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J. BALLANTYNE,

DUNSTABLE HOUSE, CHRISTCHURCH

Guinea token

“We are not a store, but a shop. We do more than store goods — we facilitate
a pleasurable interaction between customers and a business.”

Ballantynes’ chief executive, Richard Ballantyne, has no doubts about his
company’s mission — it exists to facilitate the time-honoured art of shopping.

The enterprise has stood in Cashel Street for nearly 150 years, for most of
that time run by five generations of Ballantyne fathers, sons and cousins.

In the 1850s a young John Ballantyne left his native Scotland to work in
Australia. But he always hankered to be a farmer and in 1872 crossed the
Tasman to further his dream.

In Christchurch the beginnings of the current Ballantynes were already in
place —in 1854 an English milliner, Mrs Clarkson, had founded Dunstable
House on the present Ballantynes site, named for Dunstable, the home of
millinery in England.

When John Ballantyne arrived in Canterbury the opportunity came to buy
Dunstable House. Having seen the great expansion of the department store
in the US, Europe, England and Australia, he had a vision of a grand
emporium.

At this time in New Zealand's history, retailing was largely a matter of imports.
John Ballantyne resolved to provide the best for the settlers of Canterbury.

Over the years the business has fluctuated along with the prosperity of the
Canterbury community. The 1930s saw lean times and a period of
retrenchment for the retailer. Then followed the Second World War and
shortly after, the terrible fire that killed 41 and destroyed the Ballantynes
building.

Richard Ballantyne says although the 1930s and ‘40s were difficult years, they
paved the way for renewal.

The building that rose after the fire with its huge window frontage and high
stud was Sir Miles Warren'’s first major architectural building and remains
adaptable and modern in appearance.

The decade of the ‘50s also saw Ballantynes establish New Zealand’s first
duty free shop at an airport.

39



































































































BOOTH MacDONALD, CHRISTCHURCH

Tool token

THE CARLYLE IMPLEMENT WORKS.

In June, 1883, Messrs Booth, Macdonald, and Co. (Geo. T. Booth,
William Ross, and R. M. Macdonald) took over the large implement
manufacturing works, erected in 1882 by Messrs Geo. Booth and Sons,
under the above name. '

The establishment shows a wonderful degree of finish and completeness
for such a young concern, and speaks volumes for the painstaking care
and enterprise of the proprietors.

Since the beginning of the year 1883, they have turned out over 260 sets
of disc harrows, which is one of the leading lines of the establishment,
besides a very large number of drays, grass-seed strippers, ploughs,
cultivators, windmills, broad-cast seed sowers, rollers, hand and horse-
power threshing machines, reapers and mowers, and other agricultural
implements too numerous to particularise. They have also turned their
attention to heavier work, and have, among other things, made several
sets of European flax scutching machinery for the Linseed Oil and Fibre
Companies of Christchurch and other places.

Recently they found their capacity too limited for the number of orders
that came in, and had to more than double the producing power of the
foundry department. At the time this was written, about two tons of
metal were being melted every day.

The buildings stand on a section containing 1%/2 acres of land In Carlyle-
street, Sydenham, immediately facing the Christchurch Railway Station
yard, and the dimensions are as follows:—Main building, 110 feet by 80
feet, divided into fitters', blacksmiths', wheelwrights', and painters'
shops. At the back of this building stand the boiler house and tyre
furnace, and such portions of the working plant as can be left uncovered.
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machinery for planing, shaping, champering, mortising, boring, wheel
making, spoke turning, band and circular sawing, &e.

In October, 1883, 85 hands were employed, but the firm anticipated
having to increase the staff considerably to meet the demands on their
resources for the coming season. Of the above number, twenty-three are
employed in the foundry department.

The depbt and sale-room for finished goods is at the premises of Messrs.
Geo. Booth and Sons in Tuam street, Christchurch, which occupy an
acre of land, the buildings comprising several large stores, a

commodious store-

So far, the firm have found a ready sale for all they have been able to
manufacture, and the Carlyle implements are rapidly taking a leading
place throughout the colony. They hold several patents for
improvements in farm implements, such as disc harrows, ploughs, &c.
An attractive and fully illustrated catalogue is issued, and supplied free

on application.
The foundry building measures 120 feet by 30 feet, with a wing, destined

for a malleable foundry, 40 feet by 20 feet. At one end of this building is
the pattern makers' department, and a tin and sheet-iron making shop;
at the other end, the store for parts and small goods. The office stands
detached at the entrance to the premises. At the rear of the buildings are
the iron rack and timber stacks. The firm are about to build sheds for
keeping timber and appliances for seasoning the same.

The shops are supplied throughout with the latest and best machinery
for carrying on the business, including steam hammers, punching and
shearing machines, lathes, drilling machines, screwing machines,
slotting machines, shaping machines, &c., in the smiths' and fitters'
shops, and in the wheelwrights' or wood working department,
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Armaguard moves to get Cash Handling
Systems back on track

LUCY CRAYMER - WEDNESDAY APRIL 29, 2009 - < 12

Aussie-business giant Armaguard has part-purchased the now
defunct Cash Handling Systems for an undisclosed amount.

As previously reported in the NBR's print edition, Cash Handling
Systems - the company that pioneered Txt pay and display parking
— was put into liquidation by the High Court at on April 3 following
an application shareholder and co-director Mark Oliver, who
claimed the company was insolvent.

Co-director Russell Waite then claimed that the company was
solvent and the Mr Oliver deliberately did not renew the
company’s trade finance and products were delayed.

He believes that the liquidation of the company was done so that
the Mr Oliver, Shape Technology and Armaguard could get hold of
the business cheaply.

Armaguard national general manager Keith Broadhouse told NBR
that Global International Solutions, which is partly owned by
Armaguard-owned firm ACM, had taken control of the company’s
assets.
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Auckland City Libraries
Yémaki Pataka Kérero

Home > Antiques & collectables > Coins > New Zealand (Pre-decimal) > Other

NEW ZEALAND : Geo.Findlay Bread Token - Brass Fhotographer: Winkelmann, Henry
Date: 1912
" Description: Showing the Richmond

g

il T Buildings on the comer of Richmond Road
and Francis Street, with the premises of
Semple Brothers, drapers, R Hutchinson,
grocer, B W Davis, bootmaker and William
Findlay, baker

Subjects: Richmond Road; Francis Street,
Grey Lynn; Semple Brothers; Drapers; R
Hutchinson (Firm); Grocers; B W Davis
(Firm); Bootmakers; William Findlay (Firm);
Bakeries; Shops; Richmond Buildings
Caption: [Showing the Richmond Buildings
on the corner of Richmond Road....]
Related 1D's:

Class No: 995.1108 G85
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