionized i1ts designing technique. For years medals had
been sculptured in wax or some other soft substance, and a highly skllled engraver
(sometimes the sculptor himself) then followed this design, hand-cutting the soft
steel dle from which the medals were struck. Various scaling methods were devel-
oped that gave the sculptor the advantage of making his original model much
larger than the intended medal: the engraver could reduce the scale in the pro-
cess of hand-cutting the die, But in eny event the engraving work could never
be better than a close approximation of the sculptured original. 4And in the arts,
close approximations are often very far from being enough, Moreover, hand die-
cutting was extremely arduous work, It was emall wonder that the French engraver,
Frederlc Janvier, revolutionizsd medallic design vhen he perfected a machlne that
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reduced the sculptor!s model exactly, not approximately, cutting the die automat-
1cally rather than by hand,

Briefly described, the reducing or dle-cutting machine has a tracer that in
many hours entirely explores the revolving surface of ths largs—scale model. asg
1t does so, it actuates a drill that carves the same contours, in medael acaie,
Into a soft steel die, Today the sculptor makes his original model in Plastilene,
From this soft positive model, a nezative mold of plasber of paris 1s obtained,
This is then used to get another plaster positive, on which a 1ight copper galvano
ls deposited by means of electroplating, The galvano, a firm, sxact replica of the
sculptorts Plastilene model, is used as the pattern in the reducing machine,

The introductlion of the Janvier process to U,§, indirectly sprang from the
correspondence between Augustus Saint-Gaudene and Theodore Roogevelt in 1905,
The sculptor and the President egreed that U,S, colnage was generally hideous,
Salnt-Gaudens undertook to bring to it some of the Greel virtues, and eventually
went so far as to meet T,R's desire for an Indian feailisr hoaddress on the Goddess
of Liberty (see Saint-Gaudent's P10 gold piece). The pair were vastly dlsappointed
when the Mint obliged Salnt-Gaudens to lower his relis® becavse his high-.relief
colns would not stack, but the final result was & distinguished coinage by Salnt-
Gavdens and other fins sculptors: Victor D, Brenner (the Iincoln penny); James
Berle Fraser (the buffalo nickel); Adolph A. Weinmen (the d‘me end half~dollar),
Hermon A, MaclNell (the quarter)., To get dles for some of these coins, tho Mint
turned to a French-born engraver, Henri Weil, who had assisted some of the sculp-
tors mentionod, Well theresupon went to Paris and studied the Janvier mocoss in
the engraver!s own studlo, returning with the first roducing mad ine to bo im-
ported into the U.S,

The leading U,S, temple of the medallic art — and of numismatics generally -
has since 1858 been Manhattan's American Numismatic Society., This 1s at once an
assocl atlion of some 500 enthusiasts, a library of some 10,000 volumes, and a
miseunm whose tripartite collection of coins, decorations, and medals is of the
very first order, Some collections may be more extensive in a single field, dbut
as a combination of three the dignified Ionic duilding at Broedwasy and One Fundred
and Fifty-sixth Street 1s probably unsurpassed, The soclety's leading benefachor
has been Archer Milton Huntingdon, eminent Spanish scholar and founder of the ad-
Jacent Hispanlc Soclety of America, son of the, Southern Pacific Failiroad's co-
founder, Collis P, Huntingdon. The society!s current President 1s Herbert Tugene
Ives, the veteran Bell Telephone physicist who first demonstrated televislon by
wire and radlo, The soclety's collectlions range from the genius of amcient Gresce
to the tinsel shimmer of recent war-fund insignia. Its own J. Sanford Saltus
Medal, designed by Adolph Weimmen and awarded when the soclety feels like it, is
a splendid design in itself and the outstanding m tlonal avard for medallic
sculpture, The soclety!s American exhibits include the remarkable government
sorles of Indien Peace Medals, designed to spread hermony with the tribes and
featuring the profiles of the Presidents of the U,S., The first deslen for the
Iincoln Indian Medal, by S, Bllls, was hastlly replaced when it was noticed that
the observe slde shoved a maladjusted brave in the act of scalping a whitve man,
Thismortifying plecs of sculpture is among the treasures of the American Numismat-
ic Socisty.

Interest in tho medallic design has hed a special focus in the Soclety of
Medalists of New York, This group cams into being in 1930, when the latoc Gsorgs
D. Pratt, patron of art, had the notion that meny people might be glad to pay a
modest price for distinctive new medals in regular issuss. JFor an annual mem-
bership fee of ﬁ8 the soclety issuss two medals a year by leadlng sculptors in a
wlde variety of styles. The soclety's lesues, as indesd the great majority of
fine medals published in ths U,S, in recent years, have been manufacitured by the
Medallic irt Co., of Manhattan, This is ths outgrowth of tho shop of Henri Well,
who brought the first reducing mechine to the U,S. It is the only company in the
world today exclusively making bas-relief replicas from sculptors! models,

Olyde C. Trees, the graying, pince-nezed, jovial man who heads Medallic Art, has
no intention of expanding except as 1s possidle through the promotion of the
highest-grade craftsmanship.

Medallic Art struck one of its most uhusual orders aftor the death of tho
late Dr, Sun Yat-son — 10,000 modals by Robort Altken depicting tho great Chincse
ravolutionist end his tomb, a largo scals bronzo boing placod in that edifica,
the mdals dstribubed by tho Cninsse Government, Mr, Treo's products havo
renged from the romanticlsm of C. A, Eannan's lusclous bougquet in bronze for tho
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Chestnut Hill Garden Olub, to Norman Bel Geddes' sleek symbollizing of ocylinder
and plston for General Motors, Medallic Art's several hundred widely diversi.-
fied clisents have included many large organisatione of international repube and
the many orders filled for portrait medallions include such famous names as
Harvey Firestone end Eenry Ford,

Some of the finest and most original sculptors have as yet done little or
no medallic work, Industrial clients ere seldom notable for advance-guard
aesthetic tastes, and the numismatic fleld 1s prevailingly conservative and an-
tiquarian. But when medals are struck egain in large quantities for peacetims
purposes, there can be little doubt that modern sculpture will make headway on
the medal as off 4it,

CLEANING AND CARY OF COINS: Mr, Allan Sutherlend said that widely diverzent
views were held by experts regarding the best method of cleaning and storing of
coins, The consensus of opinion was that dirty coins should be washed with a
mild soap, and that the grime in the interstices and in the lettering should be
removed by a bone needle under a powerful magnifier, and then the coin should
be thoroughly dried. Abrasives should not be used, MNumlsmatiste differed as to
the treatment of mould spots. Gold was a stable metal and required washing only.
Silver coins were susceptible to sulphur in the atmosphere and in bleached white
paper, Oolns should be kept in cellophane envelopes or in unbleached manilla
envelopes rather than white envelopes, He had plased brilliant colns on white
paper, and in a fow months tho sides coming in contact wlth the paper had assumed
a yollow appearance while ths othor sides werc stlll brilliant,

Mr, C, W, Peck, 1n Seaby's excellent coin and medal Bulletin for April,
1946, stated that it was an inexcusable crime 1o use metal polish or chelk on
toned silver coins. He recommended a small tooth brush, with the second row of
bristles behind the %top cut away, as a sultable means of removing grime loosened
by the bone needle, Ammonla would remove uneightly yellow stains, and 20% was
the best strength, but the use of ammonia was full of risks and when applled to
to worn coins was usually a failure, although it imparted a brilllant sppearance,
The great trouble with copper coins was corrosion, ususlly ralsed spots of gresn
or blue colour, which usually "erew." Oreen spots were usually trittle and dlue
spots tough, and damp and tobacco ash ware cantributing csuses. The oure was to
remove them with the bone needle and brush, but dark s tains usually remained,
Tough coloured incrustations should be soaked in oil for a long period to soften
before cleaning., Collectors would be well advised to practiee on poor specimens
first,

Mr, A, Sutherland sald that he had in his possession some Australlan tokens
which had been stored for %en years and their conditlon was so good that he had
enquired from the previous owner as to the method used in cleaning them, as they
appesred to have been cleaned with oil, The reply was that 1f the bronze coins
were dirty or slightly corroded, they were treated with a very fine stesl brush,
wed briskly, followed by the use of & fine brass wire brush (to remove the
seratches that may be made with the first brush). The colns were then wlped
with a duster, and then rubbed falrly hard with Kiwl brown boot pollsh; left to
stand for a fow minutes, then rubbsd briskly wi¥h a Jeweller's plate brush, and
finally with a soft duster, If the coins were not vory dirty the steel wire
brushwas eliminatod, and the brass wire brush only used. The corraspondent
claimed that after trial of several meothods this was the best and the colns did
not appoar as if they had been cleaned,

Another method of cleaning published in Amerlca was as follows: "Lay the
coin on a smell plece of cotton flannel in a saucer., Squeeze lemon Julce on the
colfy then apply common beking soda on a wad of cotton batten, and gently rub
the coin, Add lemon julce and soda wntil tarnish ie removed. Then dip the coin
in boiling water end wipe of f with a cotton flamnel cloth, and you agaln have a
prillisnt coin." "To clsen medals or bronze or gold I use common laundry soap
and ordinary household ammonia, end scrub well with a bristle brush, Whers
coins and medals have been lacquered I remove the lacquer with alcohol,"

Finally Mr, G.C.Heyde end the Britlesh Museum method were quoted as follows:
Mhareas a continuous fine hard crystalline end non-porous coating on old copper
alloy colnes 1s much prized as a "patina" which mey take a high palish, a softer,
perheps powdery or even pasty, uneven, greenlsh coet indicates the much \F\Ara.nted.
"yronze dlseasa," The safest resgent for the remeval of "bronze disocase” seems
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to be a strong eolution of sodlum sesqui-carbonate which can be used oither cold
ory, in eggravated cases, hof, This solution has little or no effect on the
original metal or genuine patina. It 1s important that any cleaning should be
absolutely thorough, as traces of the original corrosion will act as focal points
for rapidly developing new corrosion, It 18 posalble to obeerve if corrosion
1s still being removed by treating for chlorine (transfer the gpecimen to a new
solution or to distilled water, after some time take a little of the solution,
acidify 1t with a 1ittle pure nitric acid and add & small quantlity of silver
nitrate solution:; the presence of chlorine is indicated by the formation of a
precipitate,) This method is sald to supersede the previous method of warming
the specimens in a solution of caustic soda together with metallic zine, Invest-
igagions were undertaken in this method in ths Briti sh Museum and adopted in
1926,

BRITISHE COINS; Reforence was made to the proposed substitution of British
colns in the United Kingdom for nickel coins in order to secure sufficient
silver to return sllver borrowed from the U,8, Mr, V,D,Ferguson exhibisbed
steel, nlckel, and cupro~nickel coins to illustrate the prohable appsarance of
the new coins,

EXEIBITS; Mr, ¥,D.Ferguson referred to the previous report, and exhibited
Scottieh bawbees and bodles in fine condi tion, together with English coins before
1707, to disprove the assertion that 4% was the cauny Scot who wore out his coins,
Obviously 1t wae the IEnglish vho did so, In insoription of Jemes I Irish shille-
ing translated "Let God arlse; let His enemles be soattered" was also on Mnglish
coins, disproving the suggestion that that was intended to scare the Irigh.

Mr, Weston exhibited a fine 5-Kopek Russien plece, end a serles of othor
coins,

Mr, Allan Sutherland exhibited coins of Mauritius, a one-time importent
calling-placs for sailing vessels round the Cape to India and Australasia, On
the opening of the Susz Canal in 1869 the Island ceased to be of importance.
Discovered by the Portuguese, first settled by the Dutch, owned by France 1715-
1810, the Island is now British, and the coinage is based on a speclal Rupee of
100 cents,

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE

As a holiday (Labour Day) falls on the next usual Numismatic Soclety meet-
ing day of the last Monday in the month, 1t was declded to hold the October meet-
ing a week earlier -~ QN MONDAY, 21lst OCTOBER,

JAMES BERRY,
Hon, Secxretary,
P,0.Box 23,
Wellington,
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THE NEW ZEALAND NWMISMATIC SOCIETY

REPORT OF 102nd MEBTING - 21st OCTOBER, 1946

The 102nd meeting of the Soclety was held on the 2lst October, 1946, Mr,
Allen Sutherland presided, Apologles were received from Mr, M,Hornblow and Mr,
G.C,Sherwood. The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed,

THE LATE SIR JOEN RANKINE BROWN, M,A., IL.,D, The Presgldent said it was
his gad duty to record the passing of Sir John Rankine Brown, Vice President,
§ir John was President of the Soclety from 1933 to 1936 durlng the most eventful
period in the numismatic history of the country, The first dlstinctive coins
of NWew Zealand were 1ssued during that time, a declsion precipltated by exchange
Variations; also the flrst unified serles of Reserve Bank notes were then 1s-
sued, With the Rev, D,C,Bates, Sir James Elliott and Mr, Johannes Andersen,
past Presidents, Sir John Rankine Brown had left his impress on the colnage and
banke-note designs of the country, The lssus of the Bledlslos-Wal tangl medal was
made dwing his term ae President, The adoption of English instead of Latin in~
soriptions on New Zealand coins had been influenced by 8ir John who, although a
c¢laseical scholar, offered the vlew "It is a far fry from Rome! end this turned
the sesales in favour of English, "The Prof." as members termed him, made many
frlends among members vho valued hig assistance in declphering inecriptions and
in attributing cwoins of the classicel period, As a Professor assics, and es
a beacher for A7 years, he taught of the past but lived very much 1ln the present,
Ho appreclated the attentlve auvdiences at Soclety mectings, His abillty to make
the past live, and to capture the interest of his listensrs by interesting side-
1i¢hts on coin issuers also attracted interest abroad, where hls papers were
often re—published,

Members would alwayes retain pleasant memorlee of their assoclation with Sir
John Rankine Brown. They would remember him for his dignlty and genlallty, his
characteristic galt, hils sharp quizzical glance under bushy eyebrows, and es-
peclally for his erudition, That was the mental picture all would carry of a
man who had departed rich in yeers and high in the estimation of his fellow men,
Mr, G,C,Sherwood desired to be associated in the tribute, Mr, Allan Sutherland
said that he was personally indebted to Sir John for the preface he wrote to
"The Mumiematic History of New Zesland," He moved, That the Soclety records its
appreclation of the dlstlinguished eervices rendered by the late Sir John Remkine
Brown, ex President, and tenders to his daughter its sincere sympathy in her
bereavement,

Mr, W.D,Ferguson seconded the motion, He said that no one had done more
in placing the Society on the mep than Sir John Rankine Brown, whose erudl {ion
was always at the disposal of the Soclety. His valuable papers, recorded in
the Bulletin, would elwsys bear re~reading, and might well be repr duced by
themselves in the fubure, OS1r John Rankine Brown had not only served a torm as
President, but slso he had acted in that capaclty on subgequent occaslons, per-
ticularly when Sir Jemes Elliott was in England, The example of Sir John Ran-~
kine Brown would remain as an inspiration of those who wers lef% to carry on,
The Soclety had suffered heavy losses of value@ members in the year 1946,

Mr, James Berry supported the tributes pald, end sald Sir John's neme
would 1lve far a long time in the history of the country, particularly in con-
noction with the Victorla University College, where, as Professor of Olassics,
%o had bawght many thoussnds of puplils, some of whom were in the forefront of
New Zealand affalrs todsy.

The motion was carried in silence, 2ll members standing as a mark of res-
pect.

A letter from Mr, Johannes C,indersen, ¥,B.E., recelved %oo late fer the
meeting, stated: "I called at 9 Burnell Avenue on the 4th October %o see our
late friend, Professor Sir John Rankine Brown. . . . He seemed %o know of his
precarious state, saying that whenever he lay down he at once went to sleeps
he ecknowledged he had had a serlous breakdown, but was soon chatting away sbout
the Soclety and the library, and when I at last got up to %take my departure he
urged me to come agaln when next in Wellington, 4And now he has gonu, perheps
to mest face to face some of those stalwart anclents of whom he has so often
spoken to us, when dealing wlth Greek and other coins from the Gilbertson col-
lection, He will be missed by the Soclety, All the members, I am quite sure,
onjoyed his talks as much as I d1d; hls quiet way of speakdng, and the quiet
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humour he so often introduced were characteristic of him and were much appre-
clated. I felt I should not see him again, I daressy he will be mentioned
with affection at the meeting on Monday, and I could have wished that something
of what I say could have been told to the members, my very good friends whose
sociable company I very much miss, I am glad I was at the Soclety's 100th meet-
ings where shall I be at 1ts 200th?"

JAPANESE PRISONER CF WAR TOKEN MONEY. Mr, H,0,W1lliams advised that these
fokens are not to be sold by the Government, but are to be altered and used by
Government Departments, He is endeavouring to obtaln sets for members, He
also advises that he has received ccples of Wayte Raymond's second edltion
"0oins of the World," 35s,, postage extra.

THH WUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES, Mr, Sutherland said he had re—
celved a cordial message from Mr, Ron Byatt, Hon, Secretary, on behalf of mem-
bers, on his election as President, The 85th Report includes a paper by Mr,
Sydney V. Hagley on a "Suggested New Reverse Design (the lyre bird) for the
Australlen Sizpence," An illusiration of a design by Allan Jordan is given, and
the effect 1s both striking and pleasing, Anobhar paper by Mr, Hagley was
"Americo-Australian Hybrids." A further paper, "The Sower Typs on the Colns of
France," by Mr, C.J.V.Weaver is included, The report malntains the usual high
standard set by this Soclety.

AUSTRALIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETIES, Mr, Sutherland stated that several Aus—
tralians were members of the New Zsaland Society, and he would like to see New
Zealand members become members of ths New South Wales and Victorien and South
Australlan Socleties, Addresses; Mr, R,J.B_att, 55 Raglan Street, Mesman,
Sydney, and Roy ¥. Farman, 171 Lower Heldellbrg Road, Ivanhos, Victorla, and
Colin Pankhurst, 60a North Parade, Torrensville, Adelalds,

THE ROYAL MINT was the subject of a shortsummary read by Mr, James Berry
from "The Guide to the Pavilion of the British Government" at Dmedin Exhibit-
lon 1925-6, as follows;~ "The Royal Mint was established in the Tower of London
in the very early days, but was rchoused on Tower Hill about 1810, on a site
originally occupled by the Cistercian Abbey of Grace, founded by Edward III, and
subsequently occupied by the store houses and bakeries of the Navy Victualling
Office, The Chancellor of the Exchequer 1s the Master of the Mint, but hisg
dutles are performed by the Deputy Master and Comptroller. The coins for
British and many forelgn countries are manufactured at the Royal Mint, also
officlal seals, medals, etamp plates, and embossing dies. The staff comprises
400 to 500 offlcers and craftsmen.,” There was an exhibit showlng the process
of colning, and a case of electrotypes of early Greek coins, impressions from
the Great 8eals of England, and Engllsh histarical medals, The article contin-
ued; "Early Greek coins are original works of art, and many examples surpass
In skilful die-engraving, medals produced in modern times," The impressions
of the Great Seals showed that "a very high pltch of excellence was attained
wnder the early Edwards, and the seventh seal of Edward III is considered %o be
the finest of the whole seriss, It 1s known as the Bretigny 9eal, because the
Xing's title "Rex Franclas" 1s abandoned in accordance with the Treaty of
Bretigny in 1360, The gld Bulla or Seal for the Treaty of "The Fleld of the
0loth of Gold" in 1527 was also included,

The =t of the medallist may be sald t0 have begun in England with the
reign of Henry VIII, long =fter it had risen to considerable importance on the
Continent and especially in Italy, Medals were ususlly cast until improvements
made about the time of the Restoration in the machinery for the striking of
coins allowed also the striking of medaels of considerable size. Soon after the
accession of Elizabeth, historicel medals began to be numerous, the badges
issued in commemoration of the defeat of the Spanish Armade being often regard-
oed as the earliest Naval awards, as some specimens have chealns for suspension to
be worn as a decoration,

NEW MEMBERS were electedi-

Professor Murray, of Victorla Universlty College,

Proposed by the President, Mr, A,Sutherland, seconded by Mr, J.Berry,
Mr, Laurence Osborns, 5 Linwood Avenue, Christchurch, T,1,

Proposed by Mr, W,Salter, seconded by Mr, J,Berry,
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As it was desired to bring the st of members up to date for inclusion in
the nexd report, Mr, Berry suggested that he be notifisd of any recent change
in address of individual members as soon ae possible, Also, if members decsired
to forward their particular interssts in numismatics (Greek, Roman, British,
Buropean, Modern, N,Z. tokens, War medels, commemorative medals, etc,), these
would be included in the list of names and addresses, By thils means members
oould get in touch with fellow members with similar interests, Will members
wishing to do this please notify the Hon, Secretary not later than 12th December.

PACIFIC CURRENCY, Mr, Allan Sutherland seid that native trading trensac-
tions, natlve currency, and bartering in the Pacific Islands were referred to by
Dennis Puleston in BLUE WATER VAGABOND, published in 1940, This gives first—
hand accoumt of the survival of native currencies and methods of trading in the
Pacific,

At Tongareva coloured pearls were bartered. Dennis Puleston states that
the colours are lemon, pale orange, bronze, copper, red or black, and that al-
though the pearls are not sought after by Broadway dowagers, Indlan maharajahs
prize them for adorning rich trappings. The natives keep the pearls in tiny
pleces of cloth in thelr belts, and Puleston records heving got two fine pearls
for "one overcoat, one pair shorts, an anclent accordion, three small glass
fish . , ." Soap, perfums, callco,fish hooks, Mmives and flour were most in de-
mand in sxchange for pearls,

In the "Pendemonium" of New Hebrides the natives were sager to trade "for
the stick-tobacco we hed wisely brought from Suva, They offered in exchange
chickens, plglets, yams, taro, bananas, @nd sometimes 'tooth belong pig!" These
last are the busks of domestic pigs, used as currency throughout the group.

At Utupua, Dennils Puleston says that when he and his yachting friends showed
the natives some tobacco "thelr eyes glistened™ and they began offering the
usual South Sea foodstuffs, necklaess of flylng fox and alllgator teeth, and
Yortoise shell carved into shapes of fish and birds, "One stick of tobacco,
about the size of a lead pencil, was fetching a Tasket of yams or a beautiful
atring of shells or testh," Inoidentally, the sandelwood HEnglish! of the
natives here 1s curious, the description of a plano being "Box you fightim teeth
belong him, belly belong him ging out,”

At Ndeni the natives bought tobacco, trade mirrors and bush knives for
"sbrings of beads, cut out of the tridacna shell with infinite labour; ceses made
of woven grasses . . elaborately carved spears and arrows, canoe paddles ., . and
strangest of all, the Ndeni Island money. This 1s made from woven vines in the
form of a thick rops. Arownd 1t 4s a dinding of bark, into the folds of whlch
are lald a solid covering of small red parrot feathers, giving 1t the appearance
of a great crimson serpent, It 1s impossible to discover the origin of this re-
markable form of currency -~ in none of the other Islamds 1s 1t to be found,

Mr, Sutherland also read extracts from page 150 of "The Leaning Wind," by
C. Gossler, 1943, giving an indication of currency nemes in Tehitl where the
Tehitian name for five-francs was literally "one dollar"s the Chember of Oom-
merce tokens were described as "ome quarter", although it took five quarters to
make a dollar; and other Tahitian names represented "five pence" and "three
reals," the latter apparently being a vestige from the use of the Spanish dollar
of elght reals.

The stone currency of the Oarolines was also referred to, and the following
extraot from "Paclfic Islands Monthly," Jume, 1946, read; "Nowhers else in the
world ere millestones (of Yap) of greater valus, Although not now used in our
genss of money, they are (or were bafore the Japanese oscupation) considered the
mogt desirable of possessions, They are made from arragonite — hewed in the
quarries of Polew some 200 miles away., Perhaps one of the virtues of these large
colns is that they do not need to be carted around. In conducting business, old
s¥yle, a native merely had to refer to the number of "Fe' (or mill~stones) in
his possession. The other party viewed them "on application” end both sldes
were then satisfisd, The Fe might remain in the custody of the former owner;
they could always be found when needed. Many of the chiefe! houses had a single
or double line of the immense coins lining the pathway to the door, They ranged
in size from a foot to 12 feet in dlameter., A hole in the contre enabled them
to be transported on a pols,
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A story told of the German days, by the late Mr, T,Andrews, of Apla, is
that once, when the roads were in a bed state, the Government fined the chiefs
in thelir own mill-stone currency. The police simply marked the required number
of Fe with a black cross to show that they were Government property, 3Black
maglc could not have worked a greater miracle than that black paint, The island-
ers sel to work and the roads were repaired in a short time, Then the Govern—
ment rubbed out the dlack maerks, and the Yap natives were restored to their
former wealth, Yap stone money was not used as an ordinary purchssing egent as
we knowv money, but served in traditional settlements, such as at birth or mer-
;iage, J&st as do the fine mats of Samoa, or the shell money of the Solomen

slands,

Extracts were also read from "The Technology of Numismatics," by Ceoil
.’Lhoma.S, R,M.S. *

OLTANING AND OARE OF COINS, Mr, A,Sutherland said that he had submitted
pages 135 and 136 of the previous report to Mr, 0,W,Brandt, M,Se,, for comment,
end Mr, Brendt had kindly submitted the following:

(1) "silver coins were susceptible to sulphur in the atmosphers and in
bleached white peper," Paper pulp 1s produced by pulping materials with one of
soveral types of sulphur-compound-containing ingredients, Some of these may
remaln in the pulp, if 1t 1s not thoroughly washed, and be earried through to
the paper, This 1s still unbleached pulp, and dark in colour. TFor white papers
the above pulps are bleached. This 1is done almost invariably by meens of chlor-
ine followed by washing. Thus it is possible for chlorine emd sulphur compowmds
to remaln in trace amounts in bleached pepers, and in unbleashed papers traces
of sulphur compounds may be found. Traces of sulphur compounds in paper would
be more likely to cause tarnishing than any other forelgn substances. However,
most papers - unless the pulps have been very wsll washed — are acidic in reac—
tion, These traces of acids, and of chlorine compownds from bleaching could
2lso ceuse tarnishing, especlally under damp conditions., These remarks apply
to action on silver and copper coins, and elso, to a lesser extent, on those
made from other base metals,

(2) "COoins should be kept in cellophane envelopes, or in unbleached
manilla envelopes.," Cellophane is 1likely to coitain minute traces of sulphur
compounds, due to the chemistry of 1ts manufacture, Cellulose acetate film
would probably be safer. In regard to undleached manilla envelopes, ses (1),

(3) "Ammonia would remove umsightly yellow stains" on coins. Ammonia
definitely has a solventeffect on covper and silver. This solvent action is
more vigorous on the oxides of these metals, and if used sufficiently dilute
might dissolve the oxide film without removing much of the unoxidised metal,

(4) "Bronze coins that are dirty or glightly corroded should be treated
with a very fine steel brush, followed by the use of a fine brass wire bdbrush,"
The brass wire brush is, of course, much softer then thé steel ons, and should
therefore be less inclined to remove metel from the colns; however, 1t seems
rlsky on soft colns such as copper, silver, or gold,

(5) "Oleen coins with lemon Julce, later using baking sods on a wad of
cotton batten," Te acids in the lemon juice would have a brief and slight
actlon on the metel oxides befors neutralisation by the sodium mmrbonats (baking
goda), The subsequent rubbing would be aelmost entirely mechanical in effect,
The pame result would probably be obtainsd by using vinegar and then rubbing
off with a wet rag,

(6) "Treatment of coins with "bronze disaase" - sodium sesqui-oarbonate -
and subgeguent test for chlorine," Apparently this type of "dlsease" is due
to chloride corrosion (c,f. corrosion from bleached paper packing containing
traces of chlorine), However, this seems rather doubtful, and the presence of
chlorides by the test described would need perhaps rather more chlorine than
that present in the final traces of tarnish (not visible) to bs removed,

Mr, Brand% added that the subject was worth carrylng out a few well-planned
tosts, using some cleen metal in varlous types of wraps, Members expressed
eppreciation of the interest taken by Mr, Brandt and suggested that the Soclety
should co-operate in tests,
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NEXT MEETING will be held on 25th November, when Mr, Jemes Berry will
exhibit plaster moulds and casts and will explain the process of modelling
designs to be used for the modern die~reducing machine, Members are asked to

bring friends.
The Soclety will g0 into recess after this meeting until the last Monday

in February, 1947.

JAMES BERRY,
Hon, Secratary.

Box 23,
WELLINGTON,
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THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REPORT OF THE 103rd MEETING - 25th NOVEMBER, 1946,

The 103rd meeting was held on the 25th November, Mr, Allan Sutherland
presiding. A weloome was extended to lirs M.Hornblow, who had been absent
from several earlier meetings through illness. The minutes of the previous
meeting were oanfirmed,

REVISION OF RULES: The President reported that the sub=committee set
up to review the rules of the Scolety had met that evening and had agreed on
certain amendments which would be submitted to members for approvel in due
course,

NEW MEMBER: On the motion of Mr. Quinnell, seoonded by lir. Horwood,
Mr, Claude Nevmnon, MoCallum Street, Farnham, Blenheim, was elected a member
of the Society.,

PRCPOSED TASMAN MEDAL: Mrs James Berry submitted a draft design for
consdderation, All agreed that the obverse design, showing Tasman's bust in
profile, was altractive, but no finality was reached in regard to the re-
vergse dosign. Members are invited to suggest subjeats for a reverse design,

MEMBERSHIP ROLL:  An up~to-date membership roll is belng oiroulated
with this report,

REPORYS from the Numlsmatio Soolety of New South Wales, together with
oorrespondence, and Seaby's and Splnks Coin Lists were tabled for inspection.

FIJI COINAGE: The President reported that Mr. R,A.Johnson, now in
Suva, Fijil, had sent preess olippings to him from the Fiji "Iimes and Herald"
30/10/46 showing that on the suggestion of Mr, Alport Darker and the Suva
Chamber of Commerce, the Commdssioners of Currency there had agreed to lssue
an octagonal ocupro-nickel threepenny-piece. Threepenses disappeared in Fiji
in 1934, apparently at the instigation of church authorities, Church revenue
there would suffer as a result of the change. Mr, Sutherland said he had
received a communisation from the Secretery to the Commlssioners of Currency,
and dr, J. Berry had shown interest in the matter by preparing and sending
to Fiji four deslgns whioch might prove of interest to the Commiesioners.

MEDALLIC DESIGN: Clay models, plaster moulds and casgts were exhibited
by Mr. Jdmes Berry, who gave a desoriptive talk on the preparation and
modelling of medallic design for reprodustion by the reducing machine method.

The first requirement was a2 shallow wooden box made of 1" timber with
sides eppréeximately 1—1‘.—” deep. The ingide of the box was left rough so that
tho olay used would adhere to the wood, A few large-head galvanised nails
oould be driven in the wood as zn additional aid to holding the clav. After
pressing the clay firmly into place, the surfaoe wap levelled of{ i.th a
straight edged plece of timber dravn firmly across the top edges of the box,
This gave a smooth-surfaccd slcb of clay on which to model the design in
relief, The low-rellef models exhibited by Mrs Berrywere 8" in diameter.,

Some of the tools used for modelling were shown and their respechive uses
describeds Mr, Berry emphasized that the modelling throughout mist hovoe
bovelled edges, as vertical or underout edges in the model would roke 1%
limmossible to obtain a plaster mould and cast from the design. Also, vhe
deepust relief should be confined to the outline or silhouette of tne design,
because, with deeper relief in the modelling, the eye would be detracted
from the form of the design itself.

To make 2 plaster mould, a wall of clay was built around the design ond
plaster of paris, wixed with water to the desired consistency, vrig ovred
over the design. Some teased sisal was added Yo give strength to the mould
as the thiclmess of plaster was built up., After about half an rows the
mculd could be geparated from the clay model, giving a perfect repinduotion
of the design in reverse. The mould was then treated with a coa* of shellas,
and before each plaster-oast was made a thin coating of a mixbture of mufton-
fat and kerosine was applied to th: surfacs af the mould to prevent ihe carnt
from gtlelking. The resultant cast was un exact reproduction in plaster



Vols. 111
Pags 13

of the original olay model and, provided the mould was not damaged, any
number of plagter reprodustions could be produced in this way,

For reprodustion of the design for a reducing maohine, an electro of
the design was produced and mounted on the machine whioh could then produce
& steel dle in any required reduced size to be used to produce any number of
exaot medallic replicas of the designe

The advantages of this method reproduced exastly the artist's design as
a complete unit inoluding the letterings Mr. Berry exhibited a large
medallio plaque as presented to next~of-kin of those servicemen who lost
their lives in the war of 1914-~18, the Allied Servioce Medal and the British
Service Medal of the 1914~18 War. Also the medal of the New Zealand Insti-
tute of Engineers, and a bronze plaque awarded by the Philatelio Society of
Viotorda, Australia, at the time of the Viotorian Centenary in 1934,

On the motion of Mr. Sutherland, a vote of thanks was passed to Mr,
Berry for his irtoresting tulk and display of models, moulds and casts,

IOVERS' TOKEWS: Mr. A, Sutherland exhidited an article from "The
Antique Colleotor," May 17, 1935, p. 157, dealdng with lovers' tokens: An
extract is as follows:

"Lovers' tokens provide a fascinating study. Apart from the merits
or the quaintness of their inseriptions, they have, for an imaginative
eye, a halo of romance, which is absent from ordinary coins and trede
tokens. At one time 1t was olearly the custom for lovers -to exchangs
coins, engraved with appropriate names and sentiments. Coins also
with a double bend in them were probubly used for the same purpose,

"Although this custom was coumon in the 18th and early 19th centuries,
it is doubtful whether it spread far in fashionabls circles, because
valusble colns were seldom ingeribed with names or initials. The
subJeot has been well written up, notebly by Mr. Thomas Sheppard, of
the Hull City Museum, where one of the largest ocolleotions of lovers'
tokens 1s now preserved."

A serles of such tokens were illustxated, the principal design being o
heart pleroed with arrows. Names, initials and dates arc shovm, 3Some coins
arc shorn of the design while others are merely engraved in the field. The
double bend colns inoluded an Edwsrd VI shllling end a French coln. Mr.
Sutherland said he had encountered double bend coins, which he thought had
been run over by a tram, and he had also seen lovera' tokens, but until he
read the artlole he had not realised their signifiocance,

MEMORIAL CROSS: The Government is issuing o New Zealand Memorial
Oross to mothers and widows of New Zealand servicemen who lost their lives
on service. The deslgn is attractive, but the only asscoiation with New
Zealand is a fernleaf on the arms of the silver orosse The inidtials "N.Z."
could have been inpludsd with advantages

ARTICIES ON COINS: Reference was made to the article on coins in the
Froe Lanoe for November 6th, This article provoked many inguiries regarding
coins, An ertiels "ANCIENT COINS PRESERVE ART AND HISTORY OF THI AGES"
appearing in the Evening Post for November ?3rd, 1946, has been reprinted
for oirculation with this report (pages L and 145).

NEXT MERTING will Be held on the last Monday in March, and not the
last Monday in Februnry as stated in the previous reports

SEASONAL GREETINGS: The President and Off'icers of the Soclety Join
in offering hearty seasonal grestings to all menbers of the Soclety.
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THR»EE SFRIES OF ‘COINS which illustrate in graphic manner the decline of the avt of coin-making trom
lhf' time of the carly Greeks to the inartistic and shoddy productions of the worst Bnglish periods. The elorts
’h‘«:lng' mitde Lo recapture the _llcamty of the Greek artists is reflected in two modern Halian coins, shown helow,
e top row .s'vlmws, left to right, four Greek coins of the best period: a stater from ‘\spvnvdus ’dcpik'ling two
\vrm:slln:rs. (li‘(,; +00-300) 5 a didrachi from "T'arentun, showing Taras on a dolphin (I)_(',. 35()‘-:11-5); i tetra-
drachin from Syracuse (B.C. 317-310), depicting o quadriga; and o stader from .»\n:u'lul:imn, of Corinthian

Lype, bearing a fine head (B.C. 300-250).

In the second row are hammered silver English coins of the periods

which displayed a Lunentable decline in workmanship and arl, and in te thicd row are two modern Ttalian

coins, displaying w return Lo the classical wotifs of the Greek and Roman times.

The beauty of design in

the Greek coins depicted here is astounding in view of the fact that they were produced by the crudest of
All are from the collection of a local numismatist,

Ancient Coins Preserve Art And
History Of The Ages.

methods,

(By H.C.L.)

Some of the artistic glories of Greece, mingled with the boisterous atmo-
sphere of the very early days of our own country are being recaptured today by

many New Zealanders who have taken up numismatics as a hobby.

Modest and

retiring almost without exception, numismatists do not advertise their collections
as a rule, but. never.theless- in New Zealand today there are many highly-prized
hoards of ancient coins which reflect the lives and manners of bygone days.

Some numismatists do not collect
coins, bul merely facts relating to
them, Normally, however, some speci-
mens ave collecled, if only to vitalise
their study. All sorts of side lines wre
developed. Sume prefer to collect large-
sized crowns—metallic portrait  gal-
leries—some  specialise  in  certain
countries; others collect for the beauly
of design, and others again are at-
tracted by historical significance the
little dises of gold, silver, bronze, or
copper,

’J‘IIE average person  values coins

- purely for their purchasing power,
and seldom do these fleeting tolens
of wealth atlract more than passing
altention as they circulate from hund
to hand.

Numismatists, however, look at coins
from o ditTerent angle, and the still

Hving  beauly ol an old  coin,  an
Witisial speciimen with o speeial minl
murks, o oone bearing a e dale
will fmmediately  command  their ul-
tention

Unlike muny objects in everyday
use, coins have always been hi

ir pwnols, and d
froquently hoarded.  As 1S
slill the custom in the East, it was
usual to bury treasure  for
wilh the resull that today the con-

' f t e ed el

prized by 1h

thereiore

Coins are themselves the most im-
perishable of antiquities. The result
is that they still exist in great
numbers from forgotten generations
out of all proportion to other re-
mains of the culture wilh which they
were conlempory. They therefore
yield a considerable amount of in-
formation about the past which might
otherwise not have been available

3 o - 3

IKE numismatists the world aver,
many New Zealanders have fine
collections of Greek and Romaun coins,
and in the Turnbull Library there
is one of the outstanding collections
of this kind in the world.

Ouwr own counlry, however, is rich
o numigmalie  cariosities,  and  the
motley collection of whalers, convicls,
raders. and adventnrers awhich made
Up o large proportion of ils population
e pre immigeation iy conliibutod

oo small way loo the varicty  of
cotns of many  nations whichh waore
recognised media ol exchange

The carly Maori relerred to gold

money as “moni koura” and  silver
moncy as moni lorra”  (dollar, it
his native shrewdness led one well-

known chiel to discover that even
in Hobson's day much of this weallh
was  like “hard water” (show). It

' Sermp

FFICIALLY, our numisnvatic his-
. tory commenced with the Bril-
ish coins current in 1840, together with
the gold and silver coins of Spuin,
France, the East India Company, und
America. All these were declared of-
ficial tender at stated values by Gov-
ernor Hobson and successive Govern-
ors up to 1819

Thaose were romantic if lawless days,
and something of their spirit was re-
ilected in ihe coins which filled the
pockel and relieved the unwary of his
possessions.

Golden doubloons from Spain, the
well-known  pirate coins, were listed
a1 £3 ds. Lhe 20-fryine gold picce at
15s. the silver dollar “Spanish and Re-

pehlican™ at 4s, (he frane at 94, and
the rupee ol 28

I Is webation with piratle
Litgsar s B dollar wis the
il af cigh” reals, Koown
HE . wieliest  eabo T the workd,”
i el was well substuntiated. for il

wogiised eurreney wherever the
- greal natlons might call

From 1857 to 1882 many New YALE
lund traders issued their own penny
and halfpenny copper tokens which,
for the most part, were struck in Mel

bourne. These depicted Muori heads,
cabbage trees, Maoris Ino canoes, Mt
Tmont. and at 1imes articles assoer



Mr. J. W. BMears, of Lamnblon Quay,
adopted the design of a saddle on his
1|51l[ponny. while Mr. McCaul, of the
Thames goldfields. showed the poppel
head of a gold mine.

L) o L3 L
IPMAN LEVY, sfter whom two
streets were named, issued penny
and halfpenny tokens from his prem-

ises in Lambton ,Quay, and r. B
Anderson, a grocer, al§o issued lokens
of similar Tue. Issu>s were also
made in other towns.

Some of these specimens are still
resting in button boxes awaiting the
eager eye of the numjsmatists, and
although common variefies are worth
only 3d on the market some of the
rare specimens are worth as many
pounds.

In 1870 a New Zealand penny, de-
picting Britannia with “New Zealand”
around, was ijssued for use in the
colony, but for some reason only
about 20 were struck. The value of
this coin is now £5 The New Zea-
land crown piece issued in 1935 is at
the moment up lo £8, owing to the
fact that only about 1000 specimens
were issued.

Curious types of money are in-
cluded in some New Zealand collec-
tions, such as the bullet money of
Siam—cicular pieces of silver of vary-
ing sizes stamped lo give them authen-
ticity—the tambua of Fiji, and the
shell money of the Pacific islands,

Shell money is made by grinding
certain shells into discs, after which
they are holed in the centre and
threaded.

Cashi in on the naiive variety of
money, the Germans in New Guinea,
during their occupation, made in their
own country synthetic shell money
with which to reward (he hapless
natives for their toil

o= £ k3 E3

I IKE other collectors, local numis-
4 matists usually start collecting, in
a general way, British and British eol-
onial issues and such others as might
occasionally come ftheir way. but as
their collections expand thcy develop
some particular interest and turn into
specialists

It is surprising the number of Greek
and Roman coins of early vintage
which are in the hands of collectors in
this couniry. Some have been pur-
chased from British and foreign deal-
ers, but quite a number have come
back in the pockets and money-belts of
soldiers who have becn overscas in
either of the two wars. .

Some of our servicemen have picked
up ancient coins in the desert. In most
cases these have been so defaced as
to be largely valueless, but such has
been the interest created that quite a
few soldiers have from the day of find-
ing become followers of numismatics.

Foven ooeain in bad condilion, however,
can he of historie interest,

Oune well known ofticer who  was
averseas went seriously into the gues-
tion of procuring Greek and Romian
coins and cnme back with a fine col-
lection for presentation 'lo a musciim,

E3 £ & [N

EXTENSIVE as is the history of coin-

making, it is gencnally conceded
that never have the coins of the clas-
sical period of Greece been b&xcelled
or even equalled for sheer beauty. The
most beautiful coin ever Issued is con-
sidered to be the decadrachm of Syra-
cuse—a silver coin ebout the size of
a crown piece.

It was in Sicily, particularly in
Syracuse, that the engraver's art
reached a perfection never attained
elsewhere before or since; from the
middle of the Afth to the middle of
the fourth century B.C. every coin
waas the work of an artist. The deca-
drachm of Syracuse bears on one side
a superb quadriga, and on the other
a representation of a goddess's head.

It is interesting to note that the
Syracuse decadrachm is the prize ex-
hibit in the private collection of one
New Zealander

Medals represent a section of the
study of numismalics, but their pro-
duction is really only very recent in
comparison with coins :

The carly Greek and particularly
the Roman coins were called “medallic
anchives,” for they often resembled
medals in size and were frequently
issued to commemorate events associ-
ated with Olympic games and great
victories.

£ * B3 -
YOIN collecting need not be an ex-
pensive hobby. Condition and

rarily dctermine values, and careful
collectors seldom place worn coins in
their collections. Hundreds of good
coins can be obtained at small cosl.

Unlike stamps, coins do not rapidly
appreciate in value, and on the average
do not reach more than double face
value in 100 vears, cxcept in the case
of rarities, which command high prices
in accordance with demand

In New Zealand a rare copper token
will command a higher price than a
silver crown piece of Charles I, bul

the newcomer o the game must be-
ware of imitations
Frequently  brass  imitalions  of

sovereigns of George I1I come to light.
These usually bear the inscription, “In
memory of the good old days.” and
they are a puzzle to the uninitiated,
who think they might be worth some-
thing until they learn they are card
counters, made in Germany for English
use.

The law provides penalties for
making colourable imitations of Eng-
lish coin, bul thousands of these have
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heen cireulated in New Zealand, pre-
enmably (o give colourable reality to
the pastime of card playing.

A WONDERFUL IHEAD of Heracles
on a coin issued durin%; the reign of
Alexander the Great.

L 3 * * L ]
IPVERY month members of the New
4 Zpaland Numismatic Society meet
in Wellington to hear papers read on
roins or medals and o ’L:xchan_ge in-
formation or specimens. Two-thirds of
the members of the society are not
resident here, but their interest is sus-
tnined by the circulation of full re-
ports of the society’s doings and

digests of papers read.

In the absence of an established his-
torical society. special attention is
riven to New Zealand history in so
wr as it is related to numismatics. The

society has been fortunate in T:he
calibre of its presidents. these being
the Rev. D. C. h:nus. the late Sir John

fankine Brown, Sir James Elliott, and
Mr. Johannes Andersen

Successive Governors-General since
Vviscount Bledisloe have becn patrons
and the present secretary is Mr. James
13erry. the stamp designer. The coins
IIlustrated are from Lhe collection of
Allan Sutherland, F.R N.S.. who is now
president of the society. Mr. Suther-
1and, who was secrelary for the past
15 vears, produced “The Numismatic
Ilistory of New Zealand.' a book of
preat value historically and to numjs-
matists in particular. For his work and
enthusiasm in the field of numismatics
Mr. Sutherland received the high
honour of being made a Fellow of the
Royal Numismatic Society (England),
o distinction conferred on only one
other resident of New Zealand—Arch-
Acacon Gavin of New Plymouth.

THESE COINS WERE OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED IN NEW ZEALAND during the carly days.
o right: New Zealand penny of 1879, of which only about 20 were struck;

Left
rupce of the East India Company;

Spanish “piece of eight™; and French 5-frane piece.
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THE NEW ZEATLAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY,

ROLL OF MEMBERS - lst DECEMBER 1946

4., Australian; BB., Military Badges and Buttons; Brs, British; Cm., Com-
memorative; E., Early English; G., General; Gr., Greek; M,, Medals;

R., Roman; T., Tokens; U,S., United States; Z., New Zealand. (a) Numis-
matic Dealers,

Patron:
His Excellency, The Governor-General, Government House, Wellington.

Honorary lLife Member:

}gledisloe, The Rt., Hon. Viscount, Redhill, Lydney, Gloucestershire, England.
R;G'r'n)

Hon. Corresponding Members:

Deacon, Mr. Je Hunt, M.4.A.N,, National Gallery, Adelaide, Aust. (G.)
Hanham, Sir John, Bart., Dean's Court, Wimbourne, Dorset, England. (GrsR.E.Z).

Composgite Subsoription Members:

Berry, James, Esq., 56 Nevay Road, Seatoun Heights, Wellington, E.5. (Cm.M.TsG,

Cameron, E.K. Esq., Hawera (T.Z.B.B.G. )

Cockroft, . Esq., Bunk of New Zealand, Napler. (T.E.G.)

Cowie Nichol, Colonel I, "Ruriheka", Maheno, (M.G.)

Dale, L.J. Esq., P.0.Box 3, Papanui, Christchurch. (Br.G,(a)). |

Dickson, T.H. Esq., Bristol Road, Inglewood (T.G.)

Elliott, Sir James, MoD., FaRe4.C.S., 43 Kent Terrace, Wellington (M.T.Z.G.)

Ferguson, W.D. Esq., 39 North Terrace, Wellington (T.Br.M.Gr.R,)

Gavin, Archdeacoen, G,H,, F.R.N,S., New Plymouth (R.M.G.)

Hagley, S.V. Esq., Box 92, Renmark, South Australia (A.T.Z.Grc)

Het—z»na.n, JSW. Esq., Under-secretary, Internal Affairs Department, Jellington.
MeZeGe

Hornblow, s BEsqs, 7 Harrold Street, Kelburn Extension, Wellington (ii.Br:T.G.)

Inkersell, Mrs. J.T., Khandallah Road, Khandallah, N.5., (G.,

MoCallum, S.R. Esqe., A.P.4.N.Z., P.0.Box 346, Wanganui (Gr.R.T.Z.G.)

Jackson, Sam E, ®sg., P.0.Box 115, Petone (Br.M.T.G.)

Johnson, Robert, Esq., ¢/0 Union Steam Ship Company, Head Office, wWelling-
ton (T.2.G.)

Meek, W.F. Esq., P.0.Box 239, Dunedin (T.E.G.Br.)

Menzies, C.E. Esg., 39 01d Mill Road, Grey Lynn, Auckland, W.2 (G.)

O'I(hy, Cap;:. Russell I,H. 1031 Marion Street, Denver 3, Colorado, U.S.4.,
A.Z,US.

Palmer, 4.M. Esq., 234 Lagbton Quay, Wellington (Br.G.)

Palmer, Miss Joan, 117 Vigor Brown Street, Napier (T.G.)

Paterson, A.F.M., Esge., P.O.Box 261, Timaru (T.G.)

Xcbertson, John, Esq., 2 Grey Street, Invercargill (Gr.R.T.G.)

Ru%e, P. Wa;tts, s8qe, PN Z I,A., Oxford Buildings, George Street, Timaru
TeMeZaGo

Sh?nnan,)Du.noan F. Bsq., Regent Jewellers, 41 Manners Street, Wellington.
Br.G.

Sherwood, G.C., Esqe, 103 Willis Street, Wellington (G.)

Soloman, N, Esge, P,0.Box 254, Napler (G M) )

Scuthern, T.P. Esq., 132 Devonport Road, Tauranga (T.Z.G.)

Spencer, N,B. Esq., 11 Dilworth Avenue, Remuera, Auckland (G.)

Sutherland, Allan, Esq., F.R.N.S., 15 Farm Road, Northland, Wellington.
(7,ZMAGroG.Cme ) '

Sutherland, Mrs. Allan, }5 Farm Road, Northland, wWellington (G.)

Weas, HF. Bsq., P.0.Box 119, Nelson {G.)

Williams, I1.G. Bsq., "The Gables," 893 Cumberland Street, Dunedine
(T.2.Br.M.G. (a)).

#ilson, Andrew R. Isq., 7 Radnor Street, Hamilton (T.Br.G.,
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Annual Subcription Members:

Algle, Captain John 4., "Merksworth," Takapuna, Auckland (Br.Z,G.)

Andersen, Johannes C. Esq., M.B.E«, F.R.3.N.Z,, 33 St. Helier's Bay Road,
Auckland (T.G.)

Andorson, E.H. Esq., Moana Road, Day's Bay, Wellington (G.)

Atkinson, D.0. Esq., Takanini, Auckland (T.Br.M.Cm,)

Bailey, W.F. Esq., 8 Gloucester Struet, Wangamui (G.)

Banks, R.L. Esqs, 56 Tees Street, Oamaru (G.)

Bannister, L,W. Esq., Grove Street, Nelson (G.)

Berron, J. Esqs, Box 119, Wellington, (G.)

Barr, G.A. Esq., 48 College Street, Masterton (T.M.)

Bates, The Rev, D.C., 1 Washington Avenue, Brooklyn, Wellington (R,T4GTr,G.)

Bosworth, Rowley A. Esq., 10 Minehahn Avenue, Takapuna, Auckland (G.)

Bowler, Allan Esq., Wairakau, Shaftesbury, Te Archa (G.)

Bra.ndtZ C).W. Esqes, Department of Solentific & Industrial Research, Welling-
ton (G.

Broad, Mrs. M., 76 Oxford Street, Dunedin, S.I. (G.)

Byatt, Ron J. Esq., 55 Raglan Street, Mosman, N,3,W., Australia (4.M.G.)

Chetwynd, Ws Esqs, Stamp Duties Office, Featherson Street, Wellington (T.Z.G.)

Collins, H,G, Esqs., 48 Kawatiri Avenue, Wanganui (G.)

Craigmyle, J. Esqs, Solicitor, Ridgway Street, Wangamui (G.) : .

Dettmann, Miss Denise, Viotoria University College, Wellington (R.Gr.)

Drake, Miss A., 5 King's Chambers, Hamilton (G.)

Eatrican, J.C. Esq., P.0.Box 122, Auckland (T.R.Gr,Br.G.)

Meoming, Owen C. Esq., M,A,A.N., 32 Prazer Street, Homebush, N.S,W., Aus-
tralia (A.Z.T.Br,G.)

Gapper, G.C. Esqs, Essex Street, Levin (G.) &

Gilbertson, Edward Esq., 29 Hobson Creseent, Wellington (R.Gr.G.)

Goldstein, Je Esys, 94 Aldson Road, Randwick, N,S.W. Auste, (Te4.Z., UsS.,Br.)

Griffin, J.L. Esqe, P.0,Box 486, Wellington (T.A.Z.M.) ’

Hamilton, Mrs. Mary C., "Cloverdon," Lumsden, Mossburn R.D., Southland (G.,

Ha.E'rison,)R.W. Esqs, Dawson Road, Upper Mount Gravatt, Brisbane, Australia
T.AIG.

Heyde, G.C. Esqs, G.P.0.Box 145, Sydney, NoSeW.y, (TeheZ.BreGe)

Horwood, Eric, Esq., 24 Imperial Terraoe, Kilbirnie, Wellington E.}3 (E.G.M.)_

Hugo, Max, Esq., ¢/0 Messrss John Duthie & Co., Willis Street, Wellington (G.:

Humphreys, Mrs. R.S., Balfour, Southland (G.)

LOndon, Hn'Dl EE(IC, 8 COlin Stree-t’ POI“t. M’J.Llril‘i, Na.pier (»T.ACZULIIGI}

Lynch, Mervyn, Esq., 181 Manchester Street, Feilding (E.Br.R.Gr,)

Mackay, Drs AR.F., The Treasury, Government Buildings, Wellington (G.)

Mextin, Hassell, Esq., 20 Hay Street, Oriental Bay, Wellington, E.1 (G.)

MeCurdy, D.A. Esqe., 90 Kelburn Parade, Wellington, W.l (G.)

Moller, A.L. Esqe, 11 Northland Road, Wellington (T.G.)

Murray, Professor, Viotoria University College, Kelburn, ‘Jellington (R.Gr.)

Noragor, L.D. Esqs, Hill Road, Mamirewa, Auckland (T.Br,G.)

Newman, C. Esq., MoCallum Street, Farmham, Blenhelm (G.) _

Norman, G. Esq., Secretary, N,Z. Shipowners Federation, P.0.Box 1022, iell~
ington (G.)

Oliver, Drs W,R.B., Director, Dominion Museum, Wellington (G.)

Osborne, L., 5 Linwood Avenue, Christohurch, Evl. (Gs)

Petterson, Harold R. Esq., Takaka, Nelson (G.) ‘

Pike, Bey C. Esg., c/o Messrs, Keith Walker Ltd,, Nelson (G.)

Patterson, Andrew, Esq., P.W.D. No, 1 Camp, Hinds-Arundsl Road, Mayfield-
Hinds ‘R.M,D., Ashburton, (Decimalisation).

Quinnell, A,A. Esq., Land & Income Tax Department, Wellington (G.)

Ramsay, Hugh ‘E. Esq., 29 Aldred Road, Remuera, Auckland, S.E.2 (Br.G.)

Raymond, D. Esq., G.P.0,Box 4540, Sydney, N,S.7., Austs, (T.A.Br.G.)

Read, Geoff', Esqs., 28 Duncan Terrace, Kilbirnie, Wellington, E.3 (C,)

Robinson, A. Esq., 32 Landscape Road, Mt. Eden, Auckland, S.1, (Br.G.)

Ross, Donald, Esqs, 15 Worcester Street, Palmerston North (Br.G.)

Rouffignac, J.K. de, Esq., 2 Pickerdng Terrace, Kaiwarra (T.M.G.)

Salter, William, Esq., 145 Caledonian Road, St Alban's, Christohurch (G.)

Saxton, Burton H., Esq., P.0.Box 548, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, U.S.4., (G. U.8.)

Sinclair, Major Donald W., 56 Ira Street, Miramar, Wellington, Esls (G.)

Smith, J.W.M., 30 Edmund Strect, 3tJHelder's, Auckland (T.Z.Brec.)

Sutherland, J. Esqs, 6 Wai-1ti Avenue, Timaru (T.G.)

Tandy, J.G. Esqe, Chief Engineer's Office, N.Z.Railweys, Wellington (T.Br.G.)

Taylor, R.J. Esqe, 70 Grey Street, Palmerston North (U.S.)

Teague, Bernard H.N., Esqs, 112 Marine Parade, Wairoa, H.B., (T.Br.G.ls)
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Thomas, N. Esq., Coronation Hospital, Cashmere Hills, Christchurch (G.)

T5dd, L.C. Esqe, 158 Moxham Avenue, Hataitei, Wellington, E+2. (T.Br.G.)

Vella, Andrew Esq., Mana Island, Titahi Bay (T.Br.G.)

Walker, W.E. Esq., Custodian's Office, Wellington East Post Office (G.)

Wallace, J.B. Esqs., 25 Vilson Street, Timaru (G.)

ialpole, Roger B. Esqe, o/o Rehabilitation Office, Napier (T.M.G.)

Ward, S.P. Esqs, Bank of New Zealand, Wellington, (T.Br.G.)

‘ﬁ’a.?(:‘ren, Jack, Esq., 16 Buninyong Street, Yarraville, W.13, Australia,
T.4.Br.G.)

Watson, L.E. Esq., 13 Amy Street, Moonah, Tasmania (T.A.Br.G.)

Weston, Muray Esqe, 157 Glenmore Street, Wellington, Wel (BraT.G.)

Wilkinson, A.S. Esq,, 11 Princess Street, Levin (Br.G.)

Wilson, J.A.B. Esqs, P.0.Box 121, Kauwhata (G.) '

Excianges, New Zealand.

The Librarian, Auckland Institute & Museum, Box 27, Newmarket, Auckland.
The Director, Dominion Museum, Wellington, Cae3.

The Director, Canterbury Museum, Christchurch.

The Director, Otago Museum, Dunedin.

The Librarian, Alexander Turnbull Library, Bowen Street, Wellington,
The Librarian, Hocken Library, Otago University, Dunedin, N.l.

The Librarian, General hAssembly Library, Wellington, C.l.

The Librurian, Public Library, Auckland.

The Chief Librarian, P.0.Box 1529, Wellington, C.l.

The Librarian, Canterbury Public Library, Box 974, Christchurchs
The Librarian, Dunedin Public Library, P.0.Box 906, Dunedin.

The Editor, "The Banker," A.M.P, Building, Wellington.

Exchanges Overseas

The Deputy Master, Royal Mint, London,

The Deputy Master, Royal Mint, Melbourne.

The Deputy Master, Royal Canadian Mint, Ottawa, Canada,

H.P.Whittle, Esqi, c/o Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Adelecide. .

The Numismatic Society of N,3.W,, 32 Fraser Street, Strathfield, Sydney, NSW.

Hon. Secretary, Royal Numismatic Society, 21 Bedford Square, Londen, #.C.l.

Hon. Secretary, British Numismatic Society, Bedford Square, London, W.C.ls

The Librarian, imerican Numismatio Association, P.O.Box 225, Marinette,
Wisconsin, U.S.A.

The Editor, "The Numismatist," McAllen, Texas, U.S.h.

The Iibrarian, The American Numismatic Society, Broadway at 156th Street,
New Yorke

Frank €. Ross, 15 East 62nd Street, Kansas Gity, Missouri, U.S.A.

B« Koper Esq., Canadian Numismatic & Art Soclety, 377 Henderson Highway,
Winnipeg, Canada.

The Numlsmatist, Australian Museum, Sydney, N.S.W., Aust.

The Librarian, Mi+chell Library, Sydney, N.S./., suste

The Numismatist, British Museum, London.

Murzen Und Medallen, A,G. Freistrasse 103/II Basel, Switzerland.

H. A S=aby, Esqe., 65 Great Portland Street, London, W.le.

The Edltor, Spinks Circular, 5-7 King Street, St. James, London, S.W.l

Colin Pankhurst, Esq., Numismatic Sooiety of South Australia, 60n North
Parade, Torrensville, Adelaide, Australia.
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THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

RECEPTION TO LORD AND LADY BLEDISLOE, 13+th MARCH, 1947

The New Zealend Numiamatic Society, in association with the Librarian and
staff of the Alexander Turnbull Library, tendered a reocption to Lord and Lady
Bledisloe, end Lady Duff, at the Library at 4,30 p.m. on 13th March,

The guests were received by the President, Mr. Allan Sutherland s and Mrs.
Sutherland, Lady Elliott, and Mr. C, Sherwood, and later by Mr. C.R.:.Taylor,
Librarian, the Rev. D.C.Bates, Vice~President, and Mesars. W.D.Ferguson, James
Berry, Hassell Martin, M.Hornblow, A.Quinnell, W.Chetwynd and E.Horwood, members
of the Council. There was an attendance of over 50,

In weleoming the guests, Mr, Allan Sutherlend said that the names of Lord
end Lady Bledisloe had been remembered with affection in all parts of the Domin-
ion. The Society felt that it was welcaming them home. ILord Bledisloe had taken
a keen interest in the Society since its inception, and he was still an honorary
Life Patron., Mr. Sutherland said that although the gathering had been arranged
to enable members and friends to meet Lord and Lady Bledisloe informally and no
speeches were expeoted, he oould not let the oocasion pass without extending a
warm weloome to the guests on behalf of members in all parts of the Dominion, and
thanking them for attending in spite of the limited time at their disposal. The
Society had endeavoured to mark in an enduring mammer the distinguished services
Lord Bledisloe had rendered to New Zealand and to the Cammonwealth, by striking
a medal bearing a portrait of Lord Bledisloe. That medal had been struck during
his term of office as Governor-General and spécimens were treasured possessions of
members.,

He wished the visitors success in their mission to help to stimmlate the
flow of foodstuffs to our kinsfolk in the United Kingdom., The Librardan of the
Turnbull Library, and his staff, were associated in the woelcome. ilr. Sutherland
said the Soclety was indebited to Mr. Johannes Andersen, past President, and IMr.
C.R.H.Taylor, present Librarian of the Turnbull Library, for assisting the Society.
A1l apprecimted the continued intersst in the Society by Lord Bledisloe and his
nephew, Sir Jolm Hanham, who had helped to found the Society sixteen years ago.
He wished the guests every happiness In the future.

In reply, Lord Bledisloe thanked Mr. Sutherland for his kind remarks, and
8aid that as he had only received Mre. Sutherland's letter that morning - although
the letter had been posted over a month ago - he was sorry to give such short
notice but he was pleased to see so many present. Lord Bledisloe said it was a
great pleasure to be back to meet old friends again, but he wished to mke it
clear that he was not visiting New Zealand as an ex-Governor-General, but as a
farmer on a good-will mission. The basic wealth of the Empire and Commonwealth
was the land and its produce, Referring to the medal produced by the Society,
Lord Bledisloe said that many considered that the medallic portralt was a better
likeness than photographs. He had regularly reccived the reports of the Socicty
and dorived much interest therefrom. No other literaturc he received from New
Zealand was of greater interest than the reports of the Society and experts to
whom hc had shown them had expressod admiration of the standard set. He recalled
former mestings and visits to the beautiful Turnbull Library, which was an asset tc
the nation in advancing cultural studies, particularly in Polynesian affairs, Ie
recalled past telks with the former Librarian, Mr. Joharmes Andersen and the
pleasure he had derived from such talks.

A dainty afternoon tea was then gerved and the guests spent an informal hour
renewing friendships. When the guests departed, an indication of the affection
in which they are held in New Zealand was shown by the spontaneous welcome given
by passerg=by, who werc delighted by the unexpected opportunity of again seeing
Lord and Lady Bledisloe, two of the greatest ambassadors of good~will cver to
visit New Zealand from Britain,

JAMES BERRY,
Hone Searetory.

P.0.Box 23,
WELLINGTON
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[HE NEW. ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REDPQRT OF 104th MEETING = 31st MARCH, 1947

THE SOUTH SEA COMDPANY was the subject of a paper read by Mr. Eric Horwood
before the 104th meeting of the Society. Mre Allan Sutherland presided over a
good etiendence of members. JApologies were received from Dr. AR ackay, Mre
A.LMocller, and Major D.7.Jinclair. Minutes of previous meeting were confirmed,

Mr. James Berry reported on the rcception tendered to Viscount and Viscountes:
Bledisloe, end stated “hat special thanks were due to the President and Mrs. Allan
Sutherlind for arranging the reception at short notice. loved by Mrs W.D.Perguson,
and seconded by Mr. Darry, "I'hat this meeting reocords its anpreciation of the
survices rendercd by the President and Mrs. Allan Sutheriand, and the Librarian
and gtaff of the Turnbull Library, for the good work they performcd in arranging
the receptions" Agreed to.

Mr. Berry read an extract from a press cutting in which 8ir James Zlliott,
referring to Lord & Lady Bledisloe, said: "We do not know of any 4wo people in
the Empire who arc more public spirited, more devoted {o service, and who show a
betier example of all that is finest in the flawer of our British people, than
Lord and Lady Bledisloe." Mr. Berry said all members would ccho the sentimente
expreasced by Sir James Elliott.

COUNCIL MEETING, 10th March, 1947, PRINTING AND ILLUSTRATING REPCRTS :
Mr, Berry reported that a meeting of the Council was held on 10th March. Present!:
HMessrs. Berry, Ferguson, Hornblow, Horwood, Martin, Quimmell, Sherwood and Suther-
lend (in the Chair). The President and Hon, Secretary rcported that progress had
been made in regard to tho long-standing proposal that the roports of the Socicty
should be printed and illustrated so that they could be kept in permancnt form.
The cyclostyled reports were valued by cducational authorities and librarians,
end frequently encouraging praise had been received from numismatic authoritiecs
overseas, including Mr., Harold Mattingly, tho British Museum authority and dis-
tinguishsd numismatic author. These authoritics commented on the vigour of the
Society and the scholarship displayed in many reports, but stated that it was a
Pity that these reports wore not printed and illustrated so that they could be kept
in permanent form for rcference and for use as an aid to classical education.
University professors hod asked for the loen of numismatic spcecimens to assist
their students in classical studies, but under the terms of the Gilbertson Memorial
Gift, such specimens could not be removed from the Library. If repcrts were
printed and illustrated from the Gilbortson Memorial Colleotion, all universitics
and cducational authorities in New Zcaland could share in the benefit. As there war
no established Historical Socicty in New Zealand, the Society had given special
attention to the history of New Zealand and the Pacific area. These facts had becn
placed before the Government with an application for finanecial assistance, and the
Government had generously agreed to grant £100 annually. The thanks of the Society
had been conveyed to the Hon. Mr. Parry, Minister of Internal Affairs, and Iir,
J.W.Heenan, Under~-secretary of Internal Affairs.

The Counocil had decided that a sub-comittee, consisting of the President,
Secretary, Assistant Secretery, and Mr. W.D.Ferguscm, be set up to obtain full
information regarding the printing and illustrating of reports. (This information
has been obtained), The Council further decided that all members be advised that
the Society is omsidering issuing printed and illustrated reports at three-
monthly intervals, commencing with the Society's new year commencing in June, 1947.
Domestic notices could be cyclostyled on the lines of those issued by the Geo-
graphic Societys

A further suggestion was made by the Council, that a memoriul volume be is~
sued oontaining e selection of the papcrs read by the late Sir John Rankine Browm,
the papers to be suitably illustrated from the Gilbertson Memorial Collection.

The volume would probably contain 96 pages and the size would be uniform with the
Numismatic History of New Zealand. Mr. W.D.Ferguson said h e would guarantec the
cost in exoess of £100, if necessary, up to 500 copies, and no doubt others roula
essist, This speolal memorial volume could be s0ld at a special price to meibers,
and be available through booksellers. Professor H.AMurray had consented to male
a seleotion of papers and illustrations, and to write a prefaocc, ond Sir Thomas
Hunter would be asked to write a short history of the life of Sir Joln Pankine
Brown. These proposals were deferred for consideration at a subsequent mceting,
and meantime menbers arce asked to offer suggestions regarding the propoisals.
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REVISION OF RULES: The President, on behalf of the sub-camittee, reported
that Mr, John Craigmyle, of Christie, Craigmyle and Tizard, Barristers and Solicl.
tors, Wanganui, had revised the draft rules to make them camply with the Aot rela'c
ing to incorporation, and had ocarried out the work in an honorary capacity. De-
cided to write to Mr, Craigmyle expressing the thanks of the Society for his most
generous action, and to circulate the draft rules to members for their approval
or otherwige.

GENFRAL: Correspondence dealing with coin inquiries were read, coin and
medal publications were tabled, including Messrs. B.A.Seaby's extended Coin and
Medal Bulletin conteining papers read before the New Zealand Numimmatic Society.

Correspondence was rcad concerning a George IIT sovereign, Willism IV sover-
eign, N.Z. 3d piece 1935, N.Z, penny, an inquiry from England for N.Z. Crown
piece, also for copy of the Numismatic History of N.Z. by Allan Sutherland.

An inquiry from a menber regarding possibility of obtaining in New Zealand
South African Crown piece to commemorate Royal visit to South Afriea; an inquiry
from the Associated Chambers of Commerce of New Zealand for permission to re-
produce in its Journal "New Zealand Commerce" article on decimal ocoinage by lir.
Allan Sutherland which had appeared in the August 1945 issue of "Futureg" a
letter from a member, Mr. D.W.Sinclair, enclosing an extract from Art Journal of
1884 on Italian Medals; reports from the Numismatic Society of New South Vales;
a copy of a new magazine, the Australasian Coin Journal, edited by D.Raymond,
P.0.Box 4540, Sydney, Australia, were t abled for inspection, togcther with copies
of "The Numismatist," coin lists from Seaby's, Spink's, and other corrcspondence
and circulars,

NEW MEMBERS WERE ELECTED as follows:-

Mr. R, Noel Johnson, 22 Walmsley Road, St. Helier's, Auckland, E.l, nominated
by Mr. Sutherland, seconded by Mr., Quinnell;

Mr. John Hawke, 3 Staffa Street, Parnell, Auckland, nominated by Mr. Sutheor-
land, seconded by Mre. E. Horwood;

Mr. Robert Young, Jr., Arthurton, Gore, Concial Hills R.D., nominated by Mr.
Sutherland, seconded by Mr. de Rouffianac;

Mr. F.J.Fowler, chemist, ¢/o Messrs. Boot's Ltd., Suva, Fiji, pominated by
Mre. Re Johnson, seconded by Mr. Ferguson.

Mr, R.G.Bell, 61 St. Martin's Road, Christchurch, nominated by Mr. Berry,
seconded by Mr, Sutherlsnd.

Miss S.A.Lange, 19 Alpha Avenue, Bryndwr, Christchurch, nominated by Mr.
Dale, seconded by Mr., Norman,

THE SOUTH SEA COMPANY, or "South Sea Dubble," was the subject of e paper read
by Mr. Eric Horwood. He reviewed tho series of events that made up the history of
the South Sea Campany from its foundation in 1711 to its dramatic rise and eventua
collapse.

"In 1711 Britain's finances were in a preccarious state, after wars on the
Continent and the upheaval attending the departure of the Stuarts. The National
Debt then stood at an astounding figure fcr those éays. Parllament considered
meaas of reducing this figure. Robert Harley, Chancellor of the Exchecquer, an-
nounced in the Howse of Commons that a scheme was being evolved to this ends, Be-
fore any progress could be made, Robert Harlcy was stabbed, while in the House,
by a member who was being held on treason charges, and Harley was absent for two
mon ths; during which time his brother Edward produced a plan for a Government
Trade Corporation on the lines of the African and Bast India companies. The prof=
its fran the proposed venture were to be used for redeeming the National cht.

"Encouragement to subscribe to the company funds was to be civen to proprict-
ors of all national debts, in the shape of 6% interest at one year's notice after
1716. The interest charges were to be raised by duties on wine, vinegar, silk,
ctes, and on trade goods with South Americo.

"The promoters drew an enthuslastic picturc of the riches to be gained from
such a venture and quoted Raleigh and Drake in support. A rumour was sprcad thnt
Spain would grant the Campany the use of four ports in South America for tradc
purposes., So little was then kmovmn of that country that obvious exaggerations
were overlooked. The principle of an empowering Bill was approved in 1711,
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"Among the prominent men of letters intercsted in the new Company were Dean
Swift, who invested £500, and Defoc, who pointed out the dangers in trying to trad
wherc Spanish interests werc so strongly centred, and so vital to the wealth of
Spain.

"Included in the Trcaty of Utrccht with Spain in 1713 were nrovisions granted
to Her Britannic Majesty and the S.S.C. as her agents, to supply Spanish
Colonies with 4,800 negrocs yearly for 30 years, permission to trade and settle
factorics at Panama, Portobcllo, Cartagena, Vera Cruz, Bucnos Aires, and Havana,
with agonts at Jamalca, Cadiz and Madrid, end to send yearly onc ship of loss than
500 tons, on condition that tho King of Spain roocciwed a quarter of the profits and
5 of the romainder.

"Dissatisfaction with the terms were oxpressed by the S.5.C. and this was
allayed by the granting of a licence for a further two ships of 600 tons to trade
in the first year, the Queocn to lend the ships for this purpose. A further loan
of £200,000 was raiscd on this information, but subsequently it transpired that
Her Majesty was to take 254 of the profits for her assistance, and that the Spanisi
Agont at St. James was also to get 73%. The Directors werc so dissatisficd that
they petitioned the Quecen to relinquish hor share of the profits and this Amne
rcluctantly did. In her Address in Reply to the Directors she said: 'I thank you
for your Address. I wish you God speced in carrying on your trade ond lope you
will make better usc than you have hithorto done of what I have bestowed on you.!

"In 1717 the first ammual ship sailled and at this time the Prince of Wales
relinquished governorship of the Company in favour of Ihis father George I. In
1718 thc seocond annual ship was launched but did not szail owing to Spanish viole=
tion of the Treaty of Utrccht., Vhen Spain began by force of arms to rcgain hor
former possessions in Sicily and Naplcs, Britain, as a guarantor of the Trecaty,
was bound to intervene, and a Spanish squadron was destroyed off Pessaro by a
flect under Admiral Bynge In rctaliation all S.S.C. goods and officials in Weat
Indies werce scized. The S.5.C. claimed largc sums for cargocs spoilcd and for
other restrictions, but was nover fully rccampenscd for lossess In 1919 the Wat-
ional Debt was £61,500,000,

"Apart from trading venturcs, the $.5.C, had conductod profitublc financial
transactions, and was a concern of considerable importance in London with an im~
posing building with the 3S House as headquarters, In 1720 Sir John Blunt pro=-
posed an audacious scheme to amalgemate the funds of the S.5.C., Exchequer, E.I.C.
and the Bank of England, under the control of the S.3.C. and thoir cash kccpers
"Sword Blade Co." This proposition was rejccted with soorn, but notwithstanding
the rcbuff Blunt persuaded the Chancellar of the Exchecquer, Alslabic, and the
Pos.tmaster-'Goneral, Craggs, to launch a schcome undor which 'all funds be reduccd
under control of tho §.5.C., including the taking over of the National Debt.!

The S.3.C. offered £3 million to thc exchequer as an inducoment. The Bank of
England bid against the scheme and offcred £5 million, Bidding continucd and the
5.5.C. won despitc Walpolc's opposition,

"The S.S.C. then held in stock an unwicldy sum of 749 million., Credit had
becn stretched to its utmost limits, end therc vms insufficient moncy in the
country to back it up. A pamphlet war stortcd between the Nank of England and
the 5.35.C., whosc dircctors startcd rumours and sharc-pushing to scnd up the
prices of their stock, In May 1720 the pricc of the £100 stock had risen to £500,
and on June 2nd to £890. Peoplc indulged foolishly in the stock market in the
hope of getting rich quickly., Many companies werce floated by promoters who took
advantage of public oredulity and avaricc, and thesc companics later beecame lmarn
as "Small Bubble Companics." This was scon as undesirable competition by the
SsS+C.y which influcnced Parliamentary action t0 cloze them dovm. This caused
some financial losses throughout the country and began public mistrust in the
S.5.C., with a conscquent drop in sharcs. Nevertheless, a fourth subscription was
well managod and sold out in three hours, Aftor further fluctuations, the 3.3.C.
amounccd dividends for the next twolve ycars, thus sending thoe price of sharcs
up, but so many tricd to takc advantego of the risc and sold out, that prices
again tumbled.

The dircotars of the S,3.C. tricd to bring pressurc on the Bank of Ingland
to gher the financial burden but the Bank's refusal put a scal on the affairs of
the € ¢.C. and the crash camc. Stock prices €ell fram £1,000 to £175., Goldaini s
wne ac: pted pledges of gold and Jowcllery for clients wishing to invest, abscords
erd Lealbruptey of Sword Blade Co. followed, with a complete dislocation of publis
crediv and poverty to many thousands of pcoplcs

"
v
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"Angry potitions were forwarded to Parlisment which apprehended the directors
and conf'iscated their estates pending inguiry. The total of their fortunes was
£2 million. Approximately one~-sixth of each estate was returned, with the exocep~
tion of that of Hawes, who was considered most gnilty and allowed to rctain the
odd £31 of an estate of £40,031. Parliament reduced the unmanageable nominal
value of the S.5.C, stock by transferring £9 million each to the Bank of England
and the East India Company, reducing the total to £25 million, and gradually
public confidznce was restoreds The S.S.C. did not go into liquidation at this
time, In 1723 silver supplied b y them was used in minting silver coins of that
year and the coins bore the letters 'SSC.' A not very profitable trade was ocon=-
Hnued with South American ports, and in 1723 the last amual ship was sent and
showed the best profit of all - £70,000.

"In 1748 privileges were surrendered to the Spanish Government, the Charter
was terminated, the funds were taken over by the Exchequer, and so ended the
famous SOUTH SEA BUBBLE."

Mr. Allan Suthcrlend, President, poid a tribute to Mr. Horwood for his survey
and said that practically all that the South Sea Bubble had lcft was a lesson and
its imprint 'SSC' on the coins of Georpie I in the possession of many merbers.,

The South Sea Bubble had its counterpart ir an intermational scale after Great War
I, and this was ably reviewed by Wells in his "Outline of History" (pages 1136
onwards) which bore a striking similarity to current press -reports of world
events, showing that even after Great War II the lessons of history were, to a
large extent, disregarded,

THE REV. D.C.BATES (Vice-President) said "The Llecturcr this cvening has given
us a good outline of the "South Sea Bubble" and we as numismatists are concerned
with conditions in the background., It was the Peace of Utrecht in 1715 that led
the way to that great upheaval. The great European war then closed, left Zngland
with a big national debt. The gainsg of victory had been Newfoundland, liova Scotia
and Hudson Bay Territory from France, Gibraltar and Minorea and certain rights or
concessions for trade from Spain. Tt was these trade prospects and nztional needs
that were really resnonsible for the South Sea scheme.

"The aftermath of war brought about an age of speculation, betting and
gambling, to vhich the Govermment of the day lent a helping hand until too late
it realised its misteken folly, Faoed with a debit, and unwilling to impose taxa-
tion or raise loans voluntarily or by forece, the Chancellor of the Exche quer
found a way of essape time after time by calling a mecting of stockbrokers and
promlgeting through them huge State lotteries. At such a confercnce in 1718 the
stock jobbers made another proposal: in exchange for the South Sca trode (Spanish
monopolies awarded under the Treaty) they offered to take over the whole national
debt in the name of "The Campany of Merchants of Great Britain." This was are
ranged and an Act was passed actually to allow the King to become a dircotor, The
shares rose tenfold almost overnight, and were thon regarded as capital s although
no legitimate trade had taken place. The Spaniards, as Mr. Horwood had shovm,
thwarted the efforts of the Compony. About 150 other companies werc also selling
shares in all sorts of "wild eat" schemes, which brought sudden fortunc or disas=
ter to many. Tales were told of scrvants and small tradesmen who bouzht shares
end sold them again 2%t vast profits and "from being scarcely able to nurchase o
dimner, were now cxalted in coaches and owners of large cstates,"

"Borkeleyvisited Enzland in 1720 when the excitement was at its height., Ve
waB shocked at the luxury, the grossness, the corruption he saw prevalent, and
published shortly afterwards "aAn Essay Towards Preventing the Ruin of Great Brii-
ain" which he saw was impending fram greced. 1In 1721 the Bubble burst, and the
Archblshop of Dublin then wrote: "I will no more of your South Sca schene, but 1t
has surely made us miserable in the highest degrec if starving be misery. The
merchants have no trade, the shopkeepcrs nced charity (subsidies?) and the cry of
the vhole people is loud for bread. The gaols are full, not of Statc prisonecrs
but of debtors,"

"Hiztory repeats itself, and we should learn fran the same as a guide o
wiser conduct. The aftermath of the Grest War IT is on us with went and wastc on
either hond, while sport end gembling hold sway on every side, with men and women
shicking their responsibilities as citizens and seeking fortune rather by luck
than fram toil and thrif+t.
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"As an escape from direct taxation or benevolence, and as a means of absorb-
ing surplus wealth or credit, State lotteries, which have been such a curse in
other times and countries, are actually being advocated here. We already have
big "Art Unions," holding out prizes of "alluvial gold" run off every fortnight,
in support of oertain charities, There is also a big drain of money out of the
country to Tattersalls and Irish and Indian chances on horse races. As elsewhere
post=war inflation has already got us in its grip, and the motto seems to be
‘more for less and less for more.'"

"Putting on one side the question of paper money, numismatios is the science
which treats of coinage and medals in their relation to history, showing by the
quality and quantity of the metals uged, as well as by the art displayed, the
fortunes of mankind in the rise and fall of nations and Empires."

Mr. Bates showed three medals of Queen Anne:

2) PFor the victory over the French in 1711;

3) Malplaquet (battle of), dated on the medal as "31 Aug. 1709"
but given in histories as Sept. 11th of that year, bringing
to our notice the 11 days cmitted from the calendar in 1752,
The alteration of date raised the election cry of 1753 "Give
us back our eleven days."

%1; For the Treaty of Utrecht, 1713;

Me. W.D.Perguson displayed a series of silver coins showing the imprint S.S5.C.

Mr. Horwood was accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his paper.
sent in for identification . .

A DENARIUS TRAJAN Avas exhibited by the Rev. D.C.Bates. Itwas a fine silver
specimen for the year A.D, 110, O0b.v profile of Trajan, and rev, figure of young
woman lying on ground and a wheel resting on her knee, and underncath VIA TRIANA,
which commemorates the new road comstructed by Emperor Trajen at his ovn expense
from Beneventum to Brundusium., Roman coins bore likenesses which were confirmed
by encient statues, tlus testifying to the skill of the engravers of the coinage
of that time. The Romans cammemorated victories and great events on coins Just
as wo do on positage stamps. The warring years of Trajan's long reign afforded
many specimens that had been concealed during uncertain times. Mr. Bates also
showed other coins of Trajan and explained fhe variety of insoriptions. After
AD. 105 OPTDMO FRINCIPO (the best Prince) was found on most of the reverses.

The greeting, for ages, to a newly enthroned Emperor was FELICIOR AUGUSTO TRAJAMNO
MELIOR = "Happier than Augustus and better than Trajan."

Mr, Guinnell said Trajan may have built the road at his omn expense, but no
doubt the people paid for it in the end.

Professor Murray said there was no income=tax in those days.

EXHIBITS: Mr, Murray Weston exhibitcd Japanese occupation money of Indon-
esia, 100 guilders (was warth approx. £16) 10 guilders (was worth approx. £1.12s.)
and 1 guilder (%s.2%d), 5 and 1 cent, also 5, 1, & guilders, and 1 peso and 5
centavos, also pernny and half=penny of British West Africa, Edward VIII, and 5
cents U.S.A. 1870, 2 cents 1864, and 1 cent 1857,

The meeting closed with a general discussion among members vhile partaking
of supper.

JAMES BERRY,
Hon, Secretary.

P.S. The next meeting of the Society will be held on Monday, 28th April.
Owing to electricity cuts, meetings will commence at 8 p,m. until further notice.

NOTE BY PRESITENT: Membera offer congratulations to . and virs. Janes BDerry
on the bilrth of a son, and to Mre. and Mrs. Hormblow, also on the arrival of
another son.
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THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

REPORT OF 105th MEETING -~ 28+4h APRIL, 1947

Tho 105th meeting of the Socicty was hcld at the Turmbull Library on 28th
April. The President, Mr. Allan Sutherland, occupicd the chair., The minutes of
the previous meeting were confirmed. A mcssage was received from dir, Johannes
Andersen, Auckland, conveying his good wishcs to members, and submitting spocimens
of a numismatic journal from Denmark. The President reported that a Council mect-
ing had been held on 24th April, when a rcport on the Memorial Volume and an printe-
ing reports was roccived., The gub-committce was dirccted to go ahead with pre-
liminary errangements. Draft rules were discussed and amendments madc. The sub=-
committee was instructed to have the draft rules printed for circulation to mem-
bers for their approval, The Hon. Treasurcr was asked to ronder accounts to un=
finencial mombers., A Programme Committee wag proposed to invite members to submit
papers and to allooate dates for the cnsuing year. In future papers would be read
immediately after confirmation of minutes unless urgent matters call for carlicr
attention.

THE PASSING OF PRECIOU3 METAL MONEY was the subf ct of a paper read by Mr.
Allan Sutherland., He said "Goodbyc to Gold" was a general cry after the last fin-
ancial depression, 1931-33., During Great War I, Great Britain went off the gold
standard., From 1925 Lo 1931 there was a return to the gold standard, In 1930,
the United Kingdom melted £30 million worth of sovercigns, much of it new, into
ingots, and from that time onwards it may be said that the gold currencles in most
countries went out the front dvor. A modified gold standard, but not a gold cur-
rency, was now coming in through the back door of most countries, under the cloak
of the Bretton Woods Agrecment. Refercnces to gold in that Agreement had caused
sigspicion, but all countrics appearcd to have adopted it, with the exception of
New Zcaland and Russila,

"The generation that handled gold currcncy is fast dying out. Gone arc the
dayswhen the true "hard money" consisted of dises of precious metal, vith intrinsic
valucs équivalent to their superscriptions. Shortly, silver coins of the United
Kingdom, and presumably thosc of Commonwcalth countries, will have no more intrin=-
8lo valuo than that of steel washors. We shall then have a purely token coinage.
Plastic tokens are being uscd by the British military foroes in Germany and, pro-
vided the issue is controlled, thesc plastic discs will be equally cfficient as a
medium of exchanges Nevertheless, the loss of precious~metal money is a break fram
British tradition. Storling values have been synonymous with ster@ing worth -
50lid and unchangeable, In an cconomic sense, however, debasement of coins today
had not the same significance as it had when Julius Caesar, or Henry VIII, issucd
silver-plated copper coins as silver coins, At that time ailver coins represented
an inherent standard of value in rclation to gold, and therc wes no great super-
structure of bank-notes, cheques, and credit as we lnow them today.

For over 2,000 years Britain has used precious-metal money. The year 1947
will be a landmark in British numicmatic history in that it will mark the opening
of a new cra of base~metal or purcly token moncy.

The varieties of nationalitics of the lssucrs of early Inglish coins, recalls
to mind Defoc's satire, [HE TRUB~BORN ENGLISHMAN,"

"The Romans first with Julius Cacsar camc,
Including ell the nations of that name,

Gauls, Greeks, and Lombards; and by compubation;
Auxiliaries, or slaves of ev'ry Nation,

With Hengist, Saxonsj Dencs with Sueno came,

In scarch of Plunder, not in search of Fame,
Scots, Picts, and Irish froa the Hibernien Shorcj
And Conquering Williem brought the Normans o'ler.
A1l these their Barbirous Off-spring lef+t behind,
The Dregs of Armies, they of all Mankindj
Blended with Britons who beforc were hero,

0f whom the Welch hat! blest the Character,

Trom this aAmphibiouns Ill-born Mob bogan

That vain, ill-natured thing, an Englishman,"

Bven in those barbarous timcs, precious-metal money was uscd and spccimens
which have come dom to us-show, in their crude deosigns, the chequerced history of
Lnegland.
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Gold staters, with designs shoving Greck influence, werc in circulation in
Engiand about 50 B.C. Romen gold and silver coins were widely issued during the
Roman occupation, including the gold aureus, and the Anglo-Saxon gold thrymsa,
issued at Canterbury when Augustine arrived from Rame to convert the British %o
Christienity., Offa, King of Mercia, 767=79G, issued the first silver penny, which
was praotically the only unit of exchange for about 300 years,

From 1066 "and all that" up to and including the time of King John, of Magna
Certa fame, only silverpcnnies were used. Henry III, his son, issued a gold nicaz
welghing two sterlings, cqual to 20 pence. Edward III issued a florin of gold,
worrth 6s, and a gold noble, worth Gs.8d. It is possible that at this stage,
1027=77, the charge of the legal men began, The numismatic veluc of the noble,
however, is now about £400, rather more than the parallel increase of the fces of
som of the legal fraternity.

GOID COIN DENCGMINATICNS: Since that time curious gold coin denominations
figure in the list of coins of 3ritain. Edwerd IV issued a gold ryal (10s.) and
fractions, and Honry VII issucd a doublc ryal {20s.) and thus the pound sovercign
was born. Henry VIIT issued the so-called double sovercign (44s. or 453.) and
various other gold coins dom +o the gold crom (5s.) and a half-crown. Queen
Mary, 1553-4, issued a sovercign (30s.), a Rial (15s.) and an Angel (10s.), all
golds Elizaebeth issucd a sovercign (30s. or 20s.) and six minor gold coins. This
was the time of the grant of a chartor to the Fast India Company, and of Drake,
Raleigh and shakesncarce.

James I of England, who unrited tie crowms of England and Scotland, was the
most prolific issucr of gold cecinse. He issucd & sovercign at 30s., half-sovercign
at 15s., and a crovm at 7s.0ds His sccond issuc included a unitc for 20s. or 22s.,
a double crovm, a Britain crowr, a half-Britain crowm, and a thistlc crowm, the
latter at 4s. or 4-5.4%1, and all of gold. He also issued a rose ryal, spur ryal,
Angcl, Angelet, and a laurel or unitc for 20s,

Cherlcs I issued a unite cr broad, 20s., and o double crown, 10s. From the
Oxford mint he issued a treble unite, 60s., and a Britain crowm, 10s, When Charles
I was being hunted, prior to oxcoution, gold and silver plate werc as important as
arms., Royalists rcceived and commondecred gold and silver plate, which was cut
with shears and stamped as currincy for payment to troops to carry on the fight,

In contradistinction, during th: war just cnded, gold and silver reserves were
buried - most of the gold at Pt Knox, U.S.A, = and the greatest war in history
was waged on paper IMoncy.

To resume the story of British gold issucs, the Commonwcalth issued 20s.,
10s. and Sse. gold pleces, but the Protectorate issuecs were o 50s« picce, and a
broad for 20s. and a half-broac.

With the Restoration, Charlcs II called in 511 Comanwealth money, and at
this time commenced the mille-zr.i-serew method of coining in lieu of the harmered
method. The day=wage in Ingleri during this poriod averaged 8a with food, and
lse. without, and the Justices ¢ fssex considered that a working man, his wife
and four children, requircd 10s, a week for thoir maintonancc, From this time +the
handsomc gold five-guinea piecc, at £5, the two-guinca £2, and the onc-guinca £l
and the half-guinea, as well as the broad 20s. and the half and quarter broad made
their appearence.

THE GUINEA got its name from gold obtaincd from the Guinca Coast, in Afrioca.
Portuitously far the British, <his gold was capturcd from +he Dutch, and a Royal
arder provided that the coing struck from this plunder should be marked with a
"1ittle clephant." Sometimes - tiny castle was added to the mark.

Guincas (and multiples ani divisions) wore issued fran 1662 to 1815, It
appcars to have been the coin ¢ the gentry. The survival of the term in accounts
in New Zoaland today, in the atscnce of any coin of that valuc, is merely o polite
method of saying "and five per sent rake-off for mce" :

From James II to Anne, goll five, two, one and half-guincas vere issucd, at
varying values, but it was not until Goorge I (1714~-1727) that the woluc of the
guinea as we lkmow it today beeme £141.,04. George I also issucd a quartscr=guinen
in gold.
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The five and two guinea pleces ceased with George II, and George III issued
the last of the guineas, his issues being ane, half, third and quarter guineas.
George III reinsteted the sovereign at 20s. and the halfw-govereign, and subse-
quent issues have been in those denominations, with the exception of the double
sovereign of George IV and .the £5 pioce and double sovereign of Victoria s Edward
VII, and George V.

I have listed only the major gold issucs of England, to show tho links with
gold ourrency for the last 2,000 ycars. The same links cen be shown in most coun-
tries.

GOLD CURRENCY IN NEW ZEALAND., New Zealand affords an intoresting history of
the usc of gold coins of eny nations. When trade was commoncing between Now
South Walcs and New Zealand in 1800, the guinea - and not the sovereign - was pro-
claimed current in Sydney at 22s., prosumably to kcep the coins in the country.
The other gold coins used there werc the Johanna and half (Portugal), Ducat (fol-
land), Mohurs and Pagoda (India). Necw South Walcs oontrolled New Zealand from
1840-41. 1In New Zealand in 1841 thc sovoreign and the half=sovereign werce the
officlal gold coins at first, but coin shortages resulted in the handsome gold
doubloon of Spein being adopted officially to pass at £3.14s.04, and the 20 franc
plece (Franoc) at 1bs. In 1847 tho doubloon was devalucd to £3 in Now Zosland,
and thehalf, quarter and ecight doubloons of gold wore then officially rocogniscd.
Tho eagles and double cagles of the U.S.A. worc wnofficially cwrrcnt, and wore
widely uscd by whalers and twraders on the coaxmt.

Mthough the gulnca was nover recognised officilelly in New Zcaland, as it
wag in Australia, this coin torm has persistcd in New Zealand for over a contury
as a luorative device to delude customers. From 1857 to the present, New Zealand
has exported ovor £100,000,000 worth of gold.

The last timc we saw gold coins circulating in Neow Zealand was when Admiral
Coontz arrived with the American flcet in 1925. Iis saileors werc paid in gold
sovorcigns freshly minted in Mclbournc, it is stated, fram gold brought therc by
the American fleot. These ooins mcltod like snow before the sun, and since then
gbld ourrency has been a momory only.

INFLATION: Hungory proscnts a rocent cxample of wild inflation and a rc=
twn to a gold stemdard. The Tatham Stamp and Coin Co., Springficld 98, MNnss.,
advertiscs for a few cents oach, a range of inflation notes, and the dates of
issuc and astronomical donominations show the rapiditywith which the pengo de-
teriorated from its pre-war veluc of 18 cents s Wmbil it was rcplaccd by a dilpengo
(1 million pongoes), and a Bilpengo (1 4rillicn pengoes) bascd on the country's
gold reserve. Prosumably this is a much watered "gold~rouble" stendard, Tho
table tclls its own tale:

100,000 (100 thousand) SZAZEZER PENGO Oct. 1945.

1,000,000 (1 million) EGYMILLIO FENGO Nov. 1945,
10,000,000 (10 million) TIZMILLIO PENGO llov, 1945,
100,000,000 (100 million) SZAZMILLIO PENGO Mar. 1948,
1,000,000,000 (1 billion) EGYIILLIARD FENGO Mar, 1946,
10,000,000,000 (10 billion) TIZEZER MILPENGO Apl. 1948,
100,000,000,000 (100 billion) SZAZEZER HILPENGO Apl. 1946,
1,000,00C,000,000 (1 trillien) EGYMILLIO MILPENGO lay, 1948,
10,000,000,000,000 (10 4rillion) TIZMILLIO IMILFENGO May, 1948.
100,000,000,000,000 (100 trillion) SZAZMILLIO FENGO June 1946,

1,000,000,000,000,000 (1 quadrillion) EGYMILLIARD MILFENGO Junc 1946,
10,000,000,000,000,000 (10 quadrillion) TIZEZER B.-EENGO Junc 1946,

A bank notc wes also issued in Junc, 194G, for onc hundred quintillion pengo
(100,000,000,000,000,000,000) .

The Greek drachma, which had a pre-war valuc of 7 cents, was inflated during
the German occupation to such an cxtent thnt notes were issued in lorge denomina-
tions up to 100,000,000,000 drachma, and most of these notes can now be obtaincd
for a fow acents.

During the war British sovercigns werc dropped from planos into Groece; same
boxcs burst and the gold coins got into private hamls. New Zoaland scrvicomen
say thot et thz end of the war English soveraigns were sold there for 15 English
£1 notes, and in Italty for 12 English £1 notes.
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From a trade point of view, gold coin values appear to be about five times
the original value, although the advertised offers of £2,10s.0d4 for a sovereign
still remain. The inflated trade value appears to be outstripping thc numismatic
value of many coins. Purchasers of anmuities and insurance the world over are
learning to their cost the penalty they pay through lack of a stable stamdard of
values

Throughout the world gold coins have been taken out of the lmnds of the
people, and gold has been elcvated to a master position in international exchange.
History has shown that a gold currency cannot kcep pacc with rapidly expanding
trade although it has been useful as an anchor. Wells held the view that gold
was "dead stuff" and could not rospond to the incrcascs and decrcases of rcal
wealth end that 1t made every now production pay tribute to thc profits of the
past. He considercd that whilc world standards were cantrolled by a multitude of
Gow mments, gold currenciecs, while not ideal, werc probably thc best stop-gap,
notwithstanding the "barometric antics" of European currencics after World War I.
Like Tennyson, he envisaged a ¥World Federation under which such important mattcrs
could be solved without the limitations of patriotic prcjudices. Many claim that
under the Bretton wWoods Agreement, the world is groping towards that end.

Mro A.Quinnell moved a votc of thanks to the President for his paper and
stated that the gold Bezzant of the Byzentium Empirc afforded a notable examplc of
a precious-metal coin being widcly accepted as a standard of value. Constantino-
ple was then at the cross-roads in a trading scnse, and for 500 years that gold
coin was accepted because of its purity, and this continucd until the cross-roads
werc blocked by the Turks in 1452, The daric,shckel and the dueat werc other ox=
amples, Although the British sovercimn had a widc geographical distribution as a
standard of intrinsic value, its circulation was short=lived in comparison with
other standards, At Murdos and Lemnos, during World War I he rccalled
being paid in sovoreigns; this was the Ilast time he had handled g0ld, but the
coins were uscloss there beceause there was nothing to buy.

Mre James Borry, in scconding the motion, said that cupro-nickel coinage,
which no doubt would be cxtended to the Commonwealth, would have a token value
orly and it would be intercsting 4o scc how that affected collecctors, who natur-
ally had a groater apprcciation of preciocus~mctzl moncy., Tho proportion of thosc
who collected notes would be small to thosc who collected gold and truc silver
monvy, and he wondercd whether the same position would arisc as between silver and
svpro-nickel coins. After every war, the valuc of moncy dropped considerably, and
tha 5 was in evidenee today,

Professor Murray said that the owl of Athens, vwhich did not change in wvaluc,
was long regarded as the standard mcasure of value in the Mediterrancan and nearby
trading aveas. The Athenians did not live on their own but exported and imported
goods, and merchants who wanted cash would go to the money changers to obtain that
standard coin which was an important factor in facilitating trade over a widc area.
History provided many examples of devaluation of money following wars, and the
marted devaluation of the Rouwan As following the Punic “ars was a case in point.
The Romans imported spices, jewels and other rarities from the Eest and the Zast
did not want anything in return, with the resul: that the Romans were gradually
draired of their gold, and this problem was thought by some scholars to be acute
about the year 450 B.C. when laws were enacted to preserve gold stocks and even
to prevent gold objects being buried with the dead.

Mre VW.D.Ferguson said that all countries had to resort to taxation and loans
to wage vwers, and the piling up of debts and destruction inevitably resulted in
depreciation of currency when peace camc. The Greek gold stator was an example
cf a wilery accopted coin because of its wnvarying intrinsic valuc, and:crude
imiretions of the iacedonian gold stater were circulated in England in 50 B.C.,
showing the wide influence of +hat coin.

Mre Hornblow referred to the passion for treasuring gold for adornmcnt and
vef'erred to an authentic case of = man having sound teeth removed purcly for the

purpose of having a gold denture madc, as a portable gold reserve.,

Iry MaWeston reforred to art union prize moncy of £2,000 being offercd in
alluvial gold, but zctually paid in notes.

M. Sutle rlind was accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his PAPOT .
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NEW MEMBERS were cleected as follows:-

Mrs C.Corbett, Waimonu Road, Suva, Piji (nominated by ilr. R.Johnson and
scconded by Mre A.Sutherland). (Inadvertently omitted from provious
report.

Mrs D.C.Pricc, Tcachers! Training Collegc, Epsom, Auckland (nominated by
Mr. J.Berry, scconded by lr. A.Quinnell).

Mre R4 .Steensen, Koromatua, via Frankton (nominated by lire J.Berry,
scconded by Mr. A.Quinnell).

Mrs, J.Berry, 56 Nevay Road, Scatoun Heights, Wellington, E5 (nominated
by Mre AeSuthcrland and seconded by Mr. W.D.Ferguson.) (Compositc Life
subscription. )

TASMAN MEDAL: Designs were submitted Dy krs J.RBerry and examined. Decided
that details repgarding production be submitted to e future meeting, and meantime
the designs to be referred to a sub-committee consistin; of the President, lir. J.
Heenan (subject to his consent), Messrse Martin and Hornblow, for their approval,
and that the opinion of Mr, Johannes Andersen be obtained before finally approv-
ing of the designs.

CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS were tabled, including report of the Numismatic
Society of New South Wales, and a copy of the first issue of THE AUSTRALASIAI COIN
JOURNAL, issued in Brisbane,

DECIMAL COINAGE: Mr. Sutherland tabled an extract from "The Mercantile
Gazette," advocating decimal coinage for New Zealand, and a progress report of
the Council of the Decimsl Associstion, Ensland, 1946, submitted by Mr. NNocl John-
son, New Zealand reoresentativc,

NEXT MEETING will be held on 26th oy, when Mr. A.Quinnell will recad a short

pavers on the coins of Madagascar.

JAMLS BERRY,
Hon. Secrectary.

Box 23,
WELLINGTON, N.Z.
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REPORT OF 106th MIETING -=- 26th MAY, 1947,

The 106th Mesting of the Society was held on 26th Maey. lir. Allan Suther-
land, P.R.N,S. presided,

MADAGASCAR: Mr, A. Quinnell read a paper on iADAGASCAR, with some re-
ference to the coinage passing until the complete French occupetion, He said,
"Details differ a little regarding the discovery of this large Island, but it is
generally agreed that in the year 1506 Ruy Pereira Coutinho end Fernao Soares
disoovered the West and Eest coasts respectively, and that Lewronce Almeida, one
of the Viceroys of Portugel, made the first landing when on his way to take up
his sppointment,

These olaims are not essentielly oontradictory. Presumsbly tho Vioeroy
would be a passenger on the ship of Fernaso Soares who might have been the sailor
who first oried 'Lend Ho' - or rather tho Portuguese equivalent!! At any rate
1t 1s conceded that in the year 1506 the first 'Buropeans' sighted this large
and potentially rich Island, :

I am afraid that very few historians know of the very early trading ven-
tures of the Chinese, Arebs and the sp-called 'lMoors', who had unexcelled bold-
ness, navigational skill, and ship-building ability: so we £ind in possibly the
greatest of travsl books, written by liarco Polo, thet the Chinese knew and traded
to the Island of 'Magester! or 'iadeigesocar',

But to return to the Portuguese, who opensd up the world for trede, again,
I think that, more especially here in New Zealand, we heve heard little of the
part played by the intropld courage and ability of those onc-=time leaders of ox=
oursions into the unknown, It is admittod that thc maps, sailing dirootions, and
the 'logs' of tho gireet trading asasocietions which contained cerefully guarded
seorets from rival assooiations, and foreigners, have boon lost, and much that
has lain neglected and unknoin through tho centurics will have been destroyed in
the comperatively recent ‘orgiocs of destructlon'}

Berly in modorn Medagascan history ono reads of a dispute between the
Malagsy and the French over the destruction of a Portugucse Settlement in 1842,
You will recollect the groat "interests® that Franoh held in India, and the
'Bast', for many yecars, and, of oourse, they would not noglect this 'stepping-
stone! to their 'possessionsg' and tha lands in which they were so interested, so
we find that the Portuguese failed to hold liedagascar, The Malagsy on land end
the French at sea, ocombined with the growing enfeeblement of the Portuguese,
lof't an almost clear way for the French.

But the Freonch military oxpeditions mot with disasters. From time to time
the country generally was benefited by individual traders, planters from the
French Island of Reunion, and the now British Island of Meuritius, and, of oourse,
othor lands, so we find the French making the most porsistent attempte to colon=
ise, settle, annox trade., All this is reflected in tho coinage, which 'passed!
bofore the French Protoctorato, of the twelfth of Decamber, 18956, Though the
island is very rich in easily smclited copper and iron, tho nativea had no idea
of using any shape of metals as currency.

The Malagsy are Jjudged to ba very cleosely akin to the great Maleyen
peoples, which, coming to the Paoific, beceme the Polynesians and the lMelanssiers,
Curiously enough, they are very deficiant in the usual Poly-Melanesian ability
to carve, and the tribel Gods were merely bundles of odds and ends, without the
slightest resemblance to human or enimal forms, though they were skilled house
builders, using the besutiful netive woods for panelling, eto., Another point of
divergence was the cannibalism of Polynesiens and Melanesians whereas the natives
of iiedagasoar were never cannibals, Also, they had some considerable skill in
pottery. They heve vory definitely no affinities with Africe, aoross the
lozenbique Channel, a bere three hundred miles away, and show vory slight in-
fluencas of Ared trading in the vy of writing, (thet is Arabie writing, left %o
right). Tho Malagsy did not havae any soript.

Here was & vory large land area, with an average breadth of 250 miles in
the South, tho centre 350, ond & length of 978, mounteinous, with a swampy coast-
lino fever-ridden, ss is usuel in the tropies, very rioh in woods ond motals,
proctioally undevcloped for thousands of yeers. Reunion, and Meuritius are 450
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and 550 miles away, respectively,

When Zuropean traders began to penetrate, the usuel mixture of coins
brought by various means circulated: ell acoounts were reckoned in Spanish
dollars, the so-called 'Pillar dollar' for the 'Pillars of Hercules', (the
Streits of Gibraltar: dinsoribed 'Plus ultra') which passed in so many parts of
the world, As Madagasocer wes 'opened up', the doller at first dominated the
currency, but with the gradually inoreasing French 'pressure’ the French Fiva
Franc pieoes, of almost equivalent value were custing these coins, However, as
has ocourred in all such oircumstances any coins of similer size, thickness, and
woight, freely passed from hand to hand. Coins of the Zuropean Kingdoms were
raopresented: Sardinis, Belgium, Austrie, Itely, eto., end Americen moneys = tho
Mexican, Bolivian, Peruvian, and the other North and South American States oir-
culated freoly.

Roverting to the tonaciously growing French finfluence': +the Prench
coins included the Louis XIV, 1CG14-1715; XV, 1715=-1774; XVI, 1774-1793; the
first Republic, (ante-Napoloon Bonaparta); thon the Consulate; then the first
Empire (Napoleon Bonaparteg 1804-1814; Louls XVIII (brother of Louis XVI);
Nepoleon (return from 21ba); Louis XVIII, 1824; Charles X, 1824-1830; Louis
Phillipe (by will of the poople), Abdicated 1848; Louis Napoleon, 1851, elected
Emperor, 1852; Napoleon 1II, 1870,

For the smaller values these ooins were ocut in small pieces, of all
shapes and sizes, snd the '4esi' of these fragments was by means of weighing,
oeverybedy oarrying small sceles,

The dollar was divided into eight 'sikely' (roughly 6d.), each sikajly is
dividod into nine 'eranambatra! which cech yleld ten 'vary-venty'! or tho woight
of & plump rice grain., Thus tho dollar contained 720 'Parte'. Furthoer woighing
was dono by varying the basic weights in the scale panas, and adding grains of
110G,

To effoot some regularity in the business trensactions the Hove Govern-
ment issued stumped wolghts, the 'lomo!, roprosenting tho helf dollar weight,
'kiroho! the quarter doller, roughly onc shilling: ‘'sikaly', ebout 6d., and
the 'roa-voemcna' of which the wvalue wegs sbout 44,

When RADAMA the first asosnded the throne it was intended to issuc a
National coinago, &and one of the Missioners prepared a vory good profile of him,
but on his death the idea was abandoned.

Part of tho Coronetion Coramony consists of tho tribes, state officiels,
foreigners, missionors, otc., prosenting a Spanish dollar as their 'Hezina!
(presont) token of loyalty and submission to tho now sovoreigng this also applicd
to when a 'stranger' was granted an sudience with the monarch,

I mentioned the first recorded trouble between the French end tho Malagsy
was in 1642 over the French endeavouring to oust the Portuguese and the
*troubles' continued., More recently, in 1861, Franoa, Groat Britein and tho
rvialagsy, concluded a treaty, Thorc was trouble boetween the Franch and the most
cnergetio tribe, Hillmen, tho 'Hovas', end in 1877 a serious quarrel., In 1882
France claimod Protectorate over part of the North~wost portions under a treaty
of 1840-1, The Malagsy appoaled to tho Governments of Groat Britein and Franoe,
scnding & mission of natives to both London and Faris,

French bombarded and took Tamatave in 1883: and theru was constant
fighting until the proclamation of the French Protestorate in Docermber, 1695,
when l.adagescar beoame attached to the Frenoh Colonias,

The recent history will be frosh in your minds of tho British Expedition-
arv Foreo, thae 'Vichy Government's looal resistance, and now we read that the
lMalagey want thoir indopendence."

¥Mr. 4., Suthorland said that tho small aossoclation betweon Fronch licdazas-—
enr and the noarcst land mass was paralleled in the casc of Fronch New Calcdonia,
in the MNorthern throat of the Tasman Soa botweon Australis and New Zealand,
Geograpny and history had run countor to each other in each cosa, Many Naw Zoo-
land *troops were garrisoned ot Now Celcdonin during the war, but that ILsland vas
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still almost. forgotten by the averago Newr Zecalander, oxcept when scen on a mep.
If 8ir George Grey's advico had beocn takon, probably those forcign spots would
now be British, The refercnce to 'Bits' in Medagascar rocallcd the precticc of
cutting Spanish dollars into 'Bits' for subsidiary denominations. In the whal-
ing days, whon tho Spanish dollar was almost tho standard coin in tho *Yestorn
Homisphors, theore wore closor trade ties bhotween the countrios ecnd islends under
difforent flags than oxisted today.

Miss D, Dottman asked what was the origin of the term "four bits" in
United States coinoge. Presumably the wide zocaptence of the Spanish dollar in-
flucnced the United Statos in adopting the doller instoad of storling donomina-
tions,

Mr, W.D. Forguson said that in comparatively rocont timos ho had scen
Maria Thercsn thalors boing ninted by the Royal Mint in London for uso in the
Mediterrancen erea. At the timo the Unitod Stutes threr off what thoy callod
tho British yoko, ther wore femilinr with tho Spanish dollar which had been
mintod in Moexico and clsawhore in largo guantities. The United Statcs based its
now dollar on the piecc of oight, and wisoly adopted the decimal system., British
colns wore ofton scarcsc in the Colonics ot this timoc.

Mr, A, Quinncll said that the lack of British coinage was onc of the minor
ocauses of the revolution, Ropaated requests for herd moncy brought no apprec-—
iable results and pepor moncy had to be issucd, thus causing dissatisfaction.

Profossgor Murray esiced whethor the Spanish doller itsolf was copied from
tha Austricn thaler uscd in tho heditoranncan area?

Mr, i{, Hornblow said that the Bank of Bngland had issucd silver dollers
in 1804 for circulation in Zngland, The term "throopenny bit" still survived
in New Zoaland,

Mr. A, Suthorland said thot Harvood FProst, in "The Zvolution of the Dol-
lar" stated that the doller originctod from the Joachimsthaler coined from gil-
vor mined in the Bohemian vallcy of Joachimsthal.

Racalling tho so-oalled British yoke in Amoricn, a students! magoazine had
rcoently doclered thet "It wee no wonder the Americans won = tho Amorican foroos
wore all dAnglish, and tho EZnglish forces all Gormans,"

Mr, A, Quinnell was accorded a hcarty vote of thenks for his intceresiinag
pOAPOT.

Tho Presidont stated that Mr. Johannos C. Andorscn had rritton scnding
his good wishes to ell meowboers, and hed sont tho following interscsting comments
on Report pages 149-154:= "I was particularly struck by the paragraph relot-
ing to tho medal for the battle of Malplaguct, on which the dato is giveu os
31 August 1709, bubt in historios as 1l Scptembor of thet ycear, tho apparcnt
discrepancy being due to the dropping of 11 deys in the calondar for 1752,

Numis matists who posscaos that medal will have o unique memorial of this dropping
of 11 days, and no onc boing amny tho worsc for it,

Thz rcason this passago in tho report struck me was that 1 had guite
rocontly been reading in a History of British Butteorflios by &.B. Ford how this
semg dropping of il days had mado incorrect an othorwisc correct namo, Lot me
quoto the passego:-

'0ne of Ray's namecs will ospucially sirike tho wmodern collector as re-
markeble; tho titlo of "April Fritillary" cmployod for the Pearl-bordercd
Mritillary. This would today boe most inappropriate, for that inscot bogins to
appoar about the cnd of tho first woek in May. Its ocourrcncc at tho cxtromo
end of April is only rocorded as a very rarc ovent in cspocially carly yoors,
But it must bo remomberod that Ray wrote beforo tho change in tho oceclonder which
took plage in 1752. Zlevon days vicro omitted from that ycar, so that in the
carly cighteouth century tho Peoarl-bordered Fritillary -wwould normally bo scun
in the stoods at the end of April., Indeccd momorics of the unroformed calcndar
aro ovon yot presorvod among us in scvoral ways, for the traditional flowers of
lay lorning arc far morc approprintc to o date in tho socond wock of the month
than thoy aro to May 1st as now known. The Small Pearl-~bordercd Fritillary was
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at this period known as the May Fritillary Cor it appears a little leter thaen
the larger apeciss, The neme would still be reasoheble, though not distinctive,
Entomologists themselves were in these early days called "Aurelians'; a name
derived from the golden (aureolus) ohrysalis of some butterflies,!

I liked Mr, lorwood's South Sea Company paper, with its lessonswhich are
quite lost on the inveterate gamblors of these days - T see even the dog-reocers
.are wanting to have a tote for themselves, And Mr, Ferguson was to the fore
again with his series of S.S.C. coins; what historical coin hasn't he a speci=
men or two of? -~ and he knows the appropriate timo to bring them out, affording
good illustrations to & good peper.

What a list of coins for salas! = ovidently tho listing is the work of an
expert, an enthusiast, punctilious in tho oxtroms, My tokens arse still packed
away, so 1 can maskoc no bid for any of thosc listed. I wonder how many offcrs
will ba received? I hope tho Wwork of the compilor is well rewarded by a good
sale, oven though he may not benefit from ity it may have made it worth his
whilc,

' That a nice function it must hevo been when the Visoount and Visoountess
wore welcomod; 41t would bring memorics of the first evening long ago whon he
presided,

When I wrote theo paragraph about the detes and tho butterflies, when
writing the name of the author of the book I could not help thinking of our own
Mr, Ford; he was an Aurelian of anothor kind, the obJjeots of his oollooting
being less porishable, and not less beautiful; poaco to his soul,."

Tho President stated that it was elways a pleasure to hoar from Mr,
Johannos Andorsen whoso roal intorest in the 3ocioty's activitios was an in-
spiration end cnoouragoment to all,

NZW MEMBERS ELECTED: ¥Mr, Fose. Joffery, F.RN.S., 20 ¥arwick Strect,
Melksham, England; nominated by Mr, L.J, Dalo and scoondad by the President;
also Mr. W.G, Wright (composite Life Subscription), care Wright & Campeany, 81
Clarence Streot, Sydney; nominated by iir. Allan Sutherlend and scoonded by lir,
0.C, Floming, Sydnoy.,

DEPARTURE OF LORD AND LATY BLEDISION: Mr, J. Borry road the following
lotter, posted at Pitoairn Island, from Lord Blodisloo in reply to the good
viishes ho had sont to tho visitors on bchalf of mombers prior to the departurc
of Viscount and Viscountoss Blodisloo from Now Zoaland:=  "Your most kind and
gonerously worded lettor of the 15th April was handod to mo on board this ship
shortly before she sailed and I had no opportunity of acknowledging it until she
was at soa, Although now a little late lot mo thank you and the mombers of the
N.Z. Numismetic Socioty most warmly for the delightful wolcome thet you geve my
wifo and mo during our hurricd wvisit to Wollington and tho charming farowoll
vhich you have pennod in the Socicty's name, Wo shall elways romain deeply in-
torosted in its instructive and cultural sotivitiocs, DPloase convey our varm
regards to its membors and belicve mo, Sincoroly yours, (Signed) Blodisloo,
P.5. I om hoping to post this back to you at Panama in 3 wocks' timo."

Mr. W.D, Forguson and Mr, A, Suthcrland said that mermbors had looked
forward to wolcoming Lord and Ledy Bledisloe, ond would always havae happy
memories of thoir association with tho Socioty,

QTAGO CENIENNIATL, MIDAL: iir, James Berry oxhibited a speoimon medel
boing produced in England for issuc to sohool children in Otego. The bright
bronze finish suggosted by Mr. H.G. Williems of Dunedin wes very pleasing in
appearance and much to be praferred to the dark bronzo. Credit was duc to Ir.
H.G. Williams and the President in sdvoceting the issue of a modal to mark the
contennial of Otago. Decided, That the designor (Mr. J. Berry) the engraver and
the 0tago Contennial Committco bo congratulated on the issue of such & high
quality modal which would bo a lasting memento of the centennial of Otago,

SZABY'S CATALOGUZ OF COINS OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND: A ocopy of
this cataloguc was tebled for imspcotion, Woll illustrated with lino blocks,
this handbook of types and valucs is o nocessary reference vork for all col-
lsectors in this field.
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SOUTH AFRICAN CROWN PIECE: Mr, A, Quinnell advises that Mr, C.A, Hall,
Johannesburg has informed him that 300,000 crowns were issued, and were ration-
ed by the banks, two Yo each customer, There was a possibility of a crown |
being issued there in 1948. There was no possibility of getting sets of the
coins as orders had to be with the Royal Mint before the Royal Visit. i

THE ANNUAL MEETING will be held on 30th June, et which officers for the
ensuing year will be elected. Nominations are invited from members, Ilembers
are invited to make this a social event by bringing their wives,

MEMBERS PIAASK NOTE: Now that tho supply of electric power in Well-
ington is almost back to normal, meetings will again commence at 7,30 p.m.

JAMTS BERRY,

Hon, Secretary.

P. 0. Box 23,
WELLINGTON .

SALE OF COINS AND MEDALS BY JOINT COUNCIL OF THE ORDER
OF ST. JOHN AND NzIW ZZALAND RED CROSS SOCIETY,

The above organisation has advised that over £100 was
realised from the recent postal sale, the prinecipal items being
as follows,

No. Coin Value

6 Mary groat £2 10 ©
23 Crown, Victoria 2 15 9
28 U il 1897 1 11 0
29 Double florin, Victoria 15 o
30 1 " 15 0
31 Edward Crown 2 12 6
65 Hong Xong dollar 1 5 0
83 New Zealand token 1 17 6
91 Silver Jubilee Medal 2 0 0
g2-3L New Zealand Medals 3 0 0
107 Unitcd States Dollars(2) 2 2 0

New Zealand Crown 1935 12 0 0 each

The surprise of {he sale was £12 each for four New
Zealand crowns, It is suggested that the good cause influenced
the high price, and that this is not necessarily an index to
current values. For detailed description of coins, sce list
circulated by Joint Council prior to sale.
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16th ANNUAL REFORT AND BALANCE SHERT.

The Council of the New Zealand Numismatic Society has the honour to present
its 16th Annual Report and Balance Sheet,

Regular monthly meetings have been held during the year at which interesting
and educational pepers have been read and specimens exhibited., The Society was
privileged in March to welcome Viscount and Viscountess Bledisloe during a short
wisit to New Zealand, The proposed printing and illustrating of reports has been
advanced by the generous aotion of the Govermment in making an annual grent for
this purpose. This help might well be a turning point in the progress of the So-
cicvy as it will eneble illustrated rcports to be used as an aid to classical edu-
cation, and also much original New Zealand and Pacific material will be prescrved
in permanent form for referenoe, The Socicty has intoresting projeots in hand
which should result in widening its sphore of intcrest and usefulness, The medal
account stands at £91.3.6,

The membership roll now stends at: 4 Honorary lembers; &6 Life Subscription
Members and 84 ordinary Members, making a total of 124, an increase of nearly 20/
during tho year. There arc algo 31 cxchanges represonting other Numismatic Socict-
ies, Librarics and Museums in New Zealand and overseas, to which our reports arc
scent regularly,

The finances of the Socicty arc now in a good state, and there is a wider
gcographicel distridbution of now membors,

For and on bchalf of the Council
of the N,Z, Numicmatic Socicty,

ATLAN SUTHFRLAND , President,

RECEIPTS & PAYMZINTS A/C. FOR 11 HONTIS ENDED 31.5.47,

T0 £ s, d, BY £ s, d,
Balance at P,0.3.B, 30.,6.48, 8 5 7 Transfor to Trust Account 3 3 0
Subsoriptions a0 D g o0 15 11 0 Illuminatcd Address for J.

Donations -~ Sundry 0c ag 919 0 Andcrsen .. 0o 0 o 211 8

Government Grant oc o0 100 0 0 Wreath -~ Prof. Renkinc Brown 1 5 0

Interest from P,0.5.3. 00 7 4 Rcfund duc to G.C. Shervrood 2 7 6
Sundry Receipts .. 00 og 4 1 0 Jxpenscs Viscount Bledisloe

Reception .. 00 50 .o 2 8 9

Printing, Stamps & Stat'y, .. 29 5 9

Balance vs s ss .. 95 2 5

£136 3 11 £136 3 11

- —

COMPOSITE SUBSCRIPTION TRUST A/C. FOR 11 MONTHS EZNDED 31,5.47.

£ s, 4d, £ s, d,
Balance at P.0.3,B. 30,6,46, 131 7 10 Balance o i al's .o 156 14 11
Subscriptions .. Dg 50 22 1 0
Interest fro . P.0.S,B, e 3 6 1
£156 14 11 £156 14 11
BALANCH SHEXT AS AT 31.5.47.
LIABILITIES £ s, d, ASSETS £ s, d,
Accumulated Fund: P.0.8.B. Accounts:
Balance as at %0,6,46, 0a 137 13 5 Trust ais " . .. 166 14 11
Bxcess of Receipts over Ordinary «s o e 95 2 5
Payments:
Ordinary A/c. £88,16,10,
Trust  Afe. £25, 7.1, 114 311 o
£251 17 4 £251 17 4

Audited and found corrcct,
W. CHETVWYND,
Hon, Auditor. 1. MARTIN,
o Hon. Tressuror.

WELLINGTON,
4th June, 1947.
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REPORT OF 107th MIRTING (16th ANNUAL) 30th JUNE, 1947.

The 16th Annual Meeting of the Society was held on the 30th June. Mr.
Allan Sutl'xerland, F.R.N.S,, presided over a good attendanoe of menbers., Apologies
were received fram Mr. Hassell Martin, Mr., C, Sherwood and Mr. J.L. Griffin.

IN FUTURE REPORTS WILL BE PRINTED AND ILLUSTRATED, THIS
REFORT COVERING THE 107th AND 108th MEETINGS WILL CON-
CLUDE THE CYCLOSTYLED REPORTS, AN INDEX AND TITIE PAGE
WILL BE SENT TO MEMBERS WHEN FREFARED, I

THE FIRST NEW ZEALAND EXHIBITION, DUNZDIN, 1865: lr. Allan Sutherland
read a short paper on the medal of J.S, Wyon commemorating the first New Zealand
Exhibition, 1865, There was one gold, 55 silver, one brass, and 87 bronze medals
struck (8.419) « Also one gold and 15 silver medals wers issued by Messrs, Driver
MaoLean and Co. to successful ocompetitors at the Inter-colonial Live=stnck Ex-
hibition held at the North Dunedin Cricket Grounds at the time of the exhibition.
A summary of the paper will appear in the printed reports,

ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET: The President reviewed the work of the
year, and expressed pleasure at the increased membership, and the good state of
the finances, due largely to the grant by the Government towards the cost of
printing and illustrating the reports, Difficulty was being experienced in secur-
ing good paper for the Rankine Brown Memorial Volume, and the estimate for print-
ing had increased to £250 for 500 copies. The Committee was considering illus-
trating the Gilbertson Memorial Collection in seotions in the Bulletins, and when
completed using the blocks for illustrating the Memorial Volume which oould then
be produced at half the: cost, and probably at a time when better quality paper
was available., The Tasman Medal design would be exhibited for comment at the
meeting.  Phe futlre of the Sociegy‘ffvag_;bright. Menmbers looked forward to the

publiskied reportsior’ tho Sookety. -

Mr, W.D, Ferguson said that the capital aoccounts wero in a strong position
but the working account’ showed that the cost of reports was greater than the
annual income, The deocision to go shcad with the T'asman Medal would be welcomed,
The Memorial Volume should be procceded with only if good paper and a first-class
book ocould be produced.

The annual report and balance sheet were adopted unanimously,
OFFICERS FOR THE ENSUING YEAR were eleoted as follows:=—

Patron: .. His Exocllency, Lt. General Bir Bermard Froyberg, V.C., G.CM.G.,
K.C.B.y KB.E.

Hon. Life Patron: oo +s Viscount Bledisloe, P,C,, G.Cli.G.y KB.E., D.So.
President: . 5 00 o X 00 ag oXe Mr, 4llan Sutherland, P.R,N.S
Vice-Presidents: Sir John Hanham, Bt., Dorsct; Messrs., Johannes C, Andersen

M3B.E.,F.R,5.N.Z2.4 J.C. Entrican, Auckland; E.XK,. Cameron
Hawera; Archdeacon G.H. Gavin, F.R,N,S,, New Plymouth

. S.R. McCallum, AP.A.N.Z4, Wanganui; T, Cockreft, Napier;
Rev. D.C. Bates, Sir James Elliott, M.D.,, F.R.A.C.S.;

J W. Heenan, C.B.E.,LLB., E. Gllbertson, Wellington

L.J. Dale, M.P.S., Ph.C., Christchurch: P. Watts

Rule, F.N.Z2.I.A., Timaru; H.&. Williams, Dunedin

and J. Robertson, Invercargill

Council: .. ve . Professor H.A. Murray, Messrs., W.D. Ferguson, E. Horwood
o AL Quinnell, G.C. Sherwood
Hon. Secretary: . . Mr. Jomes Berry, Box 23, Wellington, Telephone 17-238

Hon. Assistant Seoretary:.. .. .. .. .. <« «e - +s MNr. M. Homblow
Hon. Treasurer: Mr, Hessell Martin, 20 Hay Street, Wellington, E,1.,, 51-310
Hon. Auditor; .. 50 00 5 G 00 00 e ag o «e Mr. W, Chetwynd

APPRECIATION: A yote of thanks was acoorded to retiring officers, A
hearty vote of thanks was accorded to lir. C.R.H. Toylor and the staff of the
. Alexander Turnbull Library for their assistance to the Scoiety.
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Speakers referred to the continued interest showm by Viscount Bledisloe,
Sir John Hanham, Mr. Harold Mattingly, F.R.N.S, (President of the Royal Numis=-
matic Society), Mr. J.\7. Heenan, CB.E., LLB., and Mr. Johames C. Andersen,
MB.E., F.R.S.N.Z., and stated that the special interest displayed by these dis-

tinguished gentlemen gave inspiration and encouragement to the Society in carry-
ing out its work. -

TASMAN MEDAL, PROPOSED DESIGNS: Mr. James Berry exhibited the completed
design to be placed before the sub-committee; also designs proposed for the Fiji
twelve-sided threepence. Mr. Berry and Mr. W.D, Ferguson showed a fine series of
medals celebrating the Victorian Jubilees of 1887 and 1897, the 60th and 50th
annhiversaries of which had occurred the week before the meeting.

GENERAL EXHIBITS: Mr, M. Hornblow ecxhibited a- rarc Trafalgar Medal;
Mr. E. Hoxwood, an East India Company bronze coin with a oross and letters en-
graved thereon.

NEW ZEALAND THREEPENCE, 1935: MNr. J.X. de Rouflignao read an extract from
the "Free Lance" giving the history of this scarce coin which was produced at the
request of the Society to complete the set for that year, Press reports indicated
that the value was £10, whereas the markei value for fine speoimens was 4/- each,

NEW MEMBERS were elected as follows:; lir. John Stichbury, Box 296, Well-
ington, and Mr. J, T, Oram, Fairton, Ashburion,

COIN DEFINITIONS: Mr., James Berry readl a series of coin definitions
which will appear in the printed reports,

NAME, OF PRINTED REPORTS: Members are invited to suggest the name to be
given to the Society's Printed Reports. Suggestions to 4nle are "PRANSACTIONS
OF THE NEW ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY", "COINS &ND MECALSY and "BULLETIN OF THE
NEN ZEALAND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, P

—

AR

= & - A
PAPERS:; Menmbers are invited
Society. Such papers will be limited to 4,000 to 5,000 words, except in special
circumstances, Illustrations should be seat with papers vhere available, other-
wise references to illustrations in standard works.,

GENERAL: The following extracts fion a lettver from kir. Johannes Ander-
sen were reads-

"What a nice thing it is to have ocur reports printed, for the sake of
absent members, While reading your paper on The Passing Bell of precious Metal
Money - a doleful note = I could not help thinking wiai a lot I miss through
being ebsent; and what little I might have haé to say, apart from signifiying
my appreciation of the paper has to be bottled up, or committed to belated writ-
ing. Collectors used to hug their collections the more because the intrinsic
valué of their coins must always be at least at par with no debased issues to
mar their value or their beauty. Collectors! haven't we known them? some col-
lecting in sugar-bags, some in comely cabinets, some in theoir imaginations (col~
leotions not realizoble bu’ precions ead comprehensive to their ovmers - like me) .
Throughout your talk I.could not helwp thitking of our lete csteemed friend and
fellow-oollector, Mr. Ford, with his now acquisitious, his cnthusiasm, and his
magnifying-glass, He is often in my mind; so, indeod, ere many of the members
of the Society, to whom I send greetings and felicitations fo the new oncs on
their good luck.

Your note on inflation, page 1567, wale me “hink; wvhat an array of ciphers
the inflation of the pengo prescnis; and really the ciphers might as well be
on the left-hand sidc of 4ho integer s on +the right for all the difference it
mokes. But from an English point of view the inflation is aot so colossal as i%
seoms, The American, and the French, too, differ from us as regards the million
and the higher nunbers; %heir billica is only 1000 millions; ours is 2 m%ll%on
millions, 12 noughts following the 1 as agsinst their ninc; and in the trillion,
theirs is only o thousand billions whercas ours is a billZon billion - 24 noughts
following the 1 instead of 2 paltry 12; that is, 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000, instead of 1,000,000,000,000. Ard when it comes %o tho quadrillion gnd
quintillian - well, you can work it out for yourself; it becomes fantastic and
absurd,
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. I note that Professor Murray says that the owl of Athens did not change
in value; I vwonder if the same might be true if we could put a morepork on
ours? If we had one on one of our medals we at any rate know this; its value
wouldn't go down, and e know very well that the morepork wouldn't stop it from
%oir}% up, and it and its wings might help in its silent asgent, and good luck

0 1%,

‘ (NOTE: There is a reference in the American publication "The Hungarian
billion is one million million, whereas we (U.S.A.,) oonsider a billion to be one
thousand million," = Most complicated, but Walter would know. - 2d.)

Here's a little note on Newton, whom the astronomical figures brought to
mind, His great work, Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy, 1687, is
considered pre-eminent among all the productions of the human mind. Among his
almost innumerable discoveries was the law of gravitation, and the constitution
of light; and he invented the differential calculus, a piece of mathematical
Jugglery that no layman oan understand. No onc was able to touch Newton till
Einstein came along with his theory of Relativity which even fewer can under-
stend than the few figure-wizards who can understand the differential calculus;
and Einstein's Relativity does not upset Newton's great disooveries though it
modifies one of them - at least, we are told so. And when the King of Newton's
time decided, in.recognition of his amazing work, to honour him, what did he do?
He made him master of the mint, though not, so far as I know, of any of its
contents. It was like giving him the glittering smile of a Sovereign de facto
end & fortune in vaouo."

JAMES BERRY,
Hon. Scoretary.
P. 0. Box 23,
WELLINGTON.
e B '{"'\ .
‘ ) REPORT OF-108th-MERTING - 28+th JULY, 1947,

The 108th Mucting was held on 28th July. Mr. Allan Sutherland, F.R.N.S.
presided., A special welcomec was cxtended to Lir. Johannes C. Anderscn, M.B.E.,
Vice-President, Auckland, and Mr. L.J. Dale, Vice-President, Christchurch.

BARTER: Mr. Johanncs Andersen rcad a paper on Barter. An intercsting
discussion followed, This paper will appear in the printed rcports.

NEW MEMBERS were elcoted as follows:-—

Mr. R. Sellars, 68 Wairiki Road, Iit. Zden, Auckland, E.2.
Mr, Alen G. Barker, 9 Lyndon Street, Ricoarton, Chch., W.1l.

NOMINATIONS for elcction next mecting: -

Mr, Fred M. Moore, Rockvillc, Collingvood, Nelson,
Mr. C. Lawrence, DPukcora 3anatorium, Waipukurau,
Mr. A. Gibson, Alfred Strcet, Blenhecim,

EXHIBITS: Mr, A. Quinncll coxhibited a 20 ycars' Good Conduct Medal,
Royal Engincers, with a parchment document sotting out the details of the award,

CLEANING OF COINS: Mr. 4. Sutherland said that Sir John Hanham had
sounded a note of warning regarding various mcthods of clecaning coins listed
on pages 135-1368. Mr, Sutherland soid that he had summariscd various methods
to provoke discussions, and that he did not ncoecssarily subsoribe to the methods
referred to. The comment by Mr. C.¥. Brandt (page 140) oconfirmed the warnings
issued by Sir John Hanham, particularly in regard to thc usc of acids and brush-
ing with stoel and brass brushes, In regard to copper and bronzo tokens, it
was notoworthy that in a paper read boforc the Vietorian Numismatic Assoclation
washing with a mild soap, carcful drying, and then rubbing with brown Kiwi boot-
polish wos agnin rocommended. An analysis of this polish, and its possible
sffect on copper and bronze, was being obtained from kMr. Brandt, B.Sc.
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CUPRO-NICKEL COINS: The Government has announced that the "silver" New
Zealand coins now circulating, consisting of 50 per ocent silver would be called
in end progressively substituted by cupro-nickel coins (75 per cent copper and
25 per cent nickel). Speskers poihted out that the present Australian coins were
92% per cent silver and would in future be struck from half fine silver and half
alloy. Members rogretted the change but recognised the necessity for it.

IECIMAL COINAGE: Refercnce was made to the discussion in the House of
Representatives regarding a proposed decimal coinage for New Zealand, and the
statement of the Minister of Finanoce that he favoured decimal coinage, but
doubted vhether the present was an opportune time to meke a change. Mr., Bowden,
M.P., argued that the presont vwas an opportunc time owing to pricc increases
altering the vhole range of prices of articles which were formerly of an almost
stendard value.

PRINTING REPORTS: A goneral discussion took pleoso on the form in
which the printed reports should take., The sub-committoe considered that print-
ing should commence forthwith; that the Gilbertson Memorial Colleotion should
be illustrated in reports in scotions and that Professor H.A. Murray should be
invited to desoribe same, that the Sir John Rankine Brovm Mcmorial Volume should
bo deferred, and that suiteble material be printed in the roports for assembly
in a volumé later, if possible; and that each issuc should contain three papers
read before tho Soclety, plus other appropriate material. The sub~-committec
was considering issuing -a fourfold report of the business scotion of the mect-
ings, to be circulated between the issues of the reports of papers, in order to
keep more frequent contact with membors. Decided to thank the sub-committce for
its efforts, and to lcavc thc metter in its hands,

TASMAN MEDAL: Mr. W.D. Ferguson statcd that he hoped the Tasman Mcdal
project would be oxpodited, Mr. Sutherland roported that the sub~-committee on
designs, with Mr, JW. Hconan, haﬁ rot, and when Mr. Johannes Anderscn had cxam-
ined: the ,amonded, d031gn, flnalfﬁlans bo procecded with,

Tho mceting closcd wlth ap easant social hour and supper.

JAMZS BERRY,

P, 0. Box 23,
WELLINGTON.

MEETING NEXT MONDAY, 25th AUGUST, et 7.50 Dene




